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rpHE  event  which  rendered  the  year  1789  moll 
important  to  Britons  and  all  the  civilifed 
world,  was  the  French  revolution,  the  caufes  and 
means  of  which  extraordinary  change  it  requires  a 
retrofpe&ivfc  view  of  the  fcene  of  operation  to 
inveftigate  and  comprehend.  The  government 
of  France  was,  in  the  earlier  ages,  one  of  thofe 
feudal  ariftocracies,  which  the  northern  con- 
querors eftablifhed  over  Europe.  The  degree  of 
civil  and  political  liberty  that  extended  to  the  com* 
mons  was  very  inconfiderable  in  France,  as  in  moft 
other  countries,  except  England  and  the  Nether- 
lands. The  power  of  the  king  in  the  middle  ages 
was  extremely  limited ;  the  country  confifted  of 
a  colle&ion  of  principalities,  in  each  of  which  the 
lord  fuperior  enjoyed  an  arbitrary  fway,  and  held 
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chap,   the  people  in  a  condition  of  abje&  vaffalage.    This 
JS^w  ftate  of  relative  power  in  the  viciffitudes  of  hu- 
f789«      man  affairs  underwent  material  changes.     The 
kings    had    one  general    objeft,    diminution   of 
baronial  authority :  prudence  required  the  barons 
to  unite  for  their  common  advantage,  yet  they  had 
refpe&ively  feparate  interefts  which  much  more 
conftantly  occupied  their  attention.    By  fowing 
difcord  between   thefe  turbulent    chieftains,   the 
fovereigns  rendered  their  aggregate  force  lefs  for- 
midable.    Conquefts,  efcfreats,  or  treaties,  united 
feveral  fiefs  to  the  crown :   Louis  XI.  confiderably 
reduced  the  power  of  the  nobility,  the  feudal  arifto- 
cracy  was  entirely  deftroyed  by  cardinal  Richelieu, 
and  the  feparate  fovereignties  were  confolidated  into 
one  entire  mafs  *.     As  the  people  had  been  with- 
out liberty  under  feudal  lords,  they  continued  to 
be  in  fervitude  under  the  monarch:   before  the 
total  reduftion  of  the  ariftocracy,  they  had  indeed 
poffeffed  an  affembly  of  ilates,  but  fo  modelled, 
that  the    commons    had,  little  real  fhare  of  the 
power :  the  nobles  and  clergy  were  clofely  con- 
nected by  immunities  and  other  privileges,  and  could 
eafily  overpower  the  third  eftafe.    From  the  admi- 
niftration  of  Richelieu,  France  had  been  without 
even  the  appearance  of  a  legiflative  voice ;  every 
privilege  of  the  fubjeft  was  under  the  control  of  a 
government    habitually    corrupt  .and    tyrannical. 
The  men  of  wealth  and  diftinfiion  were  purchafed 
either    by  courtly  honours,    prefents,    penfions, 
or^a  lavifh  wafte  of**  the  public  revenue,  which 
was  endeavoured  to  be  exclufively  wrung  from  the 

*  See  Introdu&ion  to  this  Hiiloiy. 
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grafp  of  the  poor,  the  weak,  and  the  laborious.  c  xliiu* 
Liberty  and  even  life  were  infectfre,  if  either  inter-  >— ■*>/-■■' 
fered  with  the  will  of  the  prince.  Inftead  of  l1  9" 
making  a  part  fubfervient  to  the  whole  ;  eftimating 
either  permanent  regulations,  or  temporary  mea- 
fures,  by  the  aggregate  of  happinefs  which  they 
were  calculated  to  produce ,  the  old  government 
of  France  adminiftered  the  whole  according  to  the 
pleafure  and  caprice  of  a  very  fmall  part ;  the  com- 
fort and  welfare  of  twenty-four  millions  was  of  little 
account  when  compared  with  the  freak  or  fancy  of 
the  prince,  the  intereft  or  inclination  of  his  fa- 
vourites. The  fuggeftion  of  a  pricft  or  a  proftitute 
would  defolate  a  whole  province*,  and  drive  from 
that  country  its  mod  induftrious  inhabitants.  The 
nobility  and  clergy,  and  alfo  the  magiftrates,  were 
exempted  from  their  (hare  of  the  public  burdens ; 
the  taxes,  inftead  of  being  paid  by  the  rich  and 
the  great,  fell  upon  the  poor.  Thefe  tyrannical  ex- 
a&ions  were  rendered  more  cruelly  oppreffive  by 
the  eftablifhed  mode  of  extortion  ;  the  revenue  was 
farmed,  and  farther  leafed  by  the  principal  under- 
takers to  others,  and  by  thefe  to  fubordinate  col- 
le&ors  with  advance  of  rent ;  in  the  various  fteps 
of  intermediation  between  the  payer  of  the  impoft 
and  the  government,  much  greater  fums  were 
fqueefced  from  the  commons  than  ever  found  their 
way  to  the  public  treafury.  The  farmers  of  the  x 
revenue  principally  conftituted  the  monied  clafs,  or 
at  leaft,  were  the  greateft  capitaliftsf ;  in  them  go- 
vernment had  its  chief  refource  for  loans  to  carry 

*  See  in  Render's  Tour  through  Germany,  an  account  of 
the  devaftation  of  the  Palatinate. 

f  Annual  Kfcgifter,  1787  and  1789. 
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c  h  a  p.  on  the  proje&s  of  extravagant  ambition,  and  infa- 
■l5^L'  tuated  aggreflion.     Many  of  the  nobility /rom  their 
*7fy.      prodigality  were  poor  notwithftanding  their  immu- 
nities and  donatives,  and  from  thefe  men  had  the 
means  of  fupply ;  the  court,  therefore,  very  readily 
connived  at  moft  flagrant  extortions  in  the  admini- 
flration  of  the  revenue,  as  the  commons  only  were 
to  fuflfer  by  the  fpoliation. 
Onraaer         The  old  government  of  France  was,  no  doubt, 
Franfcerun!f  Kable  to   thefe  and  other  objeOions,  both  in  its 
*"  ^°U5*     pr^ciples  and  pra&ice  ;  and  in  the  reigns  of  Louis 
xv.  XIV,  and  XV.  it  was  a  very  arbitrary  and  oppref- 

five  fyftem.  Its  vices  appeared  the  more  glaring 
to  political  obfervers,  by  being  contrafted  with  the 
conftitution  of  the  neighbour  and  rival  of  France. 
Perhaps,  indeed,  this  circumftance  produced  to 
that  fyftem  ftill  lefs  eftimation  than  it  really  de- 
v  '  ferved.  To  Britons  it  would  have  been  an  intole- 
rable fcheme  of  policy,  and  muft  have  crufhed  the 
energy  of  the  Britift  chara&er,  which  in  a  great 
meafure  refults  from  civil  and  political  liberty ;  but 
a  greater  or  lefs  degree  of  reftraint  is  neceffary  ac- 
cording to  the  knowledge  and  difpofitioris  of  a  na- 
tion as  well  as  an  individual.  The  French  minds, 
fentiments,  and  habits,  appeared  to  require  a 
ftronger  curb  than  the  Britifh ;  hut  on  the  other 
hand  the  authorities  which  were  to  control  the  vio- 
lence, regulate  the  vivacity,  and  guide  the  verfatile 
ipftability  of  the  Gallic,  chara&er,  were  by  no 
means  well  placed.  The  power  was  not  exerted 
for  rendering  the  greateft  benefit  to  the  fubjedts 
which  even  their  tempers  would  admit;  it  was 
much  more  arbitrary  than  was  expedient  for  a 
civilized  people  to  tolerate.  The  great  mafs  of  the 
8  com- 
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common*  were  in  a  ftate  of  flavery  to  the  priefts,  the   c  *?L£j F* 
jipbles,  and  the  officers  of  the  crown*;  fwjh  a  con*   *-^%i-»* 
dltion  only  profound  ignorance,  fear,  or  infatuation       I7*9* 
could  fiiffer.  It  was  natural  for  intelligent  and  inge- 
nious men  to  fee  the  imperfe&ions  of  the  arbitrary 
government,  and  to  wifh  for  a  reform  of  various 
abufes.  The  Iplendid  a&ions  of  Louis  XIV.  notwith- 
ftanding  their  real  impolicy,  dazzled  his  fubje&s;  hi* 
oftentatious  difplays  to  other  nations  of  his  fu» 
periority  fo  flattering  to  the  predominant  vanity  of 
the  French  character,  rendered  them  eager  partisans 
of  their  great  monarch.    Inftrumental  tolhe  glory 
of  the  fovereign;  they  thought  they  were  promoting 
their  own !  Vanity  affumed  the  difguife  of  honour $ 
and  in  gratifying  the  prince,  and  courting  his  ap- 
probation, they  overlooked  their  own  condition; 
they  forgot  they  were  bearing  flavery,  encountering 
war,  poverty,  and  ftarvation,  merely  as  puppets  in 
the  hands  of  a  vain-glorious  tyrantf.   Under  Loui* 
XIV.  their  fubferviency  was   vei*y  abjeft,  but  it 
arofe  from  caufes  that  could  not  be  permanent, 
and,  indeed,  from  a  certain  Operation  of  paflions 
and  energies,  which,  in  another  dire&ion,  might 
readily  attempt,  and  powerfully  affed  the  diffolu* 
tion    of   their    fetters,     Submiflion    to    arbitrary  sources  of 
power  arifes  from  various  caufes,  and  operates  di& .  £b^i!l*y 
ferently  according  to  the  diverfities  of  national   poweri 
ch&ra&ers ;  often  it  may  proceed  from  barbarous 
ignorance  and  intelle&ual  debafement,  which  mind* 
ful  of  only  animal  wants  thinks  not  of  yxy  higher 

*  New  Annual  Rcgifter,  1789, 

f  SmoUctt^"Cpati|iuation  of  I^uxqc,  vol.  U 
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enjoyments  than  the  fupply  of  thefe* ;  a  phlegmatfe 
temper  that  does  not  feel  injuftke  and  oppreffion ; 
*7*9-       or  from  relaxation,  indolence  and  timidity,  which, 
notwithftanding  a  knowledge  of  right,  and  a  feel- 
ing of  wrong,  prevents  ftrenuous  efforts  for  vindi- 
cation and  redrefs ;  fcrvitude  in  thefe  cafes  is  a 
paflive  principle.    The  French  were  very  far  from 
being  void  of  knowledge,  fenfibility,  courage,  or 
i&ive  exertion :   on  the  contrary,  they  were  intel- 
ligent, ardent,  bold,  and  enterprifing,  but  their 
paflions  engaged  their  ingenuity  and  their  force  in 
fupporting  and  aggrandiling  tWj^ab^bte^monarch. 
Submiflion  to  arbitrary  power  in  them  love  for  the 
fovereign,  a  strongly  active  principle  ;  theirs 
was  implicit  obedience  yielded  by  ftrength,  not 
defpotifm  forced  upon  weaknefs.     The  French  ani- 
mation was  extremely  eager  in  the  purfuit  of  plea- 
fure  as  its  levity  was  very  fond  of  pageantry  and 
ihew.     The  magnificent  profuiion  of  Louis  and  his 
court  was  well  adapted  for  increafing  the  popularity 
acquired  by  political  and  military  atchievments ; 
the  high  admiration,  or  rather  the  adoration  with 
which   his   fubje&s  regarded  this  monarch,  foon 
excited  in  their  warm  and  enthufiaftic  minds  an 
ardent  afFe&ion  for  the  whole  royal  family,  and  in- 
deed  all  the  princes  of  the  blood  ;  they  afTociated 
the  ideas  of  eftimation  for  royalty  with  military 
prowefs.     Thefe  effe&s  were,    as   long  as  they 
lafted,  very  favourable  to  the  continuance  and  ex- 
tenfion  of  abfolute  fway,  but  the  caufes  were  per- 
feftly  compatible  with  totally  different  fentiments. 

*  As  in  the  cafe  of  the  negroes,  fee  Park'3  Travels,  paffim. 
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Under  Louis.  XV.  the    French    long   continued  chap. 
ardent  in  loyalty,  and  manifefted  their  affe&ion  and   J^1!^ 
revererice  for  the  kingly  name  in  implicit  obedi-      «7*9« 
ence  to  the  mandates  of  his  moft  chriftian  majefty ; 
but  while  energy  was  exerting  itfelf  in  the  boldeft 
enterprise  for  promoting  the  great  monarch's  glory, 
props  of  his  power  were  beginning  to  be  impaired. 
From  the  middle  of  his  reign  the  Roman  catholic  Commeoo 
faith  commenced  its  decline,  and  towards  the  clofe  progreffire 
the  political  power  of  the  fovereign  received  a  con-  undefLwit 
fiderable  fliake.  v  xv. 

The  abandoned  debauchery  of  the  court  under  the  Beginnings 
duke  of  Orleans's  regency  had  prepared  the  higher  °  '  *" 
ranks  for  the  infufion  of  infidelity  which  was  after* 
wards  fo  extenfively  received.  T*he  firft  movers  of 
this  fcheme  of  irreligion  were  certain  votaries  of  li- 
terature,* who  employed  men  of  high  rank  as  their 
inftruments.  Learning  became  daily  moreprevalent 
in  Europe,  and  having  been  foftered  in  France  by 
the  oftentatious  vanity  of  L6uis  XIV.  though  limited 
during  his  reign  to  fubjefts  of  tafte,  fentiment,  and 
natural  philofophy,  afterwards  extended  to  the- 
ology, ethics,  and  politics.  Voltaire  was  admira-  VoHaiw. 
bly  fitted  for  impreffing  the  fufceptibility,  gratifying 
the  tafte,  amufmg  the  fancy,  inflaming  the  paflions, 
and  fo  mifleading  the  judgment  of  lively,  refined,  in- 
genious, ardent,  and  volatile  readers  and  hearers:  he, 
therefore,  was  thoroughly  (killed  in  the  moft  efFe&ual 
means  of  attacking  the  faith  of  Frenchmen.  Vanity 
materially  aflifted  the  infidel's  operations :  the  no- 
bility having  imbibed  under  Louis  XIV.  a  relifli  for 
literature  and  (till  more  for  literary  patronage,  were 

8  defirous 
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chap,  <iefirou6  of  cultivating,  or  appearing  to  cultivate, 
v— ^-L>  intimacy  with  a  man  of  fo  high  rank  in  letters; 
»7**  repeated  his  do&rines  and  witticifms,  and  aban- 
doned their  religion  to  pafs  for  philofophers.  Be* 
fides,  the  debauchery  of  LouirXIV.,  carried  by  his 
pupil  the  duke  of  Orleans  to  a  much  more  profli- 
gate excefs,  and  not  much  correfted  under  the  ma* 
ture  age  of  Louis  XV.,  eftablifhed  in  the  morals  of 
courtiers  a  powerful  auxiliary  for  fpreading  infidelity. 
The  ridiculous  abfurdity  of  many  of  the  popiflx  doc* 
trines  was  eafily  difcernible  to  French  fagacity  when 
turned  to  fuch  animadverfion* ;  and  their  various 
mummeries  afforded  fcope  to  the  French  wit  and 
fatire,  when  permitted  to  take  fuch  a  range*  Gallic 
ingenuity  could  eafily  find  arguments  to  expofe  the 
frivolity  and  folly  of  many  of  their  prieftly  doc* 
trines,  rites,  and  obfervances ;  but  as  ardent  as  ver* 
fatile,  leaving  their  fuperftitions,  they  took  the  op- 
pofite  and  much  more  dangerous  extreme.  Some 
of  the  king's  minifters,  pleafed  with  the  theories  of 
the  Voltaire  fchool,  #nd  converted  by  his  jokes,  be- 
came deifts,  made  the  king  inimical  to  various  parts 
of  the  ecclefiaftical  eftablifhment,  and  infpired  him 
with  a  defire  of  reforming  the  church.  This  re* 
form  b6th  in  France  and  other  countries  arofe 
partly  from  a  diminilhed  regard  for  the  eftabliltie4 
church,  but  principally  from  the  love  of  plunder : 
its  confequenceft  were  a  degradation  of  the  clerical 
character  to  a  much  lower  ftate  than  was  requifite 
for  the  purpofes  of  fpiritual  and  moral  inftru&ion. 
The  Jfuppreflion  of  the  religious  orders,  and  the  ge» 
Be**!  fyftem  of  policy  towards  the  church,  from  the 

peace 
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peace  of  Paris  to  the  end  of  the  duke  de  ChoKeuP$  chap, 
adminiftration  tended  very  powerfully  to  fecond  the  w-vw 
efforts  of  deiftical  writers  againft  the  church.  Indeed  *7*9; 
the  of  ads  Louis  XV.  at  the  inftigation  of  his  favour- 
ites, were  powerfully  efficient  caufes,  though  not  the 
proximate,  of  the  downfal  of  religion  in  the  reigu 
of  his  fucceflbr.  It  is  by  no  means  a  difficult  un- 
dertaking for  a  man  of  genius  to  eftablifli  a  new  fe£k 
in  religion  or  politics :  if  he  mean  to  miflead  th< 
judgment,  he  has  only  by  animated  defcription  to 
imprefs  the  imagination,  or  by  impaffioned  elo* 
quence  to  impel  the  affe&ions  *.  Voltaire  was  very 
fuccefsful  in  the  ufe  of  thefe  inftruments :  other  Ik 
terary  adventurers  readily  purfued  a  traft  leading  fe 
direftly  to  efteem  and  patronage*  Under  fuch  in. 
fluence,  projefts  and  inftitutions  were  formed  for  cir- 
culating their  do&rines.  By  fuch  influence,  pro* 
je&s,  and  inftitutions t,  infidelity  made  very  rapid 
advances  ;  except  in  the  lower  claffes  of  people,  im 
the  latter  period  of  the  reign  of  Louis  XV,  the  majority 
of  laity  in  France  were  deifts.  Opinions  and  fenti- 
ments  fo  inimical  not  only  to  abfolute  monarchy, 
but  to  every  form  of  regular  government,  are  in«- 
dcbted  for  their  difleminations  to  the  imbecility  of  . 
Louis  XV.,  and  the  narrow  views  of  his  minifters. 
The  fame  fpirit  of  free  inquiry  not  being  properly 
underftood  or  wifely  modified  by  the  court  of 
Francs,  from  expofing  the  abfurdities  of  many 

*  Whitfield,  Wefley,  and  other  adventurers  of  a  more  recent 
date  clearly  and  ftrongly  illuftrate  the  facility  with  which  inge- 
nuity fafhioning  itfelf  to  the  fancies  and  paffions  of  men,  may 
imprefs  a  new  hypothecs  of  religion, 

f  Sec  Barruel  on  Jacobiwfm,  vol*  i,  paftm. 
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fc  h  a  p.   popifh  obfervances  proceeded  to  attack  chriftianity 
vi!!^Ilj   itfelf,  and  foon  extended  to  politics.     In  their  ef- 
Coi^nce.   *orts  aSa*n^  fuperftition,  the  philofophifts,  in  the 
inentofan-  violent  ardour  of  the*  French  charafter,  rufhing  to 
©adSSnef.  *he  oppofite  extremfe,  pulled  up  the  wheat  as  well 
as  the  tares ;  the  fame  operators,  employed  on  the 
fame  materials,  ufing  a  fimilar  procefs  in  politics, 
produced  fimilar  effetts;  and  inboth,feeking  to  avoid 
one  evil,  without  difcriminating  it  from  the  good  in 
which  it  was  mixed,  they  incurred  a  greater.     Spe- 
culating upon  the  rights  and  happinefs  of  man,  they 
eafily  faw  that  the  government  of  France  was  very 
far  from  being  well  adapted  to  the  fecurity  of  rights 
or  the  diffufion  of  happinefs.     The  ingenuity  of 
Frenchmen  has,  in  moft  fubje&s  of  ftudy,  exhibited 
ftfelf  much  more  frequently  in  framing  hypothefes 
than  in  collecting  fads,   inveftigatmg  principles, 
and    deducing    confequences   from   actually  efta- 
blifhed  premifes.     This  mode  of  procedure,  well 
adapted  to  the  poet's  invention,  was  employed  in 
cafes  which  required  the  reafoning  of  the  philofo- 
pher,  and  the  wifdom  of  the  fage.     A  pofition  was 
affumed  by  Helvetius  and  many  others,  but  above 
all  by  Rouffeau,  that  man  was  a  perfe&ible  being, 
and  that  every  change  of  fyftem  was  to  be  adapted 
to  the  perfe&ion  which  he  might  attain.     While 
Voltaire  and  his  fed  were  labouring  to  undermine 
fb°Uofcstt       exifting  eftablifhments,   Helvetius,   Rouffeau,  and 
man  a  per-     their  fe&s,  befides  rendering  a  helping  hand  to  the 
i!^,1  e   "    fcheme  of  demolition,  were  very  a&ive  in  propof- 
ing  new  models  totally  impra&icable,  becaufe  to 
confift  of  perfed  men,  materials  no  where  found 
to  exift.    The  French  ftatefmen  were  equally  blind 

to 
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to  tlae  probable  confequences  of  the  political  as  of  chap.  . 
the  theological  theories. fo  prevalent  towards  the  ■_,-T-^r 
clofe  of  Louis  XV/s  reign.     Then  was  the  time*      'J8* 
to  have  prevented  their  deftruftive  effefits  by  gra- 
dual  and  progreffive  melioration  of  church  and 
ftate,  which  both  demanded  corre&ion.     The  fyf-  Co-openting 
tematic  impolicy  of  France  in  feeking  commercial  ^iiesf 
and  maritime  aggrandifement  by  provoking  that 
nation  that  can  always  ruin  her  trade  and  crufh  her 
navy,  tended  very  powerfully  to  give  a  pra&ical 
operation  to  the  fpirit  of  liberty.     The  immenfeex-  General  im- 
pence  incurred  in  the  feven  years  war,  caufing  fif-  S^SLSL 
cal  derangements,  was  the  chief  fource  of  thofe  SJ^"2h 
contentions  with  the  provincial  parliaments  that  wwfgawi 
principally  diftinguifhed  the  laft  years  of  Louis  XV. 
The  a&ual  opposition  of  thefe  political  bodies  was 
perfedkly  juftifiable,  but  called  into  a&ion  the  pre- 
vailing theories,  and  paved  the  way  for  much  more 
unreftrained  efforts  againft  the  prince's  power.  Louis 
XVI.,  kind  and  liberal  by  nature,  was  difpofed  to 
moderate  in  its  exercife  the  rigour  of  his  abfolute 
power,  and  to  accommodate  his  government  to  the 
fentiments  which,    without   comprehending  their 
precife  nature  or  extent,  he  in  general  faw  become 
prevalent  among  his  fubje&s.    The  firft  years  of  his 

*  So  early  as  the  year  1772,  Edmund  Burke,  in  the  theolo- 
gical fcepticifm  and  political  hypothefes  of  the  French  writer*, 
faw  the  probable  overthrow  of  religion  and  government ;  and 
even  in  the  houfe  of  commons  mentioned  his  apprehenfion  of 
the  danger,  and  propofed  to  form  an  alliance  among  believers 
againft  (he  faid)  thofe  minifters  of  rebellious  darknefs  who  arc, 
endeavouring,  to  (hake  all  the  works  of  God  eftablifticd  in 
beauty  and  order. 
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chap,  reign  promifed  popularity  to  the  prince  with  increaf-  - 
x  J!i_  ing  happtnefs  to  his  people.     Repetition,  however, 


*7*9-      of  the  fktne  -  prepofterous  policy  which  had  coft 
France  fo  much  blood  and  treafure,  not  only  drove 
him  to  an  unprovoked  war  with  England,  but  to  a 
war  in  which  he  was  to  fupport  revolting  fubje&s 
againft  their  fovereign  in  which  every  argument  that 
he  could  adduce  in  favour  of  the  Americans  might. 
be  employed  with  much  greater  force  to  vindicate 
a  revolt  of  his  own  fubje&s.     The  intercourfe  of 
the  French  with  the  defenders  of  a  republican  con- 
ftitution  vefy  rapidly  increafed  an  antimonarchical 
fpirit    in  a  country  predifpofed  for  its  reception, 
inormous     The  enormous   expences  incurred  in  nourifliing 
•nSVif-       America,    and    endeavouring  to    injure    Britain, 
ft^mof  plunged  France  into  unexampled  diftrefs,  and  the 
?*  T'  he    agg1^011  recoiled  on  the  aggreflbr.     An  immenfe 
Americans,    new  debt  was  added  to  the  old,  the  accumulation 
became  intolerable.     The  multitude  of  the  diftinft 
loans  which  altogether  compofed.  this  vaft  mafsof 
debt,  and  the  diverfity    of  the   conditiefns  upon 
which,  according  to  the  genius  of  the  relpe&ive 
prqjeSors,  they  had  been  raifed,  the  numberlefs 
appropriations   of  fpecific  revenues  to   particular 
funds,  and  the  frequent  infra&ions  of  thefe  to  fup-» 
Pecuniary      p]y  fhe  immediate  neceffities  of  the  flate,   occa- 
meDii.         fioned  fuch  voluminous  detailed  accounts,  fuch  end- 
lefs  references  *,    explanations,    and    deficiencies, 
with  fuch  eternal  crowds  of  figures,  that  the  whole 
prefented  a  chaos  of  confufion,  in  which  the  finan- 
ciers themfelves  feemed  fcarcely  lefs  bewildered  than 

*  See  Annual  Regifter,  1787,  chap.  vii. 

the 
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die  public.    The  taxes,  numerous  as  they  Were,  c£tjiJLRl 
and  ruinous  in  the  laft  degree  to  the  people,  Were  w~v— ^ 
totally  unequal  to  the  fupply  of  the  current  expences      r>^ 
of  the  ftate  and  to  the  discharge  of  the  intereft  of 
annuities  arifing  on  the  various  funds ;  new  funds 
could  not  be  raifed,  but  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate 
muft  be  fupplied.  No  effe&ual  means  were  devifed, 
but  by  withholding  the  annuities  due  to  the  public 
creditors  to  the  amount  of  the  deficiency.     This 
meafure  involved  numbers  in  diftrefs  and  calamity, 
and  caufed  loud  clamours :  in  a  fituation  fo  dit-  ^JjJSto!- 
aftrous,  proje&s  and  proje&ors  of  relief  multiplied. 
The  wealth  of  France  was  certainly  very  great, 
but  the  principal  was  in  the  private  repositories  of 
minifters,  contractors,  commiffioners,  flock-jobbers, 
farmers  general,  and  the  minions  of  the  court* 

Vergennes  died  in  1786,  and  was  fucceeded  by 
Monfieur  de  Calonne,  who  having  in  Vain  tried  the 
experiment  of  new  loans,  the  king  propofed  to  af- 
femble  the  ftates,  but  was  diffuaded  by  the  court 
and  miniftry.  If  the  ftates  were  affembled,  they 
might,  inftead  of  granting  fupplies,  begin  their  deli-' 
berations  with  demanding  a  redrefs  of  grievances. 
Monfieur  de  Calonne  wiftied  to  convene  the  Not*-  convention 

of  the  Nota- 
bles, an  aflembly  deriving  its  name  from  the  naem-  ftes. 

bers  being  men  of  rank  and  refpeftability.  The  mi- 

nifters  had  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  the  nobility 

and  clergy  to  contribute  a  fhare  fpontaneoufly  of 

thofe  immenfe  fums  which  through  their  exemptions 

they  were  prefumed  to  have  accumulated.  The  fame 

influence,  it  was  alfo  hoped,  would  be  fuccefsfully 

ufcd  in  prevailing  on  the  great  monied  capitalifts  to 

bring 
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chap,   bring  forward  part  of  their  ftores  for  the  relief 
w»/^  of  the  nation.      A  proclamation  was  acordingty 
*78*      iffued    the    16th  of  December  for    holding  this 
aflembly  *. 
tttoDae*  In  an  introdu&ory  fpeech  Calonne  contended 

that  the  public  embarraffment  arofe  from  caufes 
which  were  highly  honourable  to  France,  and  the 
prefent  reign,  and,  notwithftanding  the  immediate 
exigency,  ultimately  beneficial  as  well  as  glorious. 
A  marine  had  been  formed  infinitely  more  power- 
ful than  any  ever  known  in  France ;  his  majefty's 
fleets  had  failed  triumphant  over  the  ocean,  he  had 
4  humbled  the  rival,  and  terminated  an  honourable 
war  by  a  folid  and  permanent  peace:  devoting 
his  attention  to  the  public  welfare,  he  had,  fince 
peace  was  eftabliihed,  invariably  purfued  exteo- 
five  commerce  abroad,  and  good  adminiflration 
He  unfolds  at  home.  The  minifter  had  found  the  finances, 
St/  of*thc  when  he  was  entrufted  with  their  management,  in 
*»»<*•  5  a  deplorable  ftate  ;  a  vaft  unfunded  debt,  all  an- 
nuities and  intereft  greatly  in  arrear ;  all  the  coffers 
empty,  the  public  (locks  fallen  to  the  lowed  point, 
circulation  interrupted,  and  all  credit  and  confi- 
dence deftroyed.  He  then  {hewed  the  meafures 
which  he  had  purfued,  and  the  happy  effetts  they 
had  produced  (fo  far  as  his  meafures  could  reach) 

*  It  confifted  of  feven  princes  of  the  blood,  nine  duke*  and 
peers  of  France,  eight  field-marfhals,  twenty-two  nobles,  eight 
councilor*  of  (late,  four  mailers  of  requefts,  eleven  archbifhop* 
and  bifhops,  thirty-feven  judges  of  parliament,  twelve  deputies 
of  the  pays  d'etat,  the  lieutenant  civil,  and  twenty-five  magis- 
trates of  different  towns  ;  in  all,  ope  hundred  and  forty-four. 
S^c  Macfarlane's  hiftory  of  George  III.  vol.  iii.  p.  345. 

in 
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in  remedying  thefe  complicated  evils.     He  had,  he    chap 
faid,    re-eftablifhed   public   credit   upon   a  found 


bafis,  had  undertaken  great  and  expend ve  works  'J** 
of  the  higheft  national  importance;  but  not- 
withftanding  all  thofe  favourable  appearances  of 
profperity,  there  was  an  evil  every  year  increafing 
in  magnitude,  this  was  the  great  annual  deficiency 
of  the  public  revenue,  and  its  inadequacy  to  the  na- 
tional expence ;  to  eradicate  this  evil  was  beyond 
the  reach  of  minifters  ;  additional  taxes  would  op- 
prefs  the  people,  whom  the  king  wifhed  of  all  things 
to. relieve;  anticipation  on  the  revenue  of  fubfe- 
quent  years  had  already  been  praftifed  to  a  ruinous 
extent ;  and  the  redu&ion  of  expence  had  been 
carried  as  far  as  was  poflible  without  weakening 
the  ftate  and  government.  In  the  reform  of 
abufes,  the  king  and  his  minifter  chiefly  trufted 
to  find  a  remedy  for  the  evil.  One  of  the  mod 
intolerable  grievances  which  then  prevailed,  was  the 
immunity  of  the  moft  opulent  clafles  from  taxation  ; 
Calonne  therefore  propofed  to  equalife  public  bur-  He  propofe  % 
dens  by  rendering  the  taxes  general ;  to  accom-  ^onlTpub- 
plifh  this  plurpofe,  the  nobility,  clergy,  and  magiftra- 
cies  fhould  be  no  longer  exempted,  but  contribute 
their  (hare  to  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate ;  the  officers 
under  the  crown  were  to  be  affeffed;  and  there 
fhould  be  a  general  impoft  on  land,  without  ex- 
cepting the  pofleffions  of  any  order  or  individual. 
Such  a  proje&,  in  whatfoever  motives  it  origi- 
nated," was  certainly  juft  in  its  principle,  and  effi- 
cient in  its  objed,  as  a  fcheme  of  finance:  as  a 
meafure  of  policy  it  was  wife  and  equitable,  fince  it 
propofed  to  reftore  to  the  commons  fo  great  a  part 
of  their  ufurped  rights :  but  the  minifter  did  not 
Vol.  V.  •  C  {hew 
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chap,  fcew  much  judgment  and  prudence  in  the  means 
s,,^— ^  which  he  chofe  for  carrying  his  plan  into  exeeu- 
J7**      tion.     It  was    very    improbable   that    the  arifto- 
cratical  corporations,  to  influence  whom  he  had 
called  the  council  of  notables,  would  willingly  re- 
cede from  fuch  lucrative  immunities  ;   indeed,  the 
notables  themfelves  confifted  of  members  of  the 
privileged  orders,  and  might  as  a  body  be  pre- 
sumed unfavourable  to  a  projedt  tending  fo  much 
Heincenfes   to    diminifh    their    corporate    advantages.    They 
kg€dnadcrf.  a&ually  proved  very  inimical  to  the  plan,  which 
they  reprefented  as  merely  a  new  expedient  for 
getting  immenfe  fums  of  money  into  the  hands  of 
gpvernment,  to  fupply  its  extravagance  and  corrup- 
tion ;   they  refufed  to  concur  in  the  territorial  im- 
port, unlefs  they  were  fufFered  to  inveftigate  the 
part  expences  and  accounts,  and  future  eftimates, 
as  thereby  only  they  could  know  how  far  public 
money  had  been,  or  was  likely  to  be,  applied  for 
o»tcry        the  national  good.     The  privileged  orders  raifed  a 
general  outcry  againft  the  man  who  had  propofed 
to  abolifh  their  immunities :     they  even  perfuaded 
the  other  claffes,  that  the  fole  objeQ:  of  the  minifter 
was  rapacity,  for  the  purpofes  of  embezzlement  and 
peculation  ;    that,  fo  far  from  intending  to  lighten 
their  burdens  by  his  new  fyftem  of  impoft,  he  de- 
signed to  load  them  with  frefh  taxes,  and  thus  the 
ariftocrates  excited  the  hatred  of  the  people  againft 
the  minifter,  whofe  plan,  if  adopted  and  fairly  ex- 
ecuted, would  have  rendered  to  the  people  them- 
felves fo  effential  a  fervice.     Moreover,  the  queen 
was  a  great  enemy  to  the  minifter,  becaufe  he  at- 
tacked one  of  her  favourites.     The  mild  and  com- 

-   pliant 
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pliant  Louis  readily  imbibed  the  prevailing  fend*   chap. 
ment,  and  withdrew   his  confidence  and  regard  w,-w 
from  a  man  whom  he  faw  diftrufted  and  hated  by      I7** 
fo  many  others.     Calonne,  fearing  a  judicial  prb-  ^f*£"*s 
fecution  while  the  minds  of  all  ranks  were  fo  'wto  Wih- 


meot. 


biaffed  againft  him,  retired  into  England  *•     Mean- 
while monfieur  de  Briehne  t»  archbifliop  of  Thou-  Briennc 
loufe,  a  leading  member  of  the  notables,  was  ap-  mu 
pointed  prime  minifter,  and  without  attempting 
the  radical  reform  which  the  exigency  required, 
he  propofed  and  executed  various  partial  improve* 
meats  in  the  colle&ion  of  taxes,  and  the  manage- 
ment of  .the  public  money.    It  was  manifeft  that  a  Trifling 
change  fo  confined  in  principle  and  operation  could  £j^!?* 
not  extricate  the  country  from  its  pi^efent  evils.  By  fona- 
the  new  minifter  the  afiembly  of  notables  was  d& 
folved  |,  and  he  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  ufual  mode  of  railing  money  by 
edids.     Among  the  meafures  was  a  double  poll- 
tax,  and  a  heavy  ftamp-duty.  The  parliament  of  comefu 
Paris  remonftrated  againft  the  firft  fubfidy,  in  terms  parliament 
very  unlike  the  former  language  of  their  affemblies,  of  Parh* 
even  when  they  oppofed  the  will  of  the  king. 
Before  they  fhould  concur  in  railing  money,  they 
required  to  be  informed  of  the  real  ftate  of  the 
finances,  and  the  purpofes  to  which  the  new  im- 
ports were  to  be  applied  j  and  they  particularly  ob- 

*  This  minifter  has  been  charged  with  having  amaflcd  im- 
menfe  riches  by  plundering  the  public.  He  certainly  lived  in 
London,  for  feveral  years,  in  magnificent  fplendor  ;  but  what 
his  funds  were,  or  how  acquired,  was  never  ascertained. 

f  Bouille  on  the  French  Revolution,  p.  50.  *- 

j  In  the  opiwpft  of  Bouille,  very  unwifely,  p.  51. 

C  2  je&ed 


29 


HISTORY  OF  THE 


CHAP. 

XLIII. 

1.789. 

Attempts  of 
the  crown 
to  overawe 
the  refrac- 
tory, unfuc- 
cefcfal. 


Remon- 
tf  ranee  of 
the  par- 
liament of 
Paris. 


jc&ed  to  the  ftamp-duty;  their  requifition  not 
having  been  admitted,  they  refufed  tp  enregifter 
the  edi&.  The  king  finding  them  inflexible  to 
perfuafion,  held  a  bed  of  juftice,  to  compel  them 
to  regiftration.  This  procedure,  hateful  in  the 
reign  of  Louis  IV,  was  infinitely  more  odious  at 
prefent,  when  the  fpirit  of  liberty  was  fo  much 
ftronger  and  more  generally  diflfufed.  The  edict 
having  been  forcibly  regiftered,  the  parliament  pro- 
tested, that  not  having  been  obtained  by  their  ap- 
probation and  confent,  it  should  not  be  valid  ; 
and  that  whoever  attempted  to  put  it  in  execution 
fcould  be  doomed  to  the  gallies  as  a  traitor.  This 
refolute  oppofition  was  imitated  by  all  the  other 
parliaments.  Matters  now  appeared  to  draw  to  a 
crifis  \  the  alternative  of  the  crown  feemed  to  be, 
either  to  proceed  to  coercion,  or  to  relinquilh  for 
ever  the  long-ufurped  power  of  raifing  money  by  its 
own  authority.  On  the  other  hand,  the  judicative 
bodies  were  determined  to  fhew  that  they  would  not, 
without  refiftance,  any  longer  permit  an  arbitrary 
invafion  of  property,  however  fupported  by  prece- 
dent. On  the  24th  of  July  the  parliament  of  Paris 
publifhed  aremonftrance*,  highly  celebrated  for  a 
forcible  reafoning,  a  bold  and  animated  eloquence, 
which  clearly  demonftrated  and  ftrongly  impreffed 
awful  truths.  After  a  happy  peace  that  had  lafted  five 
years,  they,  from  the  revenue  before  poffeffed  by  the 
crown,  had  trufted  that  no  frefh  impofts  would  have 
been  propofed;  great,  then  was  their  furprife  at  the 
requifition  of  an  additional  tax  fo  extenfive,   and 


*  Sec  rcmonftrance,  State  Papers,  July  24th  1787. 
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generally  odious.  Minifters  had  never  approached  chap. 
the  throne  with  a  voice  of  truth,  but  had  difguifed  JJh^Lf 
from  the  king  the  a&ual  ftate  of  his  dominions,  and  1787* 
the  fentiments  of  his  fubje&s.  The  council  of  the 
notables  had  been  the  occafion  of  difcovering  to  the 
public  the  dreadful  fituation  of  affairs,  and  the  pro- 
greffive  fteps  of  error,  corruption,  and  vice,  by 
which  courtiers  had  reduced  France  to  fuch  a  con- 
dition. Taxes  were  the  contributions  of  citizens 
for  their  own  private  fecurity  and  the  public  fafety ; 
if  they  exceeded  thofe  purpofes,  they  were  incon- 
fiftent  with  juftice  and  the  good  of  the  people,  the 
fole  objects  of  legitimate  government.  Neither  par- 
liaments, nor  any  other  authority  but  the  whole 
nation  affembled,  could  fan&ion  a  new  import. 
The  nation  only,  being  convened  and  inftru&ed  in 
the  true  ftate  of  the  finances,  could  extirpate  the 
abufes  that  a&ually  exifted,  and  offer  refourqes  to 
obviate  fuch  evils  in  future.  If  this  remonftrance 
be  confidered  in  relation  to  the  rights  of  a  free 
people,  and  to  the  a&ual  abufes  under  the  French 
government;  it  was  firm, yet  perfe&ly  temperate 
and  refpe&ful.  Addreffed,  however,  to  a  monarch 
who  had  inherited  arbitrary  power,  it  appeared  a 
prefumptuous  encroachment.  It  was  extremely 
natural  for  Louis  to  think  himfelf  rightfully  entitled 
4  to  the  fway  of  his  anceftors;  to  overlook  the  injuf- 
tice  in  which  that  dominion  was  founded,  and  the 
great  change  of  popular  fentiment  from  the  time 
even  of  his  laft  predeceffor.  Like  Charles  I.  he  pre- 
fumed  a  divine  right  to  what  his  anceftors  and  he 
had  poffeffed  only  by  human  fufterance;  and,  like 
Charles  I.  he  did  not  difcerh  that  the  opinions  and 
C  3  fentiments 
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fcntiments   which   had   permitted   thraldom,   no 
longer  exifted  among  his  fubje&s.    Louis,  how- 
t7**#      ever,  had  a   much  more  formidable  force  than 
Charles,  in  which  he  conceived  he  might  repofe 
jecure  confidence.     He  therefore  determined  on 
coercion;  collefted  great  bodies  of  troops  round  the 
metropolis ;  and  feqt  parties  of  foldiers  to  the  houfe 
of  every  individual  member  of  the  parliament  of 
Paris,  to  carry  him  in  banifhmenf  to  Troyes,  about 
feventy  miles  from  the  capital,  and  not  to  fuffer  him 
to  write  or  fpeak  to  any  perfon  of  his  own  family 
before  his  departure.  Thefe  orders  were  executed  at 
the  fame  inftant,  on  the  18th  of  Auguft,  and  by  force 
the  judicial  body  was  prevented  from  proceedihg  in 
its  official  bufinefs.     In  the  following  month  the 
prefident  was  difpatched  by  the  exiles  to  Verfailles, 
to  reprefent  to  his  majefty  the  pernicious  effe&s  of 
the  compulfory  meafures  which  he  was  then  pur- 
fuing.  '  After  feveral  audiences,  inftead  of  adhering 
to  the  hereditary  maxims  of  arbitrary  power,  the 
king  yielded  to  the  di&ates  of  his  individual  benig- 
nity and  patriotifm ;  he  confented  to  abandon  the 
obnoxious  attacks,  and  to  fuffer  parliament  to  re- 
fume  its  functions.     Meanwhile  the  flame  of  liberty 
was  burfting  forth  in  various  parts  of  the  king, 
dom  *.     Other  parliaments  not  only  emulated,  but 
furpafled  the  generous  boldnefs  of  Paris,  and  with 
the  right  of  property  afferted  the  claims  of  perfonal 
fecurity.     The  parliament  of  Grenoble  declared 
lettres  de  cachet^  or  arbitrary  imprisonment,  to  be 
totally  unconftitutional ;  and  pronounced  a- decree, 

•  Annual  Regifter,  17S7,  chap,  vii.  paffim. 
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rendering  it  capital  for  any  perfon,   under  any 
authority,  to  attempt  fuch  an  aft  within  that  pro- 
vince.    In  all  the  populous  towns,  where  there  was 
the  moft  ready  and  extenfive  interchange  of  opinion 
and  fentiment ;  the  conduQ:  of  government,  once  fo 
facred  in  France,  was  openly  difcuffed,  and  moft 
feverely  reprobated,  both  in  difcourfe  and  publica- 
tions *.   The  king,  in  November,  appeared  to  have 
changed  his  difpofition  and  intentions:  meeting  the 
parliament  of  Paris,  he  faid  he  had  come  to  hear 
their  opinions  ;   but  before  they  delivered  thein; 
to  fignify  his  own  f.     They  ought  to  confine  them- 
felves  to  the  functions  entrufted  by  the  king  to  their 
predeceflbrs  :  the  expediency  of  calling  public  aflem- 
blies  was  a  meafure  of  which  he  was  the  fole  judge* 
He  was  about  to  iffue  an  edift,  creating  for  five  fuc- 
ceflive  years  a  loan  that  would  require  no  new  im- 
port.    Permiffion  being  given  for  every  member  to 
fpeak  without  reftraint,  a  warm  debate  on  the  regif- 
tration  of  the  edi&  enfued  in  the  prefence  of  the 
king  ;  but  at  laft  his  majefty,  fuddenly  rifing,  com- 
manded the  decree  to  be  regiftered  without  delay. 
The  duke  of  Orleans,   firft  prince  of  the  blood 
after   the  king's    brothers,    warmly  oppofed  this 
order,  as  a  dire£t  infringement  of  parliamentary 
right;  and  protefted  againft  all  the  afts  of  the  day, 
as  thereby  rendered  void.     His  majefty,  aftonifted 
at  a  proceeding  fo  new  to  an  abfolute  prince,  re- 
peated his  order,  and  quitted  the  affembly.     The 
next  day  he  baniflied  the  duke  and  two  of  his  moft  op^nST* 

J  ifti, 
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*  Beit-rand  de  Molevitle,  introdu&ion. 
f  State  Papers,  Nov.  19, 1787. 
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chap,  a&ive  fupporters.  The  parliament,  far  from  tamely 
*— ,-— >  fubmitting  to  this  aft  of  power,  publiftied  a  very 
1789.  ftrong  addrefs,  which  juftified  the  exiled  members, 
avowed  the  higheft  approbation  of  their  condud, 
and  reprefented  the  dangerous  confequences  of  fuch 
a  reftri&ion  on  the  neccffary  freedom  of  fpeech.  The 
king  anfwered,  that  he  had  ftrong  reafons  for  the 
banifhment  of  thole  members;  with  this  affurance 
parliament  ought  to  reft  fatisfied;  the  more  good- 
nefs  he  was  difpofed  to  (hew  to  his  parliaments,  the 
more  firmly  he  would  approve  himfelf  if  he  faw  his 
Bold  tone  goodnefs  abufed.  Parliament  replied  in  the  bold 
mcntVVnd  tone  of  men  determined  to  aflert  their  freedom : 
dreft.blc  *d"  "  y°ur  parliament  does  not  folicit  favour,  it  de- 
mands juftice.  No  man  ought  to  be  condemned 
without  a  fair  trial :  arbitrary  baniihments,  arrefts, 
or  imprifonments,  conftitute  no  part  of  the  legal 
prerogative  of  the  French  crown.  It  is  in  the  name 
of  thofe  lawswhich  preferve  the  empire,  in  the  name 
of  that  liberty  of  which  we  are  the  refpe&ful  inter- 
preters and  lawful  mediators,  in  the  name  of  your 
authority,  of  which  we  are  the  firft  and  moft  con- 
fidential minifters,  that  we  dare  demand  either  the 
trial  or  the  releafe  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  and  the 
exiled  magiftrates."  This  attack  on  a  prerogative 
fo  long  exercifed  by  the  court,  and  effential  to  the 
maintenance  of  arbitrary  monarchy,  was  refifted  by 
the  king ;  and  he  told  them,  that  what  they  demand- 
ed of  his  juftice  defended  on  his  will.  This  principle 
that  would  fubjedt  the  freedom  and  happinefs  of 
millions  to  the  will  of  an  individual,  though  the 
foundation  of  French  abfolute  monarchy,  the  en- 
lightened parliament  totally  condemned  j   they  re- 

fufed 
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fufed  to  purchafe  juftice  by  conceffion;  declared  c  ha  f. 

parliament  would  never  ceafe  to  demand  the  im-   «.— -w-w 
peachment  or  liberty  of  the  perfons  in  queftion,      17**# 
and  would  employ  the  fame  zeal  and  perfeverance  / 
to  enfure  to  every  Frenchman  the  perfonal  fecurity 
promifed  by  the  laws,  and  due  by  the  principles  of 
the  conftitution.     This  patriotic  affembly  fupported  Tbe  *v- 
the  claim  in  queftion,  and  urged  new  afiertions,  not  Paris  after* 
for  their  own  body  alone,  but  for  the  whole  nation,  tfwp!!!£uf 
They  publilhed  a  remonftrance  #,  declaring  that  no  - ' 
taxes  could  be  granted  but  by  the  confeiit  of  the  peo- 
ple; they  extended  the  fame  do&rine  to  tHe  whole 
body  of  legiflative   power,  infifting  that  no  man 
ought  to  be  imprifoned,  difpoffeffed  of  his  property 
or  liberty,  outlawed  or  banifhed,  or  in  any  jyay  hurt 
or  injured,  unlefs  through  his  own  aft,  his  repre- 
fentatives,  or  the  law  of  the  landf.  The  parliament  J 
of  Paris  vindicated  thofe  fundamental  rights,  which 
no  time,  nor  precedent,  nor  ftatute,  not  pofitive 
inftitution  can  abolifn,  which  men  always  may  re- 
claim when  they  will.     They  endeavoured  from 

hiftory 

*  State  Papers,  Nov.  23d,  1787. 

f  See  this  do&rine  ftated  by  Hume  in  his  remarks  on  the 
great  charter  of  England,  Hift.  vol.  ii.  p.  88.  * 

J  The  provincial  parliaments  of  France  were  originally  courts 
of  juftice,  poflefling  no  fliare  in  the  legislation,  either  as  an  order  j 

or  as  reprcfentatives  of  the  people.     From  the  time  of  cardinal  ! 

Richelieu,  the  legiflative  as  well  as  the  executive  authority  was 
vetted  entirely  in  the  crown.  The  practice  of  employing  the 
parliaments  to  enregifter  the  king's  edifts,  was  nevej  intended  to 
convey  any  authority  or  force  through  thefe  bodies  ;  they  were 
confidered  merely  as  notaries,  to  record  and  authenticate  their  • 

jtxiftence,  and  thereby  as  well  to  promulgate  them,  as  to  prevent 

any 


CHAP. 

XLIII. 


Spirit  of 
bound  left 
innovatJoa. 


HISTORY  OF  THE 

hiftory  and  authority  to  prove  this  popular  confent 
to  have  been  the  foundation  of  laws  in  former  times, 
before  the  fubverfion  of  the  conftitution  under  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon*  The  precedents  which  they 
quoted  did  not  apply  to  the  prefent  fituation,  and 
indeed  obfcured  inftead  of  illuftrating  their  claims. 
But  as  neither  the  juftice  or  expediency  of  the  doc* 
trine  refted  upon  former  ufage  or  authority,  the 
irrelevancy  of  their  citations  afFe&ed  neither  the 
truth  of  their  pofitions,  nor  the  wifdom  of  their 
conduft. 

The  fpirit  of  liberty  and  reform,  operating  on  the 
ingenious  and  volatile  chara&er  of  Frenchmen,  and 
tindured  by  the  peculiar  doQxines  of  late  political 
philofophers,  produced  a  difpofition  to  innovation. 
Even  at  this  period  many  reformers  aflumed  a  pofi- 
tion,  that  every  exifting  eftabliihment  was  bad,  and 
therefore  that  melioration  confided  in.  a  total 
change.  The  court  imputed  to  parliaments  the 
prevailing  fpirit,  which  thefe  bodies  rather  exprefled 
than  incited ;  and,  confounding  the  organs  with  the 


any  doubts  being  entertained  by  the  public  of  their  reality.  The 
parliament,  however,  as  their  popularity  and  power  increafed, 
and  times  and  circumftances  proved  favourable  to  the  defign, 
aflumed  a  right  of  judging  whether  thefe  edi&s  were  injurious 
to  the  public.  If  they  determined  them  to  be  hurtful,  they 
by  a  legal  fiftion  pretended  that  being  contrary  to  the  welfare 
of  the  people,  and  contrary  to  the  king's  wifdom,  juftice,  jot 
clemency,  they  did  not  believe  them  to  be  the  king's  real 
a&s,  but  confidered  them  as  an  impofition  pra&ifed  by  his 
minifters;  and  on  this  ground  they  prefented  memorials  or 
remonftrances  fo  the  king,  placing  in  the  ftrongeft  colours 
they  could  all  the  evil  confequences  which  they  prefumed  would 
attend  their  being  patted  into  laws.  See  Annual  Regifker,  1789. 
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taufe,  formed  a  projeft  for  annulling  the  authority  chap. 
which  was  recently  aflumed  by  thefe  bodies.  Pro-  v-^v~-L/ 
fcfling  to  gratify  the  popular  paffion  for  reform,  mi-  f7*9- 
nifters  propofed  a  general  amendment  in  the  codes 
both  of  civil  and  criminal  juftice.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  a  tribunal  was  to  be  inftituted,  endowed  with 
fuch  powers.as  would  carry  back  the  parliaments  to 
the  original  principles  of  their  inftitution,  and  reduce 
them  to  the  condition  of  mere  courts  of  juftice*. 
The  members  of  this  body  were  all  to  be  chofen  by 
the  kingf*  their  number,  and  every  circumftanca 
relative  to  their  meeting,  was  to  depend  on  the  royal 
will.  Profound  fecrecy  was  obferved  in  condu&ing 
this  projed :  the  edicts  were  privately  printed  at 
the  royal  prefs,  and  intended  to  be  prefented,  on 
on  the  feme  day  to  all  the  parliaments  in  France, 
and  the  regiftration  was  to  be  enforced  by  foldiers. 
The  fcheme,  however,  being  difcovered  before,  if 
was  ripe  for  execution,  by  M.  d'Eprefmenil,  was. by 
him  communicated  to  the  parliament  of  Paris,  of 
which  he  was  a  member.  This  body,  meeting  on 
the  3d  of  May  i788,iffued  a  declaration,  dating  a 
report  of  a  confpiracy,  by  the  court,  againft  the  au- 
thority of  parliaments,  the  interefts  and  liberties  of 
the  nation.  Detailing  the  alleged  rights  of  parlia- 
ments, and  the  purpofes  both  of  their  general  be- 

*  Bouill£f  54.  .  0 

•f  They  were  to  have  confided  of  princes  of  the  blood  ;  of 
peers  of  the  realm ;  of  great  officers  of  ftate ;  of  marfhals  of 
France  ;  of  governors  of  provinces  ;  of  knights  of  different  or- 
ders ;  of  members  of  council ;  and  of  a  deputation  of  one  mem- 
ber from  each  parliament  of  the  kingdom,  aud  two  from  the 
chamber  of  accounts  and  fupply.     Annual  Regifter,  1789,  c.  u 
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ftbwal  and  recent  exercife,  they  declared  their  refo- 
lution  of  furrendering  their  privileges,  not  to  minif- 
ters,  or  any  new  courts  eftablifhed  by  their  influ- 
ence, but  to  the  king  himfelf,  and  the  dates  gene- 
ral. Though  Louis  had,  as  an  ad  of  grace,  libe- 
rated Orleans  and  the  magiftrates,  he  ftill  deter- 
mined to  fupport  the  principle  of  arbitrary  impri- 
sonment. Agreeably  to  this  refolution,  he  ordered 
M.  D'Eprefmenil,  and  M.  De  Monfambert,  two  of 
the  mod  aftive  members  of  the  parliament,  to  be 
arretted  in  their  houfes.  Though  thefe  patriots 
evaded  immediate  caption,  by  concealing  themfelves 
from  the  foldiers,  they  difdained  to  abftain  from 
their  duty  in  parliament.  That  body,  informed  of 
the  attempt,  fent  a  deputation  to  remonftrate  with 
the  king ;  but  the  delegates  were  not  admitted.  A 
regiment  of  guards  furrounded  the  court  of  parlia- 
ment; its  commander  entering  the  affembly,  de- 
manded the  two  magiftrates  whom  the  king  had 
ordered  to  be  arretted :  a  profound  filence  for  fome 
time  enfued ;  at  laft,  the  prefident  riling,  with  the 
acclamations  of  the  whole  body,  replied,  every 
member  here,  is  a  D'Eprefmenil  and  a  Monfam- 
bert*. Thefe  magiftrates,  •  however,  furrendered 
themfelves,  and  were  fed  off  to  prifon  arpidft  the 
loud  execrations  of  the  people.  The  king,  on  the 
8th  of  May,  held  a  bed  of  juftice  to  introduce 
the  intended  reforms  :  he  ?  inveighed  againft  the 
undutiful  behaviour  of  ^parliament,  and  declared 
his  determination  to  fupprefs  fuch  exceffes,  in  a  few 

*  Annual  Regifler,  1789,  chap.  i.      MackintouVs  Vindiciac 
Gallicae. 
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of  the  magiftrates ;  yet  in  general  he  preferred  pre*  chap. 
vention  to  penal  animadverfion ;  he  then  announced  •_   ,-Lr 
the  heads  of  the  new  conftitution  which  his  chan-      «7** 
cellor  fully  detailed  *.     Parliament  the  following 
day  entered  againft  thefe  proceedings  a  proteft, 
repeating  the  fubftance  of  their  former  remon- 
ftrancps,  and  declaring  individually  and  aggregately, 
that  they  woul4  accept  of  no  employment  under 
the  proje&ed  eftablifhment.     This  proteftation  was 
feconded  by  a  great  body  of  the  members  ;  and  fo 
generally  was  the  new  fpirit  now  diffeminated,  that 
even  many  of  the  clergy  declared  concurrence  in 
their  fentiments  and  refolution.     Thus  encouraged, 
parliament  publiflied  a  (till  ftronger  memorial  than 
any  which  they  had  before  ifTued ;  preremptorily 
declaring  their  inflexible  determination  to  perfevere 
in  their  paft  meafures.     Through  all  the  kingdom, 
public  bodies,  fpontaneous  afibciations,  and  private 
individuals,  appeared  agitated  by  the  fame  fpirit. 
The  court,  on  the  other  hand,  proceeded  to  coer- 
cive meafures  ;  the  governor  of  Paris  entering  the 
parliament-houfe,  took  poffeffion  of  all  the  papers 
and    archives ;    having   locked    the    doors,    and 
ftamped  them  with  the  king's  feal,  he  carried  away  Arbitrary 
the  keys.     All  the  other  parliaments  in  the  king-   f^^f' 
dom  were  fufpended  from  their  fun&ions,  and  for-  menl8' 
bidden  under  the  fevered  penalties  to  hold  any 
meetings.     In  this  crifis,  the   quSftion  now  evi-  National 
dently  lay  between  the  eftablifhment  of  liberty,  or 
of  complete  defpotifm  *.    Brienne  was  by  no  means 
capable  of  conducing  affairs  .in  fo  difficult  a  fitua- 

*  State  Papers,  May  8th.  f  Bouille,  paflim. 
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CxliV'    t5oni  hc  pofeflfed  neither  the  fagacity  which  could 
<—-v^    have  difcovered  the  force  of  a  general  fpirit  diffufed 
17  9*       through  a  people  of  fuch  boldnefs  and  energy,  nor 
Bricnnt  f*f  the  wifdom  which,  to  a  certain  extent,  would  have 
hit  office,      gratified  the  national  defire,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
national  violence ;   and  moderated  the  regal  power 
to  preferve  its  effential  and  ufeful  prerogative.     He 
was  no  lefs  deficient  in  that  boldnefs  of  defign,  and 
vigour  of  execution,  which  only  could  have  over- 
borne the  determination  of  the  people,  and  crufhed 
their  rights.     The  ready  and  willing  tool  of  arbi- 
trary power  in  its  ufual  and  eftablilhed  exercife,he 
poffeffed  neither  invention  nor  courage  to  be  its 
counfellor  or  champion  in  untried  dangers.     The 
conduft  of  government  was  a  motley  mixture  of 
outrage  and  irrefolution,  violence  and  feeblenefs  : 
for  a  fhort  time  the  court  perfifted  in  coercive 
efforts,  both  in  Paris  and  other  provinces  j  and  in 
Dauphiny,  Languedoc    and  Britany,   the  parlia- 
ments were  exiled,  but  the  rage  of  the  people 
broke  out  in  riots,  which  produced  diforder  and 
bloodfhed.     In  fome  inftances  it  appeared,  that  the 
foldiers  being  commanded  to  quell  the  difturbances, 
manifefted  an  extreme  unwillingnefs  to  aft  againft 
Diftrefled      their  countrymen.     The  king  was  at  this  time  in 
fiu&J.*    Ae  greateft  pecuniary  diftrefs,  which  he  faw  the 
people  would  not  voluntarily  relieve  :  nothing,  he 
perceived,  fhort  of  military  execution  would  enforce 
the  obnoxious  edifts. N  Deftitute  of  money,  he  loft 
a  great  part  of  the  influence  which  through  dona- 
tive he  had  poffeffed  ;  many  of  the  nobility,  from 
the  extravagance  of  their  anceftors,  their  own,  or 
both,  were  mere  dependents  on  the  bounty  of  the 

crown  j 


REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III.  3t 

crown;  and  in  the  poverty  of  the  king  they  faw  c jjjjj^^ 
themfelves  precluded  from  the  ufual  refource  of  wn-w 
titled  infignificance  and  beggary  ;    accuftomed  to      l7  9#v 
luxury  and  fplendor,  and  the  eleemofynary  fountain 
of  their  prodigality  and  oftentation  no  longer  flow- 
ing, they  from  a  fpecial  caufe  became  infefted  with 
the  general  difcontent ;  poor  lords,  who  had  fubfifted  - 
by  the  royal  dole,  forfook  the  king  when  he  had  no 
dole  to  beftow  *.     The  houfehold  of  the  monarch, 
extremely  magnificent  and  expenfive,    had  fup- 
ported  vaft  numbers  of  officers  and  attendants  ;  in 
the  king's  diftreffes  four  hundred  of  thefe  were 
neceflarily  difmifled ;    many  of  them,  no  longer* 
maintained  in  idlenefs  and  pomp,  turned  againft 
the  hand  which  had  given  them  food  while  it  had 
food  to  give,  and  from  the  moft  defpicable  and  x 

unworthy  motives  added  to  the  number  of  thofe 
who  oppofed  the  king's  government  from  generous 
and  patriotic  principles.  The  difcontents  rifing 
from  political  caufes  were  enhanced  by  a  phyfical 
calamity ;  a  dreadful  hurricane  of  wind,  rain,  hail, 
thunder  and  lightening,  on  the  13th  of  July, 
affailing  the  land,  deftroyed  the  fruits  and  corn. 
Want  and  mifery  were  foon  felt  through  the 
kingdom ;  and  the  capital  itfelf  was  apprehenfive 
of  a  famine.  The  dearnefs  of  provifions  induced  or 
compelled  many  families  to  difmifs  their  fervants, 
and  thus  increafed  the  number  of  the  idle,  diftreffed, 
and  difiatisfied.  To  aggravate  the  danger  which 
menaced  the  court  fromfo  many  concurring  caufes, 
the  wild  theories  of  fophiftical  proje&ors,  equally 
inimical  to  religion  as  to  regular  government,  to 

*  Annual  Regifter,  1789. 
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chap,  beneficial  liberty  as  to  abfolute  monarchy,  were 
\_*-.^_j  faft  gaining  ground.     In  the  latter  end  of  1788, 
*7*9-      the  opponents  of  the  king  confifted  of  two  great 
clafTes : — firft,  the  champions  of  rational  liberty, 
determined  not  only  to  prevent  future  encroach- 
ments, but  to  corred  pad  ufurpations ;  to  change 
the  government  from  an  abfolute  to  a  limited  mo- 
narchy ;  to  render  its  objed  the  general  happinefs, 
inftead  of  the  pleafure  of  individuals,  its  rule  the 
.    national  voice,  inftead  of  the  monarch's  will.     The 
other  clafs  confifted  of  thofe  who,  not  contented 
with,  an  alteration  of  meafures,  fought  an  utter  fub- 
verfion  of  the  eftablifhment,  and  promoted  do&rines 
and  fchemes,  which  would  deftroy  all  government : 
between  thefe  two  extremes  there  were  various  gra- 
dations, from  the  fupporters  of  limited  monarchy 
,    to  the  levellers  of  all  ranks  and  orders.     The  prin-  * 
cipal  a&ors  were  at  this  time  chiefly  of  the  former 
divifion,  or  at  leaft  more  nearly  allied  to  it  than  to 
the  latter ;  but  fubordinate  agents,  efpecially  many  of 
%    the  literary  men  employed  as  efficacious  inftruments 
by  the  leaders,  were  clofely   conne&ed   with  the 
t  votaries   of  boundlefs   revolution.     Many   of  the 
writers,  in  combatting  abfolute  power  to  affift  par- 
liaments and  vindicate  the  rights  of  the  people,  aU. 
tacked  all  exifting  forms  and  eftablifhments,  and 
loofened  the  great  cements  of  fociety  *. 

The  minifter  feeing  his  fovereign  in  fuch  cala- 
mitous circumftances,  was  more  mindful  of  his  own 
.fafety,  tjian  gratitude  to  his  mafter ;  he  refigned 
his  office,  and  fought  refuge  in  Italy.     Louis  find- 
ing his  own  diftreffes,  and  thofe  of  his  kingdom, 

*  Bertrand  de  Moleville  on  the  French  Revolution,  v.  i.  c.  f  • 
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multiplying,  and  that  the  arbitrary  irteafures  tthich  chap. 
were  fuggefted  by  his  minifters  were  producing  w-v*«J 
effe&s  fo  different  from  their  predi&ions,  and  his      ,?8*- 
wifhes,  rtfolved  to  adopt  a  new  plan,  more  con-  v 
fiflent  wfth  his  own  benignant  ch^ra&er.    To  gra-  £ *«?*" 
tify  the  nation,  and  procure  a  counfellor  likely  to  re-  Mr,N«ckar, 
lieve  the  country  and  himfelf,  he  determined  to  recal 
the  celebrated  Mn  Neckar.    From  this  gentleman,     , 
fp  univerfally  popular,  and,  indeed,  the  idol  of 
their  adoration,  the  warm  fancies  of  Frenchmen 
expe&ed  impoffibilities.     They  feemed  to  have  con- 
ceived that  he  pofleffed  a  kind  of  magical  power, 
which  could  pay  off  an  immenfe  public  debt  without 
money,  and  fupply  twenty-five  millions  of  people 
with  cojn  and  bread.     But  Neckar  by  no  means 
pofleffed  thofe  extraordinary  talents  which  were 
once  imputed  to  him  by  the  grateful  fubje&s  of 
Louis,  and  by  that  monarch  himfelf.     Strid  morals 
and  integrity  even  his  adverfaries  *  afcribed  to  this 
celebrated  economift;   but  the  impartial  philofo- 
pher  t  readily  difcovered  that  he  w&s  a.  mere  man  of 
detail ;  a  fkilful  and  upright  fteward*  but  not  a  pro- 
found ftatefman.     "  Neckar  (fays  Bouille)  viewed 
France  with  the  eyes  of  a  citizen  of  Geneva."    Na- 
tive of  a  republic,  he  was  warmly  attached  to  the 
,  rights  and  interefts  of  the  people  ;  of  plebeian  ex- 
traction, he  too  little  regarded  the  diftin&ions  of 
rank  and  of  birth,  and  eftimated  them  by  the  ab^ 
ftrad  principles  of  equality,  inftead  of  the  a&ual 
inftitutions  of  an  eftablifhed  government  in  a  great 
and  powerful  nation  ;  his  fentiments  and  habits  of 
thinking  were  inimical  to  the  privileged  orders. 

#  Boirilliy  page  70.  f  Adam  Smith. 
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C  xlhiP>  ^ec^car  ***>  individually,  a  man  of  immenfe  riches; 

v^-v^  during  a  confiderable  part  of  his  life,  he  had 
x7*9*  been  chiefly  converfant  with  monied  capitalists,  and 
naturally  attributed  more  than  its  due  fhare  of  im- 
portance to  the  diftin&on  of  wealth :  hence,  in 
every  regulation  which  he  fhould  defire  to  frame, 
'  farmers  of  the  revenue,  contra&ors,  bankers,  and 
merchants,  were  likely  to  be  more  confidered  than 
the  clergy  or  nobility :  and  from  thefe  various  caufes 
Neckar  was  chiefly  attached  to  the  third  eftate. 
With  fuch  notions  and  predilections  he  came  to  the 
adminiftration  of  France,  at  a  feafon  which  required 
a  ftatefman  and  lawgiver  that  could  furvey  the 
whole  circumflances  and  interefts  of  the  empire 
without  leaning  either  to  clergy  or  laity,  nobility  or 
plebeians,  to  riches  or  to  birth  j  and  would  provide 
impartially  and  eflfe&ually  for  the  welfare  of  the 
whole. 

•  On  Mr.  Neckar*s  appointment,  the  chief  perfons 
of  Brienne*s  party  were  difmiffed  from  office. 
The  parliament  of  Paris  was  reftored  to  its  func- 
tions, met  in  the  middle  of  September,  and  caufed 
all  the  king's  late  decrees,  which  they  reprefented 
as  unconftitutional,  to  be  publicly  burnt.  Mr- 
Neckar  found  the  finances  in  fo  difordered  a  condi- 

who  coon-    tion  that  he  advifed  a  convocation  of  the  States  Ge- 

rcJs  the  con-  :  * 

IhCsioi,of  ^end  as  *e  on^  e^e^ua^  roeafure  for  relief.  Hfe 
CcncraL  *propofed,  however,  as  a  preliminary,  to  fnmmon  a 
new  convocation  of  notables,  who  fhould  deliver  their 
opinion  concerning  the  compofition  of  the  States 
General,  the  qualifications  of  the  eledors,  and  of  the 
ele&ed ;  the  mode  of  election,  the  proportion  rif 
delegates  to  the  wealth  and  populoufnefs  of  the  feve- 

ral 
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ral  difiri&s ;  alfo,  the-amount  and  relation  of  mem-  6  H  a  p. 
bers  to  be  fent  by  the  different  orders,  and  the  in-  v^^-v-o 
ftru&ions  which  they  were  to  receive  from  their      *?**' 
ccmftituents  ;  and  the   ift  of  May  1789,  was  the 
day   appointed   for   the   meeting    of  the   States 
General. 

Two  great  queftions  exifted.  between  the  three  Queftion 
orders,  the  nobles,,  the  clergy,  and  the  com-  Se^SIf- 
mons;  firft,  whether  all  the  deputies  fliould  ^°rs,ofthe 
meet  in  one  affembly,  wherein  the  concentrated 
power  of  the  States  General  fhould  refide,  or  whe- 
ther they  fhould  be  divided  as  they  had  been  at  the 
laft  meeting  in*  x  6 1 4,  into  three  chambers,  through 
which  a  refolution  muft  be  carried  (at  leaft  two 
of  them)  before  it  became  the  acknowledged  aft 
of  the  States  *•  Secondly,  whether  the  number 
of  deputies  from  each  of  the  orders  fhould  be  three 
hundred,  as  in  16 14,  or  the  clergy  and  nobles 
fhould  retain  their  former  numbers,  and  the  com- 
mons fend  fix  hundred,  fo  as  to  equal  the  amount 
of  the  other  two  eftates :  this  was  called  the  double 
reprefentation  of  the  people.  Thefe  two  queftions  * 
agitated  the  public  with  great  violence:  if  they 
voted  by  orders,  a  double  reprefentation  would  be 
of  no  effefll,  as  the  two  eftates  could  out-vote  the 
three  ;  therefore,  the  double  reprefentation  was 
propofed  on  the  fuppofition  that  they  were  to  vote 
by  numbers*  The  arguments  for  three  affemblies 
were  founded  on  ancient  ufage ;  for  one,  upon 
juftice  and  expediency.     By  the  fupporters  of  the 

*  Voting  by  heads  wai  the  term  applied  to  the  firft  of  thefe    • 
alternatives,  and  voting  by  orders  to  the  fecond. 
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fatft  k  was  contended,  that  unlefs  there  was  but  ofle 
affembly  the  power  of  the  commons  would  really  be 
r7*9*      nugatory.     The  clergy  and  nobles  would  coalefce 
together  to  defend  their  immunities  againft  the  com- 
mons, who,  in  their  own,  maintained  the  general 
and  the       interefts  of  the  people.     If  their  numbers  were  not 
double  re-    equal  to  thofe  of  the  other  two  orders,  they  could 

preftntaum      ^  .  .  ™ 

effea  no  purpofe  of  imponant  improvement.    The 
ariftocratical  eftates  prevailing  among  the   nota- 
bles,  that  council  voted  for  feparate  chambers. 
In  their   opinion    concurred  the   Parliament    of 
Paris,   which,    though   defirous  of  repreffing  the 
power  of  the  crown,  was  inimical  to  the  exaltation 
of  the  commons.     Mr.  Neckar  inclined  to  the  third 
eftate,  but  at  the  fame  time  profefTed  a  defire  to  pre- 
serve the  neceffary  and  ufeful  prerogatives  of  the 
crown ;  but  the  means  were  not  wifely  adapted  to 
the    end.     Neckar  reafoned  like  an  accountant 
rather  than  a  ftatefman,  and  treated  a  queftion  for 
conflituting  the  legiflation  of  a  mighty  nation,  as  if  he 
had  been  fumming  up  the  iterps  of  a  day-book  in 
•  order  to  make  an  entry  into  a  ledger ;  he  thought 
that  by  equalizing  the  numbers  of  the  commons 
and  the  two  privileged  orders,  the  one  would  ba- 
lance the  other  ;  the  States  General,  like  the  par- 
liament of  England,  would  confift  of  two  great 
branches  of  law-givers,  which,  together  with  the 
king,  might  produce  mutual  fupport  and  reciprocal 
controuly  therefore  he  promoted  the  double  repre- 
fentation.    But  though  there  would  be  thus  an 
arithmetical  equality  between  the  two  firft  orders 
and  the  third,  perfectly  fatisfaclory  to  an  auditor  of 
accounts,  there  was  by  no  means  that  political 

equality 
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equality  which  would  tetve  fatisfied  a  wife  law-giver,  c  ^,5" 
who  propofed  to  eftablifti  an  effectual  balance  in  a  w*-v~**# 
s^nftitution.  If  Necfcar  had  difcerned  the  a&ual  ftatc  I7g*' 
«i£i  party,-  he  would  have  found  that  the  partizans 
of  the  privileged  orders  among  the  commons  were 
•very  few*  that  the  partizans  of  the  commons  among 
the  privileged  orders  were  very  many  *,  and  there- 
fore, that  if  they  were  equal  in  number,  the  com- 
mons would  engrofs  the  power  which  he  propofed 
to  be  feparated.  Intending  that  the  ariftocracyand 
democracy  fhould  be  a  mutual  equipoife,  Mr. 
Neckar^  to  whofe  opinion  the  king  implicitly  re- 
signed himfelf,  in  no  fmall  degree  contributed  to  the 
deftru&ion  of  the  one  and  predominancy  of  the 
other.  The  minifter  entirely  negle&ed  the  queflion 
concerning  the  confolidation  of  thfe  orders;  an 
omiffion  which  prevented  a  corre&ive  of  the  power 
which  the  commons  were  to  obtain  by  the  double 
r eprefentation.  *  The  parliament  of  Paris  found  they 
had  loft  their  popularity  by  takingthefide  of  the  other 
privileged  orders,  and  that  they  might  regain  the  fa- 
vour of  the  commons,  publifhed  a  decree  which  vin» 
dicated  as  the  rights  of  a  Frenchman,  all  the  leading 
obje&s  that  have  been  attained,  or  indeed  fought> 
by  the  beft  and  moft  admired  conftitutions.  The 
rights  claimed,  nearly  the  fame  as  thofe  fecured  to 
Engliihmen,  were  fuch  as  muft  have  contented  all 
who  underftood  both  the  extent  and  bounds  of 
ufeful  liberty.  The  chief  heads  of  the  decree  were, 
that  no  afferably1  could  be  confidered  as  national, 
unlefs  it  afcertained  the  following  points  in  favour  of 
the  people :  the  periodical  returns  of  the  States 

*  See  Annual  Rcgiltcr  178^. 
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by  the  States  ;  no  law  to  be  executed  by  the  courts 
*7*9'      of  juftice,  unlcfs  ratified  by  the  States ;   the  fop- 
preffion  of  all  taxes  which  marked  the  exemption  of 
certain  orders  ;  equalization  of  imports ;  the  refpon- 
fibility  of  minifters ;  the  right  of  the  States  General 
to  bring  accufations  before  the  courts  of  juftice  for 
crimes  ;  the  abolition  of  arbitrary  imprisonment,  by 
bringing  before  the  proper  judges  every  man  who 
was  detained ;  and  confirming  the  lawful  freedom  of 
the  prefs.  Thefe  claims  were  far  from  anfwering  the 
ideas  of  liberty  now  fpread  through  France.     The 
decree  was  regarded  with  indifference,  and  the  par- 
liament henceforward  dwindled  into  infignificance. 
The  year  1789  began  with  very  great  diffcnfions 
between  the  orders.  The  nobility  and  clergy,  which, 
in  1787,  had  refufed  to  part  with  their  immunities, 
now  expreffed  their  willingnefs  to  take  an  equal 
The  com-     fliare  of  the  public  burdens.     The  commons,  far 
FrMce°ai-    from  being  fatisfied  with  this  fubmiffion,  propofed  to 
I"cence?<£  <werthrow  all  privileges  whatfoever ;  to  rejed:  every 
*\C2{\(or      claim  founded  on  ancient  ufage,  or  on  compaft ;  to 
uity.  *      make  general  equality  the  ftandard  of  private  or 
public  right.     The  writers  of  the  time  employed 
their  feparate  and  joint  ingenuity  in  attacking  the 
rank  and  titles  of  the  nobles,  and  the  tenure  by 
which  many  of  them  held  their  eftates ;  and  French 
liberty,  in  the  beginning  of  1789,  was  mingled  with 
principles  fubverfive  of  rank  and  of  property.   Until 
the  meeting  of  the  States,  the  queftion  concerning  , 
the  amalgamation  of  the  orders  agitated  the  nobles 
and  commons,while  the  clergy  appeared  undecided, 
and  ready  to  join  the  party  which  fhould  prevail. 
It  had  been  cuftomary  in  France,  in  former  times, 

when 
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when  the  Slates  General  met,  for  the  orders  in  each  chap. 
diftriQ:  to  deliver  inftru&ions  to  their  refpe&ive  de-  s^^^, 
legates.     This    pra&ice  being  now  revived,    the      I7*9* 
dire&ions  given  to  the  deputies  of  the  nobles,  and   inftruaion* 
to  the  deputies  of  the  commons,  by  their  refpe&ive  twnts°to  '" 
conftituents,  very  fully  manifefted  the  diverfity  of  delcsalc,* 
jthe  fpirit  which  a&uated  the  three  bodies.    The 
inftruaions  of  the  nobility  enjoined  their  reprefen- 
tatiyes  to  urge  a  reform  of  the  conftitution;  to 
ftrengtben  the  fecurities  for  property,  liberty,  and 
life;  and  to  furrender  their  pecuniary  exemptions, 
but  not  refign  their  feudal  rights,  nor  to  confent  to  a 
confolidation  of  the  orders.     The  commons,  in  their 
mandates  to  their  commiffioners,  inftru&ed  them  tot 
infift  on  the  abolition  of  all  diftin&ions*  the  aban- 
donment of  feudal  rights,  and  the  refolution  of  the 
different  ftates  into  one  mafs.     The  injundions  of 
the  nobility  tended,  if  followed,  to  eftablifh  a  mode- 
rate and  limited  government,  fecuring  civil  rights  to 
all  claffes  of  fubje&s,  but  preferving  a  diftin&ion  of 
orders  and  a  fubordination  of  ranks.     The  injunc- 
tions of  the  commons,  previous  to  their  firft  affemv 
bly,  tended  to  overturn  the  other  ftates  under  the 
wight  of  a  democracy  *. 

On  the  i  ft  of  May  1789,  after  a  cefTation  of  175  Meeting  of 
years,  the,  States  General  of  France  met  for  the  firft, 
time*     The  parties  which  had  prevailed  through- 

**Mr.  Lally  Tolendal,  in  exhibiting  the  different  views  of  the 
parties  of  this  time,  obferves,  the  commons  wiftied  to  conquer, 
the  nobles  wiflied  to  preferve  what  they  already  pofle fled  ;  the 
clergy  waited  to  fee  which  fide  would  be  victorious,  in  order  ta  - 
join  the  conquerors. 
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out  the  kingdom,  appeared  in  the  States  General, 
and  ranged  themfelves  into  three  great  divifions. 
17*9.  Thc  firft  ^vas  the  ariftocratic  party,  determined  to 
ftipport  the  ancient  form  and  mode  of  procedure, 
by  a  reparation  of  the  States  into  three  cham- 
bers* This  clafs  was  confiderable  from  the 
rank,  talents,  and  fituation  of  its  members.  The 
fecond  divifion  was  that  of  the  moderate  party ;  it* 
members  were,  on  the  one  hand,  averfe  to  affemhlies 
of  three  feparate  orders,  -  as  tending  to  throw  the 
legiflative  flower  too  much  into  the  hands  of  the  prk 
vileged  ftates,  and,  inftead  of  an  unlimited  mo- 
narchy,  to  eftabliih  an  uncontrouled  ariftocracy ;  on 
the  other,  they  were  inimical  to  the  confufion  of  die 
orders,  as  tending,  inftead  of  reforming,  to  fubrvert 
the  government.  Thefe  were  defirous  of  forming 
the  nobles  and  clergy  into  one  houfe,  upon  a  prin- 
ciple of  reciprocal  controul,  analogous  to  the  Britifli 
.  conftitution.  The  third  divifion  was  the  great  and 
formidable  democratic  party,  feeking  and  tending  to 
overbear  all  ranks  and  diftinftions.  In  this  cla& 
were  to  be  numbered  fome  of  the  raoft  confpicuous 
men  of  the  other  orders*  The  extraordinary  abi- 
lities of  Mirabeauwere  employed  againft  that  eftate 
tp  which  he  himfelf  belonged.  The  firft  prince  of 
the  blood  was  a&ive  in  promoting  fa&ions  tending 
tafubvert  the  monarchy  from  which  he  derived  frig 
elevated  rank  and  immenfe  poffeffions  *.    Againft 

the 

?  The  yearly  income  of  the  J)uke  of  Orleans  wai  efttmated 
at  half  a  millipn  flcrling,  A  conGderable  part  of  this  revenue 
was  employed  in  acquiring"  popularity,  and  forming,  from  the 
idle  and  profligate  rabble  through  the  provinces,  but  efpecially 
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the  clergy  appeased  the  Bifeop  of  Autun,  carrying  <*  h  a  k 
with  him  a  great  body  of  his  brethren,  and  prepared  v^v^nj 
to  join  the  moft  violent  commons  in  their  democratic  *7*,i 
excefles.  The  Abbe  Sieyes,  an  eminent  difciple  of 
the  new  philofophy,  penetrating,  crafty,  and  verfa- 
tile,  brought  all  his  ability  and  addrefs  to  fupport 
the  fa£Kon  which  his  difcernipent  eafily  perceived 
about  to  be  paramount.  The  literary  men,  a  great 
and  powerful  clafs  in  ciicumftances  that  fo  much  de- 
pended on  public  opinion,  ranged  themfelves  under 
the  ftandard  of  the  commons,  purfuing  meafures  fo 
inimical  to  that  tranquillity  and  profperity  which  bcft 
nourilh  the  purfuits  of  literature.  The  monied  ca* 
pitaiifts,  proud  of  their  wealth,  and  envious  of  the 
rank  which  their  opulence  could  not  attain,  wens 
foremoft  in  inftigating  meafures  tending  to  the  de- 
ftrudtion  of  that  property  which  only  could  prevent . 
them  from  infignificance.  Befides  thefe  claffes,  the 
third  divifion  included  numbers  of  profligate  fpend* 
thrifts,  abounding  in  France,  as  in  all  luxurious 
countries,  who  wiflied  for  a  change  by  which  they 
hoped  to  be  better,  and  knew  they  could  not  be 
worfe. 

The    States   bang    met,    his    majefty,    in   a  Sp^ <* 
fpeech  from    the  throne,  mentioned  his  reafons        "* 
for  convoking  the  affembly  ;  he  noticed  the  left* 
lefs  fpirit  of  innovation,  and  the  general  difcorv 

in  the  city  of  Pans,  a  numerous  body  of  retainers,  ready  to  un- 
dertake any  fervice,  however  de(perate»  at  his  inftancc.  If  hit 
Tiew8f  as  ha>  beep  often  aflerted,  were  directed  to  the  higheft 
pinnacle  of  ambition,  by  a  facality  which  often  accompanies 
wickednefs,  the  meafures,  which  he  purfued  for  the  deftruclioa 
pf  another,  deftjroye<|  himfelf. 

tent 
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°xLui.F#.  tcnt  *****  F^*****  among  his  people.    A  great 
^rvw  objeft  of  the  ftates,  he  traded,  would  be  to  re* 
17**      move  thofe  evils ;  and  they  would  manifeft  in  their 
proceedings  that  loyalty  and  attachment  to  the 
monarchy  from  which  France  derived  fuch  glory 
and  benefit.    The  chancellor  fpoke  of  the  advan- 
tages which  accompanied  a  limited  government, 
equally  diftant  from  defpotifm  and  anarchy.     Mr. 
Neckar  then  riling,  excited  in  the  audience  the 
ofKeckar.  higheft  expe&ation.  From  him  all  parties  trufted  for 
the  moil  full  and  accurate  information  concerning 
every  important  department  of  public  afiairs ;  flrong 
practical  reafoning,  which  would  demonftrate  what 
was  wilie  and  right  to  be  done  at  fuch  a  crifis  ;  with 
manly  eloquence  to  inculcate  the  neceffity  of  corre- 
spondent conduft;  but  all  were  totally  difappointed  : 
his  fpecch  was  loofe  and  declamatory,  abounding  in 
general  maxims  of  morality  and  politics,  which  were 
obvioufly  true,  but  in  no  way  illuilrated  the  momen~ 
tousfubjedls  of  deliberation;  and  fentimentaleffufions, 
that  afler ted  the  wiihes  of  the  fpeaker  for  the  happi- 
nefs  of  France,  without  explaining  any  means  for  its 
.  attainment.     On  the  great  fubjeft  of  confolidation 
he  laid  nothing  decifive,  he  merely  expreffed  a  de- 
fire  that  the  matter  might  be  accommodated.    Ap- 
pointed by  his  fovereign  to  addrefs  the  national 
representatives,  who  were  aflembled  to  deliberate 
on  great  public  difficulties,  he  neither  ftated  fa&s, 
nor  propofed  means  leading  to  extrication ;  his  ha- 
rangue was  totally  inadequate  to  the  office  which 
he  was  chofen  to  difcharge.    The  miniftry  were 
no  iefs  feeble  and  indecifive  in  their  condud  than 
their  language.     The  king  at  this  time  pofleffed 

8  all 
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all- the  legal  authority  of  the  kingdom ;  and  though  chap. 
the  ftafces  were  met,  they  were  not  yet  conftituted,  v-^s^L# 
as  the  writs  of  deftion  had  not  been  examined*      w** 
He,  by  his  cftabliflied  authority  might  have  inftituted 
concerning  their  feffions,   any  regulations  which 
fhould  be  conformable  to  ancient  precedent  and 
ufage;  and  to  have  refufed  compliance  with  hi$ 
directions  would  have  been  rebellion.    Notwitiu 
(landing  his  pofleffion  of  this  power,  his  minifter* 
moft  impolitically  faegle&ed  the  exercife  of  it  to 
prevent  the  confufion  of  the  orders,  and  thereby 
•  fuffered  the  ftates  to  become  a  democratkal  affem* 
bly.     The  verification  of  their  powers*  afforded 
the  firft  occafion  to  the  commons  of  infilling  that 
they  fhould  meet  in  oiie  chamber.     Encouraged  by 
their  own  ftrength,   and  the  backwardnefs  of  the 
minifters,  they  very  boldly  afferted,  thatxmlefs  the 
writs  were  verified  im  their  prefence,  they  could 
not  admit  their  holder's  to  a  feat  in  the  aflembly, 
and  that  both  nobles  and  clergy  would  be  illegal 
meetings.      The  clergy  wavered ;    many  of  the  Difunian 
nobility  were  firm  in  maintaining  the  rights  of  a  (£„  tf  thi" 
feparate  verification,  but  there  were  gneat  diffenfions  %££.** 
in  that  body.     The  commons,  on  the  other  hand, 

*  Each  member  was  obliged,  before  the  commencement  of 
public  bufinefs,  to  prefent  bis  writ  of  ele&ion  upon  the  table 
of  the  chamber  to  which  he  belonged.  CommifTariea  were 
then  appointed  by  each  order  to  examine  the  authenticity  of  all 
the  writs  immediately  belonging  to  itfelf ;  and  until  this  bufinefs 
was  finifhed,  which  ufually  took  up  feveral  days,  the  Statet 
General  were  deilitute  of  all  legal  authority  whatfocver.  The 
fanftion  of  thefe  commiflaries  to  the  autbenticity  of  the  writs, 
afforded  what  was  called  the  txrification  of  power*. 

were 
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Cxli  u  ?*  werc  un^e(^#  ^*  Neckar  propofed  coBciUatory 
v-^v^  meafures,  which,  from  their  inderifiyenefs,  fathfied 
17  9*  neither  party.  The  nobles  remaining  inflexible, 
The  com-  the  commons,  by  a  ftill  bolder  ftretch  qf  their 
thenifeivesa  power  and  influence,  declared  that  they  would 
Xmbiy.  conftitute  themfelves  into  an  a&ive  aflembly,  and 
proceed  to  legiflative  bufinefs.  Many  of  the 
clergy,  feeing  the  commons  prevalent,  flocked  to 
their  hall,  and  were  mod  joyfully  received.  The 
commons  executed  the  bold  defign  which  they  had 
formed,  and  conftituted  themfelves  into  a  meeting 
which  they  denominated  the  National  Assembly. 
This  body  fo  formed  by  its  own  ad,  rapidly  ad- 
vanced in  the  aflumption  of  power.  On  the  17th 
of  June  they  publiflied  a  decree,  intimating  that 
they  poffeffed  the  fovereign  authority,  and  exercifed 
the  fame  by  a  very  popular  a&,  declaring  all  exift- 
ing  taxes  to  be  illegal*.  The  king  was  alarmed  at 
proceedings  which  changed  the  confutation,  and 
tended  fpeedily  to  draw  the  fupreme  authority  into 
the  democratic  vortex ;  and  begin  to  be  diflatisfied 
with  his  minifters,  to  whofe  irrefolution  and  in« 
a&ion,  he  now  imputed  the  progrefs  of  ambitious 
violence.  The  princes  and  other  votaries  of  the 
old  government,  exhorted  him  to  vigorous  mea- 
fures  t  i  they  advifed  him  to  hold  a  royal  feflion  in 
the  hall  of  the  States  General,  whicl)  byaffembling 
would  fufpend  the  meeting  of  that  body.  The 
king  agreed  to  follow  the  advice,  and  on  the  2  oth 
of  June  he  iffued  a  proclamation  appointing  thq 

*  Bcrtrand,  vol.  I.  69. 
f  Bcrtrand)  chap.  H, 
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32d  for  that  purpofe.  Themajority  of  the  clergy  o  h  a  p. 
having  now  agreed  to  join  the  commons,  the  mem^ 
bers  of  the  third  eftate  repaired  to  the  hall.  The 
kin^  having  appointed  the  fame  day  for  the  royal 
feffion,  the  guards  were  ordered  to  keep  that 
apartment  clear  until  the  arrival  of  his  majefty. 
As  the  members  of  the  affembly  came  to  the  door, 
they  were  refufed  admittance  by  the  foldiers  ;  the 
commons,  from  fo  violent  an  aft,  apprehending  an 
immediate ,  diffblution,  retired  to  an  old  tennis- 
court,  where  they  bound  themfelves  by  a  folemn 
oath  never  to  part  until  the  conftitution  was  com- 
pleted. The  majority  of  the  clergy  now  joined  the 
commons,  and  met  them  in  St.  Louis's  church,  on 
the  23d.  The  royal  feffion  being  opened,  liis 
majefty  propofed  the  outlines  of  a  new  conftitution : 
he  engaged  to  eftablifli  no  frefh  tax,  nor  to  pro- 
long an  old  impoft  beyond  the  term  affigned  by 
the  laws,  without  the  confent  of  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  nation  ;  he  renounced  the  right  of  borrow- 
ing money,  unlefs  with  the  approbation  of  the 
ftates  j  there  fhould  be  an  end  of  pecuniary  exemp- 
tions ;  and  lettres  de  cachet  Ihould  ceafe,  with  fome 
modifications.  He  tondemned  the  late  decree  of 
the  commons,  which  afTumed  by  their  own  fole 
aft,  the  whole  fegiflative  power  of  the  kingdom  ; 
and  concluded  that  none  of  the  laws  eftablifhed  in 
the  prefent  States  General  could  ever  be  altered, 
but  by  the  free  confent  of  future  States  General,  and 
that  they  fliould  be  confidered  as  equally  facred 
with  all  other  national  properties.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  declared  that  all  tithes  and  feudal  rents 

fhould 
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fhould  be  accounted  property,  and  therefore  fa- 
cred ;  and  that  the  ftates  fliould  be  affembled  m 
17  9'  three  chambers  inftead  of  one.  The  manner  of 
'  the  addrefs  by  no  means  fuited  the  conciliatory 
profeffions,  nor  indeed  the  fubftance  of  the  pro- 
pofition.  It  frequently  introduced  the  long's  will 
as  the  foundation  of  grants  which  in  a  government 
intended  to  be  free  were  rights,  not  favours. 
In  themfelves,  however,  the  propofitions  were 
fuch  as  a  few  years  before,  political  fagadty  could 
have  not  conceived  that  a  king  of  France  would 
offer  to  his  fubje&s.  His  majefty  commanded 
them  to  feparate,  and  to  meet  the  next  day  in  the 
halls  of  their  refpe&ive  orders.  Equitable  as  the 
plan  was  in  itfelf,  it  required  little  penetration  to 
perceive,  that  it  would  by  no  means  meet  the  ideas 
of  the  commons ;  that  the  magifterial  expreffions 
would  render  it  ftiil  more  unpalatable,  and  were- 
therefore  extremely  unwife.  The  commons  liften- 
ed  in  haughty  filence,  while  the  plan  was  reading ; 
and  as  foon  as  the  king  departed,  abfoluteiy  re- 
fufed  to  break  up  their  feffion.  The  king's 
attendants  having  reminded  them  of  his  majefty's 
order,  the  prefident  anfwered,  THE  NATION 
ASSEMBLED  HAS  NO  ORDERS  TO  RE- 
CEIVE*.  They  paffed  a  refolution  declaring  the 
adherence  of  the  aflembly  to  its  former  decree  : 
and  another  pronouncing  the  perfons  of  the  deputies 

,  *  Mirabeau,  who  through  fomc  a&s  and  fome  fufpicioris 

had  nearly  loft  his  popularity,  had  the  fortune  upon  this  occa- 
fion  to  recover  it  with  increafe,  by  the  impetuofity  with  which 

'  he  told  the  king's  attendants,  that  nothing  hut  the  points  of 

bayonets  fliould  force  them  out  of  their  chamber.     * 

facred 
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facred  and  inviolable.    The  populace  at  Verfailles  c  m  x  p. 
became  violent  in  behalf  of  the  commons.     At  u^-v-*-* 
Paris  the  ferment  was  ftill  more  outrageous  t5  and  P*Jj** 
increafed  in  proportion  to  the  attempts  of  either  violence. 
the  nobles  or  the  court,  to  oppofe  or  controul  the 
pretenfions'  of  the  third  eftate.      The  commons 
now  found  themfelves  fo  ftrong  in  the  public  fup- 
port,  that  they  affe&ed  to  treat  the  king's  fyftem 
and  declaration- as  too  infignificant  to  merit  confi- 
deration  or  anfwer.      On  the  24th  of  June,  the 
Count  de  Clermont  moved,  that  the  nobles  fhould 
unite  with  the  commons,  and  was  ably  joined  by 
Monfieur  de  Lally  Tollendal ;  but  the  majority  of  Firmicft  in 
nobles,     would  not  bend  to    a    propofal  which 
the  natural  prepoffeffion  of  birth,  rank,  and  cut 
torn,  taught   them  to  deem  humiliating.     Many 
of  that  body,  however,  were  either  connefted  with 
the  popular  party,  or  convinced  that  inflexibility 
would  anfwer  no  purpofe ;  and  therefore  joined  the 
affembly.       The   people  became    hourly    more 

f  No  clafa  of  rioters  was  more  active  in  the  French  capital 
than  the  (pohTardcs)  fifli- women  ;  who,  in  addition  to  the  vio- 
lence of  their  fitter*  in  our  own  metropolis,  poffefled  all  the  Gallic 
vivacity.  Par  exceeding  the  BiDingfgate  fair,  inftead  of  con- 
fining themfelves  to  volubility  of  invective,  from  fime  im- 
memorial they  had  acted  a  diftinguifhed  part  in  Parifian  mobs, 
and  were  noted  for  their  ferocious  actions*  On  fo  great  an 
occafion  they  were  not  flow  in  difplaying  their  zeal  and  their 
talents.  The  fex  likewife  afforded  another  clafs  of  auxiliaries, 
more  infimiatiag*  lefs  lavage  in  appearance,  but  not  Jcfs  effec- 
tive. Thefe  were  the  courtezans,  whofe  numbers  were  immenfe 
in  that  profligate  city.  One  of  the  chief  fcenes  of  diforder 
and  enormity  was  the  garden  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  whither 
the  mob  daily  reforted,  where  hired  orators  inflamed  them  to 
every  act  of  atrocious  violence, 

violent 
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violent  againft  the  majority  of  the  nobles,  whom 
they  deemed  refradory:  outrage  and  bloodfhed 
were  expe&ed.  The  members  of  this  feif- 
created  afferably  had  far  exceeded  the  inftruc- 
tions  of  their  conftituents $  in  affirming  the 
legiflative  power,  they  were  not  the  representatives 
of  the  people ;  they  were  a  ftrong  and  numerous 
fa&ion,  that  ufurped  the  office  of  lawgivers  by 
force ;  by  force  only  could  ufurpation  have  been 
oppofed.  Conceffion  never  did  nor  can  avert  the 
encroachments  of  determined  ambition.  This  was 
the  language  which  the  princes  of  the  blood*,  and 
all  the  firmed  friends  of  the  monarchy  held ;  it 
was  indeed  not  the  language  of  choice,  but  ne- 
ceffity.  From  the  attempt  of  the  popular  fa&ion  to 
feize  the  direction  of  the  empire,  the  fimple  quef- 
tion  with  the  votaries  of, monarchy  was,  fliall  we 
defend  ourfelves  or  be  overwhelmed  ?  There  was  no 
alternative*  The  king  was  uniformly  impelled  by 
humanity,  and  in  the  mildnefs  of  his  difpofition, 
feeking  the  good  of  his  people,  he  deviated  from  that 
fir  jnnefs  by  which  only  their  welfare  could  have  been 
effe&ually  fecured.  To  avert  the  dangers  whch  he 
.  conceived  to  impend  over  the  unyielding  nobles,  he 
entreated  that  order  to  give  up  their  judgment  and 
determination  to  the  wifhes  of  the  governing  fac- 
tion. On  the  27th  of  June  he  fent  the  following 
meffage  to  the  nobles,  by  their  prefident  the  Duke 
of  Luxemburgh  :  "  From  the  fidelity  and  affe&ion 
of  the  order  of  which  you  are  prefident,  I  expeffc 
its  union  with  the  other  two.  I  have  reflected 
upon  it,  and  am  determined  to  make  every  facrU 

•  Sec  BcTtrand. 
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fice  rather  than  that  a  Jingle  man  Jhould  perijh  on  chap. 
my  account.    Tell  the  order  of  the  nobility,  there-  JjiJJ^ 
fore,  that  I  entreat  them  to  join  the  other  two      17*9. 
efhtes ;  and  if  this  be  not  enough,  Icommand  them  jdty's  in- 
to  do  it  as  their  king-— it  is  my  will*      If  there  be  unite  wUhT 
one  of  its  membefs  who  believes  himfelf  bound  by  thecolu- 

'     mom* 

his  inftru&ions,  his  oath,  or  his  honour,  to  re- 
main in  the  chamber,  let  me  know :  I  will  go  and 
fit.  by  him,  and  die  with  him  if  it  be  neceffary  !" 
A  long-  and  violent  debate  took  place,  in  which 
the  Duke  of  Luxemburgh  read  a  letter  from  the 
Count  d'Artois,  intimating  that  the  king's  petfon 
might  be  expofed  to  immediate  danger,  if  the 
popular  fury  was  roufed  by  their  refufal.  The 
queilion  of  ynion  was  at  laft  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  and  the  nobles  repaired  to  the  hall  of 
the  commons  that  evening.  The  propofed  meeting 
of  the  orders  became  a  popular  convention ;  and, 
from  this  moment,  the  conftitution  of  France  may 
be  confidered  as  actually  changed,  although  the 
commencement  of  the  revplution  be  dated  from  a 
fubfequent  period.  The  popular  leaders  now  faw 
that  imperious  demand  would  extort  conceffion ; 
and  on  this  difcovery  they  formed  their  judgment, 
and  regulated  their  conduct. 

The  people,  feeing  the  orders  united,  believed 
the  happinefs  of  France  on  the  eve  of  completion. 
All  parties  agreed  on  the  neceflity  of  corre&ing  the 
ancient  government ;  the  only  difference  appeared 
to  be  refpe&ing  the  extent  to  which  the  reform 
fliould  be  carried,  and  the  means  that  fhould  be 
employed.  It  was  hoped  that  the  prefence  of  the 
nobility  and  clergy,  containing,  befides  rank,  fo 

Vol.  V.  E  muclj 
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Cxuri  P"  muc^  °^  ta^ents  arfd  of  learning,   might  reftrain 
v**~v~^/  the  intemperate  heat  of  republicans,  while  the  ar- 
17*9*      dent  zeal  and  bold  freedom  of  the  commcrns  might 
infpire  and  invigorate  the  other  dates ;  and  that  thus 
*  they  fhduld  eftablifti  liberty  without  licentioufiiefs  ; 
but  thefe  expe&ations  were  entirely  difappointed. 
The  conduft  of  the  court,  having  before  exhibited 
fuch  a  mixture  of  rafhneft  and  timidity,  violence 
andirrefolution,  confident  in  weaknefs  and  fluctu- 
ation oniy^   foon  prefented  appearances  that  ex- 
fcited  coniiderable  alarm,  but  much  greater  fuf- 
picion.      The  ftates-general,    fince  their   consoli- 
dation, had  be£n   more    moderate   than    at   any 
other  period  of  their  feffion.      They  had  already 
/     appointed   a  committee  to  prepare  materials   for 
the  new  conflitution  :     Monfieurs  Lally  Toilendal, 
and  Mounier,  two  of  the  moft  able  and  temperate 
leaders,  were  of  this  committee  ;   and  entertain- 
ed flattering  hopes  that  the    moderation  would 
prove  general.     The  demagogues  very  early  en- 
deavoured to  cultivate  a  ciofe  connexion  between 
their  Votaries  and  the    foldiers*   and   fuccefsfully 
inftilled  the  popular  do&rines  into  thefe  troops. 
In  feducing   the  army   from  obedience  to  their 
king,  the  democrats  very  liberally  employed  wine, 
gold,  and  women,  of  which  laft  article  they  had 
an  abundant  fupply  by  their  alliance  with  the  har- 
Thefoidiers  lots  of  Paris.      The    foldiers   now  having  their 
wfthnthcacd  profeffional  daringnefs  and    debauchery,   without 
popular  en-  the   profeffional    reflraints   of   fubordination  and 
military  difcipline,  totally  difregarded  their  officers-} 
left  their  barracks  without  leave,  repaired  to  the 
Palais  Royal,  joined  and  even  headed  the  BiQb  i* 

their 
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their  moft  enormous  excefles,  while  hand  bills  and  chap. 
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ballads  were  compofed  and  difperfed,  to  fpread  the  ^^-v-^> 
flames.   The  foldiers  vied  with  the  populace  in  their  ln{l$falm 
democratic  exclamations  and  other  excefles :  the  moft  nation  and 
daring  and  refra&ory   being  committed  to  prifon,  nets. 
the  people  flew  in, crowds  to  the  jail,  forced  the 
gates,  liberated  the  captives,   and  demanded  for 
them  a  free  pardon.     The  national  affembly  en- 
deavoured to  accommodate  the  matter,  by  exhort- 
ing the  Parifians  to    tranquillity,    and   the  king 
to    clemency.       His  majefty  having  no  /  efficient 
force  at  hand  was  obliged  to   comply,  and  thus 
ended  military  difcipline  and  civil  government  at 
Paris* 

The  diforderly  ftate  of  the  metropolis,  and  the  The  king 
tmfitnefs  of  the  guards  for  re-eftablifhing  tranquil-  tAop!  t* 
lity,  were  oftenfible  reafons  for  bringing  a  great  p^™** 
armed  force  from  the  different  provinces.  In  the 
beginning  of  July  about  thirty-five  thoufand  men 
drew  near  Paris  and  Verfailles.  On  the  10th  of  the 
month  the  national  affembly  prefented  very  ftrong 
remonftrances  to  the  king  on  the  approach  of  the 
forces.  He  anfwered  that  he  had  no  other  motive 
for  his  conduft,  than  the  neceflity  of  eftablifhing  and 
maintaining  good  order  in  the  capital.  He  was 
fo  far  from  intending  to  interrupt  the  proceeding* 
of  the  affembly,  that  if  the  prefence  of  the  foldiery 
gave  them  umbrage,  he  was  ready  ta  transfer  the 
ftates-general  to  Noyon,  or  Soiffons,  and  repair 
himfelftdfome  p^ceinits  vicinity,  where  he  could 
maintain  a  ready  communication  with  the  legifla- 
tive  body.  The  moderate  members  were  willing 
to  accede  tg  this  proppfal  j  but  the  popular  leaders 
>  E  2  were 
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were  aware  of  the  ftrength  which  they  derived  from 
the  capital,  and  would  not  leave  its  vicinity.  They 
eitherrepofed,or  profefled  to  repofe,  no  confidence  in 
the  king's  affurances,  and  gave  out  that  a  plot  was 
formed  by  the  court  to  crulh  the  nafcent  liberties 
of  Frenchmen.  The  king  now  appeared  evidently 
to  liften  to  the  fupporters  of  the  old  government, 
and  withdrew  his  confidence  from  thofe  counfellors 
who  had  been  favorable  to  popular  meafures.  The 
partizans  of  the  ancient  monarchy  feverely  repro- 
bated the  conduQ:  of  Neekar,  to  whofe  republican 
fentiiiients  and  counfels  they  imputed  the  degraded 
ftate  of  royal  authority :  and  ftrongly  urged  the 
king  to  difchargea  fervant  who  from  either  delign 
or  imprudence*  had  endangered  the  monarchy. 
Accordingly  on  the  nth  of  July  Mr.  Neekar  was 
difmiffedf  from  adminiftration,  and  ordered  to 
quit  the  kingdom,  and  with  him  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  cabinet  were  alfo  difcharged  from  their 
employments.  Mr.  de.  Breteuil,  a  zealous  friend 
of  the  old  government,  was  appointed  prime 
piinifter,   and  Marfhal  Broglio,   who  maintained 


*Bertraud,  vol,  i,  p.  191, 

'  f  Mr.  Neekar kept  his  dlfgrane  a  profound  fecret,  even  from 
his  wife,  and  received  company  that  day  at  dinner,  at  lifuaL 
Thofe  who  dined  with  him  did  not  perceive  the  leaft  alteration 
in  his  countenance.  After  dinner  his  wife  and  daughter  in- 
vited him  to  take  a  ride  to  the  Val,  a  country  houfe  fituated  in 
the  fore  ft  of  St.  Germain,  belonging  to  Madame  de  Beauvai*, 
an  intimate  friend  of  Mrs*  Neckar's.  He  confented,  and  wen) 
into  the  carriage  with  his  wrfe»  but  inftead  of  going  to  the  Val* 
he  took  the  road  to  Brufleb,  in  order  to  be  the  fooner  out  of 
the  kingdom.  T 

,.  .the 
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the  fkitte  fentiments,  commander  in  chief.     Ofl  chap, 
Sunday  the  12th  of  July,  thefe  changes  being  re--  ^^^j 
ported  at  Paris,  caufed  the  greatcft  defpair  and  fury,      l^- 
and  riots  prevailed  in  every  quarter.     The  rafhnefs 
of  the  prince  de  Lambefe,  who,  endeavouring  to  - 
difperfe  a  riotous    body  of  populace,    wounded 
with  his  own  hand  one  who  was  faid  to  be  only  a 
fpeftator,    not  only  increafed    the    tumult,    but 
haftened  the  general   infurre&ion  for  which  the 
people  were  fo  ripe.     The  mob,  with  clubs,  fpits, 
and  fuch  weapons  as  they  could  procure,  ruflied 
upon  Lambefe's  troops^  and  put  them  to  flight, 
not  without  killing  fome  of  the  number*.     The 
following  night  Paris  was  filled  with  a  dread  of 
{laughter  from  the  army,  and  of  general  plunder 


*  This  tranfa&ibn  of  Lambefe's  appears  to  have  been  with- 
out any  orders  from  the  mini  Iters,  or  any  concert  with  the 
other  military  commanders.  Though  there  were  feveral  regi- 
ments of  foot  ftationed  clofe  to  Paris,  none  of  them  (Hired  to 
aflift  and  protect  Lambefe's  corps.  The  total  inaction  of  the 
troops,  both  on  the  fucceeding  day  and  night,  during  all  which 
time,  critical  as  the  feafon  was,  and  notwith (landing  the  pre- 
parations they  knew  to  be  making  in  Paris,  they  never  attempt- 
ed to  enter  the  city,  fcems  to  exculpate  the  court  and 
minifters  from  the  bloody  defigns  imputed  to  them  by  the 
popular  party.  If  fuch  a  fcheme  had  been  propofed,  this 
would  have  been  the  feafon  for  its  execution,  when  prevalent 
coofufion  and  terror  would  have  prevented  any  effectual  plan  of 
refiftance.  Weaknefs  and  folly,  indeed,  chiefly  characterized 
the  minifterial  councils  of  the  time.  Knowing  that  in  former 
period  the  very  appearance  of  troops  had  intimidated  the  Pari* 
fian  populace,  they  without  adverting  to  the  total  change  of 
fentiments  and  circumftances,  feem  vainly^o  have  expected  tho 
feme  effect  at  prefent. 

E3  from 
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chap,  from  the  multitudes  of  mifcreants  with  which  that* 
v.^-v^t  vaft  metropolis  abounded ;  but  prompt  in  expedient, 
Anlfm      ^7  next  ^  generally  armed,  formed  themfelves 
of  voiun-     into  one  great  body  with  the  profeffed  intention  of 
mediately     fecuring  internal  order,  and  defending  themfelves 
tik  n-tion-  againft  external  enemies.     They  adopted  a  peculiar 
a^  cock.      cockade  for  the  purpofe ;  and  thirty  thoufand  citizens 
totally  unaccuftomed  to  arms,  were  foon  feen  com- 
pletely accoutred,  and  in  a  few  hours  affumed  the 
appearance  of  order  and  difcipline.     The  national 
volunteers  came  in  a  body  to  proffer  to  the  people 
their  fcrvice,  which  was  mod  joyfully  accepted. 
Directed  by  the  popular  leaders,  and  inftru&ed  by 
their  military  auxiliaries,  the  armed  citizens  pre- 
pared to  defend  the  capital  againft  the  approach- 
ing troops.      They  threw  up  entrenchments,  and 
formed  barricadoes  in  different  parts  of  the  fuburbs* 
A  permanent  council  was   appointed  to  fit  night 
and  day  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville  j  and  a  communicaT 
tion  was  eftablifhed  between  this  body  and  the 
national   aflembly.       In  the  courfe  of  this  day, 
various  robberies  being  committed,  the  multitude 
'  feizing  fome  of  the  thieves  in  the  fact,  dragged 
them  inftantly  to  the  Greve,  the  common  place  of 
execution,  and  hanged  them  by  the  ropes  which 
were  ufed  to  faften  the  lantherns.  Hence  originated 
that  mod  horrid  pra&ice   of  the  French   mob, 
making  themfelves  judges  and  executioners  in  the 
fame  inftant,  without  the  fmalleft  regard  to  law  or 
juftice,  rank,  age,  or  fex. 
They*-  The  next  day  was  the  celebrated  14th  of  July. 

royai  nwga.  The  new  army,  early  in  the   morning,  attacked 
the  Hotel  des  Invalids,  and  taking  it  by  furprize, 

feized 


zincs  to 
procure 
arms. 
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fdged  a  large  magazine  of  arms  and  ammunition  ;   chap. 
thence  they  proceeded  to  the  Garde  Meuble>  or  ^^v^ 
ancient  armoury,  forced  it  open,  and  diftributing       x?89- 
the  contents    arrpng  their   own  body,  completed 
their  means  for  defenfive  and  offenfive  operations. 
They  now  conceived  a  much  bolder  defign,  which 
was  to  feize  the  Baftile ;  but  aware  that  this  fbr- 
trefs  was  very  ftrong,  and  amply  fupplied  with  pro? 
vifions  for  (landing  a  fiege,  they  bethought  them- 
felves   of  attempting  ftratagem;  they  accordingly 
negociated    with   the  marquis    de  Launay,    and 
coming  to  the  gates,  demanded  arms  and  ammu- 
nition.     The  governor  appearing  to  comply  with 
this  requifition,  the  gates  were  opened ;  a  great 
number  being  admitted  over  the  firft  bridge,  the 
bridges  were  drawn  up ;    in  a  fhort  time  a  dif-        \ 
charge  of  mufketry  was  heard  ;  but  whether  from 
a  pre-concerted  fcheme  of  De  Launay,  or  pro- 
voked by  the  intemperate  violence  of  the  citi- 
zens, has  never  been  afeertained*.     But  whoever 

might 

*  The  teflimonies  on  this  fubjeft  are  fo  extremely  contra- 
dictory, that  an  impartial  judge  would  find  very  great  diffi- 
culty in  developing  truth,  amidft  the  exaggerations  of  infuriated 
pailions.  Where  we  can  place  no  reliance  on  the  declarations 
of  witnefles,  our  opinions  muft  be  formed  from  probability. 
De  Launay  could  expect  no  advantage  to  the  royal  caufe 
from  this  partial  maflacre.  In  (lead  of  intimidating,  he  mult 
have  feen  that"  it  would  eoflame  the  Parifians  to  Hill  more 
violent  outrages.  The  cruelty  imputed  by  the  popidar  hypo- 
thecs was  not  found  in  any  one  authenticated  in  fiance  to  be  a 
part  of  the  royal. policy.  What  purpofe  could  it  ferve,  from 
what  motive  could  it  fpring  I  On  the  par£  of  de  Launay,  this 
hypothefis  implies,  that  from  mere  wanton  barbarity  he  pei> 
E  4  petrated 
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might  be  the  aggreffors,  when  the  firing  was 
heard,  the  paflions  of  the  populace  were  inflamed 
,7*9'  to  fuch  enthufiafm  and  fury,  that  the  Baftile, 
the  citadel  of  Paris,  with  its  feemingly»  impafla- 
ble  ditches,  and  its  inacceffible  towers  and  ramparts, 
covered  with  a  powerful  artillery,  was,  after  an  at- 
tack of  two  hours,  carried  by  ftorm.  De  Launay 
was  immediately  dragged  to  the  Place  de  Greve, 
and  miferably  murdered.  M.  de  Lofme,  the  major 
of  the  Baftile,  met  with  a  fimilar  fate,  and  equal 
cruelty.  When  the  place  was  captured,  the  Parifians 
loudly  exclaimed,  let  us  hang  the  whole  garrifon  ; 
but  the  prifoners  were  .faved  by  the  interceflion  of 
the  national  troops.  The  popular  rage  now  mani- 
fefted  itfelf  in  afpecies  of  favagenefs  long  unknown 
in  civilized  Europe.  They  infulted  and  mutilated 
the  remains  of  the  dead,  and  exhibited  their  heads 
upon  pikes  to  applauding  multitudes ;  fo  dreadful 
were  the  ingredients  already  mingled  with  Gallic 
liberty.     The  vi&orious  Parifiaqs,  exploring  the 

petrated  mifchicf  tending  mod  powerfully  to  ruin  himfelf,  and 
injure  his  matter's  caufe.  Such  a  fuppofition  is,  no  doubt,  within 
the  rerge  of  poffibility,  but  another  view  appears  much  more 
probable.  The  Parifians  were  in  a  ftate  of  the  mod  violent  rage 
and  indignation  again  ft  every  fupporter  of  government,  and  gave 
full  vent  to  their  paflions  both  in  words  and  actions.  The  Baf- 
tile they  confidered  as  a  great  bulwark  of  defpotifm,  and  the  re* 
ceptacle  of  its  moil  miferable  victims :  entered  into  that  gloomy 
manfion,  whofe  horrors  had  fo  much  occupied  their  imagina* 
tions,  and  ftimulated  their  paflions:  and  viewing  its  guards,  whom 
they  confidered  as  the  minions  of  atrocious  tyianny,  nothing 
could  be  more  likely  than  that  their  conduct  to  the  foldiers  would 
be  abufive,  infulting,  and  furioufly  intemperate,  and  that  thence 
quarrels  might  arife  leading  to  a  bloody  cataftrophe. 

gloomy 
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gloomy  dungeons  of  oppreffion,  in  expe&ation  of  c  hap, 
delivering  numbers  of  unfortunate  vi&ims,  to  their  v^vO 
great  furprize  and  difappointment,  found  only  feven  *7** 
captives,  four  of  whom  were  confined  on  charges  of 
forgery,  and  three  only  were  ftate  criminals.  So 
little  was  this  engine  of  tyranny  employed  under  the 
mild  and  humane  Louis  XVI.  When  the.  capture 
of  the  Baftile  was  reported  at  Verfailles,  the  minif- 
ters  at  firft  treated  it  as  an  extravagant  fi&ion  of  the 
democratic  party,  but  they  were  foon  too  well 
allured  of  the  fatal  truth.  In  this  fituation  they 
formed  the  abfurd  refolution  of  keeping  the  king  in 
ignorance  of  what  had  paffed,  and  urged  Broglio  to 
proceed  immediately  to  the"  redu&ion  of  Paris  ;  but 
he  anfwered,  that  his  troops  were  infe&ed  with  the 
popular  fpirit,  and  that  he  could  not  rely  on  their 
efforts.  The  minifters  and  the  princes  were  foon 
convinced  that  oppofition  would  be  ineffe&ual,  and 
began  to  provide  for  their  own  fafety.  The  Count 
de  Artois  had  hitherto  ufed  every  effort  to  infpirit 
the  king,  and  to  prevent  the  downfal  of  the  whole 
fabric $  but  he  now  faw  that  the  attempt  was  hopelefs. 
At  midnight,  the  Duke  de  Liencourt,  who  was  maf- 
ter  of  the  wardrobe,  forced  his  way  into  his  ma- 
jetty's  apartment,  and  informed  him  of  the  whole. 
The  king  refolved  on  the  moft  unconditional  fub- 
miffion  to  the  national  affembly ;  and  repairing  thither 
without  guards,  early  in  the  morning,  he  declared 
he  refigned  himfelf  into  their  hands ;  and  thus,  de- 
ferted  by  its  moft  efficacious  fupporters,  attacked  by 
the  combined  efforts  of  thepeople,  and  relinquished  by 
its  poffeffor,  fell  the  abfolute  monarchy  of  France;  and 

here 
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c  **  a  pf  here  the  hiftorical  reader  may  date  the  comraence- 

t^-v-^>  ment  of  the  French  revolution  *• 
If8v*  Louis  arrived  in  the  national  affembly,  and  hav- 

ing declared  that  his  fole  reliance  was  on  their  wif- 
dom  and  patriotiim,  intreated  them  to  ufe  their 
power  for  the  frlvatjon  of  the  ftate.  He  informed 
them,  that  he  had  ordered  all  the  troops  to  quit  the 
neighbourhood  of  Paris  and  Verfailles;  theParifiang 
however  beingftili  afraid  of  fieges  and  blockades,  pro- 
ceeded with  preparations  for  defence.  They  ap- 
pointed M.  La  Fayette  commander  of  their  alntoetf 
corps,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  national 
guards.  The  capital  was  now  a  great  republic,  and 
it  foon  was  fo  fenfible  of  its  power,  as  to  give  the 
law,  not  only  to  the  unfortunate  fovereign,  but  to 
the  national  affembly  and  the  whole  kingdom.  The 
national  afTembly  fent  a  deputation,  confifting  of 
eighty-four  members,  with  a  view  of  reftoring  tran- 
quillity. The  Parifians  received  the  deputies  with 
every  mark  of  refped  and  applaufe,  but  expreffed  a 
defire  that  the  king  himfelf  fliould  vifit  the  cityof  Paris.. 
This  humiliating  meafure  Louis  carried  into  execu- 
*  tion  onFriday  the  1 7th  of  July,  under  a  full  convidion 

*  .The  fufceptibility  of  the  French  chara&er  renders  that  pep- 
pie  very  cafily  impreffed  by  any  addrefs  to  their  fenfes,  imagina- 
tion, orpaffions.  A  fong  that  was  compofed  about  this  time 
had  a  (till  ftronger.ef?e£t  than  even  that  which  is  afcribed  by  our 
hi ftorian  to  the  celebrated  air  Lillibullero  #  :  this  was  the  fa- 
mom  Ca  Iraf  both  in  the  words  aud  mufic  flcilfully  adapted  to 
the  impetuous  ardour  of  impaffioned  Frenchmen :  in  rapid 
ftrains  and  exprt flions,  it  announced  the  immediate  downfall  of 
lifting  eftablifhments. 

*  See  Hume,  vol.  viii.  p.  300. 

that 


REIGN  OP  GEORGE  m.  5$ 

that  he  thereby  encountered  the  peril  of  inftarit  e  $.&.*• 
affaflination.     He  was  received  by  a  body  of  twenty*  w~v^O 
five  thoufand  national  guards  '5  and  thus  led  in  a      ir8* 
melancholy  proceflion,  amidfl  the  loud  and  conti- 
nual acclamations  of  Vive  la  nation,  while  the  an* 

0  trient  favourite  cry  of  Vive  le  roi  was  not  once  heard. 
Being  conduced  to  the  hotel,  he  was  obliged  to 
accept  the  new  cockade,  and  to  hear  an  harangue 
from  the  popular  leaders,  charging  the  court  with 
all  the  cruel  defigns  that  were  reported  to  have  been 
formed  againft  the  city  of  Paris,  Having  fo  clearly 
and  pofitively  denied  this  imputation,  as  to  imprefs 
convi&ion  on  the  mod  democratical  of  his  hearers, 
he 'returned  fafely  to  Verfailles,  to  the  great  joy  of 
his  friends,  many  of  whom  never  expe&ed  to  fee 
him  again.  Meanwhile  the  princes,  and  fome  of  the 
chief  nobility,  with  many  of  the  inferior  courtiers, 
perceiving  the. popular  party  paramount,  fought 
fafety  in  flight.  The  national  affembly  having  fig- 
nified  a  wifli  that  Mr.  Neckar  *  fhould  be  recalled, 
that  minifter  was  invited  to  return  to  Paris,  and' 
other  popular  minifters  were  appointed.     Some  de- 

.  gree  of  tranquillity  having  been  re-eftabliflied  at 
Paris,  the  national  aflembly  proceeded  to  the  for- 
mation of  a  new  conftitution.  As  the  ground  work 
on  which  they  were  to  build  a  fabric,  they  be- 
gan with  forming  a  declaration  of  rights.  This  ma* 
nifefto  was  introduced  by  a  remark  tending  to 

*  Mr.  Neckar  was  welcomed  Wh  at  Verfailles  and  Paris, 
with  fttch  demonftrations  of  general  and  exceffive  joy,  that  de- 
mocratic writers  compared  it  to  the  tranfports  of  the  Romans  oa 
the  return  of  Cicero  from  banifhment. 

8  Ihew, 
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CxuhR  Ihewj  that  the  ignorance,  negle£t,  or  contempt  of 

i*~v^J  human  rights,  are  the  fble  caufes  of  public  misfor- 
xi%*  tunes,  and  to  avoid  thefe  evils,  that  it  was  neceflary 
to  define  and  explain  thofe  rights.  The  declaratioa 
contains  the  outlines  of  the  do&rines  afterwards  held 
out  by  the  various  revolutionifts,  and,  indeed,  is  the 
text  that  has  given  rife  to  the  principal  clafs  of  the 
comments  fo  long  the  fubjeft  of  literary  and  political 
difcuflion.  Here  was  the  noted  principle  brought 
forward  which  founded  legitimate  government  upon 

S^ghu1: "  the  natural  rights  of  man.  This  theory* 
however,fuppofingmankindfufceptibieofperfeaion, 
deduces  its  inferences  from  an  affiimption  which  it 
neither  did  nor  could  prove,  and  which  daily  expe- 
rience difproved.  Many  of  the  remarks  are,  no 
doubt,  abfira&ly  true ;  but  they  are  ufelefe,  becaufc 
they  do  not  apply  to  circumftances  either  exifling  or 

menui**"     likely  to  exift  #  :  on  this  bafis  they  proceeded  to 

?hinRfghti    raife  the  new  conftitution. 

pfMan.  /  The 

*  The  following.U  a  copy  of  the  declaration  of  rights,  confin- 
ing of  feventeen  articles  : 

I.  Men  were  born,  and  always  continue,  equal  in  refpect  of 
their  rights  ;  civil  diftinfUons,  therefore,  can  be  founded  only 
on  public  utility. 

II.  The  end  of  all  politioal  aflbciations  is  the.  prefervatioa  of 
the  natural  and  imprescriptible  rights  of  man  ;  and  thefe  rights 
.are  liberty,  property,  fecurity,  and  refiftance  of  oppreffioo. 

III.  The  nation  is  etTentially  the  fource  of  all  fovcreignty  ; 
nor  can  any  individual,  or  any  body  of  men,  he  entitled  to  any 
authority  which  is  not  exprefsly  derived  from  it. 

IV.  Political  Liberty  confifts  in  the  power  of  doing  what- 
ever doe6  not  injure  another.  The  exercife  of  the  natural  rights 
of  every  man  has  no  other  limits  than  thofe  which  arc  neceflary 

to 


eftablifh- 
raent. 
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The  practical  operation  of  the  principles  imme-  c  ?liicP# 
diately  manifefted  itfelf  in  the  ads  and  proceedings  ^-v^O 
of  the  national  aflembly,  and  the  various  clafles  of  Firft7fai0f 
the  French  revolutionifts.     Manifold  were  the  fub-  the  f rench 

re  vol  u- 

je&s  of  consideration ;   but  the  great  and  general  tioniftj.    i 
objeffc  was  fubverfion  of  eflablifhment.     In  profe-  to7ubve£ 
curing  this  purpofe,  the  energy,  fufceptibility,  and 
violence  of  the  French  chara&er,  were  clearly  dis- 
played* 

to  fecurc  to  every  other  man  the  freeexercife  of  the  fame  rights; 
and  thefe  limits  are  determinable  only  by  the  law. 

V.  The  law  ought  to  prohibit  only  a&ions  hurtful  to  fociety. 
What  is  not  prohibited  by  the  law  (hould  not  be  hindered  ;  nor 
fhould  any  one  be  compelled  to  that  which  the  law  does  not  re- 
quire. 

VI.  The  law  is  an  -expreffion  of  the  will  of  the  community. 
All  citizens  have  a  right  to  concur,  either  perfonally,  or  by  their 
reprefentatives,  in  its  formation.  It  (hould  be  the  fame  to  all, 
whether  it  protects  or  punifhes ;  and  all  being  equal  in  its  fight, 
are  equally  eligible  to  all  honours,  places,  and  employments,  ac- 
cording to  their  different  abilities,  without  any  other  diftiocliou 
than  that  created  by  their  virtues  and  talents. 

VII.  No  man  mould  be  accufed,  arretted,  or  held  in  confine- 
ment, except  in  cafes  determined  by  the  law,  and  according  to  the 
forms  which  it  has  prefcribed.  All  who  promote,  folicit,  exe- 
cute, or  caufe  to  be  executed,  arbitrary  orders,  ought  to  be 
punifhed  *  and  every  citizen  called  upon  or  apprehended  by  vir- 
tue of  the  law,  ought  immediately  to  obey,  and  renders  himfelf 
culpable  by  refinance. 

VIII.  The  law  ought  to  impofe  no  other  penalties  than  fuch 
as  are  abfolutely  and  evidently  neceflary  ;  and  no  one  ought  to 
be  punifhed,  but  in  virtue  of  a  law  promulgated  before  the 
offence,  and  legally  applied. 

IX.  Every  man  being  prefumed  innocent  till  he  has  been  con- 
victed, whenever  his  detention  becomes  indifpenfable,  all  rigour 
to  him,  more  than  is  neceflary  to  fecure  his  perfon,  ought  to  be 
provided  againft  by  the  law,. 

X.  No 
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°  x  niP*  P'aye^#  Ffeed  from  all  die  reflxaints  which  not 
only  fuperftition  and  defpotifm,  but  religious  and 
falutary  controul,  had  formerly  impofed,  they  now 
gave  full  vent  to  their  difpofitions.  Their  natural 
ardour  was  farther  goaded  to  fury  by  demagogues. 

mfS^tbe"  ^e  licentioufnefs  °f  the  Pre&  ev*11  exceeded  the 
pm(k  licentioufnefs  of  the  mob,  and  moil  powerfully 
Twenty  prompted  ha  atrocity.  Twenty  thoufand  literary 
ilwra^men  men  were  daily  and  hourly  employed,  not  as  be- 

Himulatc 

the  mob  to 

outrage.  X.  No  man  ought  to  be  molcfted  on  account  of  his  opinions, 

not  even   on  account  of  his  religious  opinions,  provided  his 

avowal  of  them  does  not  difturb  the  public  order  eltabbfhed  by 

the  law. 

XI.  Tfie  un re  {trained  communication  of  thoughts  and  opi- 
nions, being  one  of  the  moil  precious  rights  of  man,   every  citi- 

•  sen  mayfpeak,  write,  or  publifti  freely,  provided  be  is  refponfible 

for  the  ufe  of  his  liberty  in  cafes  determined  by  law. 

XII.  A  public  force  being  neceflary  to  give  fecurity  to  the 
rights  of  men  and  of  citizens,  that  force  is  inftituted  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  community,  and  not  for  the  particular  benefit  of  the 
perfons  tb  whom  it  is  entrufted. 

XIII.  A  common  contribution  being  neceflary  for  the  fop- 
port  of  the  public  force,  and  for  defraying  the  other  expences  of 
government,  it  ought  to  be  divided  equally  among  the  members 
of  the  community,  according  to  their  abilities, 

XIV.  Every  citizen  has  a  right,  either  by  himfelf  or  his  reprer 
fentatives,  to  a  free  voice  in  determining  the  necefEty  of  public 
contributions,  the  appropriation  of  them,  and  of  their  amount, 
modes  of  afleflment,  and  duration. 

XV.  Every  community  has  a  right  to  demand  of  all  its  agents 
an  account  of  their  conduct. 

XVI.  Every  community  in  which  a  feparation  of  powers  and  a 
fecurity  of  rights  is  not  provided  for,  wants  a  conftitution. 

XV1L  The  right  to  property  being  inviolable  and  facred,  no 
one  ought  to  be  deprived  of  it,  except  in  cafes  of  evident  public 
nee'efiity,  legally  afcertained,  and  on  the  condition  of  a  previous 
'  uft  indemnity. 

came 
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tame  fuperior  ability  and  knowledge,  in  reftraining  chap. 
vicious  paflions,  and  in  teaching  the  ignorant  the  v^-^-w 
way  to  virtue  and  happinefs,  but  in  exhorting,  and      1;89' 
ftimulating  them  to  outrageous  actions.    Never  was 
intelle&ual  fuperiority  more  difgracefully  debafed  by 
the  venal  panegyrift  of  corrupted  courts,  or  the 
hired  encomiaft  of  titled  ftupidity  and  infignificance, 
than  by  thefe  adulators  of  an  infuriate  populace. 
But  even  in  fcheming  and  promoting  anarchy  and 
diforder,  the  inventive,  bold,  and  ready  genius  of 
Frenchmen  appeared*     A  confederacy  was  framed 
which  in  its  inftitution  and  effe&s,  exhibited  a  new 
phenomenon  in  the  hiflory  of  political  organs.     A 
combination  was  firft  formed  of  literary  men,  to 
aflbciate  under  the  name  of  a  club,  at  their  meetings 
to  concert  meafures  which  might  give  the  tone  to 
the   mob,  and  through  their  overbearing  influence 
dirett  the  decrees  of  the  national  aflembly,  and 
the  a£ts  of  all  municipal,  judicial,   and  executive 
bodies,  and  thus  make  the  whole  power  of  France 
ultimately    depend   upon  their    refolves.      Thefe 
demagogues  invited  into  their  fociety  fuch  of  the 
populace  as  they  conceived  likely  to  become  ufeful 
inftruments,  and  exhorted  -them  to  conftruft  other 
clubs,  both  in  Paris,  and  .through  all  the  provinces ; 
and  that  fuch  Meetings  fliould  be  connected,  or--** 
.  ufe  a  new  revolutionary  metaphor,  affiliated  toge- 
ther.    Thefe  conventicles  confifted  firft  of  literary  An  engine 
votaries  of  the  new  philofophy,  who  promulgated  L^w 
and  inculcated  fuitable  doctrines,  fentiments,  and  'hyj£of 
conduft.     One  of  the  clubs  meeting  in  a  convent  gjjjjg[# 
formerly  belonging  to  the  Jacobins,  affumed  the  m«nt*. 

name 
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chap,  name  of  Jacobin  Club*,  which  afterwards  extend* 
t*~v*0  ing  to  appendant  fociedes,  gained  a  fuperiority 
Thei^nflu-  ovcr  *c  re^>  and  became  fo  noted  throughout  the 
££edXb  worid#  In  the  firft  deliberations  of  the  national 
•filiation,  aflembly,  thefe  focieties,  guided  by  literary  dema- 
gogues, and  directing  the  populace,  had  a  powerful 
influence.  Many  of  the  lawgivers  were  indeed 
members  of  the  new  inflitutions ;  and  thofe  who  were 
molt  inimical  to  the  exifting  eftabliihments,  and  to 
rank  and  property,  were  held  in  the  higheft  eftima- 
tion,  and  were  really  the  dire&ors  of  the  revolu- 
tionifts.  Various  in  detail  as  were  the  precepts  of 
thefe  innovators ;  in  principle  and  objed  they  were 
fimple  and  uniform.  Their  leffons  of  inftruttion, 
or  exhortations  to  pra&ice,  may  be  compreffed  in 
a  few  words.  Religion  is  all  folly  ;  difregard  reli- 
gion and  its  minifters.  Every  eftablifhment  is  con- 
trary to  natural  right ;  pull'  down  eftablifhments* 
Order  is  an  encroachment  upon  natural  freedom ; 
overturn  all  order.  Property  is  an  infringement 
upon  natural  equality;  confifcate  all  propertyf. 
Such  was  the  fyftem  generally  received  in  the  en- 
thufiafm  of  reform,  through  a  moft  extenfive  and 
populous  nation,  diftinguifhed  for  promptnefs  and 
fertility  of  genius,  for  boldnefs  and  activity  of  charac- 
ter, and  by  its  very  virtues  rendering  its  errors  more 
extenfively  pernicious.  To  follow  through  the  vari- 
ous and  manifold  details,  the  do&rines  and  obje&s 
which  guided  the  national  aflembly,    would   be 

*  Annual  Regifter,  1790.  Chap.  I. 
<t  See  revolutionary  publication!  at  Paris  1789,  paflim. 
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foreign  to  our  hiftory ;  but  aflitfedly  it  belong*  to  oiit  c^H  a^p. 
fobjeft  ta  (ketch  the  fpirit  and  principal  operations  ^r-^^j 
of  a  revolutionary  fyftem  by  which  Britain  was  fo      X7*9' 
eflentially  affe&ed. 

The    liccntioufnefs    of  Paris    fpread  through  i/twiefi 
the  provinces  ;  and  the  peafaftts,  having  been  long  tte  country, 
feverely  oppreffed  by  feignorial  tenures  and  privi- 
leges, conceived  themfelves  now  emancipated,  and 
turned  upon  the  proprietors  with  the  moft  outrage* 
ous  violence*.     Reports  of  robberies,  rapes,  and  ™e  pe»- 
murdefs^  daily  reached  the  affenibly.      Landed  on  the  pro* 
proprietors  apprehended  the  plunder  of  their  pro-  pnclori* 
perty ;  and  ibrae  of  the  nobility,  whofe  poffeffions 
were  very  great,  were  feized  with  a  fuddenim- 
pulfe  of  facrificing  a  large  portion  to  fecure  the 
reft.      On  the  4th  of  Auguft,  the  Vifcount  de  s«meofthe 

^  .  nobility 

Noailles,  and  the  Duke  d'Aguilon,  propofed  an  propose  to 
equalization  of  taxes,  and  an  abolition  of  feudal  u*epor- 
fervices.      This  offer  ftriking    the  afiembly  and  S£^r 
galleries  with  the  warmeft  admiration,  excited  in  ™*  pf°- 
the  other  proprietors  a  wifl*  to  emulate  conduft  Admiration 
which  was  fo'  highly  applauded.    The  nobles  and  commons. 
clergy  vied  with  each  other  in  furrendering  pri- 
vileges of  .their  orders,  and  both  thefe  eftates  con* 
eluded  with  facrificing  their  manerial  jurifdi&ioni. 
So  fagr  th^re  was  nothing  but  voluntary  ceffion,  di-  Pr^fitf*, 
reded  by  preventive  policy,  and  ftimulated  by  praife,  *J  Jj£  of 
or  flowing  from  enthufiafm.    The  next  day  it  was  church 
propofed  that  tythes   fhould  be   abolifhed,   and  S^m^' 
church  property  fhould   be  feized  by  the  ftate.  SJSJ^f 
This.  propofidQn  the  clergy  eagerly  combated,  but  *ifre«*rdc* 

•     ♦Btttrand>  vol.  i.  c.  11. 
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CxlhlP'  their  remonftrances  were  ineffectual;  and  at  one 
t^»v~^s  blow  all  the  immenfe  property  of  fuch  a  numerous 
,7g*      body  was  confifcated,  without  the  lead  allegation 
of  delinquency.    The  Abbe  Sieyes,  though  a  friend 
to  the  revolution,  ftrongly  remonftrated  againft 
this    forfeiture,    as   commencing    freedom   with 
iniquity  *•    But  the  found  reafoning,  even  of  a  par- 
tizan,  was  unavailing  againft  determined  rapacity. 
Equality  being  the  profeffed  objeft  of  the  revolu- 
tions, it  was  propofed  that  all  the  provincial 
dtftinctions,  the  peculiar  rights  and  privileges  of 
eachdifbi&fliouldbeaboliflbed,  and  that,  without 
any  local  diverfity  and  immunity,  or  any  regard  to 
particular  cuftoms,  ufages,  and  prefcriptions,  the 
whole  nation  fhould  be  consolidated  into  one  com* 
pad  body.      The  deputies  of  privileged  towns  and 
diftri&s  furrendered  the  immunities  of  their  confti- 
tuente,  all  exclufive  claims  in  every  part  of  France 
were  refigned ;  and  the  provinces  which  had  poflefled 
the  right  of  taxing  themfelves,  renounced  the  power 
parliaments  of  taxation.  The  parliaments  which  hadfo  long  held 
hmL™  '"    the  judicial  authority  of  France,  and  had  been  con- 
fidered  as  the  able,  upright,  and  intrepid  guardians 
immunities  of  the  public  welfare,  were  annihilated.    All  the 
fi?ed?cn      canon,  ecclefiaftical,  and  political  codes  of  law, 
all  the  claims  of  the  court  of  Rome,  all  the  fees 
or  taxes  which  it  heretofore  received,  were  aboliih- 
ed.    Even  the  very  fyftems  of  theology  and  meta- 
ThcUwand  phyfics,  which  had  prevailed  for  fo  many  ages, 
kingdom  kC  fell,  not  under  the  regular  and  well-condu&ed  force 
tw^ST"      of  reafon,  but  the  furious  rage  of  innovation.    la 

*  Bcrtrand,  vol.  i.  chap.  xiiaidttiiL 
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a  few  days  the  whole  law  and  policy  of  the  nation  cxl^lfI  p* 
were  changed,  a  great  part  of  its  property  was  dif*  wv-n** 
arranged;  and  every  thing  hadaltered  itsancient  form      17  * 
and  afped.      A  revolution  more  comprehenfive 
and  complete  in  its  obje&s,  as  well  as  more  minute 
and  particular  in  its  details,  than  any  which  is  re- 
corded in  the  annals  of  mankind,  was  carried  into 
effe&  by  an  affembly  of  men  profeffing  to  delibe- 
rate, with  little  more  refle&ion  or  difculfion,  than 
in  a  fenate  of  prudent  lawgivers  and  ftatefmen, 
would  have  been  beftowed  on  the  moft  ordinary 
municipal  or  local  regulation.    The  nobiHty  and 
clergy  in  the  provinces,  hot  having  been  impreffed^ 
with  the  impaflioned  enthufiafm  from  which  their 
delegates  in  the  national  affembly  had  fo  lavifhly 
furrendered  their  rights   of    tythe,  without  thehr 
concurrence,  very  generally  condemned  a  bounty 
that  beftowed  what  did  not  belong  to  the  donors* 
They  were  greatly  enraged  and  grieved  at  the  con- 
fiscation of  their  property,  ahd  could  not  think 
highly  of  a  new  fyftem  of  government,  the  firft 
fpecimens  of  whofe  character  were  ixteligion  and    ~ 
robbery.     Refiftance,  however,  they  faw  would  be 
vain ;  and  they  were  therefore  compelled  to  acqui- 
efce  in  the  humiliating  and  plundering  decrees. 
But  the  pecuniary  prefiure,  the  proximate  caufe 
of  the  prefent  crifis,  still  continued.     The  peafante  . 
confidered  taxes  as  an  infringement  upon  liberty, 
and  refufed  payment  \  others  followed  their  exam* 
pie,  and  there  was  no  money  to  fupport  govern- 
ment, or  carry  on  the   public  bufinefs.      After 
ftating  the  national  wants,  Mr.  Neckar  afked  for  a 
loan  of  thirty  millions  of  Hvres  Jbut  the  fubfqription 
"  •  ,       Fa  was 
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chap,  not  filled.      A  fcheme  for  voluntary  contributions 
t^v^  was  adopted,    and  from  its  novelty  eagerly  em~ 
sdi7J£  of    kneed  by  this  volatile  people.    All  ranks  vied  in 
^tlbZ     bringing  their  filvfer  and  gold  to  the  public  trtafury* 
tioiif.         nor  was  coin  only  produced,  but  alfo  plate,  and  the 
minutefl:  articles  of  drefs.  The  members  of  the  affem- 
bly  themfelves,  in  their  bountiful  patriotifm,  agreed 
to  facrifice  their  (hoe-buckles  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
Gold  and     community.  The  king  and  queen  fent  their  geld  and 
fluwrri'i"    filver  plate  to  the  mint  for  coinage.  Thefe  offerings, 
* the  mittt-  however,  were  very  inadequate  to  the  fupply  of  die 
public  wants.      A  fcheme  was  propofed  by  Mr. 
Neckar,    and  after  many   ftrong  objections  qpd 
remonftrances,  embraced  by  the  national  aflembly, 
for  applying  one  fourth  of  every  man's  annual 
income  to  the  wants  of  the  date*, 
prep*™-       '  Having  made  thefe  very  momentous  changes 
new  cfrnfti!  refpe&ing  corporate  and    private  property,,  they 
tutign.        proceeded  now  to  new  model  their  conftitution, 
according  to  the  declaration  of  rights.    The  affem- 
bly  was  divided  into  fe&ions  and  committeesfj  to 
*ach  of  which  was  affigned  a  fpecific  part  of  the 
new  polity,    to  be  prepared,  and  grooved  with 
the  reft.    The  firft  queftion  confidered  refpefting 
the  conftitution  was  of  the  very  higheft  importance; 
Authority     tyhat  fhare  of  authority  the  king  fhould  pcffefs  in 
X&dJSf      the  new  legiflature  ?     On  the   folution  of  this 
tke  king,      problem    it  was   to  depend  whether  the   royal 
power  fhould  be  ftrong  enough  to  r^ftrsdn  the 

*  Annua  Rcgiftcr,  15590.  Chap.  ii. 
t  ^crirand,  vpK  i,Qhqp.  }$, 
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tigfctice  of  democracy.  On  the  one  band,  it  c^j*  p# 
w&&  pfojfcfcd  that  the  king  fhould  poffefs  a  veto,-  ^^v^f 
of  negative,  ift  the  paffing  of  a  law ;  on  the  other,  * ****'  . 
that  tte  fhduld  be  mertly  the  chief  executorial 
maifHIrate,  withdut  any  voice  in  the  legiflation. 
Fdf  tite  tiegjftitfe  voice  were  ranged,  not  only  all 
the'  friends  of  the  ancient  monarchy,  but  the  ma- 
jority of  the  nobilfcy  and  clergy;  now  fenfible 
that  they  had  tdnceded  too  much ;  apprehenfive 
that  thcS*  tefcal  tuin  was  intended,  and  defirous  in 
tile  kiAgly  prerogative  to  preferve  a  bulwark  which' 
ntight  afford  fome  defence  to  the  remaining  rights, 
to  refill  tke  torrent  of  democracy.  Againft  it 
*ras  oppofed  the  whole  body  of  the  commons, 
who  containing  many  fubordinate  diviiions,  agreed 
m  the  general  defire  of  reducing  the  monarchy, 
Th$  queftion  was  agitated  with  great  force  and 
violence  &n  both  fides*  The  oppofitioft  of  the 
privileged  orders  was  represented  by  demagogues 
to  arife  from  an  intention  of  attempting  a  counter 
revocation;  2nd  the  people  were  tranfported  into: 
fcary  and  alanru  Louis  himfelf,  ever  defirous.of 
accommodating  differences,  fatisfying  all  parties, 
and  maintaining  tranquillity,  made  a  propofal  of  y 
iebrapromife,  by  which  he  fhould  hare  ,a  p^we* 
of  fuipending  a  law  during  two  legislatures;  bud 
A*t  if  the  third  affembly  perfifted  in  its  ftipp&rt, 
fofcould  be  obliged  to  giv$  it  his  fon&ioni  Thfc 
propria!  proving  fatirfadory  to  both  parties, 
a  decree  -  pafied,:  conferring  thefe  prerogatives 
©n  the  'king,  undsr.  the  denomination  of  a  ^fp<*f™ 
fufpenfive  veto*.      Another  queftion  was  now  dif- 

•JJerlraftd,  vol,  ik  chap,  xiv.  * 
\  •  F  3  cuffed, 
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chap,  cuffed,  ahb  of  very  great  importance.  Whether 
w-v^w  the  national  affembly  fhould  be  competed*  of  o&e 
QuIJw  Tf  ^  of  two  chambers.  Lally  Talendal,  Clermont, 
thcaiTembty  Mouaier,  and  other  leaders  of  the  moderate  re- 
combed  formers,  were  equally  zealous  with  the  repoWi* 
°JT™Z  cans  for  the  eftablifhment  of  a  free  government; 
chamber*.  but)  COnfidering  a  limited  monarchy  as  affording  the 
faireft  profpeft  of  beneficial  and  permanent  liberty, 
\  they  ardently  recommended  a  fenate,  and  a  houfe 

of  reprefentatives,  which  fhould  controul  the  pro- 
ceedings of  each  other,  agreeably  to  the  principle, 
and  nearly  after  the  model  of  the  Britiih  conftfeu* 
tion.      From  the  narrow  and  intercftcd  impolicy 
of  many  of  the  nobles  and  clergy,   who  vainly* 
hoped  for  the  re*eftablifliment  of  the  three  chain* 
bers,  together  with  the  predominance  of  the  repub* 
earned       licans,  this  propofal  was  entirely  overruled.    The 
ftouide£     commons   reprobated    every    fpecies    of  mixed 
ThecT'     government,  and  fteadily  abftaming  from  imitation 
nom  ie-     of  England,  propofed,  and  carried,  that  the  dnra- 
eumpVuf   tidn  of  the  French  legislative  affembly  fhould  be 
s"ri£cnt    only  two  years.      Notwithftanding  the  rage  for 
JjJ^        innovation,  they  confirmed  the  hereditary  foccef* 
fion  of  the  crown  according  to  the  Salic  law.    The 
friends  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  eagerly  contended 
that  the  affembly,  by  confirming  the  renunciation 
of  the  firft  Bourbon  king  of  Spain,*  fhould  render 
their  patron  next  heir  after  the  king,  his  fon,  and 
brothers.    But  the  affembly,  however  violent  and 
precipitate  in  what  concerned  France  only,  cau- 
tioutfy  refrained  from  giving  umbrage  to  other 

#  Bertrand,  vol.  ii.  chap.  »vt  * 
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powers;  and- avoided  the  dtfcuflion.  JNfeariwHUe 
tbe  ftnidms  republicans,  both  in  the  clubs  and  the 
mekmai  aflembiy,  refolved  that  the  refidence  of 
the  royal  *  fiumly,  and  die  legislature,  fhould  be 
changed  from  Verfiulfeato  the  capital,  where  they 
woertdbeftiB  more  completely  under  the  controul  of 
democratic  dire&ion.  The  court,  and  efpecially  the  Ferocity  of 
queen,  conceived  the  greateft  horror  at  the  idea  of  xhepto^t 
a  compulfory  abode,  among  fo  tumultuous,  bloody, 
and  ferocious  a  people.  A  tranfa&ion  which  took 
place  In  the  beginning  of  O&ober,  accelerated  the 
removal  of  the  king  and  his  family  to  a  fcene  which 
they  had  fo  much  reafon  to  dread. 

Among  other  caufes  of  popular  violence,  famine  enflamed 
4&U  raged  throughout  France,  but  particularly  in  by  fcarcity' 
Paris  and  Verfaiiles.    To  reprefs  the  tumults,  addi-  ^iooal 
tional  troops  were  ordered  to  march  to  the  royal  *rrivc .at 
habitation.     The  king  himfelf  was  ftill  allowed  to 
have  about  his  perfort  a  regiment  of  his  own  life- 
guards ;  and  the  newly  arrived  corps  was  the  regi- 
ment of  Flanders.    The  gentlemen  of  the  ftationvy  Emeruin. 
forces,  on  the  arrival  of  the  ftrangers,  according .  ™ycni*iven 
to  tbe  eftaWiflied  cuftom  of  military  hofpitality,  officer*  in 

v    .      •         ,  en  '  .  r  /      the  palace 

gave  their  brother  officers  an  entertainment.    In  to  thenar 
the  courfe  of  their  feftivity,  when  both  hofts  and  ThTiovai 
guefts  were  heated  by  wine,   the  king,  and  queen,  (^^nv.Uit 
with  the  ijfant  dauphip,  yifited  the  banquetting  *«■«»"* 
rpom.     The  royal  mother  carried  the  infant  prince  The  queen 
completely  round  the  table.    Meanwhile  the  mufic  ffiSTil? 
played  an  air*  which  the  ladies  of  the  court  accom-  ££  ri* 
panied  with1  thet  appropriate  ftanzas.  pathetically.^^ 

#  JJertrand,  *ol.  xu  chap.xiv.. 
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chap;  defeiihing  the  feelings  and  fufferings  of  a  esprit* 
king**    The  power  of  tiiufic  and  the  chanps'of 


thcVu^r.    ^&*fy>  combining  with  inherent  loyalty,  mfpued 
ints  of  a     the  company  with  an  entkufiafni  which  wine  drove 

CSDtlVC 

king.  beyond  all  bounds  of  caution.  Drawing  their* 
Lau^,°f  fwords,  they  drank  copious  bumpers  totheaugoft 
%**  md  health  of  their  iliuftriou*  vifitors  and  their  family, 
fucceffivelyf,  while  the  chief  perfonages,  having 
cxprefled  their  warmeft  gratitude,  retired.  In  fuch 
a  difpofition  of  mind,  no  moderation  could  be  ex* 
pefted.  A  fcene  of  complete  intoxication  enfued* 
and  exhibited  without  difguife,  and  with  augmented 
fervour,  the  fentirpents  with  which  it  commenced* 
All  the  extravagance  followed  which  wine  could 
produce  on  romantic  fancies  and  impaffioned 
hearts.     The  national  cockades  were  by  the  offi* 


*  Taken  from  a  dramatic  work  founded  on  the  (lory  of 
Richard  Cccur  de  Lion's  captivity  when  returning  from  the 
Holy  Land,  and  beginning,  "  O  Richard,  O  anon  Roi" 

f  Bert  rand,  who  gives  a  very  particular  account  of  this  en- 
tertainment, mentions  the  following  circum (lance,  which  I  do 
not  recollect  to  have  feen  in  any  other  publication.  "  I  have 
(he  fays)  been  allured  by  two  perfbns  who  were  pitfall  at  this 
entertainment,  that  the  words  to  tht  health  of  tht  nation,  were, 
alfo  pronounced  feebly  by  one  of  the  gucfts,  or  one  of  the  fpec- 
tators,  and  that  the  not  repeating,  or  feconding  this  toaft,  was 
attended  with  no  conferences.  The  cuftom  of  drinking  to  the" 
health  of  the  nation  had  not  been  then  eftablifiicd,  and  one  may 
be  allowed,  without  a  crime,  to  think  that  was  not  the  no* 
meat  for  introducing  fuch  an  innovation ;  yet  one  of  the 
greateft  crimes  imputed  to  the  garJcs-du-corpt,  was  their  not 
being  wilKng  to  drink  to  the  health  of  the  nation,  that  is  to  fay, 
to  their  own  health,  for  they  were  indifputably  a  part  of  the 
nation." 

.  .  cers 
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cers  of  Fhaders  torn  from  their  huts,  and  trampled  °AA  p> 
under  foot*  4  and  in  their  place  were  fubflitutcd.  ol<i  s^rv=w 
royal  cockades,.  fiippKed  by  the -ladies  :pf  die  courts  ThJ70^>ri 
who  look  white  ribbands  from,  their,  own  hefd*-  "*£,thc 
dreflfes,  to  -decorate  the  loyal  officers,  white,  the  cockade, 
three  coloured  cockade  was  txeated  with  contempt 
and  fcorn.    This  banquet  was  really  no  more  thai' 
an  exeefs   of  conviviality,  at  ^i  feafon  when  pro-  thePeme?. 
dence  would  have  dilated  referre ;  but  being  ex*  p^ent  * 
aggerated  by  jrfl  the  citcuttiftaiices  which  ifialiciousj  j^**^ 
invention  could  devife,   filled  Paris  with  the  rtioflr  of  thc 
violent  rage.    The  innovating  leaders  pretended.  i<u. 
that  the  condufk  of  the  officers   and    counter* 
arofe    from  counter-revolutionary  profe&s,  with 
exulting  joy  from  the  confident  expeditions  of 
fuccefs :  a  <c$nfpiracy,  they  affirmed,  was  matured    , 
for  the  reftoration  of  defpotr&n,  and  that  the  queen* 
was  at  its  head.    The  caroufai  of  the  royalifts,  at 
the  time  that  the  people  wanted  bread,  was  a  fla- 
grant infult  to  the  nation.    Thefe  fentiments  were 
dMfeminated  by  the  various  dalles  and  faftionsthat 
were  friendly  to   innovation;   but  were   fpread 
with  peculiar  activity  by  the  adherents  of  the  Duke 
of  Orleans 
Louis  PhiKp  Bourbon,  Duke  of  Orleans,  wasr  cbmAei- 

,       -    ^         ,  -  '  .  B  '_  »nd  probers 

the  descendant  and  representative  of  the  only  bro-  «fji«duIm 
ther  of  lioiris  XIV.,  and  after  the  pofterity  of  that .  *  0rlttn•• 
monarch,  next,  heir  to  the  throne  of  France,    lit 
fuch  an  elevated  rank,  with  riches  far  beyond  the 
meafure  of  any  other  European  fabjeft,  he  had 
devoted  his  youth  to  the  moft  profligite  debauch* 
cry :    his  vices,  by  their,  ooarfenefs,  excited  the 
indignant  contempt  of  a  gentleman  aknoft  Us  rmidf :  . 
#  Annual  Rtgiftcr  1789. 

as 
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chap,  a*  the  enormity  of  hag  crimes  called  on  irimrthe 
^y-,  ^j  deteftarion  of  every  viftuovs  man*  ■  His  wealth 
>7*9»  afbrding  htm  the  meant  of  very  exteaftve.depra- 
*ity,  enabled  Urn  to-corrupt  great  numbers  .of  the. 
youth,  and  even  to  make  considerable  advance*  in 
*&Mg  the  metropolis ;  and  hit  habitation  at  jfee 
Palais  Jtayal,  far  exceeded  any  other  part  of  the 
French  capital  in  variety*  extent,  and  flagraney  of 
wjekydoefs.  Such  was  the  mode  of  life  by  whkb  this 
prince  was  dttHagutihed  by  the  time  he  had  rsacbed 
his  fortieth  year.  His  reputation,,  howew,  did 
not  reft  fddy  on  uniform  and  habimald<£^^ 
other  fpecicB  of  turpitude  concurred  in  rendering 
him  at  once  flagitious  and  execrable.  Opulent  as 
Orleans  was,  he  was  boundlcfc  in  avarice.  The  Due 
de  Pentbievre,  high  admiral  of  France,  was  one  of 
die  wealthiest  noblemen  of  his  country.  Orfaa&s 
caft  his  eye*  on  the  daughter  of  this  minifter, 
but  the  fon  Latnballe  intervened :  with  this  youth 
he  cultivated  a  clofc  intimacy,  and  according  to 
the  concurrent  accounts.,  of  various  writers V was 
the  means  of  Jhortening  the  brother's  life,  after 
which  he  married  the?  fifl;er,  now  heir  pf  her  father's 
poffeflions.  He  moreover  propofed  to  fccure  the 
reverfxon  of  Pferithietfre#$  very  lucrative  poft.  With 
this  view  he  entered  the  navy,*  and  the  firft  time  he 
law  an  enemy,,  a  descendant  of  Henry  IV.  .betrayed, 
the  defpicable  degeneracy  of  perfonal  cowardice  f. 

;*  See  f  laybtr  on  J«cpbipifm.~ A4olpbus*»  tnenjoirs.—Fio 
tune  of  Paris,  &c.  .     v- 

*f  In  IVOrallier'sntftftinf  fight  with  Adiptral-Kejptl.  ;See 
t^it  Hiftory,  rol  iilf.ii. 

Such 
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Stt<&  *n'«*hibitioi\  efeftufrily  dWlroyed  all  his  q»ap. 
petenfion?  to  naval  promotiepf  and  he  conceive^  vj^jiij 
the  blacked  ^vengeance  againfk  the  royal  family*  *•* 
becaufe  the  king  we*ld  notentraft  ihe  fnprjjme 
4iredk»ri  of  his  aavy  taa  petffon  who-was  afraid^* 
fight :  varidus  citcmaftaAces  fife  rendered  thcqueet* 
die  pefculiafr  objeft  offafts-featred*  Hie  comnxeotfing 
flfcctoteitts  iii  Stance  opeped  to  him  pttitipttiks  not 
dnly  of  'MPe&gfe,  but  ambition:  he  hoped  by 
frmenfing  difaffe&ion  to  pive  the  way  for  the  over* 
throw  of  the  royal  family,  and  his  own  advance* 
ment  tothe  regency,  if  nor  to  the  throne  Weak 
as  we&as  wicked,  in  fceking.  ths  downfall  of  the  . 
reigning  fovereign,  lie  promoted  and  headed  at- 
tacks upon  the  monarchical  authority;  and. whafc 
he  fought  *by  villany,  by  folly  laboured  to  impair. 
He  did  not  refleft  that  the  do&rines  which  he  pnv 
mated  tended  to  overturn  the  cro\yn  which  he 
purfued-  He  was  fo  infatuated  as  to  fuppofe  that  '  •  - 
the  bold  and  able  leaders  of  a  revolution  which 
annihilated  all  adventitious  diftindions,  would  la* 
hour  to  exalt  a  perfon,  who,  deftitute  of  genius 
and  of  courage,  had  none  but  adventitious  dif- 
tin&ions  to  boaft*  Since  the  fubverfion  of  the  old 
government,  he  had  abetted  the  moft  violent  and 
licentious  proceedings  of  the  revolutionary  mobs. 
Sagacious  agitators  at  once  faw  his  defigns,  and  >? 

their  futility,  and  profeffing  to  be  hi  agents,  ufed 
him  as  tfyeir  dupe*  The  inpft  eminent  of  his.  do. 
dared  parttfans  at  this  time  *a$  Mirabeau,  who  , 

at  certain  periods  appears  to  have  defired  the 
promotion  of  Orleans  to  be  regent  of  the  kingdom,  I 

. ,  *  in  ! 

I 
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>^#-..^jr  ftfanfelf.  Mifabefeu  very  adiwly  pftfhdted  tfite  fft££ 

,yl*     tf  the  Partialis :  he  flfid  hi*  agents  pfeteoded  to 

impute  the  fcattty  t<*  the  maehinaritfn*  of  the 

jvtttaaatt,  ami  die  ifafeuce  of  the  toyat&ftity* 

and  eiKOutfaged  die  papohrcry  far  totemm* 

<tf  rite  ktog  to  Paris.  He  promoted  die  belief  of  4 

eoofpifacy  by  the  queen,  and  e*a»  iritimattd  itf 

tatertkmof  itupeafchiag  her  Mijefty**  as  *<!orffpir*fe* 

for  deftfttyfog  the  freedom  of  die  people,  amrf 

n*™*     keeping  bread  Qodt  the Pafitiart*.     Thefc  topics 

IX^"   ^g  reputed  in  the  capital,  the  mahgriry  tof  the 

Ae  king  to  Orleans  fa&ion,  tevtofatiotiaty  entfcafiafm,  aftd  pou 

pillar  licetttiorrfhefs,  concurred  with  the  fcarcity  izr 

producing  a  determination  to  haften  to  Verfaines 

to  demand  of  the  king  bread,  ptiurflitaeiit  of  the 

Movement    ariftocrats,  and  efperially  the  gttarjs*    ;A  mol- 

•f  the  wo-    fitude  of  the  loweft  women  undertook   thi©  e*- 

men  for  that 

pwpofe.  pedition  ;  thefe  amazom  broke  open  the  town&oufe, 
^ft«hand  kizzi  the  atms  there  depofited,  and  meeting  oti 
onaocmu.    tf.e  fta}rs  a  prieftj  rented  no  fisher  proof*  of  hi* 

guilt  than  his  drefe ;  and  commenced  their  orgies  by 
hanging  him  to  a  latfip-poft.  With  the  yett  ctfirrfu- 
riate  favages  they  fet  out  for  Verfaalles,  joined  by 
Maillafd,  4  creature  of  Orleans,  and  a  fevourirt 
f^okefman  in,:  thtS  Palaiis  fcoyal,  wkh  a  few  oF  his 
J^Jw  affi>ciates.  They  proc^dted  on  their  iftarth :  an* 
Meeting  tteo  tra^eilrts  in  t!he  dr  efs  of  gentlemen^ 
tfiey  condtided  ifhfcnl  td  be  ariftocraft,  and  hang&f 
#lem  *fthddt  ftrfflfcr  enquiry.  Attm&g'it?  V€r~ 
ft&ted,  dfcy  kttt 3VMiUa*d  to  die  feuSttSil  *ft»bl?, 

. .  *~  ».    » 
*  Bcrtnad,  »©L  ii.  chap.  17. 
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t^derand  the  immediate  punifhment  of  the  ariffco-  chap. 
tt?t8  aid  the  life-guards.    The  affembly  fent  their  J^y^^ 
$wn  preftdept  with  a  deputation  of  the  women  to      '7** 
wak  ypon  the  king*     The  deputies  being  thus  em- 
pfc>y«d*  their  condiments  fet  about  drinking*-*an 
operation  for  which  their  hafty  departure  in  the 
morning  had  not  allowed  them  time,  and  the  road 
bad  n^t  afforded  materials*    In  half  an  hour  the 
peper  number  of  them  were  completely  intoxi* 
cated  Thus  prepared,  they  broke  into  the  national  The  women 
aflejnbjy,  not  only  filled  the  galleries,  but  took  their  i^b^* 
feats  among  the  lawgivers,  overwhelmed  them  with  t^Taa^ 
the  groflefl  and  loudeft  obfeenity  and  imprecations*  "£  jf* 
At  laft  twp  of  them,  observing  the  prefident's  chair  p^fi^nt't 
to  be  empty,  took  poffeffion  of  it  themfelves,  jmd  die* 
tated  the  fubjeds  of  difcuffion.  Such,  even  then,  was 
French  liberty ;  fuch  were  the  afleffors  who  con- 
trouied  the  deliberations  of  men  affembled  on  the 
moft  mppientous  bufinefs  that  could  occupy  le* 
giflators.     While  the  female  army  was  thus  em- 
ployed at  Verfailles,  the  fermentation  at  Pari*  rofc 
to  an  extraordinary  pitch,  and  all  claffes  of  the  popu* 
lace  burned  with  anxiety  to  know  the  refult  of  the 
expedition*  *  The  national  guards  became  fo  impa- 
tient, that  they  compelled  their  officers  to  lead  them 
to  Verfailles,  and  declared  their  resolution  to  joii> 
in  obliging  the  kift£  to  repair  to  Paris.   La  Fayette, 
the  commander,  though  a  friend  to  the  new  con- 
ftitution,  was  favourably  difpofed  totheperfon  of 
Louis  *,  as  well  as  tothe  authority  t  which  the 
new  fyftem  had  conferred  on  the  fovereign,  and  was 

*  Bertrand,  chap.  xvi.  f  SouiHe'i  Memoirs. 
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chap,  the  adverfaiy  of  violent  republicans  on  the  one 
v^p^v^J  hand,  and  of  the  Orleans  faftion  on  the  other.  He 
*78^.  endeavoured  to  difluade  his  foldiers  from  this  expe- 
dition but  found  that  the  attempt  would  be  imprac- 
ticable ;  he  therefore  tried  to  moderate'  its  opera- 
tion. As  the  guards  made  no  fcruple  of  pubKcly 
proclaiming  their  opinions  and  fentiments  on  na- 
tional affairs,  La  Fayette  and  His  officer^  eafily  difc 
covered  whence  ■  their  prefent  thoughts  and  inten- 
tions originated.  The  grenadiers  informed  the 
general,  without  referve,  they  underftood  the  king 
to  be  an  ideot,  therefore  they  (the  grenadiers)  would 
not  h«fitate  to  declare,  that  matters  muft  go  ton 
much  better  by  the  appointment  of  a  regent.  As 
this  was  the  peculiar  language  and  do&rine  of  Mi- 
rabeau  and  other  dire&ors  of  the  Orleans  fa&ion, 
there  could  be  little  d©ubt  where  either  the  politics 
or  the  march  of  the  guards  originated  *'.'  Many 
of  the  foldiers  alfo  declared  an  intention  ofmaffac- 
ring  the  queen.  The  Parifian  guards  arrived  at 
Verfailles  late  in  the  evening,  and  were'  m6ft 
cordially  received  by  the  national  guards  at  Ver- 
failles, the  mob  of  the  fame  place,  and  the  amazons 
of  Maillard  t*  The  moft  ferocious  of  the  guards 
and  other  mob  in  the  morning  furrounded  the 
palace,  and,  with  dreadful  howlings,  denounced 
the  murder  of  the  queen  •>  and  the  palace  was  filled 
with  confternation.  But  Marie  Antoinette  was  not 
frightened.    Amid  crimes,  (fays  Bertrand),  alarms, 

*  Annual  Regiftcr  1790,  page  48. 

f  Bertrand  informs  us,  that  this  man  was  rather  turbulent  than 
malignant,  and  even  tried  to  preferve  fome  degree  of  moderation 
among  his  troop  ;  which  was  certainly,  in  their  prefent  condi- 
tion, no  eafy  talk. 

confufion, 
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confufion,  and  general  ftupor,  the  queen  majefti* 
cally  difplayed  the  fublimeft  and  moft  heroic  cha- 
rafter.  Her  conftant  ferenity,  her  countenance,  firjn  X7*9 
and  ever  full  of  dignity,  transfufed  her  own  courage 
into  the  foul  of  all  who  approached  her.  On  that 
day  (he  received  a  great  deal  of  company.  To  fome 
who  expreffed  uneafinefs  Ihe  replied,  "  I  know  they  ' 
are  come  from  Paris  to  demand  my  head ;  but  I 
learned  of  my  mother  not  to  fear  death,  and  I  will 
wait  for  it  with  firmhefs/*  Her  anfwer  to  the  advice 
given  to  her,  to  fly  from  the  dangers  that  threatened 
her,  does,  not  lefs  deferve  to  be  recorded.— •"  No, 
no,"  laid  ihe ;  *'  never  will  I  defert  the  king  and 
my  children :  I  will  (hare  whatever  fate  awaits 
them."  Some  hours  of  fleep  happily  came  to  repair 
her  exhaufted  ftrength,  and  to  enable  her  to  en- 
counter on  the  next  day*  with  equal  magnanimity, 
dangers  ftill  more  horrid.  About  half  pad  five  in 
the  morning,  the  repofe  of  the  princefs  received  a 
frightful  difturbance.  An  immenfe  croud  endea- 
voured to  break  down  the  palace  gate,  and  after 
murdering  two  of  the  life-guards,  effe&ed  their  pur- 
pofe.  Dreadful  howlings  announced  their  entrance 
into  the  palace :  they  foon  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the 
great  ffaurcafe,  and  ran  up  in  crouds,  uttering  iin- 
prec&aonsaAtilthp  moll  fanguinary  threats  againft  the 
queen*.  Before  fix  they  forced  their  way  to  the  apart- 
ments of  therpyal  contort.  The  centinel,Monfieur  de  v***  * 
Miomandre,  perceiving  theruffians,  called  out, " Save 
the  queen;  her  life  is  fought:  Ifland  alone  againft  two 
thottfaftd  tiger*."    Hertpjajcfty  efcaped  by  a  private 

#  Bertnrad,  vol.  ii.  p.  112. 

pafiage  . 
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QxLui*'  parage  into  the   king's  apartment.     jLouis,  fly- 
ing to  her  relief*  was  met  by  bis  own  guards,  who 


+>*> 


attempt'to    efcortcd  him  back  to  his  apartments,  where  he 
^et[thc   found  his  queen  and  children  arrived*    The  ruf- 
•revcntcd     fia^g  now  endeavoured  to  force  the  aitfichamber* 
loifm  of  her  which  a  body  of  loyal  guards  defended  with  heroic 
courage  ;  but  their  number  w*s  decreasing  under 
the  murdering  hands  of  the  banditti-     The  affaffms 
had  almoft  entered  the  apartment  when  the  per- 
fuafions  and  f applications  of  Fayette  and  his  officers 
induced  them  to  defift.     Meanwhile,  the  furious 
mob  in  the  outer  court  demanded  the  appearance 
of  the  king  and  queen :  the  royal  pair  was  per  - 
fuaded  to  prefent  tbemfelvcs  on  the  balcony.     An 
ujiiverfal  cry  sfrofe,  To  Paris,  to  Paris.     Refufal  or 
The  king     ramonftrance  would  have  been  inftant  death  :  the- 
Hgftc  toCB     king's  affent  was  immediately  notified,  and  the  fu~ 
FamC  f°r     rious  rage  converted  into  the  moft  tumultuous  joy* 
•    Within  an  hour  began  the  proceffion,  more  melan- 
choly and  humiliating  to  the  king  and  queen  than 
any  which  hiftory  records  of  captive  prince*  exhi- 
bited as  fpe&acles  to  triumphant  enemies.     The 
fovereign  of  a  mighty  and  fpkndid  monarchy ;  fo 
long  and  fo  recently  famed  for  learning,  arts,  Sci- 
ences, and  civilization  $  renowned  for  the'genero- 
6ty,  honour,  and  valour  of  its  nobiKty ;  thecburage 
and  difcipline  of    its  numerous   and  formidable 
armies ;  their  zealous  and  enthufiaftic  affe&ion  for 
their  king  and  his  family ;  the  ardent  loyalty  of  the 
^Kfffionof  whole  people ;  was  now,  without  foreign  invafion  or 
maX«h!d    war  >  without  any  avowed  competitor  for  his  throne  5 
even  without  any  acknowledged  rebellion   of  his 
fubje&s,  with  his  queen  and  family,  dragged  from 

his 
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his  palace,  and  led  in  triumph  by  the  offscourings  c  ***p- 
of  his  metropolis,  the  loweft  and  moil  defpicable  of  v^-v-*-' 
ruffians,  the  meanefl  and  moil  abandoned  trulls.  I?89' 


From  the  6th  of  Oftober  1789,  the  king  is  to  be  £££*, 


confidered  as  a  prifoner  at  Paris.    Mounier,  equally  at  **atis* 

the  friend  of  liberty  and  of  monarchy*  from  thefe 

horrid  tranfa&ions  augured  the  downfal  of  both* 

He  and  other  penetrating  obfervers  faw  that  the 

outrages  were  not  the  mere  accidental  ebullitions  of 

of  a  temporary  and  local  frenzy,  but  the  efFe&s  of  a 

general  caufe..    He,  Lally  Tolendal,  and  others  of 

the  moderate  party,  who  had  been  the  vigorous 

and  ardent  advocates  of  a  limited  monarchy,  ndW 

feeing  their   efforts  unavailing)  feceded  from  the 

afiembly*     But  the  juft  and  virtuous  Mounier,  be* 

fore  his  retirement,  eftablifhed  an  enquiry  into  the 

recent  maffacres. .  The  national  afiembly  followed 

the  king  to  Paris.     The  republican  party  now  be* 

gan  to  exprefs  fufpicions  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans, 

which  they  had  before  entertained  ;  though  finding 

him  and  his  creatures  inft rumen tal  to  their  defigns, 

they  had  made  ufe  of  his  agency   as  long  as  it 

was  wanted*      Become  now ;  fo  powerful,  they 

thought  proper  to  drop  the  maik,  and  intimated  to 

him  through  Fayette*  that  his  prefence  in  France 

.was  incompatible  with  the  public  good:  he  was 

Accordingly  compelled  to  retire  into  England.    At 

this  time  the  Parifian  mob  promulgated  its  reiblu- 

tion  to  take  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  into  its 

own  hands;  and  accordingly  hanged*  fever&l  arifto- 

d9ts  (efpaciaily  bakers)  at  the  lamp-poft.    The  The«iftin* 

aflembly,  fr$m  regard  to  hs  own  fafety,  refolved  to  *%™Zn 

f  •AnDOalRegiftcr.  1790.  .         ST"** 

:   -Vol*  V.  O  prevent 
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chap,  prevent  fo  fummaty  proceedings.    They  pafied  a 
i^^y^j  very  effedive  decree,  by  which  the  municipal  ma- 
scvw/pro.  &&ntes  were  obliged  to    proclaim  martial   law 
fccuiion*      whenever  the  mob  proceeded  to  outrage.    They 
purpofc.       inftituted  a  criminal  inquiry  into  the  late  murders  $ 
feveral  ring-leaders  were  hanged,  and  terror  thus 
was  ftruck  into  the  reft.    Some  degree  of  tranquil- 
lity was  eftablifhed  in  the  metropolis ;  and  the  af- 
fembly  proceeded  with  lefs  interruption  and  greater 
Effeds  of     fecurity  in  its  Schemes  of  legiflation.  i 

the  French  _      /  •       i       »•        r  .       .*     •      ^ 

rtvoiurion        Such  were  the  leading  features  and  principal  a£ts 
Dkiefth'g'    of  the  French  revolution  in  1789.     Britons  re- 
vernmlfrr   joicedxat  the  overthrow  of  the  old  French  govern- 
*  wimc<T"   ment  ^caufe  *"°  contrary  to  the  liberty  which  they 
with  the      themfelves  enjoyed.    A  change  from  fuch  a  fyftem 
♦Approve  they  concluded  muft  certainly  be  an  improvement. 
« fHenS?ye    They  trufted  that  the-alterarions  in  France  would 
to  jibcrty.     g^erate  a  government  fimilar  to  the  Britifh  confti- 
tution,  Prefuming  beneficial  effects  from  the  French 
revolution,  the  greateft  part  of  the  people  rejoiced 
at  this  event.    The  generous  feelings  of  Englifh- 
men  fympathized  with  the  affertors  of  liberty,  before 
they  had  time  and  opportunity  to  afcertain  its 
sentiments   effe&s  on  the  fituation  and  chara&eiV^of  its  new 
chiffes1.0"8     votaries.     Men   whofe  claffical  erudition  had  a 
greater  influence  in  forming  their  opinions  than 
experience  and  reafon ;  who  judged  of  political  wifc 
dom  more  from  the  pra&ice  of  the  ancient  republics 
than  from  hiftory,  inveftigation  of  chara&er,  and 
circumftances,  admired  what  they  conceived' to  be 
approaches  to  the  democratic  inftitutims  of  Greece 
and  Rome.    Scholars,  chfcfy  eminent  for  philo- 
logy, were,  with  very  few  exceptions,  admirers  of  a 

Xyftem, 
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fyftem  *  that  they  fuppofed  fimilar  to  thofe  tfrhich  cT^h  x?  p. 
they  found  delineated  and  praifed  in  their  favourite  w^v**** 
languages.  Literary  men  of  a  higher  clafs  than  *7*9' 
mere  linguifls ;  peiibns  of  profound  metaphyfical 
and  moral  phiiofophy,  but  of  more  genius  and  fpe- 
culative  learning  than  conver&ncy  with  pra&ical 
affairs,  commended  the  lawgivers  of  France  for 
taking  for  their  guide  the  "  polarity  of  reafon,  in- 
ftead  of  following  the  narrow  and  daftardly  J  coaft- 
ipgs  of  ufage*  precedent,  and  authority.*'  There  were 
many  who,  forming  their  ideas  of  civil  and  poli- 
tical liberty  from  their  own  abftra&ions  more  than 
from  experience,  admired  the  French  for  declaring 
the  equality  of  mankind,  and  making  that  principle 
the  bafis  of  government,  inftead  of  modifying  it  ac- 
cording to  expediency.  This  latter  clafs  compre- 
hended the  greater  number  of  eminent  proje&ors 
of  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  reform,  who  long  had  con- 
fidered  even  Britain  herfelf  deficient  in  the  liberty 
which  their  fancies  reprefented  as  deducible  from 
the  rights  of  man.  Various  political  focieties  had 
been  conftituted  for  different  purpofes  of  reform,  but 
of  late  years  the  mod  a£kive  of  them  had  manifefted 
principles  too  abftraft  and  vifionary  t  to  be  prac- 
ticably confiftent  with  the  Britifli  conftitution*  or 
indeed,  any  form  of  government  founded  upon  an 
opinion  that  human  nature  is  imperfeft,  and  re* 
quires  controuls  proportioned  to  the  prevalence  of 

*  The  inftances  are  numerous,  as  the  obfcmng  reader  can 
cafily  recollect  without  particularizatiofl. 

%  See  Vjndicix  Gallicse.  • 

^  See  Price's  Difcourfe  of  the  love  of  dur  country,  November 
4» '78°*  in  Prieftlcy,  paffim;  alfp,  Writings  of  their  votaries, 
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chap,  piffion.  Theft  fodedes  *  praifed  the  French  fevo- 
vv^  lutionifts,  and  recommended  their  example  as  a  glo 
17^*  rious  pattern  for  the  human  race.  They  fent  con- 
gratulations to  the  French  leaders.  A  regular 
official  correspondence  was  carried  on  between  the 
members  of  private  clubs  in  England,  and  the 
leaders  of  the  republican  revolution  in  France. 
Statefinen  of  high  rank,  and  of  the  higheft  talents  f, 
venerating  liberty  in  general,  prefumed  French  li- 
berty would  render  its  votaries  happy ;  and  imputing 
the  aggreflions  of  France  on  this  and  other  nations 
to  the  corrupt  ambition  of  her  court,anticipated  tran- 
quillity from  her  renovated  ftate,  and  rejoiced  at  a 
change  that  appeared  to  them  to  forebode  peace  to 
Britain  and  to  Europe.  Thefe  admirers  of  the 
French  revolution  were  ftimulated  by  Britifh  pa- 
triotifm  as  well  as  love  of  freedom.  The  excefles 
they  faw  and  lamented,  but  tracing  them  to  their 
fource,  they  imputed  them  to  enthufiafm  ;  which, 
rcafoning  from  experience,  they  trufted,  though 
furioufly  violent  in  its  operation  on  fuch  chara&ers, 
would  gradually  fubfide,  and  leave  only  the  ardour 
of  ufeful  reform  and  improvement.  The  ableft 
men  on  the  fide  of  adminiftration,  abftained 
from  delivering  any  opinion  concerning  the  internal 
proceedings  of  a  foreign  ftate  which  had  not  then 
interfered  with  ours.  At  the  end  of  1789,  by  far 
the  greater  number  of  all  claffes  and  parties  in  Britain 

*  Revolution  Club  and  Society  for  Conftitutional  Informa- 
tion. 

f  See  Speeches  of  Meffrs.  Fox  apd  Sheridan  in  feffian 
1790.  - 
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was  friendly  to  the  French  revolution :   and*  its  c  h  a  p. 
favourers  included  a  very  great  portion  of  genius  ^y^ 
and  learning,  while  none  was  hitherto  exerted  by       17**# 
our   countrymen  on  the  oppofite  fide.     Such  was 
the  impreflion  which  this  extraordinary  change  of 
Gallic  polity  produced  in  the  mod  liberal  and  en- 
lightened of  neighbouring  nations. 
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CHAP.   XLIV, 


Meeting  of  parliament.— At  the  beginning  of  the  feffion  little 
debate  or  difcuffion.—Mr.  Fox  takes  an  opportunity  of 
praifing  the  French  revolution—  -commends  the  conducl  of  the 
French  army  in  fupportirtg  the  caufe  of  the  people  againflan 
arbitrary  court— likens  them  to  the  Englijb  army  fupporting 
the  Prince  of  Orange— deems  the  French  revolution,  in 
many  refpecls,  Jtmilar  to  the  deliverance  of  England. — His 
friend  and  political  officiate,  Mr.  Burke,  maniffffs  a  differ 
rent  opinion— -unfolds  his  view  of  the  French  revolution — 
confiders  its  principles,  and  the  eharaclers  on  which  they 
are  operating — points  out  its  firfi  ejfeBs%  and  deduces  the 
outrageous  exceffesfrom  its  nature  and  doctrines'— deprecates 
the  French fyflem  as  a  model  for  England — denies  the  allega- 
tions offtmilarity  between  tf)e  French  and  Britifb  revolution — 
praifes  the  excellence  of  the  Britijb  conftitution,  as  contrafied 
with  the  French  fyftem.— Mr.  Sheridan  concurs  in  Mrf 
Fox's  praifes  of  the  French  revolution.i-Mr*  Pitt,  praifing 
the  Britjfb  con/litution,  delivers  no  opinion  on  the  French 
fyftem. — Diffenters  again  propofe  tofeejk  the  repeal  of  the  teft 
acl.—Circumftances  apparently  favourable  to  the  hofes  of  the 
diffenters— they  are ftrenuoufy  oppofed  by  the  numbers  of  the 
church.— Work  entitled,  Review  of  the  cafe  of  the  Protef- 
tan%  Diffenters. — Diffenters  trttft  their  caufe  to  the  tran- 
fcendent  talents  of  Mr.  Fox— bis  view  of  the  fubjeSt,  and 
anfwers  to  objections?— Mr.  Pitt  continues  to  treat  admiffi- 
bility  to  offices  as  a  mere  quefiion  of  expediency— deems  the 
leaders  of  the  diffenters  inimical  to  our  eflablifhment — ad- 
duces from  the  conducl  of  the  diffenters,  and  the  fttuation  of 
political  affairs  arguments  againft  the  repeal.— Mr* 
Burke  f peaks  on  the  fame  Jide— Majority  againfi  theprp- 
fofed  repeal. — Mr.  Flood  propofes  a  plan for  a  parliamentary 
reform — hisfubtle  theory  is  controverted  by  jjf r.  Windham*— 

withdraw^ 
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withdraws  his  motion*  -  Petitions  from  manufacturers  of 
tobacco,  praying  to  repeal  the  Jaw  fubje fling  than  to  excife.*— 
Amotion  to  that  effect  by  Mr.  Sheridan — is  negatived.— 
Financial  ftatements. — Profperous  fttuation  of  the  country. 
—Mr.  Dundas  prefents  an  account  of  our  Eaft  India  pof- 
fe/Jions  —Libels  agaitift  the  commons  on  account  of  the  ma- 
nagement of  Hajlings*s  trial— cenfured. — Difpute  with 
Spain.— Nootka  Sound. — Infult  offered  by  Spain— Satisfac- 
tion demanded.— Conduct  of  Spain — King's  meffage  to  par* 
liament.— Parliament  unanimoufly  pledge  their fupport  of  the 
Jang  in  vindicating  the  rights  cf  Britain. — Diffolution  of 
parliament. — Warlike  preparations. — Diplomatic  difcujfton 
between  Britain  and  Spain.— Spain  attempts  to  inter  eft 
France.— The  French  nation  is  inimical  to  <war  with  Eng- 
land.—Spain  %  hopelefs  of  aid9  yields  to  the  demands  of  Bri- 
tain.—The  difputes  are  adjujied  in  a  convention. 


CHAf. 

xuv. 


npnz  Britifh  parliament  had  fitten  fo  late  in  the 
preceding  year,  that  it  did  not  meet  till  the 
2iftof  January  1790.  In  the  opening  fpeech,  his  Mce^\,f 
majefty  mentioned  the  continuance  of  the  war  in  the  par»»»mcnl- 
North  and  Eaft  of  Europe,  and  informed  the  houfe 
that  the  internal  fituation  of  different  parts  of  the 
continent  engaged  his  majefty's  moll  ferious  atten- 
tion. .  Concerned  as  he  was  at  the  interruption  of 
tranquillity,  he  was  perfuaded  his  parliament  would 
join  him  in  entertaining  a  deep  and  grateful  fenfe  of 
the  favour  of  providence,  which  continued  to  his 
fubje&s  the  increafing  advantages  of  peace,  and  the 
uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  thofe  invaluable  blef- 
fings  which  they  had  fo  long  derived  from  our  ex- 
cellent conftitution.  His  Majefty  informed  them, 
that  during  the  recefs  of  parliament,  he  had  been 
under  the  neceffity  of  adopting  meafures  for  pre- 
yenting  the  exportation,  and  facilitating  the  import- 
G  4  ation 
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chap.  arion>  of  corn.    The  addreffes  were  voted  without 
v^-v-O  oppofition  or  debate ;  an  a£fc  of  indemnity  was  pro* 
1 79°'     pofed,  and  unanimoufly  carried,  refpeding  the  order 
of  council  about  grain. 
At  the  be      Duringthe  firft  weeks  of  thefeflion,there  was  fcarce* 
Sefcffionf    ly  any  parliamentary  difcuffion,  but  afterwards  fome 
fittte  debate  of  the  moft  ftriking  efforts  of  eloquence  arofe  from  a 
or  difcuffion  fubjefl:  which  was  not  properly  before  the  hoofe. 
Such  a  momentous  event  as  the  French  revolution, 
interefting  all  enlightened  men,  had  very  early  en- 
gaged the  ardent  mind  of  Mr.  Fox.  This  illuftrious 
fenator  venerated  and  admired  liberty ;  and  contem- 
plating the  Gallic  change,  eftimated  its  nature  and 
value  by  the  happinefs  which,  he  conceived,  from 
overturning  an  arbitrary  government,  it  would  be- 
uk«Fr      ^°^  uP°n  many  nullions.     He  fpoke  with  traofpert 
opportunity   and  exultation  of  a  great  people  breaking  their  chains 
thePFrench    on  the  heads  of  their  oppreffors,  and  celebrated  tfce 
tevoiMtion  j    particuiar  aas>  fotii  civil  and  military,  that  had  been 
moft  inftrumental  in  effecting  the  change.    As  a* 
man,  he  rejoiced  in  the  fubverfion  of  defpotifm, 
9nd  as  a  Briton,  in  a  ftate  from  which  he  foreboded 
tranquillity  to  this  country.    When  the  army  efti- 
jnates  were  under  confideration*,  this  diftinguifhe^ 
orator  firft  promulgated  to  parliament  his  opinions 
concerning  the  French  revolution.     The  military 
eftablifhments  propofed  were  nearly  the  fame  as  in 
the  former  year.    Meffrs.  Pitt  and  Grenville  con, 
tended,  that  though  there  was  no  reafon  to  appre- 
hend  hoftilities  from  any  foreign  power,  yet  th$ 
imfettled  ftate  of  Europe,  and  the  internal  fituaupn 
of  feveral  parts  of  it  made  it  neCeffary  for  us  to  keep 

*  February  91b,  1790.     S«c  parliamentary  reports,        1 

ourfelves 
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ourfelvee  in  fuch  a  condition  as  might  enable  us  toafi  chap, 
with  vigour  and  effect  if  occafion  (hould  require  out  \^v~*L> 
exertions.      It  was  (they  argued)   a  prepofterou*      ,79°* 
economy  to  tempt  an  attack  by  out  weaknefs,  and 
for  a  miserable  prefent  faving  to  hazard  a  great  fila- 
ture expence.     Our  foreign  alliances  had  been  ap- 
proved by  all  parties,  as  neceffary  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  that  balance  of  power  in  Europe  upon  which 
the  permanence  of  its  tranquillity  depended ;  but 
they  could  only  be  rendered  effe&ual  for  their  pur* 
pofe  by  our  ability  to  fupport  them  with  an  adequate 
force.     Mr.  Fox  argued,  that  our  ancient  rival  and 
enemy,    by  her   internal  disturbances,    probably 
would  be  difabted  from  offering  us  any  moleftation 
for  a  long  courfe  of  years  ;  and  the  new  form  that 
the  government  of  France  was  likely  to  afluine  - 
wduld  make  her  a  beKer  neighbour,  and  lefs  pro- 
penfeto  hoftility,  than  when  (he  wats  fubjed  to  the 
cabal  and  intrigues  of  ambitious  and  interefted  ftatef-  cpmmtnds 
men*.     He  applauded  the  conduft  of  the  French  LftheFrencV 
foldiers  during  the  late  commotions :  by  refufing  j1™^',"^ 
to  obey  the  di&ates  of  the  oourt,  that  army  had  fet  a.  th«  p«>p1c 
glorious  example  to  all  the  military  bodies  of  Europe,'  arbitrary 
and  had  fhewn,  that  men,  by  becoming  foldiers;  Litem 

.  themtotke 
#  Mr.  Fox's  expe&ation  of  ttanquiHity  to  other  Hates  from 
the  prevalence  of  freedom  ia  France,  even  had  there  been  no- 
thing peculiar  in  the  nmiure  of  that  freedom,  and  the  habits  and 
difpofitions  of  its  votaries,  feems  to  have  arifen  more  from  theoiy 
thao  from  the  actual  review  of  the  hiftory  of  free  countries.    '  Had  / 

the  comprehenfive  and  full  mind  of  this  philosophical  politician 
called  before  him  his  own  extenfive  knowledge  of  the  adions  of 
mankind*  &e  would  have  immediately  perceived  that  free  nations 
have  been  as  propenfe  to  hoftility  as  the  fubje&a  of  an  arbitrary 
prince.  Sec  the  feveral  hi  (lories  of  the  ancient  republics  in  the 
Greek,  Latin,  or  modern  languages  :  in.  our  own  tongue  Fergu- 
foa,  Ghliet*  and  Mitford. 

.  •  ;  "'  did 
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chap,  did  not  ceafe  to  be  citizens.  Their  conduct  (hefaid) 
s^^^j  refembled  the  behaviour  of  the  patriotic  foldiers  of 
,  !7*?v    England  when  the  Prince  of  Orange  landed  to  affift 
$rmy  (up.    in  prefervmg  our  avil  and  rebgious  liberties :  the 
yX^t  of €   French  revolution,  indeed,  in  many  refpe&s  wat 
°"*€'       like  to  the  glorious  event  which  eftabliihed  and  fe- 
nit  friend    cured  the  liberties  of  England. 
»i  «£i!!*,*      To  thefe  do&rines  Mr.  Fox  found  an  opponent  in 
m»  Jm  t'a   a  very  eminent  fenator,  with  whom  he  had  coincided 
**"'*      during  the  greater  part  of  his  parliamentary  life; 
Habituated  to  profound  meditation  on  important 
queftions  in  political  phiiofophy,  and  thoroughly 
converfant  with  hiftory,  Mr.  Burke  had  applied 
himfelf,  with  the  moft  watchful  attention,  to  obferve 
the  details,  and  to  ftudy  the  principles,  of  this  extra- 
ordinary change.  He  hadreprobate&the  old  govern* 
ment  of  France ;  and  although  he  thought  it,  in  the 
reign  of  Louis  XVI.  foftenedin  its  exercife  by  the 
progrefs  of  civilization,  and  the  perfonal  charader 
of  the  monarch,  ftill  he  deemed  the  welfare  of  the 
people  to  reft  on  an  unliable  bafis,  and  to  require 
very  confiderable  reform  before  it  could  be  a  bene., 
ficial  fyftem.   But  efteeming  arbitrary  power  a  great 
evil,  he  knew  that  unwife  efforts  to  {hake  it  off 
might  produce  more  terrible  calamities.    He  vene- 
rated the  fpirit  of  liberty  as,  when  well-dire&ed  and 
regulated,  a  means  of  human  happinefs $  his  refpeft 
for  it,  in  every  individual,  cafe,  Was  proportionate  to 
his  opinion  of  its  probable  tendency  to  produce  that 
end,  where  he  had  not  a&ual  experience  to  afcertain 
its  effe&s.    It  was  not  merely  the  poflfeffion  of  it 
that  conftitutcd  it  a  bleffing,  but  the  enjoyment  of  it 
to  fuch  ^n  extent,  and  with  fuch  regulations  as  could 
snake  it  fubfidiary  to  virtue  and  happinefs.    Us  ope* 

ration, 
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ration,  as   a   bleffing  or  a   curfe,   depended,  he  c ££** 
thought,  on  its  intrinfic  nature,  compounded .  with  s^^^ij 
the  character  of  its  fubje&s,  and,  in  a  certain  de*      •»*• 
gree,  extrinfic  caufes ;   and  he  uniformly  contra* 
verted*  thofe  dodrines  of  the  rights  of  man  which 
would  allow  the  fame  freedom  to  all  perfons,  and 
}n  all  circumftances.    Neither  did  he  conceive,  that 
every  one  ftate,  though  refined,  was  equally  lit  for 
the  beneficial  exercife  of  liberty  as  every  other  ftate, 
which  was  not  more  refined*    The  controul,  he 
thought,  muft  be  ftrong  in  the  dire&  ratio  of  paffion, 
as  well  as  the  inverfe  ratio  of  knowledge  and  reafom 
Having  long  viewed,  with  anxiety,  the  new  philo- 
fophy  become  fafhkmable  m  France,  he  bellowed 
the  moil  accurate  attention  on  the  defigns  of  its  vo- 
taries, as  they  gradually  unfolded  themfelves.    A  «»«*  w« 
fagacity,  as  penetrating  as  his  views  were  compra-  French 
henfive,  difcovered  to  him  the  nature  of  thofe  prin-  confided 
ciples  which  guided  the  revolutionifts,  as  well  as  the  j^h^** 
chara&ers  on  which  they  were  operating.    The  no-  ^*"^™ 
tions  of  liberty  that  were  therifbed  by  the  French  they  we 
pbilofophy  he  accounted  Ipeculative  and  vifionary,  Qper*t4,!* 
and  in  uq  country  reducible  to  falutary  practice: 
he  thought  they  propofed  much  lefs  reftraint  than 
was  neceffary  to  govern  any  community,  however 
finall,  confifting  of  men  as  they  are  known  from  ex-    * 
perience  ;  he  conceived  alfo  that  the  volatile,  impe- 
tuous, add  violent  chara&er  of  the  French,demanded 
in  fo  great  a  nation,  much  clofer  reftraints  than  were 
requifite  in  many  other  dates.    From  the  fame  pity* 
Jofophy  which  generated  their  extravagant  notions 

•  $pc  Lift  $f  Burke,  paffim. 
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chap,  of  freedom  proceeded  alfo  infidelity.    He  had  many 
v^p-v-^j  years  before*  predicted  that  the  joint  operation  of 
oh,™!;*    thefe  caufes,  unlefs  watchfully  and  fteadily  oppofed, 
ns  firft        would  overturn  civil  and  religious  eftablifhments, 
and  deftroy  all  focial  order.     The  compofition  of 
the  national  aflembly,  the  degradation  of  the  tkv 
bility,  the  abolition  of  the  orders,  the  confifcation 
of  the  property  of  the  church,  and  many  other 
ads,  tended  to  confirm  the  opinion  which  he  had 
formed.     Much  as  he  detefted  the  outrages,  he 
reprobated  the  principles  more,  and  forefaw  that 
in  their  unavoidable  operation,  they  would  lead  to 
and  deduces  far   greater  enormities:    in  the  fpirk  and  detaik 
geou" f «-     of  the  new  conftitution,  he  did  not  expeft  either 
torture*    happinefs,    or    even  'permanent   exiftence.      The 
and  doc.      vicinity  of  France  to  England  made  him  apprehen- 
five  leaft  the  fpeculations  of  that  country  fhould  make 
their  way  into  this,  and  produce  attempts  againft 
a  conftitution  founded  on  obfervation  and  experi- 
ence, and  not  on  vifionary  theories.     The  appro- 
bation manifefted  by  many  Britons,  both  of  the 
{lo&rines  and   proceedings  of  the  French   revo- 
lutionifts,    increafed    his    apprehenfion.       When 
he  found  that  his  friend,  of  whofe  wifdom  and 
genius  he  entertained  fo  very  exalted  an  opinion, 

*  This  was  the  opinion  which  he  had  maintained  of  infidelity 
fend  Speculative  politics  in  general,  in  his  ▼indication  of  natural 
Society,  and  in  his  letter  to  the  Sheriffs  of  BriftoJ,  and  of 
Fsench  infidelity  and  fpeculative  politics  in  particular,  in  his 
fpecch  after  returning  from  France  in  1773;*  and  in  all  his 
fpeeches  and  writings,  whenever  the  occafion  required  his  ad- 
monition. 

*  Lift  of  Burke,  p.  i6u 

was 


true*. 
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was  among  the  admirers  of  the  recent  changes  in  c  h  a  p. 
France ;  he  was  anxious  left  a  ftatefman  to  whofe  v^^O 
authority  fo much  weight  was  due,   fhould  be  mif-   He*  ™. 
underftood  to  hold  up  the  tranfa&ions  in  that  coun-   b^cs  il  as 

.  ...  ,—  ,      .       an  ex-ample 

try  as  a  fit  objea  of  our  imitation.  Our  patriotic  to  England. 
anceftors  had  with  cautious  wifdom  guarded  againft 
the  contagion  of  French  dcfpotifm,  which  had  not 
only  infe&ed  our  fovereigns  Charles  and  James, 
but  alfo  made  fome  impreffion  on  many  of  their 
fubjefts.  The  danger  in  the  laft  ages,  he  obferv- 
ed,  was  from  an  example  of  tyranny  in  government, 
and  intolerance  in  religion.  The  difeafe  was  now 
altered,  but  far  more  likely  to  be  infectious.  Our 
prefent  danger  arofe  from  atheifm  inftead  of  bigotry, 
anarchy  mftead  of  arbitrary  power.  Through  an 
admiration  of  men  profeffing  to  be  the  votaries  of 
liberty,  thofe  who  did  not  thoroughly  examine  the 
real  features  of  the  French  revolution,  might  be  led 
to  imitate  the  exceffes  of  an  irrational,  unprinci- 
pled, profcribing,  confiscating,  plundering,  fero- 
cious* bloody,  and  tyrannical  democracy*.  He 
feverely  reprobated  the  conduft  of  the  army  :  the 
abftraft  propofition  that  foldiers  ought  not  to  for- 
get .they  were  citizens,  he  did  not  combat ;  but 
applied  to  any  particular  cafe,  it  depended  en* 
tirely  on  the  circumftances  ;  in  the  recent  conduQ: 
of  the  French  guards,  it  was  not  an  army  embodied 
under  the  refpe&able  patriot  citizens  of  the  ftate, 
in  refifting  tyranny ;  it  was  the  cafe  of  common 
foldiers  deferring  from  their  officers,  to, join  a  fu- 
rious and  licentious  populace.     The  conduit  of  the 

*  See  Parliamentary  Debates,  fcb.  9,  1-90. 
;  '  '  Britifh 
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chap.  BritHh  foldicry  m  1688,  was  totally  different  fmitl 
k^^^j  the  conduft  of  the  French  foldiery  in  1789.    WH-< 
,7*°-      liam  of  Orange,  a  prince  of  the  blood  royal  of 
England,  was  called  in  by  the  flower  of  the  Englifh 
ariftocracy  to  defend  its  ancient  conftitution,  and 
not  to  level  all  diftin&ions.      To  this  prince,  fo 
warmly  invited,  the  ariftocratic  leaders  who  com- 
manded the  troops,  went  over  with  their  feverat 
corps,  as  to  the  deliverer  of  their  country :  military 
obedience  changed  its  objeft;  but  military  difci- 
pline  was  not  for  a  moment  interrupted  in  its  prin-* 
Hecoiitro-   ciple.      After  enumerating  the   conftituents   and 
wutbe      a^g  of  the  French  revolution,  he  contended  that 

allegation  of    .  * 

fim.urity  in  almoft  every  particular,  and  in  the  whole  fpirit 

French  and  of  the  tranfa&ion,  that  change  differed  from  the 

filiation!,  alteration  effe&ed  by  Britain.     "  We,"  laid  Mr* 

AeBru!*  Burke>   "took  folid   fecurities;   fettled  doubtful 

conftitutiun  queftions ;  and  corre&ed  anomalies  in  our  htw.  In 

at  con  trailed 

with  the      the  liable  fundamental  parts  of  our  conftitution,  we 
^rench  fyf-   mau^  no  revoiuti0n ;  no,  not  any  alteration  at  all  j 
we  did  not  weaken  the  monarchy  ;   perhaps  it 
might  be  fhewn  that  we  ftrengthened  it  very  con- 
fiderably.      The  church  was  not  impaired;   the 
nation  kept  the  fame  ranks,   the  fame  privileges, 
the  fame  franchifes,  the  fame  rules  for  property. 
The  church  and  Hate  were  the  feme  after  the  revo- 
lution that  they  were  before,  but  better  fecured  i& 
every  part." 
Mr.  shcri.        Mr.  Sheridan  declared  that  he  entirely  difagreed 
dan  concur*  fi-om  Mr.  Burke  concerning  the  French  revolution* 
iricwsW      and  expreffed  his  furprize  that  a  fenator  whofe  gene- 
f^oiBtion.    ral  principles  had  been  uniformly  fo  friendly  to 
liberty,  and  to  the  Britifh  conftitution,  could  de» 

dare 
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dare  or  feel  an  indignant  and  unqualified  detefta* 
tion  of  all  the  afts  of  the  patriotic  party  in 
France.  He  conceived  theirs  to  be  as  juft  a  I79* 
revolution  as  ours ;  proceeding  upon  as  found  a 
principle,  and  a  greater  provocation.  Abhorring 
their  excefies,  he  imputed  them  to  the  depravity  of 
the  old  government,  the  fentiments  and  chara&ers 
which  defpotifm  formed.  He  fetmfelf  regarded  the 
French  revolution  as  a  glorious  ftruggle  for  liberty, 
and  wifhed  its  fupporters  the  fulleft  fuccefs.  Con- 
cerning the  BritHh  revolution,  he  no  lefs  differed 
from  Mr.  JBurke.  That  event  was  founded  on  the  - 
feme  principle  with  the  French  change ;  regard  for 
the  rights  of  man.  It  overturned  tyranny,  gave 
real  efficient  freedom  to  this  country,  which  he 
would  wifh  to  fee  diffufed  throughout  the  world** 
Mr.  Pitt  teftified  his  high  approbation  of  the 
principles    laid   down  concerning  our    excellent 

*  Mr,  Sheridan's  admiration  of  the  French  revolution  ap- 
pears to  have  arifen  firft  from  confidering  it  as  a  triumph  of 
liberty  \>ver  defpotifm,  in  which  eftimate  he  had  not  paid  an 
adequate  attention  to  its  peculiar  nature  and  principles  ;  and  fe- 
condly,  from  an  idea  that  in  principle  it  refcmbled  our  revolu- 
tion, though  difGmilarity  had  been  very  clearly  and  ftrongiy 
Hated  by  Mr.  Burke,  and  that  (latement,  though  not  admitted, 
•ad  not  been  overturned  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  or  any  of  his  fup- 
porters*. His  ardent  wifh  for  the  general  diffuGon  of  a  liberty 
producing  the  greateft  bleflings  to  Britain,  overlooked  the  diver- 
ges of  national  characters  in  different  countries.  From  a 
partial  confederation  of  the  cafe,  inftead  of  an  accurate  and 
complete  view  of  every  circuxftancc,  and  its  whole  character, 
appeared  to  arife  the  prepoifeffions  of  many  men  of  genius 
and  patriotifm  in  favour  of  the  French  revolution. 


*  Sec  Parliamentary  Dcb^es,  ?  brtUry    1790. 


conftitution* 
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chap,  conftitution ;  for  thefe  he  declared  thid  country 


to  the  lateft  pofterity  ought  gratefully  to  revere 
*79a      the  name   of  Mr*  Burke.      With  that  caution 
Mr.  pur,     which,  advancing  all  that  was  neceflary,  abftain- 
&ituhgcon!  **  from  declarations  not  required  by  the  occa-' 
MWm  no   **on>  Mr-  ^ltt  confincd  hi*  applaufe  to  that  pait 
pinion  on    0f  Mr.  Burke's  fpeech  which  referred  to  the  c<m- 
fyiicm.       ftitution  of  Britain.     That  was  a  fubjeft  of  dif- 
cuffion  that  could  never  be  foreign  to  a  Bririih 
'  parliament:    concerning   the  French    revolution, 

as  affefting,  or  likely  to  affed  France  itfelf,  he  de- 
livered no  opinion. 

Colonel  Phipps  and  Sir  George  Howard,  as  mill* 
tary  men,  ftrongly  obje&ed  to  the  panegyric  pro- 
nounced by  Mr.  Fox,  on  the  French  guards,  as  a  mo- 
del of  military  conduct,  and  controlled  their  defertion 
of  their  mailer,  and  jun&ion  with  rioters,  with 
the  behaviour  of  the  Britifh  troops*  during  the 
difturbances  of  1780.      Our  foldiers   did  not,  in 
violation  of  their  oaths,  and  of  their  allegiance, 
join  anarchy  and  rebellion,  but  feeling  as  citizens 
and  foldiers,  patiently  fubmitted  to  the  infults  of 
the  populace  ;  in    fpite    of  provocation,    main- 
tained the  laws,  and  a&ed  under  the  conftituted 
authorities  of  the  realm, 
ixffcnters         The  diflenters,  encouraged  by  the  fmalinefs  of 
pafc^r*"    ^e  majority  which  had  reje&ed  Mr.  Beaufoy's  md- 
lcee.ihof     tionofthe  former  year,  perfevered  in  their  appli- 
the  utt  aa.    cation  to  parliament,  and  fpared  no  efforts,,  either 
by  general  appeals  to  the  public,  or  by  canvaffing* 
particular  members  of  the  legiflature;   nor  were 
grounds  wanting  to  excite  their  fanguine  hopes  of 
fuccefs.    The  French  revolution  was  favored  by  a 

confiderable 
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atefidtftbk  number  of  Britons,  who  venerating  the  c  ^  ^  p* 
principles  of  liberty  that  wereenjoyed  by  themfelves,  v^v-^/ 
regarded  with  plpafure  the  fuppofed  diffusion  of      I79<* 
freedom  to  their  neighbours.      This  approbation 
of  the  Gallic  fyftem,  in  many  was  not  without  a  tinge 
of  their  peculiar  do&rines ;  and  they  began  to  think 
that  the  higheft  perfection  of  a  free  government 
Gdftfifted  in  exemption  from  reftraint.     Hence  great  chcum- 
numbers,  totally  unconne&ed  with  the  diffenters,  apparently 
and  before  quite  indifferent  about  their  peculiar  £v£!,raW# 
views  and  interefts,  became  zealous  advocates  for 
the  repeal  of  the  teft  and  corporation  a£h,  as  inimi- 
cal to  the  rights  of  man,  lately  promulgated  in  the 
neighbouring  nation.  On  thefe  vifionary  theories  tha 
claims  of  the  diffenters  were  maintained  in  period- 
ical publications*,  which  were  employed  in  pro- 
moting their  eaufe,  and  in  other  oecafional  works 
produced  fot  their  fervice.   The  leaders  of  the  non* 
eonforniifts  having  declared  their  enmity  to  the  na- 
tional religion,  found  ready  and  willing  auxiliaries* ,  , 
among  thofe  who  had  no  religion  at  all.  The  deifts^ 
encouraged  by  the  afpeft  of  affairs  in  France  to  hope 
for  the  fpeedy  diffufion  of  infidelity,  or  as  the/ 
phrafed  it,  tight,  eagerly  joi&ed  in  &  meafttre  tend* 
fog  to  weaken  the  great  bulwark  of  national  faith* 
Frdm  the  time  of  the  Freneh  revolution,  We  may 
date  a  coalition  between  the  deifts  and  the  Sociniaii 
diffenters,  which,  in  its  political  or  religious  effe&s, 
afterwards  extended  to  many  others,   ftepublicaris, 
aware  of  the  clofe  connexion  between  the  church 
and  monarchy,  mofl  readily  joined  a  clafs  of  men 

*  S*c  Analytical  Review,  paffira, 

Vol.  V.  .H  who 
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who  were  alleged  to  feek  the  downfal  of  ourecdefiaf- 
tical  eftablifhment ;  a  change,  which  they  well  knew, 
would  tend  to  the  overthrow  of  the  monarchy.  Be- 
fides  this  new  acceflion  of  ftrength,  the  circum- 
ftance  of  an  approaching  election  appeared  alfo 
favourable  to  the  attempt  of  the  diffenters,  cm 
account  of  their  great  weight  and  influence  in 
many  counties  and  corporations,  and  their  avowed 
determination  to  exert  them  on  the  enfuing  occa- 
fion,  in  the  fupport  of  fuch  candidates  only  as  were 
known,  or  fhould  promife  to  be  their  fupporters*. 
Farther  to  ftrengthen  their  caufe,  they  propofed  to 
confolidate  with  their  own,  the  interefts  of  the, 
Roman  catholic  diffenters,  and  from  the  various 
conftituents  of  their  force,  they  had  fanguine  ex- 
pectations of  fuccefs. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  friends  of  the  church, 
though  not  fo  early  in  their  preparations,  were 
fully  as  vigorous  when  they  did  commence.  Lefs 
numerous,  but  more  forcible,  literary  efforts  were 
made  in  defence  of  our  ecclefiaftical  eftablifh- 
ment. The  cafe  was  argued  from  the  provable 
tendency*  of  diffent,  from  a&ual  experience  of  the 
general  condud  of  diffenters,  and  from  the  prefent 
ftate  of  political  aflairs.  On  the  firft  head  it  was 
obferved,  that  ill-will  to  the  eftablifhment  t  mult  in 


*  This  mode  of  proceeding  is  ranch  blamed  by  eminent,  but 
moderate  members  of  their  own  body,  whofc  opinion.  I  have 
heard  very  lately  in  pcrfonal  conversation. 


-f  Sec- Review  of  the  cafe  of  proUf.ant  dijfenUn ;   a  celebrated 
pamphlet  imputed  to  Dr.  Horfeley. 

all 
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all  governments  belong  to  the  chara&er   of  the  c  h  a  p# 
diffenter,    if  he  be  an  honeft  man,   however  it  ^-y-O 
may  be  foftened  by  his  natural  good  difpofition,       x79* 
or  reftrained  by  political  fagacity.       A   diffenter 
may  occafionally  fupport  an   eftablifhtnent  which 
he   hates,  if  he  forefee  that  its   ruin  would  raife; 
another  from  which  his  party  would  meet  with  lefs 
indulgence*.      But  a  preference  to  his  own  fed  is 
in  itfelf  a  virtuous  principle  $  every  diffenter  muft.. 
be  inclined  to  ufe  any  influence  or  authority  with 
which  an  imprudent  government  may  entruft  him, 
to  advance  his  fe£t  in  the  popular  efteem,  and  to 
increafe  its  numbers.    He  will  employ  all  means  that 
appear  to  himfelf  fair  and  juftifiable,  to  undermine 
the  church,  if  he  hope  that  its  fall  may  facilitate 
the  eftabliflunent  of  his  own  party,  or  fome  other 
more  congenial  to  his  own.     In  all  this,  the  crime 
is  not  in  the   man,    but  in  the  government  en- 
trufting  him  with  a  power,  which  he  cannot  but 
mifufe.     The  man  himfelf,  all  the  while,  fuppofe3 
he  is  doing  good,  and  his  country  fervice  ;  and  the 
harm  which   he  may  effedt  under  the  notion  of 
doing  good,  will  be  the  greater  in  proportion  to 
his   abilities  and    virtues :    on    thefe   undeniable 
principles  the  policy  of  a  teft  is  founded.     To  sonU 
firm  arguments  from  probable  tendency,   appeals 
were  made*  to  faQs  ;   and  the  hiftory  of  diffenter^ 
was  traced  from  the  firft  germs  of  puritanifm  to  the 
prefent  time.     Under  certain  reflriSions,  they  had 

*  The  diflenters  often  cited  their-  fidelity  to  the  houfe  of 
Hanover,  and  enmity  to  the  Stuart*.  This  remark  wa»  pro- 
bably intended  to  account  for  their  zeal.  ^  <■ 

Ha*  been 
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chap,  been  beneficial  to  the  community,  but  without 
v^v^  thefe  reftri&iong,  they  had  been  hurtful.  This 
,79<>-  pofition  was  illuftrated  by  views  of  their  proceedings 
during  the  laft  century ;  from  the  attainment  of 
partial  advantage,  to  the  overthrow  of  the  church 
and  monarchy,  the  deftruftion  of  rank,  confifcation 
of  property,  cruel  perfecutions,  and  maflacres.  The 
principles  which  had  produced  fuch  enormities  were 
now  cherilhed  and  Supported,  and  wanted  only 
predominant  power  to  give  them  effeft.  Dr. 
Prieftley,  followed  by  a  numerous  tribe  of  votaries, 
had  publilhed  his  enmity  to  the  church ;  while  Dr. 
Price  had  no  lefs  publicly  proclaimed  his  enmity  to 
monarchy.  They  and  their  difciples  had,  from 
the  downfall  of  the  orders  in  France,  become  more 
eager  in  their  expe&ations,  more  confident  in  their 
boafts,  and  more  inceffant  in  their  efforts.  For  thefe 
and  other  reafons  founded  on  the  fame  principles, 
the  mod  eminent  of  the  prelates,  the  body  of  the 
clergy,  and  the  friends  of  the  church,  called  to 
the  people  to  affift  them  in  defending  the  ecclefiafli- 
Diffcntcrs     cal  eftablifhment.     The  diffenters,  to  have  an  ad- 

entruft  their  r    .  ...  ,  .  . 

caufc  to  the  vocate  ot  abilities  proportioned  to  their  conception 
enuaiTnts  of  the  importance  of  the  queftion,  entrufted  the 
of  Mr.  Fox.  difcpffion  of  their  caufe  to  the  brilliant  and  power- 
ful talents  of  Mr.  Fox ;  and  on  the  2d  of  March  the 
orator  brought  the  fubjeft  before  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons. Acquainted  with  the  arguments  employed 
by  Dr.  Horfely*  and  other  champions  of  the  church, 
he  directed  his  reafoning  chiefly  to  impugn  their  al- 
legations, and  purfued  nearly  the  order  of  thofe  whom 
he  wifhed  to  confute.  It  was,  he  contended,  unwar- 
rantable to  infer  a  priori,  and  contrary  to  the  profef- 

fions 
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(ions  and  declarations  of  the  perfons  holding  fuch  chap. 
opinions,  that  their  do&rines  would  produce  aSs  v^^J 
injurious  to  the  common  weal.     Men  ought  not  to      1790- 
be  judged  by  their  opinions,  but  by  their  adtions. 
Speculative  notions  ought  never  to  difqualify  a  man 
for  executing  an  office,  the  performance  of  whofe 
duties  depends  upon  practical  abilities,  difpofitions, 
and  habits.     The  objeft  of  the  teft  laws  at  firft  had  Hi*  view 
been  to  exclude  anti-monarchical   men  from  civil  fabjea, 
offices ;     but  fuch  condufb  proceeded  upon  falfe 
pretences,  it  tended  to  hypocrify,   and  ferved  as  a 
reftnrint  on  the  good  and  confeientious  cnly.     In- 
ftead  of  a  formal  and  dire&oath  of  allegiance,  they 
reforted,  by  means  of  a  religious  teft,  to  an  indirect: 
poiiricalftandard.The  danger  of  the  church  arofeonly 
from  the  fupine  negligence  df  the  clergy,  and  the 
fuperior  activity  and  zeal  of  the  diflenters,  in  dif- 
charging  the  duties  of  their  facred  funftions.  Hiftory 
exhibited  the   diflenters  fupporting   the  principles 
of  the  Britifli  conftitution,  while  the  high  church 
promoted  arbitrary  power.      When  this   country 
had   been  diftra&ed   with  internal    troubles   and 
mfurre&ions,  the  diflenters  had  with  their  lives  and 
properties   ftood  forward  in  its   defence.  •    Their 
exertions  had  powerfully  contributed  to  defeat  the 
rebellions  in  1715  and  1745,  to  maintain  the  con- 
ftitution, and  eftablifli  the  Brunfwick  family  on  the 
throne :  in  thofe  times  every  high  churchman  was 
a  Jacobite,  and  as  inimical  to  the  family  of  Hano- 
ver, as  the  diflenters  were  earned  in  their  fupport. 
An  attempt  had  recently  been  made,  with  too  great 
fuccefs,  to  raife  a  high-church  party  :  the  difcipline 
of  the  church,  arid  the  abftraft  duties  which  fhe 
H  3  prefcribed, 
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chap,  prefcribed,  he  admired  and  revered,  as  (he  avoided  * 
v^^v^O  all  that  was  fuperftitious,  and  retained  all  that  was 
X79°-  effential :  he  therefore  declared  himfelf  her  warm 
friend.  Individual  members  of  the  body  he  efteem- 
ed  for  their  talents,  learning,  and  conduft ;  but 
as  a  political  party,  the  church  never  afted  but  for 
mdanfwer  mifchief.  Objections  had  been  raifed  for  the 
ttoni?ec"  repeal,  from  the  French  revolution ;  but  this  great 
event  was  totally  irrelevant,  as  an  argument  againft 
the  claims  of  the  diffenters :  it  had,  indeed,  a 
contrary  tendency ;  the  French  church  was  now 
paying  the  penalty  of  former  intolerance.  Though 
far  from  approving  of  the  fummary  and  indifcri- 
minate  forfeiture  of  church  property,  in  that 
country,  he  could  not  but  fee  that  its  caufe  was 
ecclefiaftical  oppreffion.  This  fliould  operate  as  a 
warning  to  the  church  of  England ;  perfecution 
may  prevail  for  a  time,  but  ultimately  terminates  in 
the  punifhment  of  its  abettors.  He  was  aware  that 
the  caufe  which  he  had  undertaken,  was  not  at 
prefent  popular;  fome  of  thofe  whom  he  moil 
highly  valued  differed  with  him  upon  this  fubjett. 
So  far  was  he  •individually  from  having  any  con- 
nexion with  the  diffenters,  that  in  them  he  had 
experienced  the  moft  violent  political  adverfaries ; 
but  regarding  their  caufe  as  the  caufe  of  truth  and 
liberty,  he  fhould  give  it  his  warmed  fupport  both 
on  the  prefent  and  every  future  occafion.  He  con- 
•eluded  with  propofing  a  more  fpecific  motion  for 
the  revilion  of  the  teft  ad,'  than  any  which  was 
formerly  made. 
Mr.  put  Mr.  Pitt,  after  arguing  that  eligibility   to  offices 

tTtreirad-  in  any  community,  was  a  queftion  not  of  right  bqt 
■"flatty  *  expediency, 
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expediency,    considered   the  teft    aft    upon    that  chap. 
ground.     Prefuming  the  utility  of  the  ecclefiaftical  s^^^^j 
cftablifhment  to  be  generally  granted,   he  enquired  to  J^- 
whether  the  principles  of  the  diflenters  did  not  afpire  ** » mere 
at  the  fubverfion  of  the  church,  and  whether  their  expediency. 
conduft  did  not  mahifeft  an  intention  of  carrying 
thefe  principles  into  prafticc.      Mr.  Fox  had  pro- 
pofed  to  judge  men,  not  by  their  opinions,  but  by 
their  a&ions.  This  was  certainly  the  ground  for  pro- 
cedure  in  judicial  cafes;  but  in  deliberative,  thepolicy  r 

of  prevention  was  often  not  only  wife  but  neceflary  ;    . 
opinions   produced    aftions,     therefore    provident 
lawgivers    and    ftatefmen    muft  often   inveftigate 
opinions,  in  order  to  infer  probable  conduft.  Lead- 
ing diffenters,  from  their  principles  inimical  to  the 
church,  had  indicated  intentions  immediately  hoftile; 
and  favourite  arguments  in  their  works  were  the  ufe-  and  deems  • 
leflhefs  of  au  eftablifhn>ent,  and  the  probability  that  iVihe  dSfl" 
by  vigour  and  unanimity  it  might  be  overthrown.   femcrs  ini- 
Againft  fuch  avowed  defigns,  it  became  all  thofe  eft-ibiiih- 
who  defired  the  prefervation  of  the  church,*  firmly 
to  guard.      Admifiibility  into  offices  of  great  truft 
would   obvioufly   increafe   the  power   of  the   dif- 
fenters :   the  affertions  of  their  advocates,  that  their 
theological  opinions  had  no  influence  on  their  po- 
litical conduft,  were  mod  effectually  confuted  by 
their   own   declarations.      At    a  general  meeting 
they  had  fubferibed  refolutions  recommending  to 
voters  to  fupport,   at  the  ele&ion,   fuch  members 
only    as  favoured  the  repeal.      Thus  while   they 
themfelves  reprobated  a  religious    left   eftablifhed 
by  the  conftituted  authorities  of  the  kingdom,  they 
wiihed  to  enforced  political  teft  by  their    own 
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fole  authority.  Perceiving  their  general  fmo* 
pies  practically  operating  in  condud  hoflile  to  the 
church,  he  fhould  vote  againft:  a  repeal,  which  in 
the  prefent  circumftances  he  deemed  injurious  to 
our  eilablifhment. 

Mr,  Burke,  from  various  details  and  documents, 
endeavoured  to  prove,  that  the  diffenters  anxioufly 
defired,  and  confidently  expe&ed,  the  abolition  of 
tithes  and  the  liturgy  ;  and  that  they  were  bent  on 
the  fubyerfion  of  the  church  #.  The  arguments  re- 
cently and  now  employed  in  the  writings  ?n4 
fpeeches  of  the  friends  of  the  church,  the  condu& 
of  the  diffenters,  and  the  downfal  of  the  French 
hierarchy,  placed  in  the  moft  ftriking  light  by  Mr, 
Burke,  added  powerfully  to  the  effe&  of  Mr.  Pitt's 
reafoning,  and  made  a  deep  impreffion  on  members 
of  parliament.  In  a  meeting  confiding  of  about  four 
hundred,  there  was  a  majority  of  near  three  to  OM 
againft  the  projected  repeal. 

The  fpirit  of  change  extended  itfelf  to  our  poli- 
tical conftitution ;  two  days  after  the  rejection  of 
Mr.  Fox's  motion,  Mr.  Flood  propofed  a  reform  in 
the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  parliament.  This 
propofition,  like  the  reafoning  for  the  eligibility  of 
diffenters,  was  grounded  upon  abftraft  theories  coa* 
cerning  the  rights  of  men.  In  a  fpeech  replete  wtfft 
metaphylical  fubtlety,  he  endeavoured  to  prove, 
that  in  the  popular  branch  of  our  government,  the 
conftituent  body  was  inadequate  to  the  purpofe  qf 


*  To  eftablifh  thefe  pofitions,  he  quoted  -pa flages  from  the 
refolutions  at  the,  public  meetings  ;  their  catechifm* ;  tht  writ- 
ings of  Do&ors  Price  and  Prieftley,  and  other  fupporters  of  the 
caufe. 

elections. 
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elefikms.    £le£toral-franchifes  ought  to  be  formed  c3LftrTm 
on  principles  both  of  property  and  number.    Eleo  v^-y~**j 
tors  ihould  be  numerous,  becaufe  numbers  are  ne-  ^^j^ 
ceffary  to  the  fpirit  of  liberty  ;  pofleffed  of  property,  thco,7 
becaufe  property  is  conducive  to  the  fpirit  of  order, 
Purfuing  thefe  principles  through  various  theoretical 
niceties,  and  applying  them  to  the  attual  ftate  of 
reprefentation,  he  endeavoured  to  evince  the  necef- 
fity  of  a  reform,  which  fliould  extend  ele&oral  fran* 
chifeto  every  houfeholder.  In  anfwer  to  this  theory,  !*«>■*•• 
Mr. Windham  argued  from  plain  feet  and  experience,  Mr/wiod. 
Mr.  Flood  had  proved  by  an  arithmetical  ftatement,  hlua% 
what  no  one  denied,  that  the  reprefentation  was 
unequal,  ,but  he  had  not  proved  from  political  hif- 
tory  and  reafoning,  that  it  was  inadequate.    Statef- 
men  and  lawgivers  lhauld  argue  from  experience, 
2\pd  not  from  vifionary  theories ;  we  had  no  data  to 
afcertain  the  operation  of   fuch  fanciful  proje&s, 
Ouir  reprefentation  as  it  flood,  anfwered  its  purpofe, 
as  appeared  in  the  welfare  of  the  people,  and  the 
profpcrity  of  the  country.     According  to  the  pre- 
fent  fyftem,  it  was  evident  that  the  influence  of  the 
people  was  very  extenfive  and  powerful.  It  was  their 
voice  that  fanftioning,  permitted  the  moft  important 
ads  of  the  executorial  government ;  the  commence- 
ment and  continuance  of  war ;   the  conclufion  of 
peace,  and  the  appointment  of  minifters  were  moft 
frequently  di&ated  by  the  people.     Their  weight 
was  fully  as  great  as  expediency,   their  own  fe* 
curity,  and  happinefs  admitted.   Befides  were  par- 
liamentary reform  generally  defirable,  the  prefent 
m  of  fpeculation,  change,  and  ferment,  was  totally 
unfit  for  the  purpofe,     Meffrs.  Burke,  Pitt,  and 

others 
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Others  maintaining  the  fame  ground,  and  a  great 
majority  appearing  inimical  to  Mr.  Flood's  plan, 
he  withdrew  hi*  motion.  Thefe  were  the  only  great 
political  queftions  which  engaged  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  that  feafon ;  and  there  they  retted  with- 
out extending  to  the  Peers. 

Subje&s  of  revenue  occupied  the  chief  attention 
of  parliament,  during  the  remainder  of  the  feffion. 
Petitions      Dealers  in  tobacco  prefented  a  great  number  of  peti- 
*n°4^aca>ri  ^ans,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  aft,  which  fub- 
pmying  to    je&ed  that  commodity  to  the  excife.     Mr.  Sheridan 
Uw  lubjea.  took  the  lead  in  this  fubject,  and,  having  in  a  fplendid 
rhe  exdff ,°  fpeech  directed  his  eloquence  againft  the  whole  fyf- 
£  tbat'cf-     tern  of  excife  laws,  by  the  fertility  of  his  genius, 
5^iidknMr'  *n  ^s   iUuftrations,.   he   gave    an   appearance  of 
novelty  to  fo  very  trite  a  fubjeft.    He  came  at  laft 
to  the  peculiar  hardships  of  the  tobacco  bill,  enforced 
the  obje&ions  made  the  preceding  year,  and  pro- 
pofed  a  refolution,-  that  the  furvey  of  the  excife  is 
inapplicable  to  the  manufactory  of  tobacco.    It  was 
contended  by  miriifters,  that  the  arguments  againft 
t  this  application  of  excife,  retted  on  the  teftimony  of 
dealers,  who  had  derived  a  great  profit  from  frau- 
dulent-traffic,  of  which  they  were  now  deprived  by 
•  the  new  mode  of  collection*.     It  could  be  no  juit 
•argument  againft  a  plan  for  the  prevention  of  illicit 
trade,  that  it  was  not  fanctioned  by  the  approbation 
of  contraband  dealers.     Was  it  unfair  or  illiberal  to 
doubt  the  veracity  and  honour  of  a  fmuggler,  when 
he  gives  teftimony  concerning  his  forbidden  articles. 
The  extent  of  former  frauds  was  obvious  in,  the  pro- 
du&ivenefs  of  the  late  preventive  means.     Since  its 
fubje&ion  to  the  excife,  the  revenue  from  tobacco 

had 
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had  increafed  upwards  of  three  hundred  thoufarid 
pounds  a -year*.   For  thefe  reafons,  Mr.  Sheridan's 
motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of,  a  hundred  ^J^ta 
and  ninety- one  to  a  hundred  and  forty -fevcn. 

In  the  month  of  April,  Mr.  Pitt  opened  his  Financial 
fcheme  of  finance  for  the  year*  having  in  general 
ftated  the  profperous  fituation  of  the  country,  to 
prove  and  illuftrate  his  pofition,  he  recapitulated 
the  extraordinary  expences,  defrayed  in  1789,  in 
addition  to  the  regular  eftablifhraent.  Notwith- 
ftanding  thefe  unfbrefeen  demands,  though  we  had 
borrowed  only  one  million,  we  had  paid  fix  millions 
of  debt.  The  increafe  of  revenue,  which  had  thus 
liquidated  fo  many  and  great  charges,  originated  in 
two  permanent  caufes,  the  fuppreffion  of  fmuggling, 
and  the  increafe  of  commerce  f.       Our  naviga- 

1  •  tioji 

*  From  the  ftatement  of  the  tobacconifts,  it  appeared,  th3t 
the  manufacturers  were  about  four  hundred  in  number ;  eight 
millions  of  pounds  were  an  finally  fmuggled.  The  revenue  of 
which  amounted  to  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling  ;  this 
fum  purloining  from  the  public  they  divided  among  themfelvw,  v 
fo  that  each  manufacturer  on  an  average  gained  a  thoufand  a  year, 
by  cheating  the  public. 

f  The  exports  for  the  year  1789,  as  valued  by  the  Cuftom- 
boufe  entries,  amounted  to  no  lefs  a  fum  than  £18,513,000  of 
which  the  Britifli  .manufactured  goods  exported,  amounted  to 
C  1 3,490,000  Upon  an  average  of  the  exports  fix  years  prior  to 
the  American  war,  which  average  he  took  on  account  of  thofe 
years  being  the  period  in  which  our  commerce  flouriflied  mod, 
it  appeared,  that  ttve  Britifh  manufactured  goods  exported, 
amounted  to  no  more  than  £  10,343,000  The  imports  for  that 
year,  amounted  to  a  higher  fum  thau  was  ever  before  known,  be- 
ing valued  at  £  17,828,000  This  increafe  of  import,  which 
might  at  firil  appear  disadvantageous,  as  it  might  feem  to  leifen 
the  balance  of  trade  in  favour  of  the  country,  Mr.  Pitt,  having 

traced 
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tion*  had  increafed  in  proportion  to  our  commerce. 
This  profperity  arofe  from  the  induftry  and  enter- 
Ftof^rity     prize,  and  capital,  which  are  formed  and  proteSed 
under  the  Britifh  conftitution.    A  fyftem  produ&ive 
of  fo  momentous  benefits,  it  was  our  moft  facred  duty 
to  defend  againft  all  innovations.  Mr.  Sheridan  en- 
deavoured, as  in  the  preceding  year,  to  controvert 
the  minifter's  calculations,  and  through  the  fairje 
means,  by  including  in  a  general  average,  the  year 
1 786,  thathadbeenunproduftivefrom  caufes  peculiar 
to  itfelf.   The  fupplies  for.  the  army,  navy,  and  ord- 
Mr.  Dan-     aance,  were  nearly  the  fame  as  in  the  former  year:  no 
<tat  prefems  nc  w taxes  were  impofed;  but  there  was  alottery  asufual. 
©four  Baft        Mr.  Dundas  about  the  fame  time,  prefented  an 
fcfion*.       account  of  the  financial  (late  of  India.     The  refult 
of  his  flatement  was,  that  the  revenue  considerably 
exceeded  the  produft  of  the  former  year  f ;  and  that 

the 

m  '  '  1     .      .  i.     1  ■  ■■>  1  ......  .  11  ■  ■ 

♦raced  to  its  real  fourcc,  (hewed  to  arifc  from  circumftances  de- 
inonftrating  the  wealth  and  profperity  of  the  nation.  It  iflued  in 
remitted  property  from  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  from  the  in- 
creafed products  of  Ireland,  {hewing  the  growing  profperity  of 
'  the' filUr  kingdom,  from  the  Greenland  and  South  Wales  fisheries, 

being  wealth  poured  in  from  the  ocean. 

•  In  the  year  1773*  there  belonged  to  Britifh  ports,  9,224 
▼elfels,  and  63,000  fcamen  ;  and  in  the  year  1785,  1 1,085  vef- 
fels,  and  83,000  feamen,  (hewing  an  tncreafe  of  feaoien  in  4788, 
fbove  the  number  in  1773.  of  no  ltfs  than  one  third. 

f  The  revenues  of  Bengal  amounted  to        -      £5,619.999 

■   «-'        of  Madras  -  .,  1,UU»9 

-n         of  Bombay  *  .    -       138,228 

Charges  of  Bengal      /3>l83>»5°  /6>371>45! 

ofMadras  1,302,037 

*f  Bombay         5680 IO  5>°S3'997 

To 
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the  iricreafe  though,  in  fome  particulars,  owing  to 
temporary  circumftances,  was  chiefly  the  efie&  of 
of  permanent  caufes.  The  fyftem  of  juftice  and  l79°- 
moderation  adopted  from  the  time  that  the  territo- 
rial pofieffions  were  fubje&ed  to  the  controul  of  the 
Britifli  government,  had  produced  the  moft  bene* 
ficial  confequences  both  to  the  natives  and  to  this 
country.  The  landed  revenues  being  much  more 
willingly  paid,  were  much  more  eafily  colle&ed. 
The  friendly  intercourfe  between  the  Hindoos  and 
the  Britifh,  had  fuggefted  various  improvements  in  • 
the  collection.  Foflered  by  a  humane  and  equitable 
adminiftration,  the  internal  commerce  of  our  India 
fettlements  had  greatly  increafed.  Obferving  rigid 
faith  with  the.  Indian  natives,  we  had  to  encounter 
no  formidable  confederacies,  which  fhould  it  once 
diminifh  territorial  improvement,  ,aud  caufe  enor- 
mous expences.  Profperity  arifing  from  a  general 
fchetne  of  policy  at  once  wife  and  liberal,  tjiuft  in- 
crcafe  with  accelerated  rapidity.  Id  a  few  years 
the  Company  would  be  enabled  to  pay  off  their 
arrears* :  Britifh  India  would  be  more  flourishing  in 
wealth,  in  commerce,  manufaftures,  and  in  every 
enjoymeiit,  than  any  other  part  of  the  whole  con- 
tinent of  HindQftan.     In  the  prefent  flate  of  our 


To  this  amount  of  the  net  revenue  was  to  be  added  £130,361 
for  exports  ;  and  the  fum  of  £65,000  charges  for  Btncoolen  and 
the  Prince  of  Wales's  ifland ;  leaving  on  the  whole,  a  net  fum,  of 
/2,i47,8i5  applicable  to  the  difcharge  of  debts,  and  thepurchafe 
of  inveftments. 

*  The  debts  of  the  company  for  the  laft  yc?r  were  £7  >  604,754 
thofe  of  the  prefent  year  ,£6,501,385  giving  a  decreafis  of 
£',103,369. 

5*  power, 
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C  xxiv R  P°wer»  we  certainly  had  no  danger  to  apprehend 
v^-^r-^/  from  any  European  nation.  Holland  was  in  alliance 
,79°*  with  us,  and  the  French  were  not  in  a  fituation  to 
difturb  Britilh  India.  We  had  ftih  one  enemy  in 
the  country,  but  without  European  auxiliaries,  un- 
fupported  by  the  other  native  powers,  Tippoo  Saib 
could  not  be  formidable  to.  the  Britilh  force.  Mr. 
Francis  endeavoured  to  controvert  Mr.  Dundas's 
allegations  refpecting  both  the  territorial  and  com- 
mercial fituation  of  affairs,  and  refted  his  obje&ions 
chiefly  upon  extra&s  from  letters.  Thefe  Mr. 
Dundas  infilled,  being  garbled,  were  partial  and 
incomplete  evidence}  and  refolutions  formed  on  Mr. 
Dundas's  ftatement,  were  propofed  and  adopted. 
The  houfe  voted  feverai  funis  as  a  recompence  for 
fervice,  and  an  indemnification  for  lofles  fuftained 
in  the  caufe  of  the  public.  On  a  meflage  from  his 
majefty,  parliament  beftowedan  annuity  of  a  thou- 
fand  pounds  for  twenty  years,  on  Dr.  Willis,  who, 
under  providence,  had  been  fo  inftrumental  in 
reftoring  to  the  country  fo  valuable  a  bleffing*. 
The  falary  of  the  fpeaker  was  augmented  from  three 
thoufand  to  fix  thoufand  a  year.  In  a  committee 
upon  American  claims,  Mr.  Pitt  reprefented  to  the 
houfe  the  lofles  fuftained  by  the  family  of  Penn ; 
their  cafe  was  different  from  that  of  any  of  the 
other  American  loyalifts,  and  therefore  could  not 
be  governed  by  the  rules  which  the  houfe  had  efta- 
blifhed  refpefting  the  generality  of  cafes.  He  pro- 
pofed to  grant  to  them  andxtheir  heirs  four  thoufand 
per  annum  out  of  the  confolidated  fund.*v  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce  moved  for  the  confideratjon  of  the  flave- 
tradie  ;  moft  of  the  time  allotted  to  that  fubjed  was 
*  Sec  vol.  4.  chap.  41. 

occupied 
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occupied  in  hearing  evidence,  and  no  bill  was  intro-  chap. 
duced  during  this  feffion.  v^-^O 

The  trial  of  Mr.  Haftings  made  but  little  pro-     .£*•* 
grefs  during  the  prefent  feffion.     The  court  fat  but  ag^inft  the 
thirteen  days,  in  which  the  managers  of  the  houfe  on  account 
of  commons '  went  through  the  charge  relative  to  ?rfj^aIhngs'* 
the  receipt  of  prefents,  which  was  opened  by  Mr* 
Anftruther,   and  fummed  up  by   Mr.  Fox,   in   a 
fpeech  which  lafted  two  days.     Mr.  Burke  detailed 
the  circumftances   which  retarded  the  trial:    the 
appointed  mode  of  procedure  had  increafed   the 
difficulties  and  delays ;  the  managers  had  propofed 
in  the  written  evidence,  to  confine  recital  of  letters 
and  papers  to  fuch  extra&s  as  related  to  the  charges; 
but  the  counfel  for  Mr.  Haftings  infifted  on  read- 
ing the  whole  of  fuch  documents,  though  many  of 
them  were  extremely  long;    and  the  Lords  had 
agreed  that  no  partial   quotation  from  any  paper 
could   be  received  as  evidence;    that  either  the 
whole  contents,  or  no  part  fhould  be  adduced  ;  and 
the  refolution  evidently  tending  to  promote  impar- 
tial and  complete  enquiry,  Mr.  Burke  complained 
of  as  an  obftacle  to  the  profecution.     It  was  how- 
ever, he  contended,  the  duty  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons,  and  their   managers,    Jo  perfevere  in  the 
trial,  without  regarding  any  hindrances  which  might 
occur.      He  moved  two  refolutions  to  that  efFedt, 
and  the  motions  were  both  carried.      Mr,  Haftings 
continued  to  have  a  moft  zealous  and  ardent  advo- 
cate in  Major  Scott,  who  very  frequently  employed 
not  only  his  tongue  but  his  pen  in  the  caufe.  Scott  ' 
had  indeed  a  great  propenfity  to  literary  exhibitions  \ 
and  fundry  letters  tQ  editors  of  newfpapers,   and 

feveral 
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feveral  pamphlets,  manifefted  his  zetA  as  a  pleader, 
and  his  fruitfulnefs  as  an  author.  Among  his 
I79*  other  eftufions  was  a  letter  fubfcribed  with  his  own 
name,  in  a  newfpaper  called  the  Diary  ;  this,  effay 
contained  many  injurious  afiertions  againfl  the 
managers,  and  alfo  blamed  the  houfe  of  common* 
for  fuppp/ting  the  impeachment.  On  the  17th  of 
May,  General  Burgoyne  complained  of  the  letter 
as  a  grofs  libel.  Major  Scott  avowed  himfelf  the  au- 
thor ;  but  declared  that  he  meant  no  offence  to  the 
houfe.  If  he  had  been  guilty  of  an  error,  he  had 
been  milled  by  great  examples ;  MefTrs.  Burke  and 
Sheridan  had  published  ftronger  *  libels  than  ever 
he  had  written.  After  offering  this  defence,  Scott 
withdrew  from  the  houfe  ;  feveral  motions  of  cen- 
fure  were  made,  and  various  modifications  were  of- 
fered; Mr.Burke  was  very  urgent  that  an  exemplary 
punifhment  fhould  be  infli&ed;  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Scott,  he  averred,  had  been  extremely  repre- 
henfible :  from  the  commencement  of  the  profecu- 
tion  he  promoted  libels  againft  the  managers,  and 
their  conftitutntsf.  After  a  long  eoniideratfon  it 
was  agreed,  that  the  letter  fhould  be  voted  a  grofs 
libel,  and  that  the  author  fhould  be  cenfured  in  hi* 
place. 

*  If  either  of  thefe  gentlemen  piiblifted  libels,  few  will 
controvert  the  Major's  opinion,  that  they  rtuft  bejlronger  than 
any  which  he  wrote. 

f  Mr.  Burke  faid,  he  was  well  aflured,  that  not  lefs  than 
twenty  thoufand  pounds  had  been  expended  in  libels  fupporting 
Mr.  Hafting9 ;  that  Major  Scott  was  his-agent  in  all  thefe  cafes* 
and  the  common  libeller  of  the  heufe. 

While 
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pea€*,.:an*farm  surofe  that  fo  beneficial  a  tranquil-     XjLlv' 


\  .  !.*•»» 


litf  would  be  fpeedily  interrupted.     On  the  5th  of      '*** 

May  Mr*  Pitt  delivered  a  raeflage  from -his  laajefty  wulTsp*'" 

to  the  commons,  and  the  Duke  of  Leeds  to  the  LHunT* 

pears  ;  iattimting  an  apprehenfion  that  the  jJpMf 

during ,. which  Britain  had  fo  greatly  profperecj, 

might  be  broken.     The  following  wef©  the  drsyitv*         t.^  , 

ftanoes  jn  which  the  raefiage  originated.  ."  EHmng     v  ,,*,»> 

the  lait  voyage  of  the  celebrated  Cook,  ther:Refor 

luiion  a&d  Difcovery  having  touched  at  ^pptka 

£or  Prince; William's)  Sound,  the  crews  purdj^d  a 

ywfi^pble.  number  of  valuable  furs,  -  whkfcjijiiCT 

ai^i^i^s  difpored  of  to  very  great  advantage  u> 

Ghjjgfi  -and  Captain  King,  who  publiihcd  ffie[jW$ 

**p\HBS  :$£   Cook's    voyages*    recommenfled^.t^ 

|ffiffc;W^$9fe  northgra  *oafts,.  as-very  hicta^iv^ 

Jn  <^B§^^i}ce"  of  ;.thi%  *&?&*   fonje,  ypcpcagify 

adi£i|£i{$r*:  ;  fettled    i^the,.  Eafl    ladies*,'^ 

^v^ng^oi^luei  Sir,.  John  Maaj&ei&n^be^g^ 

vejxw$  ^^*4t;  with;  hik  xoiifeAt  they.  i^a«rt£ok 

t^jfyfffk^  the    Chiwfe    witlv  furs  .ir/ga»rij^ 

regpq*,  $pd  ;?Ub  vg^ngt  V*.  ifti^tl^t;  wa* 

litewiig*  plentiful  *  for   this    gurpole  -xhfiy^fiii^ 

ottt.^jg^j^all   yeffels.       The  . tr^de ^p,rc^ecf  (o 

adwitMjppw^  that  in.  tl^e  year* 478 &  tfie  aclven- 

tMW5jfe^iiuned,to  forai  a  permanent^fettle;nenfc 

"With  this  view. ftjr.  Mear^.the  gentleman  jprmcir 

n^djy  apnc^rne^  purchsded  ground  from  tjie'ilativc^ 

•  l^^a  £Jk3^:j  •••.;.  .'•■  ':    '.  "   :* „■  '.  v;j  ^  »   ,~  , 
r.Sl  «^<iWlHHHiNtf4hi  gfloitilr  of  tte  ^qnVcbmp-gStd 
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Cxuv*  tnd  bum  a  ^^  whk*  **  fccurid  **  ******** 
wv^s  as  a  repository  for  his  merchandize.    The  following 

97fR  year  the  fettlement  was  enlarged  j  more  land  was 
bought  from  the  country  proprietors,  and  about 
ferenty  €hmefe,  with  feveral  artificers,  conftituted 
the  eftabHfhment.  In  the  month  of  MAy,  two 
Spanifli  fliips  of  war  arrived  in  the  Sound ;  for 
m*  fotpe  days  they  made  no  hoftile  attempt,  but  on 
Spain.  the  fourteenth,  ode  of  the  captains  feized  an 
Engltth  vcflel,  conveyed  the  officers  and  mtt  otl 
board  the  Spanifli  fliipsj  and  afterwards  fent  theta 
prifoners  to  a  Spanifli  port.  He  alfo  took  poifefBo* 
«f  die  lands  and  buildings  belonging  to  the  new 
faftory,  remored  the  BrMfli  flag,  and  declared  that 
allthe  lands  between  Gape  Horn,  and  the  flilkih 
degree  of  north  latitude,  on  the  weftern  «oaA  of 
America,  were  the  undoubted  property  of  At 
jSpattfzh  kmg.  Another  venal  wat  captUMd  after* 
toratdt*  under  the  fame  *  pretence  $  the  crews  of  both 
were  thrown  into  praon,  and  the  taigoet  were 
fold  for  the  captors,  without!  the  form  eithefr  of  con- 
demnation or  judicature.  Tie  Spanifli  antfMMat 
firft  informed  me  cohort  of  London  that  wk  fltipt 
had  bean  fcfeed;  and  at  the  fcmc  time  exptfcflfed 
hlsmifter's  defire,  that  means  might  be  taken  for 
preventing  his  Britannic  nujefty*s  fotye&t  from 
frequenttag  thofe  coajb,  *hich  he  alleged  to  hm 
been  previoufly  occupied  by  the  fub}e£b  of  die 
£atholic  king.  HealfocomjOainedof  thtlMktka 
earned  on  by  ike  Brki&  fubjkUuxthcfe^ad|om^ 
8n|i0tii»n|ianWiffBHinmiA  s»l 
tfgbts  6f  the  eromrtfaplfi.  His 
pmcdiaflrly  demanded  ^equate  ftHtftftjan  tot  16a 
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ioimdaab  injured,  and  W  the  BritHh  ntttai  ft*  *  *  u 
the  i^whifch  had  been  offered  sThatMWwy  of  J£J-^, 
Ife&ohad  nsftpred  ooe  of  the  vefieb#,  b«t  fad  gjgj^ 
not  thereby  fatiafied  the  nation ;  on  the  eoatiary*  ^minded. 
the  c**rt  of  Spain  profeffedto  give  up  &*  ftipt  v«-  * 
as  a  favour,  not  a*  a  right,  and  aflexted  a  direft 
claim  to  exclufive  fbvercignty,  njivigatiofy   and 
<*np»*«*  in  the  territories,  coafta,  andfe$  in  t|ia| 
part  of  the  world*    His  raajefty*  far  ffomadttfttfag 
thir  allegation,  made  a  frefh  demand  for  famfaftfon, 
and  tarfftg  alb  received  intelligence  that  confides 
ahle  amjttnent*  were  equipping  in  the  port!  of  %*&, 
he  judgad  it  neaeffary  to  prepare  on  hk  fide  ft* 
afifagttilh  vigor  and  effect,  in  fupporting  die  right! 
aaid'iaMrefts  of  Britain.    The  meflagft  from  the  tw.«*v. 
kilg  ftated  the  injury  and  infuk,  the  feritfafifaa  ^HSLsi. 
funded,  jjie  jsepty,  tha  fecond  demand,  the  fnbfe* 
q*«r*?oildua«fSp^ 

t*fop  from  that  coadwSt :  itiatther  roaoounended 
ta  hk^hlul  commons,  to^^bk  Mm  to  tid&t 
inch  aonflmtations4o  frfo-  .fotffftj  as  tM%frf' 4n*  ctbh* 
tualhrjaacaflSMrve  *  Hit  ^mWtf'  omii^ftly  irifWifi  fhnt 
tWvifdop  and  equity  of  the  Cafhrifa  Irafr  might 
render .  thfl  fitiifafltioTi  *bich<  vat  JBMRe&ofethltf 

veal  ftifltre  itifuMffttaifaitf-  riHHifiM  iiari  vmnfiriff 
fenfaoft}  and  ifkudfclp  bettwen  tha  tw»  tttiaDft, 

•The  ftip  m*  «*#  {they  *H)  fai  **<*  n*trf«f  fcy  fc 
ia«roy  «f  ffexfco,  #•  the  ftppeikfeli,  w  fee  AJdJwJ.  flrtt  a* 
<Utf£^4#u»«mr,dt4lrt  ri|kt<i#^*a»c**i  fafttfjadiMif 

«**:  ,      ,.-.  .  :  ;.H'      ;  '•*■ 
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cn  k  P.  which  W*  majcfty  -would  ever  endeavour  to  main- 
tain aftd  improve  by  all  means*  confident  with  the 
dignity  of  the  crown,  and  effectual-  interefts  of  his 
fubje6U*. 

Th*  meflfege  being  taken  into  copfideratkm,  Mr; 
Pitt  declared,  whatever  the  Houfe  mail  feel  on  the 
fubjeftof  his  majefy ^communication,  he  was- too 
well  affured  of  the  public  fpirit  of  eveiy  member,  to 
Conceive  that  any  difference  of  opinion  could  arifq 
as  to  the  meafures  which  fuch  circumftances  wOuld 
make  it  neceffary  to  adopt.  From  the  fads  flatted 
in  the  mefiage,  it  appeared  that  Britiih  fubjc&s  had 
been  forcibly  interrupted  in  a  traffic  which  they 
had  carried  on  for  years  without  moleftatiqp,  in 
parts  of  America  where  they  had  an  incontro- 
vertible right  of  trading,  and  in  places  to  which  no 
country  could  claim  an.  cxclufire  right  of  com- 
merce and  navigation.  Ships  had  been  feized, 
ieftiturion  and  hmhiBtkm  demanded,  but  without 
efeft:thecpurt  of  Madrid  had  advanced  a  clfcipi 
to  the  exclufive  rights  of  navigation  in  thpfc  feas, 
that  was  unfpundedy  exorbitant,  and  indefinite :  in 
iu  caixfeqttcnces  aiftimg  dcftru&ion  at  our  Yarlua- 
\k  ft&eriei  in  the  foutbisn  ocean,  and;  tending 
to  jfet  .^nnhihmnl  of  a.  commerce,  which  .we 
tiwfc:juft  bsginti»g-to  carry  on  .to  the  .pfofr^of 
thft  .wwtty*  in  thi;hertp  unfr^ufnted  pafts.^af 
the  globe ;  it  was  therefore"  neceffary  and  incum- 
bent %tjpon  the  nation,  to  adopt  meafures  which 
might,  in  future  prevent  any  jfoch  difputes.  Much 
W.W^wfted  Cor  ptacfa  .we.muit   te  p#f*r$i 

»'"-^  *    ■  >  *  ;  -V  ••  -*>  •»■*-    '-»oi».: 

*  Sec  State  Papers,  May  25,  1790.  .  ** 

<t!k      .   '  "        !  for 
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for  war,  if  Spain  continued !  to.  rgfufe  fc&fa&oi*,f©t  SttA* 
the  aggreffiodj.amTto  afl&t  claims  totally  incoti-  S^K^J 
fiftent  with  the  rights  of  independent  navigators*    ' 
to  fends  which (being before unappropriated,  they 
fliould  make  their  own  by  oceupandy  andlaboui* 
He  therefore  moved  an  addrefs  ronfonnable  to  thq 
meffage.  m 

On  a  fubjefl:  which  involved  J>otfi  the  intereft 
and  honour  £>f  the  country,  th^re -was  biit.  om 
fcntiment  in  both  houfes  of  parliament.    JSo  firitiftr 
fenator  could  bear  without'  indicant  refen^mentj 
fiich  an  imperious  aflumption  by  any  foreign  pow* 
er  ;  and  in  the  commons,  the  firft  to  declare  hi9 
cordial  fupport  was  Mr.  Fox ;  he  however  blamed 
the  minifter  for  having  fo  very  lately  afforded  fuck 
a  flattering  profpeft  of  the  continuance  of  peace, 
when  before  that  time  he  had  known  from  th£  Span- 
ifli  ambaffador,  the  principal  grounds  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  meflage.    It  was  replied,  that  this  animad- 
veriton  was  founded  on  a  mifapprebenfion  of  fad  : 
at  the  period  mentioned,  government  did  not  know 
the  extent  of  theSpanifc  claims,  nor  the  preparations 
fliat  were  carried  on  in  the  Spanifh  ports*  An  unaai*  ParHanmit 
fnous  addrefs  was  prefented  by  parliament,  affuring  if&Zg*' 
his  majeftjr  pf  their  determination  to  afford  him  jj™^€ 
the  moft  fcealaos  and  effe&ual  fupport  for  main-*  *«*>; 
taming  the  dignity  of  his  crown,  and  the  efl&tsal  the  S&5b 
interefts  of  his  dominions*.    This  addrefs  was  foon     ltam* 
followed  by  a1  vote  of  credit  of  a  million,  for  the 
purpofe  of  carrying  iitto  effeft  the  warlike  prepara- 
tions \  that  might  b£   rfeceflary.      Motions  were 

f  5^-Stat^PsjJqra,  May  a6^  ^790.     • 

1 3  afterwards 
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c  u  a  p-  afterwards  made  In  both  houfcs,for  papers  tfcaf  aright 
J^j  ffluftratt  the  grounds  of  die  difpuce,  but  they  were 
m°r  tififted  upon  an  eftafe&ihed  rule,  founded  in  wife 
policy,  andfipiftioaed  by  uniform  precedent,  that 
no  papers  relating  to  a  negodarion  with  a  foreign 
power  fhould  be  produced  while  fuch  negociation 
is  pending. 

On  the  10th  of  June,  his  majefty  clofe4 
the  feflion  with  a  fpeech,  in  which  he  acquainted 
the  two  fcqufes  that  hp  had  yet  received  no  firtif. 
feftory  anfaer  from  Madrid,  and  was  therefore 
under  the  neceffity  of  continuing  to  proceed  with 
expedition  and  vigour  in  preparations  for  war,  in 
ffee  profecutipn  of  whiqh  he  had  received  the  ftrongeft 
afturances  from  his  allies,  of  their  determination 
pa  fulfil  the  engagements  of  fh$  drifting  treaties. 
Hi*  mqe$y  jwnpunced  his  intention  of  immediately 
difibbrifcg  the  pcefent  parliament ;  and  in  figaifying 
this  dotennJaatjen,  he  thanked  them  for  the  proofs 
th^had^vtn  of  afie&on^te  and  potato  loyalty 
to  hit  perfon,  their  umforjn  and  aealow  regard 
far  dp  true  principles  of  our  invaluable  coaftku^nti, 
god  their  unremitting  attention  to  the  happine&and 
prosperity  pf  the  epifntry.  In  ^  very  condfe,  but 
*  pwnpfehenfivc  and  ftrpng  furamary,  his  majefty 
inhibited  the  effida  of  their  orations.  «  T*e 
npvi  increafe  (he  laid)  of  our  manqfa&utes,  com* 
jnerco*  and  navigation,  the  additional  prote&amt 
and  feeijrity  a&vded  to  the  diftant  pofe^oM  of 
the  empire*  the  piorifiofta  for  the  jgpod  garetoman* 
pf.  tafia,  the  improvement  of  (he  public  rtvaaa** 
and  the  eftabliihmeitf  of  a  permanent  fyflem  for 
jjie  gradual  rcdu«on  of  the  national  defr,  have 
•     w  furaifhal 
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fitftttthe*  the  beft  proofs  of  your  refohitioa  in  en-  c  H  a  it 
countering  the  difficulties  with  which  you  had  to  vjijt* 
contend,  and  of  your  fteadinefs  and  perfeverance     •** 
ill  thofe  meafures  which  were  beft  adapted  to  pro* 
raote  the  effential  and  lading  interefts  of  my  do* 
minions*"    His  majefty  farther  emphatically  added, 
44  The  loyalty  and  public  fpirit,  die  induftry  and 
eaterprize  of  my  fubje&s,    have   fecondfd  your 
latertiojjs.    On  their  fenfe  of  the  advantages  which 
they  at  prefent  experience,  as  well  as  on  their  uni- 
form and  affectionate  attachment  to  my  perfon  and 
government,  I  rely  for  the  continuance  of  that  har- 
mony and  confidence,  the  happy  effefts  of  which  have 
fo  raanifeftly  appeared  during  the  prefent  parlia- 
ment, and  which  muft  at  all  times  afford  the  fureft 
means  of  meeting  the  exigencies  of  war,  or  of  culti- 
vating with  increafing  benefit  the  bleffings  of  peace*" 
The  parliament  was  diffolved  the  following  day  by  DUutuit 
proclamation,  mS^*" 

The  preparations  for  maintaining  our  rights  againft  wwii* 
aggreffioft  were  carried  on  with  vigor  and  expedition,  tions. 
proportioned  to  the  refources  of  fo  potent  a  nation* 
But  it  being  the  intention  of  the  Britith  government 
to  avoid  hoftilities,  unlefs  abfolutely  neceflary  for 
the  national  honour  and  fecurity,    Mr.  Fitzherbert 
was  fent  to  Madrid  with  full  powers  to  fettle  the 
dtfputes  between  the  Spamfh  and  Britifh  nations, 
in  a  decifive  manner.    The  grounds  of  the  Spaniflt  tf pionwtif 
.claims  were  fet  forth  in  a  declaration  to  all  the  £J5Jjr 
European  courts,  dated  the  4th  of  June,  1790%  and  *'?'">•«* 
quire  fpetffically  detailed  in  a  memorial  delivered  Spiw* 

•State  Papers,   179Q. 
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C*u£P'  Atijthof  Joftdto  Mr-  Fktsherbcrt, Ac 

W^v-V  baiikdor*.  According  to  thefe  ftat*raentvSpaf*tod 

*  ^5°*    - a  prescriptive  right  to  the  exclufive  navigatioo^tta*- 

•  merce,  and  property  of  Spanifli  America  -aiufe  die 
fipaniih  Weft  ladies,  The  various  treattcs^>«Wi 
England  had  recognized  that  right  i  in  the  treaty  of 

:  Utrecht,  which  was  ftill  in  force,  Spain  and  England 

-  had  agreed,  that  the  navigation  and  commerce  ofcjfee 

.     x  Weft  Indies,  under  the  dominion  of  Spain, .  ftttJd 

nomaw  jn  the  precife  fixation  in  which  they  ftafad 

.in  the  reign  of  his  catholic  raajefty  Charles  II*  It 
was  ftipulated  that  Spain  (hould  never  grast  to  any 
nation  pemuifion  to  trade  with  her  America^  <&- 
xninion^,  nor  cede  to  any  other  power  any  part  of 
thefe  territories  f.  Thefe  rights  extended  to  NootfcL 
gound ;  and  though  Spain  had  not  planted  colonics 
in  every  part  of  thefe  dominions,  ftill  they  were  with- 
.  in  the  line  of  dem&rkation  thathadbeenalwaysadmjt- 

ted,  On  the  part  of  England  it  was  ^nfwered  J,  that 
though  fhe.  treaty  of  Utreeht,  and '  fubfequent  con- 
ventions, recognized  the  rights  of  Sp^in  to  hpr  dp- 
nunjons  in  America,  and  ii>  the  Weft  Indies,  to 
be  on  the  fame  footing  as  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 
and  we  were  ftill  willing  to  %dhere  to  th^t  recogni- . 
jtion,  the  admiffion  by  no  means  proved  that  Nootkfi 
Sound  made  part  of  thofe  territories.  By  the 
plaincft  maxims  of  ji}rifprude$c£,  whatever  jscom- 

*  State  Papcrjf  IJQO, 

f  The  ohje&  of  this  ftipulatiqn  >yas,  {o  exclude  France,  which 
was  become  to  clofely  connected  with  Spain/  from  any  (hare  in 
her  American  trade  or  pofieffiorw; 

%  State  Papers,  1799 ;  Mr.  Fitzhtrbert*$|sfwer  to  $c  Spajiift 

mon 
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*0**iiifi*mitj6^^  «b^<>^ 

ahmifr*Miynia^  **** 

<to^p^pltete  «4atBVBt^A^  caasadpurewithotrt 
Ti^ffimj  OK  tJiain-CTious^propmrions  of  others. 
;T^Eogiifti  had  atrigift  topoffcft  afe  rmidhof  A«     .- 

-tiwrtfc/1  i"il«8fGUM»d»norkffmig  eftabfiffred  tfc^eir 
♦ddttrfby  iither  occupancy  or  labour,  proved  no 
rigtii  to  tfte:  woclufive  property  of  Nootfca  Sound 
.Tlie-ieteui*,  therefore,  of  tfie  Britifli  veflshtod 
BdttffeidBfe&s,  wis  an  injttry  aitd  an  infult  for  which 
ftritafii  ddhandcd  reftitutioh  and  fad  sfa&ion,    Tb* 
language  of  Britifli  juftice,  demanding  what  Britifli 
power  cfmld'fo  eafily  enforce  froih  any  aggreffor 
that  dared*  to*  provoke  its  vengeance,   wa9  fepre- 
fented  by  &pain  as  haughty  and  menacing ;  and  va- 
rious  difficulties    occurred   before    matters  were 
brought  to  a  decifion.     The  Spaniards  profeffed  a  Spain  *t- 
dtfire  of  conciliation,  but  were  really  endeavouringto  imeteft 
inteteft  the  Reach  government  in  their  behalf ;  and 
*the  royal  family  ofFrance  was  fufficiertfly  difpofed 
to  fupport  the  Bourbon  compaft ;  but  the  king  had 
now  loft  the  power  of  giving  effeft  to  this  agree- 
ment.   The  national  afTembly  decreed  an  armament 
of  fourteen  fliips  of  {he  line,  but  avowedly  to  pro- 
ted  their  own  commerce  and  cpjonies,  and  to  em- 
brace no  meafures  that  were  not  purely  defensive  j 
and  this  resolution  highly  gratified  the  people,  who  The  Frew* 
were  not  then  difpofed  to  gb  to  war  with  England.  "dJerfeto 
Though  the  vpreparatioiis  of  Spain  were  vigorous  as  EnguHd! 
far  as  her  poorer  and  rcfpurces  admitted,  yet  her 
,-;:  fleets 


tit*. 
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*"*    l?fcchMa»«tecoiiU«I^  m  lit 

to  cope  with  the  ncvy  tf£*gtMd,  tmow 

one  buibed  and  fifty«eifhe  tape  «f  tfa 

sj»jn,       ciatuted  by  British  -femwL    K>ding  no  pnc 

SXySli   «tc&usl  affiftaaee  from  Ranee,  and  conic 

dc^nd,  of  ***  •*■»  inability  to  emtmd  with  £*giand, 

**""'      began  to  mingle  p&ofcts  of  coaceffiott  «with  i 

Thedir.     ner  d cclaratfons  of  pacific  intention*    Mnl 

SdjuftcTm   ben  having  perfifted  in  hit  drmnds,    i 

^nrtc*    *ekringthcdaii»,theSpaaifcco^ 

July,  ifocd*  declaration  teffify^ 

to  comply  fully  with  the  demand*  of  hi*  . 

Axe  fisjjefty,  by  rendering  fatisfeftion  and 

pen&tion.    In  order  to  mitigate  to  the  pec 

Spfw*  thebittemeft  of  a  yifk  conceffion*  extor 

fear,  the  declaration*  fet  forth  that  hi*  Qathol 

jefty  was  fully  perfuaded  the  king  of  Britain 

ad  CO  him  in  the  lame  manner,  under  fimifc 

ctunftances.    Mr.  Fitzherbert  having  accept 

declaration,  all  differences  between  the  Cox 

Madrid  and  London  were  terminated  with  j 

formality  and  precision,  by  a  convention  t  be 

his  Britannic  majefty  and  the  king  of  Spain,  % 

the£fcurial,on  the  d8thof  Oftober,  1790.  the 

ment  at  Nootka  Sound  was  reftored,  a  full  1 

of  trade  to  all  the  north-weft  coafh  of  Am 

and  navigation  and  fifhery  in  the  fouthern  pacific 

Confirmed  to  England.    Both,  nations  were  ec 

refbi£ted  fit>m  attempting  any  fettlement  near 

Cape  Horn  than  the  moft  foutherly 

9  State  Ptpert  July  24,  1790. 
f  Stmt*  Papers,  Oltqfcr  s8,  1790: 
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dready*ffi*Klied  by  Spain.      It  was  agreed,  that  chap. 
ftould  «y  ground  of  fanplafatt  thereafter  arife,  no  vj^w 
violence  ftotild  *e  committed^  but  the  cafe  ftould      "n* 
be  reported  to  the  refpe£Hve  courts,  who  would 
bring  it  to.  an  amicable  termination. 
*  Th^decbrationof  the*4thof July  havingbeenrecetv- 
ed  in  England,  and  the  refttlt  communicated  by  the 
Duke  rfLeeds,fccretary-of  ftate>  to  the  lord  mayor, 
and  ^uMtihed  in  the  0asette  extraordinary,  afforded 
great  pteafa/e  *fo  *  the '  nation  y  but  the  convention, 
completed  the  iatisfefihon  of  the  people,  who  deemed 
it  equally  honourable  and  advantageous  to  Britain  j 
as  the  minifter  without  involving  the  country  in  a 
war,  had  obtained  every  compenfation  Which  juftice 
could  demand j  and  had  (hewn  to  other  powers,  that 
Barron  subjects  wzftp  hot  to  be  molested 

WITH  UfFVMlTO 
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CHAP.    XLV. 

t 

Continental  affairs.— Meafures  of  Britain  ani  her  allies  fir 
Counteracting  tic  ambition  of  J ofeph  and  Catherine. — Poland 
'  friendly  to  the  defenfve  alttanee — Death  of  Jofeflh  IL 
r  emperor  of  Germany  ;  and  chat  offer. — Leopold  hStfuueffir 
:   moderate   and  pacific  -~He  agrees  to  open  a  Congrefs  at 
Reicbenbach.— Military  operation/  between  the 'Aufr  ions 
and  Turks ;  bloody  but  indeeiftve. -^-Habitual frepoffijfiom 
of  Kaunitz  and  Hertfbergf—  Liberal  and  wife  policy  of 
Britain^  end  ability  of  £  wart. — Peace  between  Aufiria 
and  Turkey,  under  the  guarantee  of  the  defenfive  alliance* — 
Operations  between  Ruffia  and  Turkey. — Siege  of  IfmaiL 
— Defperately    valiant    defence.- — Stormed.— Cruet  and 
dreadful  Jlaughter.  —  Campaign    between     Sweden    and 
Pruffta. — Peace  between   Ruffia  and  Sweden.* — State  of 
affairs  in  the  Netherlands. — Rife  of  a  democratical  fpirit. 
— ///  votaries  propofe  tofubvert  the  confuted  authorities. — 
Conte/ts  between  the  arifiocratical  and  democratical  revo- 
luiionijls.— Leopold propofes   to  avail  himfelf  of  their  dif 
fenfions. — He  offers  .  to  redrefs  their  real  grievances,  tut 
vindicates  his  right  to  the  fotereigntf.— Britain  and  her 
allies  mediate  between  the  Flemings  and  Leopold*— Under 
their  guarantee  the  Netherlands  are  reftored  to  their  ancient 
privileges. — They  obtain  further  concejftons  from  Leopold* 
—They  fed  their  fecurity  m  their  ancient  mined  govern- 
ment.—Proceedings  of  the  French  revolutionifii  informing 
the  new  confiitution.^-^  Qualification   of  a&ive  citizens.-** 
preclude  univerfal  fuffrage. — Divifion  into  departments.—' 
New  and  comprihemfive  principle  of  financial  legi/lation.— 
Confifcation    of  clerical  property. — Civic  oath.*— Scheme 
for  converting  ike  fails  of  the  clergy  into  ready  menej.~- 
Boundtefs  power  of  the  mof* — The  multitude,  civil  and 

mifitar} 
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.  (mi  jit mtd  iqiqujty. — ^narchf^fis  Cioctek  ambfuTtokrfrvta 
the  whole,  human  racf^—Jfaljtition  of'tit}**  andhtreaj*  -<•  \ 
tary  qobility.—Suiynkizy  of  changes,  within  the  yean—At* 
nnerjary  celebration  of  the  14th  of  July  in  the  Field  of 
Mars*-^-Federal  oath. — Violent  proceedings  againft  thofi 
who  refufed  it  ^-Britain.— The  French  revolution  is  better 
under/hod. — fflr.  Pitt  and  his  friends  forbear  difcujfton  of 
its  merits. -^Majority  of  literary  men  favour  the  newfyjlem 
though  they  ceftfure  its  exeejfes. — Sentiments  of  Mr.  Fox.—^ 
Tb*  clergy  are.aiarmsd  by  the  infidelity  and  tonfifeatiom  of 
thtre*icltt1*Maty.ftfem.~Rurh1s~  work  on  the  fvb)efl+~* 
effefis.—Gemrai  ekctm*    .  \    • 

'WJfilLX Britagi was thu* Jiicc^f^ulJyv^plqyediu  c  hap. 
_  fecuring  the.bkffinga  of  peace  .taherfelf,,  foe  s^^j 
was  definnis  of  alio  extending  them  tq  other*  Tbq      m* 
grand  fcheme  of  confederacy  which  was  formed  bj!  •«*■!"" 
Kaunitz  for  uniting  the;  great  continental  powers, 
had  been  difcomfited  by  the  co-operating  talents  of 
Wiliftin  Pitt  the  Englifli  miniftej>  and  Frederic 
the JP^jan  king*    The  alliance  having  fince  been 
renewed  be W?9  the  two  empires*  and  endangering 
the  bslanpe  of  po^t  h|id  m  Rka^edjh^  ftp  of  MetfUTti  <* 
BtV;*9AFr*4er#*  WWfcJkifc  to  form  a  nev  pl^  J£{j££ 
ff  ttoftufi^t  Jjtlir>i~T>Tvj  to  couiuerad:  the  ambi*  co«nter*a- 
tirmi^aftJPT^  Ruffia  and  Auftria  *•  Their  projcQj  wuoivof 
wa*&  atfcmdtrfh*  to.  embrace  all  thpfe  flatcs  which  &1^' 
worefifcdytt)  be  affe&ed  by  the  imperial  aggxeffor^ 
Poland,  Sweden^  and  Turkey,:  'were  equally  inter 
refill  ig  forming^  part  of  this  confederacy .    Mr. 
Ewart,  Britifli  ambaffador  at  Berlin,  a  man  of  great 

*  Segur'*  Hi4p^?i^«WjBi^.i©lr^  f.jji  ., 
^al</L  abilities, 
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•enlist*  m  eattBfif«  poutieai  kuowuuge,  Dating 
attained  tery  eenfiderabte  intuence  whhthfeProk 
*7**  fian  court,  employed  it  in  promoting  the  porpofeg  of 
the  defenfive  alliance.  This  minifter,  viewing  thfefito- 
ation  and  produdhrenefe  of  Pbhmd,  faw  that  it  might 
be  rendered  the  fource  of  inunenfe  political  benefit 
to  the  confederacy,  and  might  ultimately  produce 
important  commercial  advantages  to  Great  Britain. 
Poland  might  be  rendered  a  formidable  barrier  to 
the  defigns  of  Ruffia ;  and  the  acquifitjeiis  which 
Prufia  might  dbtaih  by  *(tin*hiT  d**hw— frtrwwf -•  ^ 
Poland,  would  not  contribute  Jo  e&ntolty  t^her 
fecmity  as  the  independence  of  the  PoKfh  mo- 
narehy ;  k  was,  therefore,  the  intereft  of  Prafie  to 
fuppert  and  ftrtngthen  that  neighbour  *V  The 
Poles  Aemfehres  were  madefcnfible  thatk  woifld 
be  mutually  benefidal  to  PnrfBa  and  their  eomttry 
to  be  dofdy  conne$ed»  Having  long  nocri&ed 
the  moft  indignant  refentment  agamft  the  Ruffians, 
their  rage  was  recently  inflamed  by  the  infofcfcce  of 
die  imperial  confederates,  who,  withoot  $Adftg  tlteSf . 
cottfitot,  bad  fbtienedlaige  bodies  of  t^^ 
tttrftorics,  and  even  urged  tfeemio  enter  jfahraarffc 
anet  agaftrft  Terkey,  a  power  whkfc  faadteAi  aflwojrs 
tfendly  to  Poland ;  rndaoedby  thefecailfiiil'iiisiii, 
r*un*  they  feaxBy  acceded  »  fe  defenfw  tfcfcaki  art 
^dXT  mM  vigorotrt  pitftfttftat.'  IMs  unnftJmMf, 
<m4a-«  ^{^  joitedtotfte  bdigcmtt  oftteftrtafttfrews 
empires,  confGtuted  n  ftxfaple  j  snancfe,- 
bending  Great  BAain,  Pfrlffia,  /HkAhttd, 


Poland, 


resot  or  C40RGI  ai.  M7 

fWaad,andTiWkey<  Ite  C**R 

to  faVc.theOctomaixefripire  frm*>the  grafp  of  the  fa*  v^v-L> 
f*dW  confederates ;  aftd  to  aflord  to  the  cont wui Jng      l7*°* 
partfet  j*ciprocal  protoflfcnfmmthebouodWeaftibi- 
tieaof  the  combined  aggreftm.  Not  only  to  liberate 
Poiaad  from  k*  fiitye&km  toCatharine,butto  draw  to 
theEnglifh  ports  the  numerous  prodoflinns,iiaTaland 
oommwcfalj .  of  that  extcnfhre  and  fertile  country^ 
formed  afoeondary,  but  eflemial,  objeft  of  Bnti& 
policy.    A*,  negotiation  «as  the  firftpurpqfexrfthe 
powers which  were  not  aftnally  engaged,  they  made 
overture*  ibr  a  c©ngrei$,wlric^  though  rejected  by     . 
Raffia,  they,  from  arecentchangein  the  fovemgaty 
of  Auftifa,  *xpe$ed  to  meet  with  a  mcrefavottrabie 
wc^doa  from  that  power. 

JofephB.  emperor  of  Germany,  whofe  We  had  j^°/t. 
becftetati/ditegtiMbcd  forealeftt  and  variety  olpro.  ^^ 
jeatennMiigindiA^  *nyr 

under  %oill^dMfcemper  j  if  rot eaiftd  in  its  origin, 
iaortafbd  !i|  its  operation,  and  accelerated  in  its  *r 

e&fe,  by  the  diflrdfc  tf.ajoU  impatient  of 
erawi  —ww|Hicw»  Iran  its  rant  iftjuftns*  puM^l** 
atwy,  ta&fo&f*.  Tko  gfawa  of  fiiouft  from  Tuffeqt 
wm,  ten  iMgottto  in  th«  gtocpky.pctfp&*kMll 
•pned  Jua  the  NathaiMdfc  The  wbowiM^ 
^UtflfiMfaaLhad.  yaoiaai  ftb*e«&<*i}  the  at* 

left  him  nafihirftt 
jm  KauteM  aLb«  hie  mnorauoat 
gttMM#42fbohteflt^  aKwsMttdbHMM^f^^fl1^ 

t  nffeMuHLQEft 

weakswd 
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CxlvP:  wct^^M&caPPrt^<tf  **»*  P«od  when  earthly 
v-^v-w/  power  and  glory  could  no  longer  avail*  In  h^ 
'79a  laft  illnefs,  he  fought  coafchrion  in  thtt  region 
which  for  fo  grtat  apart  of  his  fifehehaddifregaidecU 
and  learned  on  his  death-bed,  how  abfurd  and  per- 
nicious the  attempt  was  tofupprefein  hisTttb}e£b 
that  principle  which  only  could  reftrain  tilri»l«i}: 
paffioo,  and  heal  a  wounded  breafL  In  tke  languor 
of  ittnefs,  and  the.  awful  hour  of  diflblutipn,  be  few 
that  his  policy  had  been  as  unwife  as  uujuft.;  and 
that  difgrace  and  difaftcr  awaits  the  princfe- who  afc 
tempts  to  enflave  a  ftefe  and  gallant  people.  Bang 
now  weaned  from  the  ambition  which  had  fo  much 
agitated  his  Hfe,  he  acquired  danquUlity,/«Jdprc- 
ferved  it  to  the  laft.  On  the  aoth  of  Febmfty  bg 
expired,  in  the  forty-ninth  year  of  hfe  agSi.the 
twenty-fifth  of  his  imperial  itign  as  the  Avffft&vr  .o£ 
his  Either,  and  the  nktht>f«hJB  fc  yereigjtty  over  tbe 
Auftrian  dominions  as  tfoa  heir  of  hi$jty>ik#R.  a 
•jMcha-  Jofeph  II.  was  by  nature  ardent  in  4>ir^tAnee. 
in  difpofition,  and  fond  of  dfimdion.  'His  fitutftijft 
cherifhed  in  fuch  a  mind,  die  loire  erf  power  s&kh 
lie-  had  To  much  the  means  ofgrarifyjhfe&:  With 
lively  feeling,  but  without  ftrerigtfc  JofunHeiAtfcdkf 
ifid  originality  of  genius,  in  :his  obj^r :^ftl  iradew 
faking  he  was  the creature  of iimttttiomrsFdflnlhlic 
fplenJor  of  Frederick  charier,  till  fliO&ittuiqefc; 
ploits,  and  his  immonfe-  impEovWd&t  tafrfrhldhiJa  r 
hions,"  as  well  as  .the  vicinity^  tk£r  ticaxtkmfvmd 
£erfonal  and  political  intercourf<^ke  chrfefbHromfct 
(he  Pruffian  king,  without-  dtfcriminationio'uiidar^ 
ftand  the  peculiar  features  of  Iris  fuftpofcd  arobetjpe  > 
acutentfstodifcto^ 

'    narch's 
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torch**  conduft,  or  compaft  of  mind  to  comprehend  chap. 
the  general  fyftem  of  his  meafures  and  adbns.  He  s^^j 
atfo  was  an  admiring  imitator  of  Catharine,  and  *"* 
fuppofed  himfelf  the  confident  of  her  counfels  when 
he  was  only  the  tool  of  her  fchemes.  From  both  he 
copied  infidelity  *,  but  did  not  copy  from  them  that 
prudent  policy  which  cheriQitfd  religion  in  their  fub- 
je&s,  adapted  themfelves  in  appearance  to  the  popu* 
lar  prepoffeffions,  and  made  their  refpe&ve  churches 
engines  of  ftate.  He  imitated  their  ambitious  proje&s 
without  pofieffing  the  wifdom  of  plan,  or  {he  con- 
fiftent  and  well-dire&ed  vigour  of  execution,  which 
accomplifhed  their  defigns.  Springing  from  a  va- 
riety of  caufes,  and  encouraged  to  a  certain  extent 
by  thefe  fovgreigns,  there  prevailed  in  Europe  a  great 
dilpofition  to  reform/  Frederic  clearly  apprehend- 
ing what  was  right  or  wrong,  innovated  wherever 
change  was  improvement.  Jofeph  was  a  reformift 
becaufe  innovation  was  the  favourite  purfuit  of  the 
times ;  and  on  the  lame  principles,  by  which  private 
votaries  of  fome  favourite  fafliion  are  often  a&uated* 
fought  diftin&ion  by  being  a  leader  of  the  reigning 
mode,  without  confidering  how  far  it  was  wife, 
prudent,  or  fuited  to  the  circumftances  in  Which  he 
was  placed.  His  purfuit  of  reform  being  neither 
accommodated  to  the  habits  nor  to  the  faitiments  of 
its  obje&s,  was  the  primary  end  of  his  conduft ;  and 
from  the  violence  of  his  temper,  and  the  total  want 
of  moderation,  the  principal  fource  of  his  manifold 
difaiters.  In  his  wars,  as  well  as  his  internal  poli- 
tics! Jofeph  was  a  factitious  and  imitative  chara&er. 

♦  See  Abbe  Barrncl,  vol.  J. 

Vol.  V.  K  Without 
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<3k  a  r  ttfefcaut  aafcary  trienfe  or  mrH  narions, .  without 
wv^j  well-founded  profpe&raf  advantage,  he  appears  to 
t^o.  have  fought  BofUlitia  from  the  defirft  of  rivalling 
hi*  watiike  neighbours.  .  Jo&ph's  ix^fert\i6W  V^ 
en  tidy  from  hi*  incapacity  q(  direiHng  hirafelf,  anc| 
fam  apt  being  cqupfelkd  by  ^jMe  ai\d  Mpright  men. 
Without  found  judgment  himfcjf,  h$  waited  wife  and 
£utbftil  advifeta  *  IP  opppfe  p*oje#$  \yhkh  vere  evi- 
dently hurtful  t*  the  jwojeftw.  Qualities  apparency 
coottary>  mdecifion  with  palpitation*  qbftinacy 
MUth  fickfenqfe  w4  woaft^icy^  opennefs,  «*nd  be 
nigmtyof  9tWMT  %n4  coqnjenanjce*  with  4uphcity 
ajp^  fj^hfefsi^ju  ^ofe  from  the  lame  fource ;  an 
lUtffecftwdftfig  wfeich  judged  wit^U  examination  $ 
and  a  will  dine&ed  by!  temporary  impulfe  withqut 
,  aay  fixed  pfitopkaof  condu&  The  chwaftgf  of 
Jofeph,  from  ha  csw&iqa,  w%  W*)j  cpnJpk;Hq>u*  *3 
ita  operation,  and  yery  penrittQu*  i^its  oflfe&s  j  hut 
ioftead  of  beipg,  as  hat  been  often  rep^ented,/^^- 
Air,  is,  into  fpiipgsand  conftituents,  e*T£sm*vy 
common.  Whoever  obferves,  in  private  life,  viva- 
city q£  fancy  without  Jbundnefa  of  judgment;  ar- 
dour of  diipofition  and  Qagernefe  of  purfuit,  without 
, /  juft  appreciation  of  end,  or  fkitfeil  fele&io»  of 
mean*  ;v  emulation  in  mere  faihioa ;  multiplicity  of 
projeA  formed  without  wifdom,  and  carried  oja 
without  conftancy,  beholds,  in  a  confined  fceae, 
the  fcme  chaia&es  exhibited  which  the  world  con- 

#  .  Tfbc  .ruling  principle  of  Kaunitz  being  the  elevation  of  the 
Houfe  of  Aullria,  fucqefsful  «3  he  had  been  as  the  counfellorof 
the  prudent  Marfo  Therefa,  yet  he  fbothed  and  abutted  the  im- 
petuous Jofcph,  in  projects  that  eventually  tended  to  its  dc- 
preffion.  '  •    * 

■   -  •  tempted 
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templated  on  the  great  European  theatre,  perfbMmi  *  *.*  *• 

by  Jofeph  II.  emperor  of  Germany.  ^y^ 

Jofitph  was  fucceeded  by  bis  brother  Leopold,  „  t?**a 

•  __  "       *__    -  *  r«    j.  •  *»  *•-*       Leopold, 

Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany,  a  prince  of  a  very  diffe-  his  fuccer- 
reutcharaaer.Accuftomed  to  the  pleafurable  regions  IZ^^T 
of  Italy,and  the  enervating  refinement  of  ItaBan  man-  *•***• 
nets,  Leopold,  prefixing  at  Florence,  was  chiefly  efif- 
tinguifbed  for  luxurious  foftnefi;  and  hating  no  in- 
centives to  war,  or  Opportunities  of  ambition,  wttt 
habitually  pacific,  aftd  a&ually  indolent.  Both  Irom 
nature  and  circutnftances,  and  perhaps  alib  frotfl 
contemplating  the  effe&s  of  his  brother's  vioteaOtf* 
he  was  remarkable  for  moderation.  When*  m- 
ftead  of  being  sal  Italian  prince,  he  became  head  of 
the  houfe  of  Auftria,  he  demonstrated  that  his  appa* 
refit  indolence  arofe  from  the  wftiit  of  motived  to 
adioit,  and  not  from  an  inherent  ifiettnef*  of  oho* 
rafter*  he  fhewed  hknfetf  firm  and  efficient,  but 
retained  his  moderation  and  pacific  difpofition  j  and 
though  he  did  not  poffef*  ftipcrior  talents,  was,  by 
hb  mixed  fteadinefs  and  prudence  #,  weH  qualified 
to  remedy  the'  evils  which  had  proceeded  horn  the  , 
capricious  and  violent  Jofeph.  Averfe  hknfeif  from 
war  as  an  adventure  of  ambtiim^  he  few,  ia  the 
eircutnftances  of  his  affairs,  and  his  relation  to*  fo- 
reign powers^  ftrong  reafonsfor  promoting  his  dift 
politico;  to  peace.  He  was  involved  in  hoftilitids 
with  his  own  fubjefts :  at  variance  with  tile  principal 
cte&ofs,  he  was  in  danger  of  being  excluded  horn 
tfae  imperial  throne :  the  conquefts  on  the  diefofated 
borders  of  Turkey,  obtained  at  an  hnmenie  e*- 

*  See  Otridge's  Annual  Regilters  for  ^9;  and  1792.    Pat- 
Cm  i  alfo  Segur,  vol.  11. 

K  2  pence, 
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$enee,  Were  of  little  value.     The  fuppKes  for  caw 
rying  on  the  war  had  loft*  in  the  Netherlands,  their 
*w-      ibbft  productive  fource-    A  hundred  thoufand -dis- 
ciplined Prufiians  hovered  over  the  frontiers  of 
Bohemia,  while  three  other  armies  were  prepared 
•   to  aft  in  different  quarters.    England  would  pour 
her  wealth,  and  Pruflia  her  troops,  to  fupport  the 
He  ^rrct    revolted  Netherlands. .  From  war  Auftria  had  little 
congreff  at    to  gain*  and  much  to  lofe.    For  thefe  reafons  Leo* 
£cbhC°"     pold  was  difpofed  to  pacification,  and  acceded  to  a 
propofal  for  opening  a  congrefs  at  Reichenbach  in 
Silefia.    Meanwhile  the  campaign  was  opened  on 
the  frontiers  of  Turkey.    Selim,  to  compenfate  the 
impolicy,  and  confequent  lofles  of  the  former  year, 
chofe  for  his  vizier  Haflan  Aly,  a  man  of  great  abt- 
Miiitary      jfty#    The  Turks,  who  imputed  the  adverfe  events 

operations  * 

between  the  of  the  laft  campaign  to  the  mifcondult  of  the  late 
™dTwkf ;  viauer,  were  ready  and  eager  to  renew  the  conteft, 
and  a  great  army  was  prepared.  The  fultan  fpared 
no  aid,  which  fuperftition  could  afford,  to 
infpirit  his  troops.  He  clad  them  in  black,  to  die1 
note  their  readinefs  to  meet  death  in  defence  of 
their  caufc;  and,  in  concurrence  with  his  chief 
priefts,  proclaimed  a  remiflion  of  their  fins  to  all 
who  ihould  die  in  battle  :  thefe  incentives,  co-ope- 
rating with  the  native  valour  of  the  Turks,  early  in 
the  feafon  he  had  four  hundred  thoufand  men  ready 
to  take  the  field.  The  campaign  on  the  Danube 
was  opened  by  the  capture  of  Orfova,  which  having 
been  blockaded  during  the  whole  winter  by  the 
Auftrians,  was  fuddenly  reduced  through  the  mif- 
apprehenfion  of  the  garrifon.  The  Turks  conceiv- 
ing a  (hock  of  an  earthquake  to  be  the  explofion 

of 
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fcf  a  mine,  were  ft'ruck  with  a  panic,  and  fuppoffhfe  *  £|ij  * 
themfelves  about  to  be  blown  up,  immediately  fi«v  v^^r^jr 
rendered.    A  detachment  of  the  Auftrijuis  befieged      tr'#* 
Guugewo,  but  the  Ottomans,  refuming  their  wonted 
courage,  marched  to  its  relief.  *  Encountering  the  ./'"*•* 
Aiiftrians    they!  fought  with  the.  moft  defperarte  y*.        ■  t .  • 
bur,  threw  thofe  brave  and  difciplined  troops  into 
confufion;  and  defeated  them  with  the  lofs  of  thrcft 
thoufand  mien.    Among   the    killed    was  Count  '  * 

Thorn  the  general,  whofe  head  the  Turks,  agreed 
ably  to  the  cuftom  of  thofe  ferocious  barbarians,  dff- 
played  ih  ltriumjrfi  through  the  army.     This  was  the  *>ioody,  m 
feft  a€t*>f  hbftifities  carried  on  between  the  Turks  five.'0 
aiMtftiA'oftritos.     :  •••:....* 

1  r  At^Reichenback  the  ambition  of  Kaunitz,  which?  Habitual 
for  forty  yeari,:  had  been  ctiiefly  dire&ed  to  aggrandize  iu^of " 
tjl'e  boufeof  Auftria,  ftill  entertained  hopes  of  ac;  fi0^. 
quiring  advantages  from  the  Ruffian  confederacy,  bcr«* 
and  the  profefetrtion  of  "the  Turkifh  war,  and  was 
jrverfe to thepeace.     Count Heftfberg,  the Pruffiati 
miniver,  formed  tinder 'Frederic,  and  confidering 
every  maxiiti  of  that-  flluftrious  monarch's  policy  as 
the  rule  of  conduft,  without  adverting  to  the  change' 
otfeircumftances,  defined  to  attack  Auftria  when  weak 
and  exhausted-;  difpoffefs  her  of  the  reft  ofSilefia, 
atoet  the  revolt  in  the  Netherlands,  and  prevent  the 
elevation  of  Xeopold  to  the  imperial  throne.     A  Liberal  and 
more  comprehenfive  and  liberal  policy,  however^  ofBriulny 
originating  in  the  wife  councils  of  Britain,   and  a°*  *mxj 
urged  by  Mr,  Ewart,  inculcated  the  neceflity  of  fa- 
crificing  hereditary  enmity  to  folid  intereft,  and 
influenced  the  Prufflan  king,    Leopold  being  no  lefs 
tfifpofed  to  conciliation,  tranquillity  was,  without 
r        £  3  difficulty, 


alliance. 


hi  hbtqrt  or  the 

«  jh£*  <tffficaltY*  eftabKflied;  and  on  the  47th  of  July  t 
<^v^i  convention  was  concluded.  The  king  of  Hungary 
*79**  agreed  to  open  a  negotiation  for  peace,  on  the  bafis 
of  reciprocal  reftitution  under  the  umpirage  of  the 
T**x  he-  defepfive  alliance  #.  The  emprefs  of  Ruffia  was  to 
trTTwd  "  ho  invited  to  accede  to  thde  conditions  ;  butifftfe 
w£F'  &ould  refufe,  Leopold  was  to  obferve  a  perfeS 
2J5ST  wutrality  between  the  copending  poteitotw.  Tho 
»n[rive  ^S  °^  P*1®*  *tauld  co-operate  with  the  maritimo 
powers  to  ^Uaythe  troubles  in  the  low  xountriesi 
and  reftore  them  to  the  Auftriai*  dominions ,  on 
condition  that  their  ancient  privilege  and  conftitu- 
VQ^were  reeftabliflied.  The  En^iih  a|id  Dutch 
minifters  engaged  in  behalf  of  the  reJfl^&T?  4#PH*t 
to  guarantee  thofe  ftipulations  5  aa^aft^muitjec^or 
nine  months  was,  not  loi^after^Qi^lud^dbetwe^a 
Leopold  and  the  Turks,  which*  nowithftaz*4in$ 
various  obitacles,  arifing  frojfl  the  artifices  of  Ca-> 
thapnc,  terminated  in  a  peace.  Tb*  war  between 
Ruffia  and  Turkey  w^  thfo  year  teqg^id  in  its  ope- 
rations, as  Catharine's  ap«mio&  was  chiefly  &* 
re.fted  to  the  congrefs  ii>  Sil^p,  and'jrife.to  fche&tfb 
of  policy  in  various  quarters:  foine  deftdtory  esgagg* 
ments  took  place,  both  by  land  and,  on  theB&sk 
Sea,  but  without  any  important  event.  To  fecUj t#e. 
her  favourite  obje&s  of  driving  the  Turks  from  Eu- 
rope, and  railing  her  grandfon  to  the  Byzantine  . 
throne,  the  emprefs  perfevered  in  a  plan  of  detach- 
ing the  Greek  fubje£s  of  Turkey  from  their  obe. 

*  S*gur,  wh*  Aews  htmfclf  well  acquainted  tfith  continental 
pqWcsvl«t»yfcgrdikigncM«ince  o£&«  views  of  Britain,  when 
he.dierq&tbiai  league  tg>  (Jmngj  from  a&aiivt  Sfftbitmit,  8c»> 
YoLii,  chap,  i, 

dience* 


damce*     By,torf  ^Wbi^gMWH^  a&l  £ecufiiaty  c:^/r# 
afliftanc^  a  rebellion  was  femfcfcted  itt  Albania :  *»»v-w 
the  leader  of  due  infwgerfts  defeated  a  TWkifti  go-      l7f0# 
vernor  j  ^ad  acquired  fifth  power  ftftid  cdttftdente  » 
to.  form  a  regular  and  extenfiVfc  plan  for  em&nti^at- 
ing  thtoifelveiifrom  the  Turkifiv  yioke,  and  offering 
thefoverelgnty  of  Orcece  to tfee  Ruffian  prince.    AT  opcraront 
m^moritd  *j  -not  uhworthy  of  th&  defcfaufanti  of  r,XcLi 
aadept  Gteektf,  dating  both  the  tzArjeft  .and  plan;  Turkcy' 
w  prefentedto Catherine,  andfery  grar&ufty  re- 
o$Yt&  >  but  before  it  couhd  be  matured*  ftofllihad 
bt$!ljbducq&  if  not  to  relinqutflj*  topofljoae,  hfcr: 
pls^.of  fubjtjgating  Turkey.    It  was  th6  Jitter  m% 
pf  ^tuinn  Ijiefore  Priilce  PotfcirjJsjn  was  diiAatbil •: 
hiirlarcjy  commencement  Qfthc  tarapaigitWaisrnot 
without  policy  ;ai*i  defigm  ,  The*  Roffiair  txobps;        " %"  ■  i 
inured  to  th*  colds  Of  the  North,  wefemuch  kfi 
adapted  to  the  fummer  heata  even  of  their,  oim 
fcmthern .  fronton.     The  Afidtk  Turks,-  on-.tti* 
contrary,    could  eafily  befcr  th<*  iplftitiai  fctforf 
in  countries  fo  m*ch  eojcter.thai*  .ttafeTonrib  fca 
the  tanks  of  th^  Qaaube  aft&ftf^onfinca  af  fEar*         .  * 
tary  5  but  even  the  autumnal  cofti  of  thofircountr^s 
they  copldapt  endure  y  and  dn^he  ipj^afckof \rim 
tcr  tt  wa$  th^K.  ^itifocK*  prwEktcrc  to  J6fcuw!  the  army} 
aadcetutAtei^armer  lititudesL    Potcmkiil^  know! 
iog. Ac mHhber ahd  valoiir  of  tfapfd  troops,  ijeferted 
his*  mili&rj  operations  uf&iihqf  bail  iakeif  their 
depfotunst    His  plan  was,  fiarft  to  rethioe  -  Hmait} 
then  Br'aickldwj  which  would  totoplete  the  Ruffian 

*  the  reader  will  find  a  translation  of  this  ingenious  and  do* 
jjuent  performance  in  Otridg^s  Annual  Remitter  for  179*, 
fag*  if*.  |,:-;  •  •        -  '*    i# 

K  4  conqueft 
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chap,  conqueft  to  the  Danube ;  pafifcgtkat  river,  to  phpe 
\_t~]wr^mj  himfelf  between  the  Turfciib  army  and  Conftantino*. 
*"*-  pie ;  and  thus  compel  the  vizier  either  to  rifle  an 
engagement,  or  to  accept  of  a  peace  on  terms  pre- 
{bribed  by  Rufliau  Abandoned  by  the  Afiatics,  the 
Turkifh  army  did  not  exceed  forty  thoufandrrticn. 
Diffenfions  and  conspiracies  prevailed  in  Conftaifti- 
nople,  and  the  aflairs  of  the  Turks  west  in  thrmoft 
critical  and  dangerous  ftate  ;  but  the  Divan*'  un- 
broken by  thefe  diftreffing  drcumftances,  had  re- 
folded to  maintain  the  Ottoman  independence  to  the 
laft  extremity ;  and  for  the  accomplifhment  of  hi? 
purpofe,  Selim  trailing  not  only  to  the  refources 
which  ftill  remained,  but  to  the  vigorous  mediation 
of  the  defenfive  alliance,  cherifhed  and  fuppfcfredf 
s^eof  thefirmnefs  of  his  council.  The  town  of*  Ifipaff 
had  always  been  deemed  the  key  of  die-  fewer  Da- 
nube :  it  was  furrounded  by  two  walfc,  covered  bf 
thdr  refpe&ve  ditches,  of  confiderabte' depth 'and 
breadth,  and  capable  of  being  filled  tffth  th&  waters1 
of  the  Danube.  A  •  feled  and  numerous  girrffon 
had  beenearly  appaidtfcd,  with  an  artillery  amount-1 
ing  to  more  than  three  hundred  pieces,  and  lately 
Xtinforotd  by  thirty  thoufimd  men.  The  Ruffian 
forces  oritheJDamibe  werre  formed  kil<y  three  <EvJ*' 
fionaj  pac  comraandeiL  by  Prince  Potemkin,  afe- 
fm&bifi  Prince  Reptoia,  the  third  by  General  Su- 
mo£  \Uo  this  laftibtidy,  covered  and  ifupportei 
Jtythd  tuxhOtfaers,  thciiegcof  Umailwasentruflsed/ 
Sawatoff  tfurrounded  the  place  with  batteries  con* 
flrufte4  on  every  fpot  of  ground  which  would  aij^wer 
the  purpofe  ;  and  thefe  were  loaded  with  forge^  fo^ 
heating  the  balls,  with  the  heavieft  batfcerii^.  artiU 

lery 
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tion  hitherto  invented.     On  the  aad  of  December  ^^^* 
the  befiegers  made  >  a  general  affauit  in  eight  co-      ,79°' 
imnns :  the  Turks  received  them  with  intrepid  ya- 
Jour.    Eve  time*  Wiethe  Ruffians  repulfed  z  faro  *£™u]y 
times  they  renevfed  the  attack ;  add  at  the  lift  onfe|  <'«&«<*. 
were  difcomfited  with  a  Slaughter*  which  ieemed  to 
render  all  farther  effifr t  hopekft.    Thefcfefifigefra 
now  began  to  thinkpf  nxithii%  butto  felt  their  1Kb* 
jts  dearly  as  po&fek,  when  S»tyarofF,  having  dis- 
mounted his  cavalry  ^ofuplply* -the  il*ia  infantry i 
fnatched  a  ftandard,  and- running  up  a4fcaling  fad* 
der,:  planted  it  with  his  t)wn  hand  on  a  Tiirktfh 
batter^  ,  Retaninrated  to  enthufiafm  by  the  per*  stormed 
fonal  prowefs  of  their  general,  the  Ruffians  not  only 
!Wtfeftffl4^:*«ack  of  the  purfuirig  enemy,  but       —  ^ 
itfrt^tWbfihim,  and  again,  became  the  aftattants; 
Tim  Tittl^di^tttel  every  indbrfaground  ;f  Uittfat 
Ruffians rb^ag!reififwcSii  by  fvtfhr  tr&iptfr'om  the 
coVoringfiarrafc^  jbyifaunihprs  joyjgrpowered  the  vav 
\mtifofenitetdoiiJih^4  carried  poft- after ^poftti^ 
they  reduced  the  whole.   With  the  fury  of  enraged  cmei  an* 

.     '  ,  .     „.      .         ,      .  .       .         ,y..    .  ..  °  dreadful 

ha*b£rans, ;  *f  hey  ejfo&ed'  a  me*tiMs,  horrid,  ahd  flaughter. 
^ndiftinguiihirig  flaugh'ter3  which  fpared  neither  ag3 
nor  fex.  The  'annals  of  Attila  or  of  Gefneryc,  in 
the  benighted  ages  of  Northern  Europe,  furnifh  no 
reco*d  of  &v*%e  butthery  wfcieh  farpaife  the  car- 
nage at  UmaSl,  by  troops  employed^  according  to 
their  miftrefs's.profeflfan?,  to  expel  barbarifm  from 
this,  quarter  of  the  globe,  ^nd  iriftead  of  the  bloody 
fiiperftkion  of  Mahomed,  to  eftablifli  the  mild  and 
peaceful  religion  of  the  meek  and  benevolent  Jefus : 
loch  was  ite  Ri$ian  fnttge  of  making  converts  to 

the 
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Cxly/'  thc  C^rcek  Aurch^  afldejitttid^chffllfe^tjr.  The 
i_  ^  4_r  inflexible  endurance  #  t>£fefte  vanqtfthtid  wa%  as  great 
,79°*  as  the  infliding  cruelty  of  th*  conquerors j  at  die 
Ruffians  would  giro,  the  Turks  would  ttcttetriui 
quarter:  they  either  rufhtid  oft  Ihf  Bayokttj 
plunged  into  the  Danube,  er  feaght  deathty  Afftt 
meins  equally  eflfateteus.  ~Twenty4b«r  ih&iAfflf 
ef  the  Turki/h  foldkr^fifted  in  thte  btood?  tbt\> 
tefc  i  the  governor  of  ifmaii  was  found  torot*  with 
wounds ;  the  whate  number  44  mafltered  Tterks* 
including  inhabitants  of  all  ages,  fetes,  and  edftdix 
dons,  amounted  nearly  to  thtfty->on*  thoufand  f« 
The  flain  on  the  fide  of  the  Ruffians  exceeded  ten 
thoufand  men,  among  whom  were  many  of  theft 
afficeta* 

hSSSST        The  kinS  of  Sw«&a*  having  ^ftfifehf  cMNittltt 

swtd^ud  the  affc&iont  of  his^eople,  and4lcci«ertdhebUd^ft 

1WBi"       nifliOtt, by> to*  c<*nfa&in  d»  ptwt^hfeapbirj  wii, 

through-th^ir  uhanhnou^  gffi»s»<  mtye&cbtipeft  ite 

campaign  of  1750 .eariy.in  theJe^fcoj M  in  theb©, 

ginning  of  April,  putting  ^ilnfeifat^heheadof  thw* 

*  m  The,  fe&ting  fo|t^jd€:of .%  Till**  ilWOfrtef  ihtf  ;#**> 
genious  reasoning  of  D,».  Smith,.  in  his  Theory. a». MorfJ  Senti- 
ments, wh'ereiuhe  accounts  for  the  unconquerable  4irranef$  of 
fctaget.  •••-'•-  '        •  '    •  *        '•      ; 

'    rjj;   .       .:•■*;      ..■    'I  U)     ■  • :.  •:;:  '  •••  *  \* 

thofe  beloagui^  tor  the  GoyerjioV^haxamf  aid  partly  of  othe/j 
who  had  Hcd  thither  for  fefuge  from  other  harams,  wercjliie- 
/erved  and  pr&tecVd  by.  ail  Ertgltfh  gentleman,  m  f he  Kutfian 
fct*fee>  Gritmel&Mty  >w%tf  c»tffm«tifl«!'tbe  AlitottftaftM- 
tatty,  whth  ttey  wb*  tin  theTpotot  of  throwing  tHelfcl&ftlttb 
the  Dimfato  «fo|fe  vtpMffoi  frad  the  frtfrik  aW'l^rfSta 
(oldicrs.     Sec  Otridge,i  AatuyLRgpftcr  for  ijpi*  gSgCjioi. 

thoufand 
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thoufand  forces  ^  Finland,  he  penetrated  into  the 
Savalax,  adiftrift  of  RulGa  not  fer  from  Wiborg* 
Alarmed  by  the  approach  of  the  enemy  within  a      ,7*0* 
hundred  miles  of  Peterfburgh,  Catharine  fent  ten 
thoufand  troops  to  obftruft  his  progrefs.    They 
found  their  enemy  entrenched  in  a  very  ftrong  pb* 
fition*  Trading  to  their  fuperior  numbers,  the  Ruf- 
fians attacked  the  Swedifh  lines  ;  but  the  cool  intrt* 
pid  courage  of  the  Swedes,  headed  by  the  perfonal 
valour  and  genius  of  their  fovereign,   repelled  the 
attack/:  it  was  fbon,  however,  renewed  by  the  imT 
pulfe  of.  national  pride*  rivalry,  indignation,  and 
fliame  of  being  defeated  by  fuch  a  handful  of  meh. 
The.  engagement,  for  about  two  hours,  \fras  mofl^ 
defperatc,  obftinate,  and  bloody;  but  rage,  fury, 
and  foperior  numbers,  gave  way,  at  laft,  to  calm 
and  determined  valour.    The  Ruffians  left .  about 
two  thoufand  dead  upon  the  fpot,  and  Guftavm, 
encouraged  by  this  fucceft,  advanced  farther  into 
Ruflia.    Meanwhile,  the  8eet  under  the  Duke  of 
Suddormania  failed  up  the  gulph  of  Finland.    The* 
print*  jffbjeQed  the  deftru£Kon  of  the  Ruffian  fqua- 
dron  tying  in  the  fort  of  Revel,  the  great  naval  ar- 
feoal*  along  "with  its  docks  and  magazines.    The 
Ihip&wtbre,  eleven  of  the  Kne,  three  of  which  carried, 
a-hundxsed  ■  guAs  each,  fcnd  five  frigate*  j  and  they; 
were   ptote&ed.    by    numerous    batteries.   .  The 
Swedifti  fleet,  hottf  ithftancfing  all  thefe  obftacles,  on ' 
the  13th  of  May  penetrated  into  the  harbotii^  and' 
in  die  inidft  of  the?  hoftile  fire;  maintained  for  four" 
hours  ai  doubtful  conflict  j  but  towards  the  evening 
a  violent  florm  &ofe,  which  obliged  the  Swedes  to 
retreat,    they  afterwards  fell  in  trith  a  Ruffian 

fleet 
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c  it  a  P.  fleet  from  Cronftadt,  and  an  engagement  entited,  in 
u'  \j  which  the  Swedes  at  firft  appeared  fuperior,  when 
17*°*  night  intervening  interrupted  the  conteft.  The 
next  day  battle  being  renewed,  while  thfc  Swedifh 
fleet  wa$  engaged  with  the  enemy  in -front,  the 
iquadron  from  Revel  appearing  in  the  rear,  the  duke 
was  in  extreme  danger. of  being' furrouhded,  but  by 
judicious  manoeuvres  and  bold  exertions,  aflifted  by 
a  favourable  wind,  he  extricated .  hbqfelf  from 
the  danger,  and  joined  his  royal  brother  not  far 
from  Wiborg.  Againft  this  city,  the  land  andiaval 
force  of  Sweden  dire&ed  tjieir  eflbrts ;  but  while 
they  were  making  difpofitjons  for  the  purpofe,  the 
Ruffian  fleet  came  in  fight,..  The  Swedes  were  now 
hemmed  in  between  the  m^ted  fq^rons  of  .Ruflia 
and  the.garrifon  of.  Wiborg.  His  m^jefty  s#d  his 
'  army  were  accompanied  by  a  fleet  gf  gstiies^*  which 
were  likewife  enclofed  j  the  onjy  atenjatiye,  there* 
fore,  was,  to  force  their  way  through*he  enemy  or 
lo  furrender .:  the  former  wap  of  conrfe  chofen : 
they  effetted  their  efcape,  but  not  without  incurring 
very  great  lofs  of  (hips  and  troops,  that  were-  either 
taken  or  funk :  the  whole  number  of  men  either 
killed  or  captured,  apioijnted  to  feven  thousand. 
The  genius  of  Guftavus,  #imulat?d  by  difficulty, 
fooh.  refitted  his  fluttered  fleet,  *nd  *$ emitted,  fab 
diminiihedarmy,  On  the  9th  of  July,  with  his  ar- 
mament, he  encountered  a  large  Ruffian  fleet,  com- 
manding his.  own  fquadron  in  perfon,  he  immediately 
offerecf  them  battle,  and  concluded  his  operations 
with  fo  mafterly  {kill,  that,  after  a  very  ohftinatc 
conflift,  he  gained  a  decifiye  victory t  Thelo&of 
the   Ruffians   amounted  to   four   tbouftnd  .five 

hundred 
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hundred  prifoners,  and  nearly  as  many  killed  ahd 
wounded.  '  This  defeat  aftonifhed  and  alarmed  Ca- 
tharine :  in  the  great  taleAts  of  Guftavus,  fhe  was  X79* 
atlaft  convinced,  fhe  had  to  encounter  a  formidable 
foe,  which  fhe  had  not  apprehended  in  a  conteft 
with  Sweden.  Such  an  antagonift  was  not  to  be 
fubdued  either  by  overwhelming,  numbers,  or  the 
adverfity  of  fortune.  Being  now  abandoned  by  the 
Aufhians,  and  threatened  by  the  Englilh  and  Pruf- 
frans,  fhe  faw  her  proje&s  refpefting  Turkey  had 
little  chance  of  being  accomplifhed,  if  fhe  continued 
at  war  with  Sweden :  fhe  therefore  directed  the 
chief  efforts  of  her  policy  to  the  attainment  of  a 
peace ;  fhe  accordingly  fignified  to  Guftavus  a  pa- 
cific difpofition.  The  Swedifh  king,  finding  his 
country  greatly  exhaufted  by  her  extraordinary 
efforts*  and  not  doubting  that  the  defenfive  alliance 
would  reprefs  the  ambitious  proje&s  of  Ruflia  as  far 
as  general  fecurity  required,  was  not  averfe  to  thefe 
overtures  of  amity.  Neither  Catharine  ,nor  Gufla-  Peace  b*- 
vus  communicated  to  their  allies  their  pacific  inten-  iTuffiamA 
tions,  but  concluded  between  themfelves  an  armif-  Sweden- 
tice,  which,  in  the  middle  of  Auguft,  terminated  in 
a  peace. 

Freed  from  a  Turkifh  war,  Leopold  had  leifure  to  state  of 
turn  his  chief  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  Nether-  the'  Nether- 
lands.    The  Flemings  had  begun  their  oppofition  to  Un*' 
Jofeph  from  a  defire  ofprefervingexiftingeftaHlifh- 
ments.     They  limited  their  wifhes  and  defigns  to 
the  maintenance  of  that  conftitutional  liberty,  which 
they  inherited  from  their  anceftors.     Their  princi- 
ple of  condud  was  totally  different  from  that  of  the 
French.    Diflike  of  innovation,  ecclefiaflical,  civil, 

and 
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c  K  a  p.  and  political,  was  the  leading  feature  of  die  Ffcmifli 
^ttkj  <km&&  at  the  time  they  renounced  their  allegiance 
*79Q#      to  Jofeph  of  Auftria*    But  the  vicinity  of  the  Ne- 
therlands to  France  produced  a  dofe  intercourse 
Jbciwoen  the  two  countries,  and  opened  the  way  to 
the  French  dodrines,  which  various  caufes  now  co- 
operated to  difieminate.     Since  the  revolt  the  States 
General  had  ezercifed  the  fupreme  authority :  die 
composition  of  that  body  was,  in  a  confiderable  de- 
gree, ariftocratkal,  as   the  ftates    of  the  nobility 
and  clergy  had  a  greater  (hare  in  the  representation 
than  the  commons :  this  inequality  was  very  loon 
•remarked  by  the  members  of  the  third  eftate,  and 
ftrongly  reprobated  by  thofe  who  either  had  im- 
bibed democratical  notions ;  or  from  ambition,  by 
railing  the  commons  propofed  to  aggrandize  them- 
Rife  ©fa      felves.     So  early  as  January  1790,  a  number  of  in- 
€•1  fpuit.      dividuals,  profeffing  fuch  fentiments,  formed  them- 
felves  into  an  affociation,  which  they  called  a  patri- 
otic affcmbly.     After  paffing  various  refohirions  of 
partial  and  ftibordinate  reform,  they  framed  a  gene- 
ral and  comprehenfive  fyftem  of  revolution,  which, 
fubfcribed  by  two  thoufend  perfons,  they  publHhed 
as  an  addrefs  to  the  dates,  in  the  name  of  the  peo- 
ple.    They  therein  decreed  the  permanent  exercife 
of  fovereign  authority,  an   ariftocratieal  defpotifm, 
equally  contrary  to  the  rights  of  the  people  as  the 
imperial  tyranny  of  Jofeph,     The   States  General 
they  allowed,  with  propriety,  exercifed  the  fovereign 
power  on  the  difmljjion  of  the  emperor,  and  the  de- 
clared independence  of  the  Belgic  provinces.     But 
this  authority,    arifing  from  a  temporary    caufe, 
could  only  endure  until  a  legitimate  conftitutioir, 

formed 


REIMTOT  .QEGRGErJII.  I4J 

foma&a&d; rktifed  fejr  ilifcjeoplft *<o*fo Be  efta- . c-ra  r. 
faKhefr.  Tbe  anefof.  *Qftf¥t*toP.of  the  Auftrtan  w*~4' 
Netfaf  rlat*&  wajrMmQffc  -  .ft  fell  by  tfe*  (broke  that  fa  ^ 
cut  off  its  head  JofepfcH.  d  Auftria,  ^prefentative  p/^rc"* 
of  the.  Duke*  of  JBrUJgundy,  w'wtank-tht  &a&*oa*  th/cTnfti- 
erf  the  other  brawfomoCthe  legiflature  centered:  SSa?." 
they  were  not  arigiiiataivi  abfelute,  but  relative  and 
eondkional.    The  States  General  were  therefore  *ck 
fponfible  to*  the  people  for  all  which  they  ha&  doner 
fince  tbe  depofitipn  of  the  emperor:  a  national  % 
aflemhly  only  could  infore  tranquillity  andfecurity 
^  tbe  egmmwwUtk  Thefe  principles  and  claim* 
were  very  pffenftv*  tp  the  t>?o  higher  orders,  at 
they  were  totally  hvweal  to  the  pow^r  which  they 
wtfhed  tft  retain  without  control    Knowing  the 
influence  of  the  p^rifh  priefts  among  the  people, 
they  attempted  to  cipploy  thefe  i?  petfuading  thm 
$efpe#ive  paj*ftrioi&er$  to  (ign  a  co wter-addrefe,  re* 
q^fting  the  ftates  to  feize  and  punifli  all  thofe  dif- 
tubers  who  wiftied  to  introduce  innovations  in  theif 
?eUgioj\  ^ndconftitution*    Thofe  clergymen  how* 
ever,    conne&ed   by    the   slofeft  intimacy    wd 
fri^dftwp    with  their  flocks,  were  by  dq  mean* 
zealous,    and   aftive   in   recommending.  ^   b^* 
fare  fo  very  unpppujajv     The  ftates  ferther  endea- 
voured to  prevent  the  fentiments  which  they  wifhed     • 
to  inculcate  from  l^eing  countera&ed- through,  the 
prefs.     They  iffued  a  dec/ec,  that  this  great  engine 
Qf  public  opinion  ftould  be  limited  to  the  fame  re*  x 
ftriftiQns  as  under  the  fotfereignty  of  the  emperor ; 
that  all  literary  works  fhould  be  fubjed;  to  the  fen*? 
tiny  of  cenfors,  before  they  were  republiflied ;  and 
that  all  pqbli{her$  fhould  be  refponfible  fqr  the  cpn? 
#4  tents 
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tent*  of  the  books  which  they  prefented  to  the 
world.    Thefe  attempts  to  reftrain  the  a&ions,  and 
*7*°~     even  controul  the  thoughts,  of  the  people,  gave 

to?mti>c  great diflatisftaion  tothofe  whowiihedfora  larger 
&?"?**  P6**011  °f  democracy  in  the  eonftitution.  The  two 
democrati-  higher  orders,  joined  by  a  common  opposition  to 
SLai.14"  the  democratic*]  fchemes,  formed  one  party,  while 
the  third,  and  all  thofe  who  were  inimical  to 
privileged  orders,  formed  another  party*  The  no- 
bility, on  their  fide,  poijeffed  great  inheritances, 
and  were  reverenced  on  account  of  their  ancient  fa- 
milies, and  many  of  them  highly  efteemed  for  their 
perfonal  chara&ers  :  but  the  clergy,  in  a  country 
diftinguiflied  for  extreme  bigotry,  poflefled  peculiar 
influence  :  thefe  circumftances  prevented  democra- 
tic turbulence  from  riling  to  the  pitch  which  h 
would  have  otherwife  attained*  But  the  difcon- 
tented  reftieflhefs  of  innovation  foon  triumphed  in 
the  minds  of  the  populace  over  the  fubmiflive  ac* 
quiefcence  of  fuperftition.  The  higher  orders  at- 
tempted to  awe  the  multitude  by  force,  but  foon 
found  that  here,  as  in  France,  the  army  had  em* 
braced  the  popular  fide.  The  commander  of  the 
Flemiih  troops  was  General  Vandermerfch,  who, 
after  having  long  ferved  under  the  emperor,  on  the 
firft  dawnings  of  the  revolution  had  returned  to  his 
native  country.  This  gentleman  was  diftinguiflied  for 
his  military  talents  and  recent  fuccefles :  he  em- 
braced the  popular  fide,  and  fpread  his  fentiments 
through  the  army.  In  March  an  attempt  was  made 
by  the  ariftocratical  party  to  remove  the  com- 
mander from  his  office,  and  deputies  were  fent  by 
the  dates  for  this  purpofe.  In  this  fituation  thege- 
-   *♦  *  neral 
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neral  adopted  very  bold  meafures  :  being  nominated  c  ha  p. 
by  the  army  commander  in  chief  of  the  Belgic  v^-^J-i 
forces,  in  defiance  of  the  ftates,  he  ordered  the  de-  I79°'  . 
puties  to  be  committed  to  prifon.  He  iffued  a  pro- 
clamation, declaring  that  he  was  placed  at  the  head 
of  an  army  for  the  purpofe  of  defending  the  civil 
and  religious  rights  of  the  people,  which  he  was  de- 
termined to  prote&  from  all  invafion.  Officers  of 
fimilar  fentiments  were  placed  at  the  head  of  the  , 
war  departments ;  and  next  to  Vandermerfch  in 
the  command  of  the  army  were  the  Dtjke  of 
Uriel  and  the  Prince  of  Arenberg.  The  ftates  or- 
dered the  troops  which  were  ftationed  at  Bruffels  to 
march  againft  the  general.  A  civil  war  appeared 
on  the  eve  of  commencement  between  the  ariftocra- 
tic  and  democratic  parties ;  but  the  army,  by  fome 
fudden  impulfe  of  paflion,  the  caufes  of  which  have 
never  been  afcertained,  abandoned  that  general 
whom  they  had  fo  highly  valued  and  recently  ex- 
alted, and  gave  him  up^  to  the  rage  of  his  enemies. 
The  congrefs  of  the  ftates  at  this  time  was  chiefly 
dire&ed  by  Vandernoot  and  Van  Eupen ;  the  former 
a  lay  nobleman,  the  latter  an  ecclefiaftic.  Under 
their  dire&ion,  charges  were  drawn  up  againft  the 
general ;  and  alfo  againft  the  Duke  of  Uriel,  heredi- 
tary chief  of  the  nobles  in  Brabant,  a  man  of  large 
fortune  and  popular  chara&er.  Vandermerfch  was 
doomed  to  a  dungeon  at  Antwerp  :  Urfel  was*  ar- 
retted and  confined  for  five  weeks,  without  any  form 
of  juftice:  but  being  tried  and  acquitted,  he  was  ftill 
retained  in  confinement  until  a  ftrong  body  of  volun- 
teers forcibly  refcued  him  from  this  tyranny.  Thefe 
unjuft  and  violent  proceedings  of  the  ariftocratic 
Vol.  V.  L  party 
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chap,  party  excited  the  fevcreft  reprobation  of  thoir  adver- 

v^v-i^  faries*    Priefts  and  feudal  tyrants  (they  faid)  had 

tf**      feized  the  fceptre  and  fword,  and  ufed  them  as  in* 

flruments  of  injuftice  and  cruelty  againft  the  moft 

patriotic  and  exalted  chara&ers. 

A  government  which  had,  in  a  few  months  from 
its  formation,  manifested  fuch  difcord,  was  not  likely 
to  be  permanent*  The  army  having  loft  its  honour 
as  well  as  its  general,  became  difheartened,  and  was 
now  not  unfrequently  defeated.  Great  fupplies 
were  wanted  for  maintaining  and  paying  the  troops; 
but  the  congrefs  had  fo  difgufted  the  principal  cities, 
that  their  applications  for  a  loan  were  totally  unfuo 
cefsful.  Attempts  were  made  in  Holland  and  in 
preset  to  England,  but  to  no  purpofe;  and  it  was  evident  that 
the  Belgic  dates  were  every  day,  from  their  internal 
diffenfions,  becoming  weaker  in  power,  and  lefs 
important  in  the  eflimation  of  foreign  countries* 
"dicf^hdr  Leopold,  aware  of  thefe  circumftanees,  fent  a 
real  gric-      xpemorial  to  the  people  of  the  Netherlands,  which 

vanccc,  but  *       *  w 

tindicatcf  profeffed  fincere  regret  for  the  defpotic  proceedings 
thcfogvc-to  of  the  Auftrian  government;  and  declared  the  dif- 
^'snry.  pofidon  of  the  prince  to  redrefs  all  their  real  grie- 
vances, but  vindicated  his  undoubted  right  to  the 
fovereignty  of  tl^e  Netherlands,  and  announced  his 
refolution  to  maintain  his  claim.  This  addrefc,  to- 
gefhc/  with  the  titration  of  affairs,  revived  the  loy~ 
aKfts,  or  friends  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria ;  who,  be- 
fore overawed  by  the  prevailing  power,  had  made 
no  efforts  to  refifh  As  the  folly  and  violence  of  the 
prefent  government  became  more  evident  and  more 
hateful,  this  party  increafed  :  many  moderate  men, 
who  had  at  firft  favoured  the  revolution,  compared 

the 
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the  p*efent  miferable  fituatipn  with  the  tranquillity  chap. 
and  contentment  enjoyed  under  Maria  Terefa.    A  vjl^^i 
coalition  of  priefts  and  nobles  (they  obferved)  was      l^°- 
formed,  obvioufly  for  the  purpofes  of  felfcintereft 
and  ambition.    If  the  States  General  fhould  conti- 
nue to  govern,  th$  Belgic  nation  miift  groan  under 
a  two-fold  ariftocracy.  If  a  republic  were  attempted 
on  democratical  principles,  the  firft  probable  confe- 
quence  would  be'anarchy ;   which,  after  producing 
all  its  horrible  evils,  would  terminate  in  a  fingle  def- 
potifm.    An  hereditary  monarchy,  properly  limited 
and  modified,  appeared  mod  fuitable  to  the  charac- 
ter and  habits  of  the  Flemings.    Thefe  confidera- 
tions  induced  many  confidently  men  to  favour  a 
reconciliation  with  Leopold.    The  populace*  with- 
out examining  matters  fo  deeply,  but  actuated  by  the 
impulfe  of  refentment  and  indignation,  againft  the 
ufurpers  of  fovereignty,  very  readily  joined  the  loy- 
alifts.     That  party  now  difplayed  a  force  which, 
even  without  the  affiftance  of  Auftrian  troops,  was 
formidable    and    rapidly    increafing.      The  king  Britain  and 
of  Pruffia,  intimating  that  he  had  acknowledged  medhuebe-. 
Leopold  as  Duke  of  Brabant,  the  ariftocratical  party  ^Snfi  ■ 
faw  their  hopes  of  foreign  affiftance  totally  va-  J^J*0" 
niihed,  whilft  their  internal  power  was  faft  declin- 
ing :  Leopold,  now  Emperor  of  Germany,  imme- 
diately after  his  coronation,  iffued  a  manifefto,  en- 
gaging himfelf,  under  an  inaugural  oath,,  and  the 
guarantee    of  Britain,    Pruffia,    and-  the  United  ™  ™!T 
Provinces,  to  govern  the  Belgic  Netherlands  ac-  [h*dNfther~ 
cording  to  the  conftitution,  charters,  and  privileges,  wftoredto 
which  were  in  force  during  the  reigji  of  Maria  Te-  privilege*" 
refa.     He  offered  a  general  amnefty  to  all  who, 
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°  xlv  P*  before  ^e  'ft  of  November,  fliould  return  to  their 
\*~-^r^  duty.     The  mediating  powers  notified  to  the  Belgie 
,/9°*      ftates  their  approval  of  thefe  terms  ;  but  that  body 
ftill  refufed  to  acquiefce,  and  publifhed  a  counter- 
manifefto,  denying  Leopold's  right  to  the  fove- 
reignty  of  that  country,  derived  from  his  anceftors; 
and  aflerted,  that  though  many  of  them  had  enjoyed 
the  fovereignty  of  the  Netherlands,  they  owed  it 
entirely  to  the  free  choice  of  the  people,  who  had  a 
.    right  to  choofe  for  their  governors  whomsoever  they 
pleafed.    This  doftrine,  inimical  to  hereditary  right, 
and  favourable  to  popular  ele&ion  of  fovereigns, 
combined  with  their  enmity  to  monarchical  power, 
to.  bring  back  the  democratical  party  to  fome  con- 
cert with  the  '  other  revolutionHls.     The  congrefs 
ufed  various  endeavours  to  animate  the  people  to  a 
general  combination,  but  without  effefh     Willing 
to  catch  at  every  twig -to  fave  their  finking  power, 
they  propofed  to  confer  the  fovereignty  on  the 
Arch-duke  Charles  of  Auftria,  and  his  heirs  of  that 
family,  but  with  the  perpetual  exclufion  of  its  head : 
thefe  terms  were  reje&pd.     Various  engagements, 
uniformly  unfucccfsful,   intimated   that  refiftance 
was  hopelefs.The  allied  powers  reprefented  to  them 
the  futility  of  their  efforts,  and  in  its  ufelefTnefs  the 
cruelty  of   their    warfare.     The  Auftrian  troops 
preffed  on  all  fides,  the  Flemifh  people  without  ex- 
ception ackowledged  the  authority  of  the  Auftrian 
prince,   heir  and  reprefentative  of  their  ancient  ru- 
lers. The  members  of  the  congrefs,  and  other  lead- 
ing partifans  of  the  revolt  apprehending  fevere  re- 
fentment  froin  the  Emptor,  efpecially  after  the 
refufal  of  his  recent  offers,  fought  fafety  in  flight. 
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The  Auftrians  ufed  their  fuccefs  with  wife  modera-  chap. 
tion ;  the  general,  by  obferving  the  ftri&eft  difci-  v^-^-^ 
pline  among  his  vi&orious  troops,  prote&ed  the  per- 
fons  and  property  of  all  men.     In  a  convention  giuu  They  ©brain 
ranteed  by  the  defenfive  alliance,  and  executed  at  the  ce&ov\fwm 
Hague,  the  10th  of  December  1790,  the  Belgic  pro-  Uo*M* 
vinces  were  not  only  reftored  to  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges which  they  enjoyed  at  the  death  of  Maria 
Terefe,  but  obtained  feveral  advantages  tending  to 
render  them  more  fecure  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
ancient  conftitution.     Thus  the  Cathplic  Nether-  Th?y  6n<* 
Iand$  having  with  reafon  and  juftice,  to  preferve  their  rity  in  Buir 
conftitutional  rights,  refifted  Jofeph's  tyranny,  after  m£edg0- 
they  had  experienced  within  two  years  defpotical  vcrnmcnt* 
oppreflion,  ariftocratic  ufurpation,  and  democratic 
violence,  at  laft  found  refuge  and  tranquillity  in  the 
mixed  government  that  had  defcended  to  them  from 
their  anceftors. 

We  left  the  national  afTembly  on  the  eftablifh-  Proceedings 
nlent  of  fome  degree  of  tranquillity,  proceeding  Fiench  re- 
in the  formation  of  the  new  conftitution.     Ope-  ?n  formSng1 
rofe  as  this  objeft  muft  have  appeared  to  perfons,  £*££* 
who  intended  to  frame  a  fyftem  of  legiflation  on  ti,m- 
principles  juftified  by  experience,  a  knowledge  of 
human  nature,  and  an  accurate  acquaintance  with  the 
chara&er  of  the  people  for  whom  the  conftitution 
was  intended,  thefe  revolutionifts  found  the  attain- 
ment of  their  purpofe  neither  tedious  nor  difficult. 
Their  fyftem  was  free  from  complexity ;  equality 
was  to  be  the  bafis  of  the  polity  to  be  formed.;  the 
means  were  fimple  and  expeditious,  perfeverance  in 
the  courfe  which  they  had  fo  efFe&ually  begun,  by 
reducing  every  inequality.      In  the  application  of 
this  fimple  maxim  they  ftruck  a  very  effectual  blow, 
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by  a  decree,  announcing  that  there  was  no  longer 
any  diftin&fon  of  orders  in  France,  and  thus  crufhed 
the  nobility  and  clergy.      Having  equalized  rank, 
the  next  bufinefs  was  to  model  elections  agreeably 
to  this  new  fyftem.     The  choice  of  reprefentatives 
was  ultimately  vefted  in  primary  aflfemblies,  com- 
pofed  of  men  to  be  diftinguifhed  by  the  appellation 
of  a£tive  citizens.    The  a&ivity  was  to  confift  in 
contributing  to  the  public  exigencies,  an  annual 
Iron  not  lefs  than  hplf-a«crown.     By  requiring  this 
J?ua,iofCa"    qualification  in  eleoors,  they  contravened  their  own 
a^ive         principles  of  equality,  and  precluded  univerfal  fuf- 
ci  ucn$,      frage  .  they  excluded  from  legiflation,  beggars  and 
many  other  citizens,  not  only  effe&ually  a&ive  in. 
their  refpe&lve  vocations?  but  aftive  by  their  tu- 
mults in  the  ftreetsand  galleries,  in  controuling 
precludes     the  national  affembly  itfelf.     It  farther  debarred 
fuf taSc.       from  the  legiflation,  the  deliberative  wifdom  of  fifh- 
women  and'  pcoftitiites,  whofe  executorial  efforts, 
had  fo    powerfully    promoted    the    revolutionary 
fchemes.     The  primary  affemblies,  cpnftituted  with 
thefe  exceptions  to  equality,  were  to  chufe  ele&oral 
affemblies ;    the  electoral  affemblies  delegates  to  the 
legiflativej    judges,  and  executive  adminiftrators. 
That  no  veftige  of  antiquity  might  remain,  they 
proceeded  in  the  abolition  of  provincial  diftlndlions ; 
and  dividing  the  whole  kingdom  into  eighty-three 
departments,   confolidated  the  diverfities  into  one 
pivinon       inafs  :  as  a  geographical  arrangement,  this  change 
JJ^f""  was  executed  with  great  fldll  and  ability,  the  depart- 
ments chiefly  took  their  names,  From  mountains,  riT 
vers,  and  feas,  which  fhape  and  bound  countries;  and 
as  a  political  alteration,  it  certainly  tended  to  render 
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the  government  more  uniform.  A  plan  was  eftablifli-  c  £L*  r- 
ed  of  municipal  jiirifdidions,  to  conflitute  a  fourth  v~>r<v 
aflenjbty,  to  be  chofen  by.  the  fame  ele&orai  affem-  *799' 
bly  which,  conftituted  by.  the  primary,  appointed  the 
members  of  the  legiflatuie.  Financial  legiflation  next 
occupying  their  attention,  they  began  this  branch 
of  politics,  as  they  had  begun  others,  by  eftablifh- 
ing  a  fimple  and  comprehenfive  principle,  which 
would  apply  to  every  poffible  cafe/  They  enun- 
ciated a  theorem  totally  new  in  jurifprudence,  that 
aUproperty  belongs  to  the  nation.  Having  declared  their 
fovereign  power  over  property,  the  next  queftioh  comprehend 
was,  how  private  and  corporate  wealth  was  to  be  £k<of,nci" 
forth  coming.  They  faw  it  would  be  prudent  to  fen^^u 
augment  the  pay  of  the  army  which  *as  fb  Very  fer- 
viceablc  to  the  revolutionifts,  and  which  would 
becom§  more  and  more  attached  to  fyftems  of  con- 
fifcation,  by  fharing  in  the  proceeds.  There  tfrere 
many  and  numerous  demands  upon  the  public,  and 
it  was  farther  expedient  to  have  a  governmental 
bank,  which  would  be  able  to  accommodate  the  na- 
tion by  advances,  but  a  capital  was  wanting.  What- 
ever their  lawgivers  were  in  wifdom  and  virtue  they 
certainly  manifefted  the  national  ingenuity  in  fertile 
invention  and  prompt  expedient.  They  foon  difco- 
vered  a  very  efficient  fund  for  the  exigency,  in  the 
landed  eftates  of  the  clergy ;  feme  politicians  oppofdd 
the  feizure  of  clerical  property,  not  as  unjuft,  be- 
caufe  they  knew  its  juftfce  had  been  already  efta- 
blilhednn  the  new  code  of  ethics  ;  but  as  impolitic. 
The  appropriation  would  enrage  the  clergy,  who 
ftill  retained  great  influence  among  the  lefs  enlight- 
ened people  ;  and  would  alfo  difpleafe  and  alarm  fo- 
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reign  powers,  who  might  not  only  reprobate  a  con- 
fiscation, but  dread  the  principle :  thefe  admonitions 
Confi?£-  however  were  of  little  avail.  A  decree  was  palled 
ckri«i  declaring  the  ecclefiaftical  eftates  to  be  at  the  difpofal 
prop«ry.  of  the  nation.  The  clergy  expoftulated  on  the  rob- 
bery, and  excited  great  difcontents  among  their  vota- 
ries, which  were  farther  increafed  by  the  nobility  in- 
dignant at  their  own  degradation.  To  countered  the 
growing  difaffe&ion,  the  aflembly  fpread  reports  of 
plotsandconfpiracies,and  thus  byaiarmingtheirfears, 
diverted  the  attention  of  the  peoplefrom  the  iniquities 
of  government.  Rumours  were  fpread,  that  the  prin- 
ces werp  now  in  exile  at  Turin,  and  the  ariftocr^ts 
both  in  and  out  of  the  kingdom  were  confederating 
with  foreign  princes  to  effedt  a  counter  revolution. 
Aware  that  the  king  was  confidered  by  their  adver- 
faries  as  a  prifoner,  and  that  his  a&s  could  in  that 
fuppofition  be  no  longer  binding,  than  the  compul- 
fion  lafted,  they  endeavoured  to  procure  from  him 
an  approbation  of  their  proceedings  which  {hould 
appear  voluntary;  they  attempted  to  prevail  on 
his  mild  and  compliant  difpofition,  to  come  to  the 
aflembly  and  explicitly  declare  himfelf  the  head  of 
the  revolution,  and  fatisfied  with  all  their  proceed- 
ings ;  but  this  application  his  Majefty  refolutely 
fefyfed.  Finding  the  king  inflexible,  the  republi- 
cans diffeminated  reports  of  new  plots  and  con- 
^piracies,  for  refcuing  Louis  from  his  prefent  fitua- 
tion.  To  deter  ariftocrats  and  loyalifts  from  fuch  an 
attempt,  it  was  very  frequently  declared  in  common 
ponvg-fation,  and  in  the  clubs,  that  an  endeavour  to 
extricate  the  king  would  certainly  produce  his  death. 
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The  queen  was  very  openly  and  loudly  threatened  chap. 
as  the  inftigator  of  his  majefty's  refufal ;  the  benign-   Sm00tsr^j 
ant  Louis  from  tendernefg  for,  his  wife  and  children      l79°« 
was  induced  to  make  a  conceffion,  which  no  appre- 
henfions  for  his  perfonal  fafety  could  have  extorted; 
and  he  repaired    to   the   national   affembly,   and 
fpoke  to  the  purport  defired  by  the  republicans. 
The  democratic  party  feeing  the  anti-republicans  civic  oath, 
overwhelmed  with  difmay  by  the  atfjuiefcence  of 
the  king,  refolved  to  take  advantage  of  the  confter- 
nation,  and  iffued  a  decree  obliging  every  member 
to  take  a  newly  devifed  civic  oath,  under  the  penalty 
of  exclufion  from  ■  voting  in  the  affembly.     They 
now  published  a  general  addrefs  to  the  nation,  Hat- 
ing their  afts  ajid  meafures  for  the  fake  of  public 
liberty,  and  their  farther  intentions  in  order  to  com- 
plete the  great  work  of  regenerating  France.     Va- 
rious tumults  having  arifen,  and  murders  and  other 
outrages  having  been  committed  both  at  Paris  and 
Veffailles,  the  ringleaders  were  feized  and  punifhed 
by  the  affembly,  which  with  confiderable  vigour 
chaftifed  fuch  riots  and  difordqrs,  as  did  not  promote 
its  own  purpofes.  Having  again  re-eflablifhed  nearly 
as  much  quietnefs  as  they  wanted,  and  attained  their 
objeft  from  the  king,   they  refumed  the  affairs  of 
the  clergy.     In  February,  they  fu}>  defied  all  mo- 
nadic eftablilhments,   and  for  ever  confiscated  the 
lands.     By^nother  decree  in  April,  they  forfeited  scheme  for 
all  the  territorial  poffeffions  of  the  church,  for  the  *™  f'oiu'of 
payment  of  the  public  debts,  but  generoufly  al-  l|'cc,e^y 
lowed  the  plundered  proprietors   a  fmall  annual   money, 
pittance  from  the  booty.      As  the  fpoils  were  not 
immediately  convertible  into  ready  money,  they  em- 
8*  ployed 
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c  ii  a  r.  ployed  them  as  pledges.  They  iffued  out  a  fpeclcs  of 
^-^^   notes  under  the  name  of  ajjignats^  being  affignments 
i7</*-      to  the  public  creditor  of  confifcated  property ;  and 
payable  to  bearer,  that  they  might  ferve  the  pur- 
pofe  of  a  bank  paper  currency.     About  this  time, 
they  began  to  affeft  an  imitation  of  the  Roman  re- 
public, and  adopting  its  phrafeology  with  one  of  its 
cuftoms,  decreed  that  mural  crowns  fliould  be  pub- 
licly prefented  to  the  conquerors  of  the  Baftile. 
Kuund.rfs         The  legillaturc  were  not  without  experiencing  in- 
;ke  mub.      conveniences  from  the  diffufion  of  their  own  doc- 
trines.    They  had  found  it  neceflary  to  idolize  tl*e 
mob ;  to  talk  of  the  majefty  of  the  people ;   their 
fupreme  authority ;  their  uncontroulable  fway  to 
which  all  things  muft  bend.    Thefe  ideas  with  the 
experience  of  their  own  force,  operating  on  the  ar- 
dent fancies  and  combuflible  paffions  of  the  French 
populace,  meetings,  clubs,  parties,  and  individuals 
confidered  themfelves  as  colle&ively  and  feparately, 
rulers  of  the  empire.     They  indeed  regarded  the 
national  afl'embly  as  a  neceflary,  legiflative,  and  exe- 
cutive organ,  but  fubjeft  to  their  own  general  and 
fupreme  controul.     As  force  was  the  great  fpring 
of  government,  the  foldiers  with  reafon  claimed  an 
important  fhare  in  the  direction  of  affairs ;  and  by 
the  laws  of  equality  deemed  themfelves  exempted 
from  every  degree  of  fubordmation  and  obedience, 
excepting  fo'  far  as  fuited  their  wifhes  or  convenience. 
Th«  Biniti-    Both  the  populace  and  foldiers  conceived,  that  by 
in/miiilar/   their  political  regeneration^  they  were  entitled  with- 
!t?iion!°f    0l>t  reftraint  to  gratify  every  paflion.     The  moft 
a&ive  of  the  revolutionary  leaders  had  fpared  no 
pains  to  banifti  from  the  people.,  that  falut^ry  mo- 
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derator  of  paffion,  the  chriftian  religion*.  In  extent  c  h^a  p. 
of  defpotic  power,  the  French  mob  equalled  the  v^^v-^> 
Turkifh  fultan;  the  army  the  Janiffaries  ;  and  the  ,79l\. 
national  affembly  the  Divan,  defpotic  under  the 
tlefpot  and  his  foldiers,  but  totally  dependant  upon 
thefe  for  its  own  fway.  But  the  horrible  tyranny  of 
Turkifh  rule  was  mitigated  by  the  Alcoran,  whereas 
the  defpotic  licence  of  France  was  devoid  of  any 
fuch  correftive.  A  gTeat  portion  of  the  vulgar  both 
civil  and  military  were  rank  infidels.  Thus  deftitute 
of  moral  reftraint,  all  the  energy  of  a  moft  ingenious 
people,  ail  the  French  force  and  verfatility  of  intel- 
lect and  temberament,  were  the  inftruments  of  mo- 
raj  depravity*  A  great  objefl:  of  the  republicans  in 
the  affembly  had  uniformly  been  to  identify  in  the 
opinion  of  the  civil  and  military  vulgar,  their  interefts 
and  views  with  their  own ;  and  like  other  dema- 
gogues, while  they  profeffed  to  admit  the  rabble  as 
their  aflbciates,  really  to  employ  them  as  their  tools, 
and  they  in  a  great  meafure  accomplifhed  their  pur- 
pofe.  There  was  under  the  dire&ion  of  the  national  ' 
affembly,  an  army  much  more  numerous  than  ever 
had  been  commanded  by  the  French  monarchs. 

Many  of  the  nobility,  as  we  have  feen,had  been  the 
zealous  votaries  of  reform,  while  they  conceived  it 
tending  to  limited  freedom  and  limited  monarchy. 
But  they  had  always  been  deficient  in  point  of  concert; 

*  Mirabeau  laid  it  down  as  an  axiom  in  the  faience  of  politics* 
that  if  they  would  have  an  effectual  reform,  they  mail  begin  by 
expelling  chriftianity  from  the  kingdom.  This  roa*im  was 
loudly  praifcd,  and  generally  followed  by  the  republican  par- 
fiaaM.  ' 
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chap,  by  fuffering  feparate  and  fubordinate  views  to  occupy 
their  attention,  they  had  facilitated  the  progrefs  of  re- 
publicanifm.  They  had  already  felt  the  fatal  efFe&s 
of  difunion,  among  the  opponents  of  jacobinifkn  mili- 
litant,  they  ^yere  deftined  to  feel  them  more  feverely 
^cu,oU»f    ^TOm  jacobinifm  triumphant.  There  was  in  the  pro- 
icvMjrand     ceedings  of  the  French  democrats,  a  ftrange  mix- 
*u«t.         tyre  of  ridiculous  levity  with  the  moft  ferious  ini- 
quity.    Paris  at  this  time  overflowed  with  adven- 
turers from  all  countries.  Among  thefe  was  a  Pruf- 
fian  of  the  name  of  Clootz  *,  who  having  left  his 
own  country  forrreafons  recorded  in  the  journals  of 
the  police,  had  reforted  to  Paris,  and  affuming  the 
name  of  the  antient  Scythian  fage,  Anacharfis,  fet 
up  as  a  philofopher,  and  by  his  le&ures  inftrufted 
the  Parifians.  But  not  having  hitherto  attained  noto- 
'  riety  equal  to  his  ambition,  he  bethought  himfelf  of 
the  following  expedient  to  become  confpicuous: 
colle&ing  a  great  number  of  his  companions  and 
other  vagabonds  who  fwarmed  about   the  ftreets, 
and  hiring  all  the  foreign  and  grotefque  dreffes  from 
the  opera  and  play-houfes,  he  bedecked  his  retinue ; 
and  proceeding  to  the  national  affembly,  he  intro- 
cioor^am-  duced  his  followers,  as  ftrangers  arrived  from  all 
from  tile      countries  of  the  globe,  being  the  virtual  ambaffa- 
~lkr!lT     dors  of  all  thofe  enflaved  nations  who  wiflied  to  be 
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free,  and  were  therefore  difpofed  to  enter,  into 
fraternity  with  France,  for  the  glorious  purpofe  of 
eflablifhing  univerfal  liberty.  This  deputation  was 
moft  gracioufly  received  by  the  affembly,  of  which 
it*  being  evening  fitting,  many  of  the  members  were 

#  Otridge's  Annual  Regitfer,  p.  148. 
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in  a  condition  t  fuited  to  a  frolic.     The  legiflature  chap, 
after  fome  decrees  and  refolutions  fuifiafcle  to  this   v-^-v-O 
contemptible  farce,  followed  their  deliberative  levity,      ,79a 
by  a  very  ferious  aft.     A  decree  was  propofed  for  Abolition 
the  abolition  of  titles,  and  hereditary  nobility,  with  hereditary 
all  the  heraldic  monuments,  which  would  recat  to  ^  tUy' 
defcendants  the  diftin&ion  and  merits  of  their  artcef- 
tors.     In  vain  the  nobles  oppofed  fo  hafty  and  vio- 
lent a  propofition,  it  was  immediately  paffed  into  a 
decree.     Thus  in  one  year,  the  national  affembly  Sammy 
crufhed  rank  and  diftin&ion,  confifcated  property,  within  *ue 
annihilated   hierarchy    and   ariftocracy,    left    mo-  yc"' 
narchy  only  an  empty  name,  and  perfe&ed  their 
levelling  efforts ;  they  now  propofed  that  the  14th  of 
July,  the  anniverfary  of  the  captured  baftile,  and  of 
the  birth  of  liberty,  fhould  be  folemnized  by  a  gene- 
ral confederation  of  Frenchmen,  pledging  themfelves 
to  maintain  the  new  conftitution,  and  to  bind  the 
king,  the  affembly,  and  the  people  civil  and  military     . 
in  one  general  fraternity.     This  fpe&acle  was  exhi-  Anmv«- 
bited  in  the  field  of  Mars,  appointed  to  be  called  j^n"!* 
ever  after,  the  field  of  confederation.     The  king,  ***  »4*»>  of 

'  "  .      Julv  m  tuc 

the  affembly,  the  people,  and  the  £rmy,  were  reci-  &dd  of 
procaily  fworn.    The  fame  oath  was  taken  the  fame 
day  through  the  whole  kingdom. 

Mr.  Neckar  friendly  as  he  had  been  to  the  popu- 
lar fide,  difapproved  very  highly  of  the  late  demo- 
cratical  proceedings,  and  efpecially  the  confiscations. 
Being  now  received  with  great  negleft  and  difplea- 

t  Drunkennefs,  a  vice  formerly  fo  little  known  in  France,  was 
We  the  revolution  become  extremely  prevalent  even  among  t\# 
lawgivers.     Annual  Regiftcr. 
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fure,  and  bang  apprehenfive  c£  his  perfonal  fafety, 
he  quitted  the  kingdom,  and  retired  to  Switzerland. 
,7*°-  In  profecuting  their  fyftem  of  reform,  the  aflembly 
thought  it  expedient  to  render  the  clergy  ftill  more 
dependant  on  their  will.  They  accordingly  paffed 
a/lecree,  impofing  on  clergymen  a  new  oath,  by 
which  they  were  bound  to  fubmit  to  the  conftitu- 
tion  as  decreed  by  the  affembly,  in  all  cafes  what- 
Frifcrai       ever.     This  oath  was  a  direft  breach  of  the  oath 

■nth 

taken  at  ordination;  and  great  numbers  of  the 
clergy  refufed  tf>  fwear  contrary  to  their  engage- 
ments and  principles*  Ail  the  recufants  were 
immediately  eje&ed  from  their  benefices ;  and  their 
p/c^dingf  livings  filled  by  others.  Thus  a  republican  affem- 
»gftintt        biy  endeavoured  to  force  mens  confeiences  to  be 

"ho'e  who  ' 

re/ufed  it.  guided  by  its  decrees,  and  not  fatisfied  with  exer- 
cifing  tyranny  over  perfons  and  property,  attempted 
by  the  fame  defpotifm  to  enchain  their  minds. 

Retain.  This  year  the  French  revolution  began  to  be  bet- 

ter underftood  in  Britain,  and  to  produce  more  defi- 
nite and  fpecific  opinions,  either  of  approbation  or 
cenfure,  or  of  a  mixture  of  both.  Many  Britons 
ftill  continued  upon  Britifh  principles  to  admire  the 
French  revolution,  and  though  they  regretted  the 
exceffes  which  had  accompanied  its  operations,  yet 
expected  that  the  violence  would  fubfide,  and  that 
a  fyftem  of  rational  and  beneficial  liberty  would  be 
eftablifhed.  They  faw  that  the  plan  of  polity 
would  confiderably  deviate  from  the  Britifh  confu- 
tation. The  greater  number  of  literary  men  con- 
tinued to  favour  the  changes,  and  imputed  the 
enormities  to  the  vitiating  fyften*  of  government 

under 
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under  which  the  French  had  folong  lived,  joined  with   chap, 
theenthufiafm  of  new  liberty.    But  the  mod  experi-  i^^-O 
enced  and  difcriminating  of  philofophical  politicians  Thcf^°*  b 
perceived  that  the  Gallic  revolution  in  its   nature,  revolutions 
principles,  and  effe&s,  was  different  from  any  former  under***!, 
cafe,  and  avoided  unqualified  opinions  concerning 
either  its  merits,  or  probable  duration.     They  con- 
fidered  it  as  a  compofuion  of  extraordinary  phe- 
nomena, not  yet  fufficiently  inveftigated  to  become 
the  foundation  of  a    juft  theory ;    but  they  faw 
that,  the  rapidity  of  French  change  far  exceeded 
the  progreflive  variations  of  circumftances,  and  the 
human  character*.     Writers  of  genius  and  erudi-  M.ycikror 
tion  attached  to  certain  vifionary  principles  and  doc-   favL17rh« " 
trines,  prized  the  French  revolution  more  for  its  "j'*^eh7' 
particular  afts  and  innovations,  than  for  the  general  c*n["T  *-* 
affertion  of  liberty ;   and  celebrated  mod  highly 
thofe  meafures  which  overthrew  hierarchy,  reduced 
monarchy,  and  degraded  ariftocracy.      Diffenters 
of  very  high  literary  reputation,   and  unimpeached 
private  chara&er,  were  fo  tranfported  by  their  pecu- 
liar  do&rines  and  fentiments,  as  to  pvaife  the  law- 
iefs  violence  of  the  Parifian  mob,  and  the  abduction 
of  the  royal  family  in  'triumph,  becaufe  thefe  a&s 
tended  to  overthrow  the  exifting  orders ;   and  even 
recommended  the  example  of  the  French  to  the 
imitation  of  the  Englifh.      The  able  and  eminent 
Dr.  Price,  and  his  many  votaries  in  civil  and  reli- 
gious diflent,  manifefted  in  1790,  an  unqualified 
admiration  of  the  French  changes,  and  propofed  a 
clofe  connexion  between    the    revolutionifts    of 

*  See  Dr.  WUUam  Thornton**  leite?  to  Dr.  Parr. 
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chap.  France,  and  the  people  of  England.    Certain  mem- 
k^v^j  bers  of  parliament,  at  the  head  of  whom  was  Mr. 
»79°.     -Fox,  continued  to  admire  the  principles  of  the 
French  revolution,  as  tending  eventually  to  pro- 
duce a  moderate  and  rational  liberty,  that  would  in 
time  fit  the  circumftances  and  character  of  the  peo- 
Mr.  Pitt      p!e,  and  promote  the  tranquillity  of  Europe.     The 
frkLd?        great  minifterial  leaders,  cheriihing  the  principles  of 
^^iunof  conftitutional  liberty,  -could  not  reprobate  in  ano- 
ki*  mcriis.     ther  country  an  attempt  to  procure  that  bleffing, 
the  enjoyment  of  which  made  this  nation  profperous 
and  happy  ;  and  when  they  difcerned  the  peculiar 
nature  and  tendency  of  the  new  fyftem,  conceiving 
that  it  became  ftateftnen  lefs  to  fpeculate  than  to 
provide,  inftead  of  delivering  judgment  on  the  mea- 
fures  of  the  French,  vigilantly  watched   the  con- 
duft  of  Britons.     The  fentiments  of  the  minifter 
and  his  principal   fuppprters   conc;erniug  the  affairs 
of  France,  were  not  hitherto  declared.      The  firft 
open  -cenfurers  of  the  French  revolution,  were  cour- 
tiers, who  being  the  votaries  of  pageantry  and  (hew, 
under  a  kingly  government,  regarded  the  pomp  and 
ceremony  of  the  palace   morg  than  the  vigour  and 
efficacy  of  the  monarchy  j   who  regretted  Louis's 
*  lofs  of  royal  trappings  and  appendages,  more  than 
thefeizure  of  his  power ;  who  confidering  the  king's 
friends  arid  attendants  as  no   longer  enjoying  the 
balls  and  proceflions  of  Verfailles,   faw  grievances, 
which  being  thoroughly  conceived  by  their  fancies, 
could  attract  their   fympathetic   feelings.      But  a 
ferocious  confifcating  democracy,  overturning  reli- 
gion and  property,  did  not  equally  afFeft  their  fen- 
fibility,  becaufe  they  by  no  means  io  clearly  under- 

flood 
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ftdodthe  nature,  or  comprehended  the  extent  of  C^AP- 
the  evil.    One  cla&>  indeed,  eminent  for  ability  and  v^-v-^# 
learning,-  venerable  for  profeffion  and  aggregate      ??K 
chamber,  in  the  early  ftages  of  the  French  revo- 
lution, obferved  its  leading  principles  with  horror, 
and  its  condoft  with  dread.     The  <?lesrgy  augured  TUderg* 
ill  from  a  fyftem  guided  by  profeffed  infidels,  and  ££*** 
fympathizing  with  plundered  brethren,  beheld  pot  %££*& 
without  apprehenfion,  th$  contagion  of  confifcation  JjJtti#fJJv^ 
fo  very  near  themfelves.  ,  In  this  country,  they  i«fw»«r 
knew  there  were  men  as  willing  to  plunder  thqf   ?  \  * 
church  as  the  moft  rapacious revolutionifts  of  Paris* 
But  though  they  difapproved  of  the  French  fyft$m^ 
they  did  not  deem  it  expedient  to  declare  an  alarm. 
Such  an  avowal,  they  thought,  might  imply  an  im- 
putation of  difloyalty,  and  enmity  to  the  churchy 
which  could  not  be  juftly  charged  to  the  majority 
of  Britons.     Englifh  clergymen,  therefore,  did  not 
decry  the  revolution,   which  many  other  literary 
men  praifed. '     In   autumn   1790,    the  declared 
fenriments  of  Britons,  with  feveral  modifications, 
were  on  the  whole  favourable  to  the  French  revo- 
lution.   One.  man,  however,  was  deftined  to  effect  i**^ 
a  fpeedy  and  important  change.     Edmund  Burke,  $e  fubjett 
having  formed  and   delivered   in  parliament  the 
opinions  already  recorded,  with  increasing  anxiety 
continue^  to  beftow  the  clofeft  attention  on  revo- 
lutionary proceedings.    He  had  many  correfpond- 
ents  at  Paris,  of  different  nations,  abilities,  and 
fenriments.     Through  them  he  completed  his  ac- 
quaintance with  the  French  fyftem.    While  attends 
p^  td*ks*  progrefs,   and  its  operation  within  the 
country  whi^h  it  immediately  affe&ed,  he  carried 
-Vf*;V.  "  "     M         .  hit 
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fc»~«fa*C  to  theimpreffwn  that  it  had  made  fo.fait 
owtt  country.  -  Pfenetratinginto  the  various  grounds 
of  the  pnufe  which  it  had  procured  m  England*  his 
fcgarity  perfectly  diftinguHhed  jbetweea  thofe  who 
lejcriced  .at  what  they  conceived  the  emancipation 
of  France,  and  thofe  wjio  in  the  deftru&ion  of  the 
6rctei*s,  and  forfeiture  of  property,  found  a  model 
which  they  wiihed  to  be .  copied  in  England*  In 
cartfidering.  the  admirfr*  and  fupporters  of  the 
Frepch  revolution,  he, .  from  the  authority  of  Dr* 
trice  among  his  votaries,  apprehended  that  the  late 
promulgation  of  that  gentleman's  political  opinions 
iftz  fermon,  tnight  be  very  hurtful,  unlefs  precau- 
tions were  ufed  to  expofe  the  tendency  of  his  doc* 
trines.  To  convince  mankind,  efpecially  Britons* 
that  the  French  revolution  did  not  tend  to  meliorate 
but  to  deprave  the  human  chara&er,  to  promote 
happinefs,  but  to  produce  mifery,  to  be  imitated 
and  copied,  but  to  be  reprobated  and  abhor* 
red,  .Mr.  Burke  compofed  and  publiflied  hi? 
work.  .  To  eftabliih  his  pofition,  he  analyzed  thq 
intellectual  principles  by  which  the  revolutionists 
reafoasd  ;  the  religious,  moral,  and  political  prin- 
ciples fey, which  the  revolutionists  a£fced ;  and  con* 
tended  that  the  effects  which  had  proceeded,  and 
were  proceeding,  were  natural  and  neceffary  con- 
fequenpee  .of  the  principles  and  do&rines.  He 
pfcedi&ed  the  completion  of  anarchy  and  mifery 
from  the  progreffive  enormity  of  the  French  fyftem. 
Erofcitfid  wifdom,  folid  and  beneficial  philofophy, 
«&&r$§d  by  all  the  powers  of  Mr.  Burke's  eloquence, 
produced  a  very  great  change  in  public,  opiriion. 

Frcm  jh&tiiaf  .way  **»  of  *^t^.te&ri^.&& 
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political  coofideration,  openly  declared  fenuaieats 
unfavourable  to  the  French  revolution*  The  no- 
bility, with  few  exceptions,  were  apprehenfive  of  ,7,0k  ' 
the  dange*  which  awaited  their  order  if  French 
principles  became  prevalent  in  Great  Britain^  The 
clergy  publicly  teftified  the  opinion  which  they  before 
held,  Minifters,  cautious  as  they  were  in  avowing  and  eflvas, 
any  fentimehts  concerning  the  French  revolution-, 
did  not  conceal  the  high  eftimation  in  which  they 
held  Mr.  Burke's  production.  The  public  opinion, 
which  at  firft  had  been  fo  extremely  favourable  to 
the  French  revolution,  was  at  the  end  of  1790 
greatly  divided. 

The  moft  important  tranfa&ions  belonging  to  the 
internal  hiftory  of  Britain  in  the  recefs  of  1 7904 
was  the  general  ele&ion.  The  contefts  were  net,' 
however,  carried  on  with  the  violence  of  former  • 
times.  The  country  was  in  a  ftate  of  progreffive, 
and  rapidly  augmenting  profperity ;  the  minifter  pof* 
fefled  the  public  confidence,  and  no  great  political 
queftion  agitated  the  public  mind.  The  cle&ion,  General 
which  was  moft  warmly  diiputed,  did  not  owe  the 
conteft  to  the  contention  of  parties.  Of  the  ele&ive 
bodies  in  Great  Britain,  none  is  of  Importance  equal 
to  Weflminfter  j  the  feat  of  government,  the  royal 
family,  and  for  half  the  year  the  principal  nobility  and 
gentry :  hence  there  had  ufually  been  a  very  warm 
competition  in  this  city.  The  difpute  in  1788  be- 
tween Lord  Hood  and  Lord  John  Townfend,  had 
been  carried  on  with  extreme  eagernefs  on  both 
fides ;  and  with  an  expence  calculated  to  have  ex- 
ceeded eyen  the  coftly  election  of  1784.  It  was 
tacitly  pnderftood  between  th*  tWo  parties,  that  at  the 
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general  ele&ion  there  fhould  be  no  Cooteft,  but  that 
Lord  Hood  and  Mr,  Fox  Jhould  be  jointly  chofen* 
This  apparent  determination  was  reprefented  to  many 
ele&ors  of  Weftminlter,  as  a  coalition  between  the 
candidates  to  infure  themfelves  the  choice,  and  thus 
deceive  the  inhabitants.  Mr.  Home  Tooke  a  gentle- 
man of  great  and  deferred  literary  eminence,  and 
alfo  of  very  confpicuous  political  conduft,  which  was 
varioufly  interpreted,  propofed  himfelf  as  the  repre- 
fentative;  he  difavowed  all  connexion  with   any 
party,  and  affuming  an  independent  tone,  procured 
a  refpe&able  number  of  fupporters  ;  he  every  day 
exhibited  from  the  huttings  a  feries  of  acute  and 
poignant  obfervation ;  clear,  dire£t,  and  vigorous 
reafoning,  not  unworthy  of  being  oppofed  to  the 
vehement  and  forcible  oratory  of  his  illuftrious  com- 
petitor ;    his  efforts   however   were  unfucccftful.         i 
Though  there  were  feveral  difputfcd  ele&ions,  yet        | 
there  was  none  that  attra&ed  fo  much  attention  as        I 
the  poll  for  Weftminfter,  in  which  Home  Tooke        j 
was  pitched  againfl  Charles  James  Fox. 
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CHAP.   XLVI. 

Meeting  of  the  new  parliament.— Convention  with  Spain  is 
approved  by  parliament* — Expences  of  the  late  armament.— 
Unclaimed  dividends. — Meafures  of  Britain  for  reprejftng 
the  ambition  of  Ruffia—fubmitted  to  parliament — Mr.  Fox 
Qppofes  hqftilities  with  Ruffta— argument  of  Mr.  Pitt  on  the 
importance  of  Oczakow—  principle  of  Britijh  interference  in 
continental  politics — hoftilities  with  RuJJia  unpopular  through 
the  nation— war  with  Rujfta  avoided. — New  conftitution  of 
Canada —political principles  introduced  into  the  difcuffton.— 
Mr.  Fox  incidentally  mentions  the  French  revolution — 
Mr.  Burke  inveighs  againjl  that  events  and  the  new  confti- 
tution —  Mr.  Fox  explains  the  extent  and  bounds  of  his  ap- 
probation—declares  the  Britijh  conftitution  the  beft  for  this 
country— quotes  Mr.  Burke's  fpceches  and  writings  favour- 
abk  to  liberty— rupture  between  thefe  friends,  and  their  final 
feparation.—^ueJHon^  whether  impeachments  by  the  Com- 
mons before  the  Lords,  abate  with  the  dijolution  of  parlia- 
ment—precedents  and  arguments  for  and  againjl— determi- 
nation of  the  boufe  that  impeachments  do  not  abate  by  a  dif- 
folution. — Liberty  of  the  prefs — motion  of  Mr.  Fox  for 
afcertaining  and  declaring  the  law  of  libels,  and  bill  for  that 
purpofe — arguments  for  and  againjl — poftponed  for  thepre- 
fenty  but  is  afterwards  pa/fed  into  a  law— State  and  con- 
duel  of  theEnglifb  catholics— they  renounce  the  moft  dange- 
rous moral  and  politico/ doclrines  of  popery.' — motion  for  their 
relief— modified  and  corretled  by  Dr.  Horfeley,  it  is  paffed 
into  n  law.'— Petition  of 'the  church  of  Scotland  refpeiling 
the  teft  act— is  rejected.— Full difcuffton  oftheflave  trade — 
motion  of  Mr.  Wilberforce  for  the  abolition — arguments  for 
and  againjl — continuance  of  the  trade  defended  on  the 
grounds  of  humanity,  juftice9  and  expediency—MeJfrs.  Pitt 
and  Fox  agree  in  fupporting  the  abolition-— the  motion  is 
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negatived. — Settlement  at  Sierra  Leone. — Finance. — Sup* 
plies. — Indian  finance. — Trial  of  Ha/ling r,  evidence  for 
the  profectttion  clofed — impreffive  fpeech  of  the  defendant. r-- 
Sejjion  fifes. 


CHAP. 

xlvi. 
\    1790. 

M«cting  of 
the  new 
parliament. 


Convention 
with  Spain 
ii  approved 
t>y  parlia- 
ment. 


'TThe  Britifh  parliament  opened  the  26th  of  No-* 
vember j  and  his  majefty  dated  that  the  difc 
pute  between  this  country  and  Spain  had  been 
brought  to  an  amicable  termination*  The  firft 
fubjett  of  parliamentary  confideration  was  the  con» 
vention  *  with  the  Catholic  king.  In  a  queftion 
(concerning  an  injury,  the  great  objetts  to  be  re* 
garded  were  reparation  for  the  paft,  and  prevention 
of  future  aggreflion.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  according 
to  oppofition,  the  reftitution  promifed  was  incom- 
plete, and  the  promifes  were  not  performed.  Be- 
fore the  commencement  of  the  difpute,  we  had 
pofleffed  and  exercifed  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  as  well  as  the  right  of  fifliing  in  die 
South  Seas,  without  reftriftion.  But  the  admiffion 
of  a  part  only  of  thefe  rights  was  all  that  had  beta 
obtained  by  the  convention.  Formerly  we  had 
claimed  the  privileges  of  fettling  in  any  part  of 
fouth  or  north- weft  America,  from  which  we  were 
not  precluded  by  previous  occupancy.  Now,  we 
confentgd  to  limit  our  right  of  fettlement  to  certain 
places  only,  and  even  in  thefe  under  various 
reftriftions.  What  we  h?td  retained  was  vague  ind 
undefined,  and  consequently  liable  to  be  again  difc 
puted.  We  had  referved  what  was  infignificant  to 
pujfelves,  and  refigne^  what  was  very  beneficial  to 


f  See  pgc  12?  of  this  volume, 
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Spain*     To  thefe  arguments  minifters  aufwered;  cvVy^p' 
if  we  had  not  acquired  new  rights,  we  had  obtained  v-^v*^ 
new  advantages.      Before  the  convention,  Spain      I79°* 
had  denied  our  right  to  the  fouthern  whale  fiihery, 
and  to  navigate  the  Pacific  Ocean j  but  now  fhe  had 
ratified  thofe  claims.     In  the  convention,  the  wif- 
dom  and  energy  of  minifters  had  vindicated  the . 
honpur  of  the  Britifli  flag,  preferved  the  rights  of 
private  citizens,,  and  eftablifhed  the  glory  of  the 
Bririflx  name  over  all  the  world,  without  fhe#ding 
a  drop  of  blood.      On  thefe  grounds  the  majority, 
in  both  houfes  approved  of  the  terms  of  the  adjufc-: 
ment.     The  liquidation  of  the  expences  incurred  Jf  STuw 
by  the  late  armament,  the  minifter  propofed  to  fepa*  ^mamcm. 
rate  from  the  general  financial  arrangements,  for 
the  feafon ;  and  to  pay  off  in  four  years  the  incum- 
brances now  incurred,  by  a  diftinft  plan  of  finance* 
Thefirftrefourcewasthe  balanceof  the  public  money* 
which  had  accumulated  in  the  hands  of  the  bank  of 
England  from  unclaimed  dividends*.  The  bank  was 
agent  for  the  public  y  received  an  adequate  allow- 
ance for  its  fervices,  and  was  therefore  not  entitled  tt    * 
to  retain  a  balance  greater  than  the  probable  de- 
mand.     Since  public  creditors  forbore  pun&ually  S?wS5S* 
demanding  their  intereft,  not  the  bank,  who  were 
agents  for  tfye  payment  of  that  intereft,  but  the  na- 
tion, their  employers,-  fhould  profit  by  that  forbear- 
ance,   The  balance  had  been  gradually  increafing 

*  Many  of  the  public  creditors  had  omitted  to  demand  tbq'r 
dividend*  when  due  J  the  money,  therefore,  iffued  for  their 
payment,  was  ufed  by  the  bank  until  the  proprietors,  (hould 
4cn#nd. the  payment,  <%* 

M4  from 
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front  the  year  1727,  and  sow  amounted  to 
£  660,000.  Of  this  iiim  the  minifter  moved  that 
,79°'  iC  5°°tOOO  fhould  be  applied  to  the  public  fervfce, 
and  thaf the  creditors  fhould  have  fecurities  m  the 
.  confblidated  fund  for  payment,  whenever  the  de« 
mand  fhould  be  made.  In  addition  to  this  fum* 
he  propofed  temporary  duties  upon  fugar,  Britffh 
fpirits,  brandy,  rum,  malt,  affeffed  taxes,  and  bills 
of  exchange.  Mr.  Fox,  and  fome  other  members, 
obje&ed  to  the  minifter's  proportion  as  unjuft  to 
public  creditors,  and  alfo  unfair  to  the  bank.  But 
it  appearing  to  the  majority  of  both  houfes.that  the 
creditors  pofleffed  the  fame  fecurity  of  prompt  pay* 
inent  as  before,  and  that  no  injury  could  accrue  to 
an  agent  from  his  employer  withholding  money 
which  was  not  neceffary  to  the  tranfa&ions  which 
he  was  appointed  to  manage :  notwithftanding  va- 
rious petitions  from  the  bank,  deprecating  the  appli- 
cation, a  bill  agreeable  to  .the  minxfterts  proje& 
was  paficd  into  a  law1. 
arcafurtt  of  Th*  contcft  *rith  Spain  being  thus  concluded, 
™^  another  very  important  fubjed  of  foreign  politics 
th*»mw-  occupied  the  attention  of  parliament  At  the  con- 
*ial$  grefs  of  Reichenbach,  the  defenfive  alliance  had 
propofed  to  Ruffia  to  accede  to  the  peace  which 
Auftria  was  concluding,  and  that  all  conquefts 
fhould  be  reftored;  but  Catharine  conftantly 
replied,  that  fhe  would  admit  of  no  interference 
between  her  and  the  Turks*  Deprived,  however, 
of  the  affiftaneeof  Auftria,  in  theftrength  and  de* 
termination  of  the  allies*  fhe  law  the  impracticability 
6f  fubjugating  Turkey  for  the  prefeht,  and  now 
offered  to  reftore  all  her  acquifitions  by  the  war, 
W 5  *  txC€Pt 
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except  the  town  and  dependencies  of  Oczacow.  chap. 
This  pofieffion,  fhe  conceived,  would  on  the  one  v^-v- 
hand  fecure  her  dominions  againft  the  irruptions  of  S7*c 
the  Tartars,  and  on  the  other  command  an  entrance 
into  Turkey,  whenever  circumftances  fhould  prove 
more  favourable  to  the  execution  of  her  ambitions 
defigns.  The  allied  powers  perfe&fy  comprehend- 
ed theobje&s  of  Catharine,  and  deemed  them  in- 
compatible with  that  tranquillity  which  it  was  the 
purpofe  of  the  confederacy  to  infure.  There  was, 
befides,  an  unfriendly  difpofition  long  manifefted 
by  Ruffia  towards  Great  Britain.  During  our 
difficulties,  fhe  had  headed  a  confederation  for  the 
exprefs  purpofe  of  reducing  the  naval  power  of 
this  country.  When  the  commercial  treaty  between 
England  and  Ruffia  was  expired,  Catharine  not 
only  declined  renewal,  but  obliged  our  merchants 
to  pay  in  duties  twenty-five  per  cent  more  than  fhe 
exa&ed  from  other  countries,  though  they  gave 
half  a  year's  credit  for  their  exports,  and  were 
always  a  whole  year  in  advance  for  their  imports; 
At  the  fame  time  fhe  concluded  commercial  treaties 
with  France*  and  Spain,  on  terms  that  were  advan- 
tageous to  both  thefe  countries.  Such  indications 
of  enmity  to  this  country,  joined  to  her  ambitious 
proje&s,  ftrongly  impelled  the  Britifh  government 
to  prevent  the  encroachments  of  the  emprefs's 
court.  Britain  and  her  allies  ftill  adhered  to  their 
purpofe,  of  inducing  or  compelling  Catharine  la 
reftore  the  conqueft.  Finding  pacific  negotiations 
unavailing,  the  defenfive  alliance  projected  more 

'fcSfatifsfcn,  *n<JS*fw'«  liiiUryqf  Frederic WiHpm. 

effectual 
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c  Hi  *  effi^ual  in^erferejacc.    Haying  concerted-  forcible 
v^V^  inediatiqn  for  the  fecurity  of  Europe,  his  majefty,' 

fubmMd     on  *e  2J^  °*  Marc^>  ^ent  a  nieffage  to  both 
to  piriia-     houfes,  ftating  his  unfuccefsful  efforts  for  the  eft*. 

meat.  a  » 

blifhment  of  peace,  and  that  from  the  progrefs  of 
the  war j  confequences  fo  important,  might  arife,  as 
to  render  it.  neceflary  for  this  country  to  be  pre- 
pared  to  meet  them  by  an  augmentation  of  our  naval 
Mr.  Fox  force.'  The  meffage  coming  under  confideratioa 
ffiftict  of  Parliament,  Mr.  Fox  oppofed  hoftile  interference 
w«h  Ruffia.  ^n  ^  f0uowjng  grounds :  all  wars  were  to  Bri* 
tain  unwife,  as  well  as  unjuft,  that  did  not  originate 
in  felf-defence.  Top  much  latitude  was  given  to 
the  conftru&ion  of  defenfive  alliances,  and  treaties 
comprehended  under  that  denomination  had  at 
prefent  a  very  ofFenfive  tendency.  By  including 
in  the  obje&s  of  defenfive  remittance  not  only  aftual, 
and  even  probable,  but  poflible  injury,  the  pro* 
fetfed  defenders  of  Europe  propofed  to  carry  on 
war  wherever  they  thought  it  expedient  to  any  of 
the  confederates.  We  had  received  no  injury  from 
Ruffia  that  could  juftify  hoftilities :  her  demands 
upon  Turkey  could  not  fo  materially  affe&  Great 
£ritain  as  to  render  a  Woody  and  expenfive  war 
prudent  to  prevent  their  attainment :  expediency 
as  well  as  juftice,,  forbade  war  with  a  power  which 
neither  dire&ly  attacked  Britain,  nor  pjirfued  any 
other  object  by  which  flie  could  be  endangered : 
the  prefent  plan  of  minifters^tended  merely  to  fecund 
the  ambitious  policy  of  Proffia,  in  whqfe  intrigues 
and  projefts  we  were  lately  become  too>much  in- 
volved :  Was  the  prote&ion  of  a  barren  diftri& 
in  the  tavtarous  Mcefies  f^Taftwy,  *  »a&>nf©r 
'  .  expofing 
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expofing  Great  Britain  to  the  arils  of  war?  Was*  c1Sy,p# 
our  trade  with  Ruffia,  which  employed  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty  fliips,  trained  in  that  hardening  fer- 
vice  thoufands  of  feamen,  afforded  materials  for 
our  manufactures  to  the  amount  of  two  millions 
fterling,  received  our  manufa&ured  goods  of  more 
than  a  million,  and  yielded  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  to  our  revenue,  to  be  all  foregone  for  the 
fake  of  a  Turkifh  fortrefs  ?  Even  were  Ruffia  to 
fucceed  in  conquering  Turkey,  inftead  of  becoming 
more  formidable  to  her  neighbours,  flie  would 
become  weaker,  and  fpread  over  a  more  extenfive 
furface.  Could  wifdom  and  policy  juftify  Britain 
in  going  to  war,  for  preferving  an  empire  inhabited 
by  a  barbarous  and  favage  race,  habitually  con- 
ne&ed  with  pur  rival ;  a  race  that  for  the  fake 
of  religion,  humanity,  civilization,  and  com- 
merce, ought  to  be  exterminated  from  the  continent 
of  Europe*. 

Minifters  argued  that   the  aggrandizement  of  Argument! 
Ruffia,  and  the  depreflion  of  Turkey,  would  in-  on  the  in- 
jure both   our  commercial  and  political  interefts..  ocmcow?* 
While  Ruffia  was  confined  to  the  Baltic,  her  naval 
exertions  would  be  inconfiderable ;  but  if  her  fleet 
were  fuffered  to  range  through  the  Mediterranean, 
fhe  would  become  a  great  maritime  power,  and  a 
formidable    rival.       The    poffeffion  of  Oczakow 
would  facilitate  not  only  the  acquifition  of  Con- 
ftantinople*  but  of  Alexandria,  and  all  lower  Egypt. 
The  objefl;  of  Britain  in  oppofing  Ruffia  was  con- 
formable to  her  general  policy  in  continental  inter* 

f  S$e  parliamentary  reports/  1791. 

;  fereace. 
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c- h  a  p.  ference.    Britain  had  herfelf  no  ambitious  end  to 
v^-v-^  purfue  ;  we  had  nothing  to  gain ;  we  wifhed  only  to 
u  ,T9,# .    remain  as  we  were  ;  our  alliances  could  only  have 
the  tendency  of  maintaining  the  balance  of  power. 
Principle  of  It  was  known  to  Europe,  that  our  principles  were 
terf^Tin  !**>&*•     Standing  on  the  high  eminence  which 
continental    we  occupied,  we  exerted  our  power  only  for  the 
maintenance  of  peace.    It  was  a  glorious  diftindion 
for  England,  that,  placed  on  a  pinnacle  of  pro- 
fpcrity,  having  in  her  refources  and  power  fuch 
motives  to  ambition,  fhe  exerted  her  ftrength  not 
as  the  difturber,  but  the  prote&or  of  her  neigh- 
bours t:  this  had  ever   been  her  chara&er  and 
principle.      In  endeavouring  to  reprefs  Ruffia,  flie 
purfued  the  fame  line  of  conduct  which  (he  had 
always  chofen. 

The   fupreme    dire&or    of  a    free    country* 

and    efpecially    of    Great    Britain,    is    public 

Hostilities     OPINION.      The  forcible  eloquence  of  Mr.  Fox, 

^pLjutaf1  coinciding*  with  the  immediate  interefts  of  mer- 

tiiroush  the  chants  and  manufacturers,  imprefled  thofe  bodies 

of  men  very  powerfully.      Their  fentiments  were 

rapidly  and  widely  diffufed  through  the  nation, 

and  rendered  the  people  in  general  inimical  to  a 

War  with     Ruffian  war.    Minifters,  feeling  the  due  and  con- 

wfcto!.      ftitutional  reverence  for  the  voice  of  the  people, 

fccrificed  their  own  counfels  and  meafures  to  di&ates 

fo  defervedly  authoritative.    Although  Britain  was 

thus  prevented  from  compelling  Ruffia  to  reftore 

the  key  of  Turkey,  yet  it  was  the  energy  of  the 

*  Sec  fpecchce  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Grenrille.     Pvli* 
sientary  Report*. 

.    f  Speech  of  Mr.  GrenviHe. 

defenfive 
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defenflve  alliance  which  induced  Cath&risfe-to'relin*  cx»^  p- 
quiih  all  the  other  acquifitions  of  the  war.  v^v-^ 

The  ckcumftances  of  one  of  our  provinces  called  Ke^0fn. 
on  parliament  to  frame  a  new  conftitutkmal  code,  ftuution  «t 
that  required  difcuflions  at  all  times  important, 
but  peculiarly  momentous  when  they  were  com* 
btoed  with  die  queftions  which  from  the  French 
revolution  agitated  the  public  mind.  After  the 
acquifitkm  of  Canada,  a  proclamation,  as  we  have 
feen*,  had  been  iffued  by  his  majefty,  promifing 
that  meafures  ihould  be  adopted  for  extending  to 
that  country  the  benefit  of  the  Britilh  conftitution. 
Encouraged  by  this  afturance,  many  Britifii  fubje&s 
had  fettled  in  die  new  province ;  and  in  confequence 
of  the  American  revolution,  great  numbers  of 
royalifts  had  emigrated  into  a  country  fo  near  to 
their  own*  and  which  contained  inhabitants  of  con- 
genial principles  and  (entiments ;  thefe  readily 
coalefced  with  the  Britilh  fettlers,  and  joined  them 
in  frequent  applications  to  remipd  government  of 
the  royal  promife.  The  native  Canadians  readily 
admitted  the  excellence  of  the  Britifli  conftitution  ; 
but  deprecated  its  unqualified  extenfion  to  them- 
felves,  as  tending  to  interfere  with  privileges  which 
they  had  inherited  from  their  anceftorsl  The 
Canadian  noblefie,  efpecially,  enjoyed  many  feudal 
rights  and  immunities,  which  they  feared  the  in- 
troduction of  a  new  form  of  government  might 
infringe  or  aboliih.  The  minifter,  confidering  the 
dhrerfity  of  charader,  fentiment,  cuftoms,  and 
privileges,  between  the  French  Canadians  on  the 

*  Sec  vol.  L 
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Cxlvi*  onc  ^^9  thfe  Britifli  and  Anglo-American  colo* 
\-^v-0  nifts  on  the  other,  propofed  a  Separate  legiftature  to 
,79T"  each,  that  might  be  beft  fuked  to  their  refpeftive 
interefts,  and  focial  fituation.  With  this  view  he 
purpofed  to  divide  Canada  into  two  di(tin&  pro- 
vinces, tipper  and  lower ;  and  introduced  a  bill 
for  this  arrangement,  and  for  the  eftabUfliment  of 
cfiftinft  legiflatures.  The  divifion  was  to  feparate 
the  parts  which  were  chiefly  inhabited  by  French 
Canadians,  from  recent  fettlers.  For  each  of  the 
provinces,  a  legiflative  council  was  to  be  hereditary, 
or  for  life,  at  the  option  of  the  king ;  and  a  provin- 
cial aflembly  was  to  be  chofen  by  freeholders  pof- 
fefling  lands  worth  forty  fhillings  of  yearly  rent,  or 
renters  of  houfes  paying  ten  pounds  in  fix  months. 
The  provincial  parliament  was  to  be  feptennial,  to 
aflemble  at  leaft  once  in  a  year :  the  governor, 
reprefenting  the  fovereign,  might  refufe  his  fan&ion 
to  any  propofed  law,  until  the  final  determination 
of  Britain  were  known.  The  Britifh  government 
renounced  the  right  of  taxation,  and  though  it 
afferted  the  right  of  regulating  external  commerce, 
yet  left  the  impofts  to  the  provincial  legiflatures. 
All  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  whole  province  of 
Canada  at  prefent  in  force,  were  to  remain  valid 
until  they  fliould  be  altered  by  the  new  legislature. 
The  bill  pafled  through  both  houfes  without  any 
p©HHcai  material  alterations.  -But  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
SSced  ^ons  its  difcuflion  gave  -rife  to  a  debate  <?on- 
lulcuffioii.  cerning  the  French  revolution,  between  Meflrs. 
Burke  and  Fox,  who  refpeftively  delivered  their 
principles,  fentiments,  and  do&rines  on  this  mo- 
mentous fubjeft,   more  clearly,  fpecifically,  and 

categorically, 
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categorically,  titan  inr  the  difquifltfon  of  the  .former  <*&  a-  * 
year,  Iir  conftdering  the  constitution  which  the  legift  t^^o 
kture  ww  preparing  for  Canada,  Mr.  Fox  propofed  *79f* 
to  confer  as  much  freedom  at  was  poffibfy  confiftent 
with  the  ends  of  political  eftabltfbments,  inftead  of 
mere  fuitablenefs  to  any  exifting  form*  The  fcheme 
for  the  government  of  Canada  adhered,  he  con* 
cored,  too  clofely  to  the  Britifh  conftkution,  which 
though  the  moil  perfe&ly  adapted  to  the  charatter, 
habit,  and  circumftances  of  Britons,  was  not  the . 
beft  that  pofiibly  could  be  framed  for  any  cafe* 
The  United  States  in  North  America  would  have 
afforded  a  better  model,  more  fitted  both  to  the 
charft&er  and  fecial  filiation  of  the  Canadians,  than 
the  model  which  bad  been  followed.  Hereditary 
diftindions,  poffeffions,  and  powers,  ought  not  to 
be  abolifhed  where  they  had  been  long  eflabliflied  \ 
and  were  interwoven  with  the  manners  and  fimti-* 
ments  of  the  people,  as  well  as  the  laws*  ;  but  it 
was  unwife  to  create  them  in  countries  not  fit  for 
their  eftahtiJbment.  There  was  hot  in  Canada 
either  property  or  refpe&ability  fuflicicat.to  fupport 
an  hereditary  nobiBty.  Mr.  Pitt,  in  defending 
Ms  own  flan,  confined  himfelf  to  its  adaptation  to 
the  prdptfcd   ends,    and    without  entering  into 

•  Thefe  were  nearly  the  words  of  Mr.  Pox,  at  leaft  this  was 
certainly  the  fubftance,  as  appears  after  a  careful  companion  of 
the  fefcraA  reports  of  parliamentary  debates.  Yet  he  was  nttfc 
teprcfented  tfs  having  declared  him&lf,  without  qualification, 
the  enemy  of  hereditary  rank  and  diftinciionr  Far  was  hs 
fiom  afltrtiog  that  an  order  of  nobility  was  nfeWWin  any  cirw 
cumftancea  ;  lie  merely  declared  his  epinioa,  that  in  it*  prefeat 
ftttcit  did  oot  fait  Canada. 

abftraft 
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C%Lvi?m  abftraft  peculations  upon  government,  contended 
that  a  polity  formed  for  any  part  of  the  Brydfh 
dominions,  fLould  be  as  nearly  as  poffible  modelled 
according  to  the  Britifh  conftitution;   that  fuch 
being  h;s  objeft,  he  conceived  it  effe&ed  by  the 
prefent  fyftem  for  the  government  of  Canada.    In 
*J^*       the  reciprocation  of  debate,  Mr.  Fox  ftill  rtpro- 
meotioot      bated  the  council  of  nobles ;  faid  he  could  not 
evolution.!    account  for  the  zeal  in  its  favour,  unlefe  by  the 
fuppofition  that  an  opportunity  was  eagerly  cm- 
braced  of  reviving  in  Canada,  formerly  a  French 
'   colony,  thofe  titles  and  honours,  the  extin£tion  of 
which  fome  gentlemen  fo  much  deplored,  and  of 
awakening  in  the  weft  Obalfpirit  tf  chivalry  which 
had  fo  completely  fallen  into  difgrace.in  a  neigh- 
Mr  lurkt   bouring  country.    Mr.  Burke,  by  thefe  expreflions, 
aplnft  'rtirt  conceived  that  his  opinions,  and  indeed  his  writings 
j£"«>  •**   on  the  French  revolution  were  attacked ;  he  alfo 
c^ait^      heard  do&rines  advanced  which  he  deemed  repug- 
nant to  the  Britifh  conftitution ;  to  controvert  fuch 
opinions,  he  drew  a  contrail  between  that  admira- 
ble fyftem,  and  the  new  order  of  things  in  France. 
The  Canada  bill  (he  faid)  called  forth  principles 
analogous  to  thofe  which  had  produced  the  French 
revolution.     There  wasafa&ion  injhi$  country 
inimical  to  our  conftitution  of  church  and  ftate. 
It  became  parliament  to  watch  the  condu&  of  in- 
dividuals or  focieties,  which  were  evidently  difppfed 
t^'uTnfthe  t0  cncouragc   innovations.    Mr.  Fox   conceiving 
tatent  «i4    thit  Mr.  Burke  intended  to  implicate  him  in  the 
kisapprvba-  cenfure  pafled  on   the  admirers  of   the  French 
revolution,  replied  to  his  animadver£pns.      Mr, 
Burke's  objeft  appeared  to  be  (Mr.  Foxfaifl>tp 
•  ~~  ftigmatize 
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ftigmatize  thofe- who  thought  differently  from  him-  c  ft  a  ?/ 
felf  on  the  French  revolution,  and  who  had  expreffed  v^*-v^ 
their  opinions  in. parliament  j  and  to  reprefent  them    *  w- 
as  the  fupporters  of  republican  tenets.      To  vindi- 
cate himfelf  from  this  charge,  he  diftin&Iy  and 
explicitly  declared  his  own  fentiments.     The  praife 
that  he  had  .'beftowed,    was  given  to  the  French 
revolution,  which  had  abolifhed  the  old  arbitrary 
government ;    and  not  to  the  fyftem  which  was 
fubftituted  in  its  (lead.    As  a  fubverter  of  a  tyranny 
that  had  enthralled  twenty-five  millions  of  people, 
he  ftill  would  maintain  that  it  was  one  of  the  moft 
glorious   events  in  the  whole  hiftory  of  mankind. 
The  new  polity  remained  to  be  improved  by  experi- 
ence, and  accommodated  to  circumftances.      The 
excellence  of  forms  of  government  was  relative, 
and   depended  on  the   fituation,  fentiments,  and 
habits  of  the  people  #  :  the  Britifh  conftitution  he  l"*!*?.  A 
thought  the  beft  and  fitted  for  this  country,  and  conftitutioa 
would  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power  oppofe  repub-  tJ«  Coun° 
licanifm   among  Britons;  but  it  was  contrary  to  try8 
found  logic  to  infer,  that  becaufe  Britifh  liberty 
was  moft  effe&ually  fecured  by  a  government  of 
three  eftates,  therefore  fuch  an  arrangement  muft 
be  the  fitteft  for  France,      He  confidered  the  late 
great  change  as  the  precurfor  of  freedom  and  hap- 
pinefs  to  twenty-five  millions,  and  therefore  rejoiced 
at  its  fuccefs.    From  Mr.  Burke  himfelf  he  derived  suot"  L  . 

.  .  /  Mr.  Burke's 

thofe    principles,    and   imbibed    thofe  fentiments  fp«che» 
which  Mr.  Burke  now  cenfured  :  he  quoted  various  ^gs^voar- 
paffages  from  the  fpeeches  and  writings  of  that  Jjjj££ 

*  Thefe  obfervations  are  conformable  to  Ariftotle,  as  the 
Eflglifh  reader  will  fee  in  his  Politic!,  tranflated  by  JDr.  Gillies, 
book  iv. 

Vol.  V.  N  eloquent 


chap,  eloquent  andphilofophical  fenator,  and  referred  to 
y^Ji^j  meafures  which  he  had  either  propofed  or  promoted, 
'  1791.  ,  and  comparing  them  with  the  fentimente  now  or 
between  recently  delivered,  endeavoured  to  fix  on  him  a 
ficn'di  charge  of  inconfiftency.  Mr.  Burke  complained 
and  their      0f  this  allegation,  and  declared  it  to  be  unfounded : 

final  fepa-  -#°  «       r  •  j     1.     j  i_  t 

ration.  hi$  opinions  on  government,  he  faxd,  had  been  the 
fame  during  all.  his  political  life.  His  conduct 
would  evince  the  truth  of  his  affertions  ;  his  fiiend- 
fliip  with  Mr.  Fox  was  now  at  an  end j  deep  rauft 
be  his  impreffion  of  truths  which  caufedfuch  a  fa- 
crifice  to  the  fafety  of  his  country  ;  he  gave  up  pri- 
vate friendOiip  and  party  fupport,  and  feparated 
from  thofe  he  efteemed  moft  highly.  His  country, 
he  trufted,  would  meafure  the  fittcerity  of  his 
avowals,  and  the  importance  of  his  warnings,  by 
the  price  which  they  had  coft  himfelf.  He  was 
far  from  imputing  to  Mr.  Fox  a  wifh  for  the  practi- 
cal adoption  in  this  country  of  the  revolutionary 
do&rines;  but  thinking  and  feeling  as  Mr.  Fox, 
and  he  now  did,  their  intercourfe  mult  terminate. 
With- great  emotion,  Mr.  Fox  deprecated  the  re- 
nunciation of  Mr.  Burke's  friendfhip;  and  tears  for 
feveral  minutes  interrupted  his  utterance*.  When 
the  firft  ebullitions  of  fenfibility  had  fubfided,  he 
expreffed  the  higheft  efteern,  affe&ioni  and  grati- 
tude for  Mr.  Burke,  whom,  notwithftahding  his 
harlhnefs;  he  muft  ftill  continue  to  love.  Proceed- 
ing for  fome  time  in  a  drain  of  plaintive  tendernefs, 
he  gradually  recovered  his  ufual  firmnefs,  and 
afterwards  contracted  no  fmall  degree  of  feverity, 

*  This  account  it  chiefl y  comprcflcd  from  parliamentary 
debates,  and  partly  taken  from  a  gentleman  who  was  pre-* 
Cent. 

,  when 
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tirhen  having  vindicated  the  refiftance  of  Prance,  c  .H  a  p. 
on  Whig  principles,  he  renewed  his  charge  ofincoii-  v^-v^ 
fiftency  againft  Mr.  Burke,    for  deviating  from      *w- 
thofe  principles*      This  repetition  of  the  charge  of 
inconfiftency,  prevented  the  irapreffion  which  the   . 
affe&ionate  and  refpe&ful  language  and  behaviour* 
and   the  conciliatory  apologies  might  have  proba- 
bly made :  the  breach  was  irreparable ;  and  from 
this  time  Mr,  Fox  and  Mr.  Burke  never  fefumed^ 
their  former  friendfhip.      In  this  difcuffion,   the 
impartial  examiner  cannot  find  arfingle  fentenCe,  6t 
even  phrafe,   of  Mr.  Fox,  which  was  not  highly* 
favourable  to  the  Britiih  conftitution  ;  fo  that  th* 
political  difference  between  thefe  illuftrious  men, 
arofe   entirely  from  their  oppofite  apprehenfion* 
concerning  the  French  revolution,  which  hitherto 
was  to  a  Britifh  fenator  a  queftion  of  fpecuktiv* 
reafoning,  and  not  of  practical  contention}  btit* 
Burke  had  already  conceived  fuch  an  abhorrence  ot 
the  Gallic  fyftem,  that  he  could  not  bear  any  ex- 
preffion  of  approbation  refpe&ing  a  change  which 
he    deemed  deftru&ive  to  the  belt   interefts   o( 
fociety. 

With  colonial  polky,  parliament;  thb  year <!5n-  Qwflion 
fidered  alfo  important  queftions  of  domeftic  law.  JESUIT 
Gne  of  thefe  arofe  from  the  trial  of  Mr.  Haftings :'  *t  ehc . 
it  was  doubted  whether  an  impeachment  brought  before  the 
by  the  commons  of  England  abated  by  the  diflolu*  wlthtbe* 
tioa  of  parliament.     Several  members  of  high  note  ^^ 
in  the  profeffion  of  the  law,  and  among  the  reft  mtnu 
Sir  John    Scott,    the   folicitor   general,  were   of 
opinion,  that  the  renewal  of  the  impeachment  was 
neither  juftified  by  law,   precedent,  nor  equity* 

Ni  It 
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chap.  It  was  a  queftion,  they  faid,  concerning  which  there 
v**-v-^  was  no  ftatute ;  we  mull  therefore  be  governed  by 
PrwdJnti    *ke  ^W  °^  Parliament,  that  is  by  the  orders  of  the 

aodaSunft.  affirmed,  that  diflblution  did  not  preclude  the  re- 
newal of  an  impeachment ;  but  that  order  was  not 
fan&ioned  by  former  pra&ice.    They  had  fuffered 
the  impeachment  of  Lords  Danby  and  Stafford  to 
proceed  from  the  ftage  in  which  they  had  been  left 
by  the  old  parliament ;  but  at  that  time  the  nation 
was  in  a  ferment  about  the  Popifh  plot ;  detefted 
Stafford  as  a  catholic,  and  execrated  Danby  as  the 
.    fuppofed  promoter  of  arbitrary  power  and  a  con- 
nection between  the  king  and  Louis  XIV.     Both 
peers  and  commons  were  feized  with  the  fame  en- 
thufiafm  againft  popery  and  France,  and  under  its 
influence  continued  the  impeachment,   contrary  to 
law   and   ufage.       From    thefe   cafes,    therefore, 
which  were  peculiarly  circumftanced,  no  precedent 
could  be  drawn.     In  1585  Lord  Danby  was  by 
the  houfe  of  lords  freed  from  the  impeachment, 
«which  in  fa&  reverfed  the  precedent  of  1678. 
Lords  Salifbury  and  Peterborough    being  accufed 
of  high  treafon,  .pleaded  a  diflblution,  and  in  1690 
were  liberated.      On  the  fame  grounds  the  Lords 
Somers  and  Halifax,  Sir  Adam  Blair,  and  cithers, 
were  releafed.     To  fupport  their  pofition,  they  alfo 
adduced  feveral  analogies,  and  concluded  with  argu- 
ments from  equity ;  by  continuation  of  an  impeach- 
ment the  accufers  might  be  changed,  and  even  not 
a  few  of  the  .  judges.      If  a  trial  is  to  laft  beyond 
one  parliament,  may  it  not  be  prolonged  to  an 
indefinite  term,  or  even  during  life :  a  court  of  juf- 

tice 
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tice  fliould  be  free  frdm  bias  and  prejudice ;  but  c^^lr: 
how  could  this  be  the  cafe  with  a  tribunal  in  which  k^^^j 
there  were  fo  many  new  judges ;  and  fome  of  them  t79'* 
even  accufers  ftom  the  lower  houfe.  The  ftip- 
porters  of  continued  impeachment  reafoned  in  the 
following  manner.  If  the  alledged  precedents 
exifted,  they  would  be.  extremely  prejudicial,  be- 
caufe  they  would  enable  the  fovereign  to  fave  a 
favourite  fervant,  and  to  defeat  the  purpofes  of 
national  juftice  ;  and  it  would  become  the  legiflature 
fpeedily  to  remedy  fuch  an  evil,  by  a  law  enafted 
for  the  purpofe.  This  remedy,  however,  could 
only  be  applied  to  future  cafes,  without  including 
prefent  or  paft ;  but  fuch  a  feries  of  ufages  does  not 
exift*.  There  is  no  evidence  of  parliamentary 
pra&ice  to  juftify  the  ceflation  of  a  trial  before  the 
truth  or  falfehood  of  the  charges  be  afcertained. 
Parliamentary  records  demonftrate  that  in  ancient 
times  impeachments  were  continued  after  "diffolu- 
tion.  But  without  fearching  into  remote  monuments, 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  II,  in  1673,  when  there  was 
no  ferment  either  on  the  one  fide  or  the  other,  the 
houfe  of  Lords  declared  their  writs  of  error,  petitions 
of  appeal,  and  other  judicial  proceedings,  fhould 
be  narrowed  as  to  the  portion  of  time  which  they 
were  to  occupy  during  a  feffion,  but  fliould  extend 
from  parliament  to  parliament,  if  they  were  not 
decided.  The  reafon  of  this  order  evidently  was, 
tfiat  on  the  one  hand  judicial  proceedings  might 
not  employ  any  part  of  the  time  which  was  required 
by  legislative,  on  the  other,  that  the  pbjetts  either    . 

*  See  Speeches  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  of  Mr.  Fox. 
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chap,  of  civil  or  criminal  juftice  might  not  be  defeated  by 
v#^v-«o  discontinuance  of  proeefs.   The  precedents,  it  was 
*79*      contended,  did  not  apply ;  and  in  the  various  cafes 
>  alleged,  the  proceedings  had  been  difcontinued  by* 

a  general  pardon,  admiffion  to  baiL,  or  fome  other 
caufe,  and  not  from  the  diifolution  of  parliament. 
Thefe  ppfitions  their  fupporters  endeavoured  to 
evince  by  a  confideration  of  the  very  cafes  that  were 
quoted  by  the  advocates  of  the  opposite  do&rine. 
They  further  argued,  that  decifions  of  coiuts  of 
law,  and  the  authority  of  judges,  with  few 
exceptions,  fan&ioned  the  fame  opinion;  and 
cited  cafes  to  prove  their  pofition:  the  general 
analogy  of  judicial  proceedings  illuftrated  the 
*  m  conformity  of  their  conception  of  the  law  of 
parliament  with  the  eftablifhed  modes  of  proeefs 
before  fubordinate  tribunals  : .  the  commons  are  the 
public  profecutors,  and  in  this  refpeft  analogous 
to  the  attorney  or  folicitor  general  in  ordinary  cafes 
of  criminal  profecutions,  The  removal  pf  an  attor- 
ney general  does  not  quaffi  an  information  or  in- 
di&ment;  and  the  proeefs  is  carried  on  by  his 
fucceffor.  The  public  profeputors  before  the 
houfe  of  peers,  are  the  fucceffive  houfes  of  com- 
mons, as  before  the  inferior  courts,  they  are  the 
fucceffive  attornies  general.  The  houfe  of  peers 
are  the  judges  in  caufes  carried  on  at  the  inftance  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  ;  the  peers  may  be  not  all 
the  fame  in  fucceffive  parliaments,  as  the  judges  of 
the  inferior  courts  may  be  changed  while  the 
prial  is  pending,  Equity  and  expediency  coin- 
cide with  analogy  j  impeachments  are  calculated 
for  bringing  to  condign  puni&meat  criwrnals  too 
5  exalted 
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exalted  for  the.  inferior  courts ;  criminals,  vfco  c  n  a  fc 
to  fecure  ttemfehre*    or   their   friends   from  all  «„     ;  ^ 
idpbttfibility    as  ininiftere  of  the  crown,  tiiigtft      "»*• 
advifea  diffoiutk**,  as  often  as  it  Should  be  required 
for  their  fafety.    Hence  parliament  would  be  no 
longer  able  to  controul  either  the  civil  or  judicial 
adminiftration  of  the  ldngdom.    The  cabinet  and 
courts  of  law  would  remain  equally  without  a  check ; 
it  is  therefore  clear  from  the  weight  of  prefeederitst 
<he  authority  of  the  greateft  luminaries  of  the  law, 
the  tprindiples  of  the  conftitution,  the  analogy  of 
public  trials,  the  immutable  rules  of  equal  jirfticd, 
and  the  di&ates  of  expediency  and  coriimon  fenfc, 
•that  impeachments   continue   notwithstanding  thfe 
dSTolution    of  parliament.       On    thefe    grounds  Dctcrmin*. 
a  great  majority  in  both  houfes  voted  that  th&  >io",f  Sac 
impeachment  of  Warren    Haftings  was  iiiH  de-  impeach 

j.  .  menisdo 

pending,  not  at*t» 

An  enquiry  concerning  the  judicial  power  of  th*^ 
parliament  was  foon  followed  by  a  difcuflkm  of  the 
powers  of  juries.     One  of  the  chief  engines  of  that  ^berty  of 
moral  aftd  political  knowledge,  of  thofe  fentiments  lhc  pre&- 
and  privileges   of  rational    and  beneficial  liberty 
which  prevail  in  Britain,  is  a  FREE  PRESS.    By 
this  vehicle  a  writer  may  communicate  to  the  pub- 
lic his   obfervations,  thoughts,  and  feelings,  and 
according  to  his  talents,  learning,  and  difpofitions, 
may  inform  and  inftruft  mankind  ^    and  thus  the 
prefs  beftows  all  the  knowledge  and  wifdom  which 
cannot  be  imparted  by  oral  delivery.      But  as  all 
perfons  who  addrefs  the  public  through  this  vehicle 
are  not  both  capable  and  difpofed  to  inform  and 
inftruft  fociety,  an  instrument  of  general  good  k 

N  4  frequently     ~ 
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.chap,  frequently  productive  of  confiderable,  though  par- 
js^rv-w  ^1  evil.  The  liberty  of  the  prefs  has  often  per- 
U9J-  nutted  feditious,  treasonable,  immoral,  and  hlaf- 
phemous  libels ;  and  generated  ottfchiefs.  that  were 
followed  by  very  pernicious  confluences.  For  a 
confiderable  time  after  the  invention  of  printing, 
government  poflefied  the  means  of  preventing  nox- 
ious publications,  as  the  prefs  was  liable  to  the  in- 
fpeCtion  of  a  licenfer ;  but  the  preventive  was  much 
worfe  than  the  evil ;  and  the  fubjedion  of  writings  to 
a  previous  examination,  being  fouud  totally  incom- 
patible with  the  purpofes  of  beneficial  freedom, 
ceafed  foon  after  the  revolution.  Precluded  by 
the  law  from  preventing  the  publication  of  hurtful 
works,  certain  judges  endeavoured  to  deter  writers 
by  increafing  the  punifliment :  to  avoid  one  extreme 
running  into  its  oppofite,  they  attempted  to  attach 
criminalty  to  productions,  that  before  would  have 
.been  reckoned  innocent ;  and  to  fupply  the  fuppofed 
deficiency  of  preventive  juftice,  they  tried  to  enlarge 
the  precinCts  of  penal  ldy>  They  alfo  endeavoured 
to  change  the  judicial  rules  eftablifhed  by  the  con- 
ftitution.  For  a  feries  of  years  it  had  been  main- 
tained by  very  high  legal  authority,  as  we  have 
^already  feen*,  that  the  truth  of  an  allegation  could 
not  be  pleaded  in  bar  of  an  indictment  for  a  libel, 
and  alfo  that  in  cafes  of  libel  juries  were  to  invefti: 
gate  the  fo&  only ;  to  return  a  verdiCt  relative  to 
the  proof  of  the  allegations,  but  to  leave  the  cri. 
minalty  to  the  judge ;  and  though  thefe  doCtrines 
Jiad  been  cjueftioned  by  very  high  legal  authQ-  , 

*  Sec  *ol.  ii.  c.  \x. 
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rity*,  yet  they  were  moft  frequently  followed  in  c  h  a  p. 
recent  praftice.     Various  cafes  occurred  in  which  k^^j 
guilt  had  been  found  on    grounds,  that  in  the      *79*- 
popular  eftimation  were  inadequate,  or  punifhment 
had  far  exceeded  the  crimmalty  that  was  evinced. 
Mr.  Fox  having  adopted  the  fame  fentiments  refpeft-  ****m  of 
ing  fome.  late  decifions,  and  difapproving  of  the  afcmainins 
interpofition  of  crown  lawyers,  introduced  a  bill  chmng'ti* 
declaring  the  potfer,  of  the  juries   to  decide  upon  l^f  tnA 
the  law  as  well  as  the  fad  in  trials  of  libels.    Where  bil1  {otf  th« 

purpofe. 

any  fpecial  matter  of  law  is  pleaded  (faid  Mr.  Fox)  Argument 
the  judge  and  not  the  jury  is  to  decide ;  but  where  agawa. 
a  general  iffue  is  joined,  and  the  law  is  fo  implicated  . 
with  the  fad  that  they  cannot  be  feparated,  the  jury  ' 
muft,  as  in  all  other  criminal  procefles,  bring  in  a 
general  verdift  of  guilty  or  not  guilty.  The  deci- 
fion  of  this  important  queftion  greatly  depended  on 
the  import  of  the  word  meaning,  ufed  in  all  indict- 
ments for  libels.  The  different  fenfes  ahnexred  to 
this  term  Mr.  Fox  explained,  and  marked  with  diC- 
criminating  precifion.  The  term  to  ynean  might, 
h$  obferved,  be  undeiftood  to  imply  a  propofition 
according  to  ftri&  grammatical  and  logical  conftruc* 
Hon,  ortd  exprefe  the  moral  intention  of  a 
writer  or  fpeaker.  In  the  former  fenfe  it  had  been 
received  for  many  years  by  judges  and  crown 
lawyers ;  in  the  latter  it  ought  to  be  interpreted  by 
a  candid  and  impartial  Englifh  jury,  who  were  to 
inveftigate  the  intention  of  the  accufed,  as  a  part  of 
the  fatt  to  be  proved  or  difproved.  It  is  the  inten- 
tion that  mult  conftkute  guilt,  if  any  guilt  exifted.. 


See  vol.  ii.  chap,  ix. 
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The  bill  was  oppofed  as  an  insolation  on  the  law 
of  the  kingdom,  that  was  agitated  at  prefent  by 
the  dangerous  maxims  which  were  embroiling  our 
neighbours.  In  fuch  circumftances  we  ought  to 
avoid  npvehies,  civil  and  political.  The  prefent 
procefs  had  been  the  pra&ice  for  a  long  courfe  of 
years,  without  producing  any  oppreffion  to  the 
fubjed ;  the  judges  were  independent  of  the  crown, 
and  could  have  no  motive  to  unfair  and  partial 
decifions.  This  bill  was  not  debated  as  a  party 
queftion,  but  as  a  fubje£t  of  exifting  law,  juftice, 
and  conftkutional  right.  Mr.  Pitt  was  no  JeTs 
vigorous  in  its  fupport  than  Mr.  Fox,  or  Mr. 
Erfkine.  In  the  houfe  of  lords,  Lord  Grenville 
fupported  the  motion  with  no  lefs  zeal  than  Lord 
Loughborough,  and  Lord  Camden  took  the  lead 
in  promoting  its  fucccfs.  After  paffing  the  com- 
mons by  a  great  majority,  it  was  rejected  by  the 
peers ;  but  the  following  feffion,  being  again  pro- 
pofed,  it  paffed  into  a  law, 

Mr.  Fox  alfo  propofed  a  law  for  depriving  the 
attorney  general  in  right  of  the  crown,  and  every 
other  perfon  in  his  own  right,  of  a  power  to  difturb 
the  pofleffor  of  a  franchise  in  a  corporation,  after 
having  quietly  exercifed  it  for  fix  years.  Tie 
end  of  this  proportion  was,  to  fecure  the  rights 
gf  election,  and  prevent  vexatious  profecutions  for 
political  purpofes :  the  bill  was  pafled  into  * 
law. 

Parliament,  endeavouring  to  remove  all  reftric- 
tions  upon  natural  freedom,  as  far  as  was  confifetf 
with  fecurity,  dire&ed  its  attention  to  the  Catho- 
lics.   The  Englifli    catholics  ware  -now    totally 
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changed,  and  no  loQger  refembded  the  Romanifts  chap. 
of  the  feventeenth  century  ;  nor  even  thofe  who,.  at%  w-y^O 
a  later  period,  wifhed  to  exalt  £  popifh  pretender  to      *791, 
the  throne.  They  were  now  quiet  and  peaceable  fub- 
je&s,  friends  to  the  prefent  government,  and  favour- 
able to  our  conftitution  of  church  and  Hate,  which 
was  fo  mild  and  tolerant  to  every  religious  fe£t 
that  worfhipped  God  according  to  their  own  con- 
ference, without  difturbing  the  public  tranquillity. 
Many  of  the  catholics,  as  they  mingled  with  protef* 
tants,  imbibed  a  great  lhare  of  their  mildnefs  and 
moderation ;  and,  without  relinquifhing  thefenfible 
rituals,  prefcribed  obfervances,  or  the  metaphyfical 
theology  of  the  popilh  church,  were  really  protefc 
tants  in  their  moral  and  political  principles  and  ) 

con^SL    Aconfiderable  body  of  them  had  recently  They  re 
protefted  in  exprefs  terms  againft  do&rines  imputed  m"^^ 
for  near  three  centuries  to  papifts.   They  denied  the  ^™,sand 
authority  of  the  pope  in  temporal  concerns,   his  p^»<»i 
nght  to  excommunicate  pnnces,  and  to  abfolve  their  papery, 
fubje&s  from  their  oaths  of  allegiance.     They  difa- 
vowed  the  lawfulnefs  of  breaking  faith  with  heretics ; 
and  denied  that  any  clerical  power  could  exempt 
man  from  moral    obligations.     The   penal  laws 
againft  catholics  arifing  from  circumftances  and 
condu&fo  totally  different  from  the  prefent,  were  ftill 
extremely  fevere.     To  render  the  law  more  fuitable 
to  their  prefent  fentiments  and  chara&er,  Mr.  Mit-  Motion  for 
fordpropofed  to  repeal  the  ftatutes  in  queftion,  fo  ne,rrele  • 
far  as  to  exempt  from  their  penal  operations  thofe 
who  had  renounced  the  hurtful  doftrines  above-men- 
tioned, under  the  denomination  of  the  protesting 
Catholic  dissented,  uppnthefe  catholics  taking 

an 
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chap,  an  oath  conformable  to  the  proteft.     The  principle 

y_    y   .1  of  the  bill  was  generally  approved ;  and  the  bench  of 

w--  bifhops  difplayed  the  moft  liberal  zeal  inks  favour. 

irr.cificd  Df.Horfely  efpecially  exerted  his  great  abilities,  not 

and  correct-  .  ,.r  «•       i  • 

rii  by  Dr.  only  in  promoting  its  iuccefs,  but  in  removing  a 
^ffcHyii\o'  claufe  which  was  neither  agreeable  to  its  principles 
n  tow.  nor  con(jucive  to  Jts  obje&s.  In  the  propofed  oath, 
the  doftrine  that  princes  excommunicated  by  the 
pope  migta  be  depofed  and  murdered  by  their  fub- 
je&s,  was  declared  to  be  impious,  heretical,  and 
damnable.  The  catholics  felt  no  reluftance  to  ex- 
prefs  their  own  reje&ion  and  difapprobation  of  fuch 
do&rine  ;'  but  from  fcruples  founded  on  a  tender  re- 
gard for  the  memory  of  their  progenitors,  they  could 
not  induce  themfelves  to  brand  it  with  the  terms 
which  the  oath  prefcribed.  To  remove  this  objec- 
tion, he  propofed  the  oath  which  had  been  adopted 
in  1778  :  this  alteration  was  admitted,  and  the  bill 
was  paffed  into  a  law. 
j*tki©n  of        The  church  of  Scotland  perceiving  a  difpofition 

the  church       ...  1.    r  r  -n. 

of  Scotland  in  parliament  to  grant  relief  to  non-conformilts, 
JLPfcftaa,  transmitted  from  the  general  affembiy  a  petition 
praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  teft  aft  as  far  as  it  ap- 
plied to  Scotland  ;  and  on  the  10th  of  May  Sir  Gil- 
bert Elliot  made  a  motion  conformably  to  the  peti- 
tion. The  fupporters  of  the  motion  endeavoured  to 
proye  that  the  law,  as  it  now  flood,  was  inconfiftent 
with  the  articles  of  the  union.  Scotland,  by  her 
conftitution,  and  by  treaty,  had  a  feparate  church, 
and  a  feparate  form  of  religion.  By  the  treaty  of 
union  fhe  was  to  have  a  free  communication  of  civil 
rights  ;  but  a  teft  which,  as  a  condition  for  attaining 
thofe  civil  rights,  impofed  on  her  a  neceflity  of  de- 
9  parting 
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parting  from  her  own  eftabliflied  theology,  and  fub-  c  ^  ^  p- 
mitting  to  the  fyfterfi  of  England,  either  abridged  her  v-*-v-^ 
religious  liberty  by  means  of  the  civil  attainments,  *n*' 
or  obftru&ed  the  civil  attainments  through  the  reli- 
gious obligations.  When  the  two  kingdoms  en- 
tered into  a  treaty  of  union,  being  independent  na- 
tions, they  meant  to  ftjpulate  and  contract  on  terms 
of  perfect  equality.  Was  it  not  an  infringement  of 
that  equality,  that  a  Scotchman  entering  into  any 
Britifh  office  in  England  fhould  folemnly  prpfefs  his 
attachment  to  the  church  of  England,  which  a  Scru- 
pulous man  might  deem  a  dereli&ian  of  his  native 
church ;  while  an  Englifliman  appointed  to  an  office 
in  Scotland  incurred  no  fimilar  obligation.  The 
oppofers  of  the  motion  argued,  that  the  teft  muft 
have  been  underftood  as  a  ftipulation  at  the  time  of 
the  union,  and  had  never  been  reprefented  as  .  an 
hardfhip  till  the  prefent  time.  The  grievance  was 
merely  imaginary ;  the  teft  was  not  a  dereliftion  of 
the  church  of  Scotland,  but  a  pledge  of  amity  with 
the  church  of  England.  The  general  fentiment  of 
members  of  the  Scottifh  church  was  affe&ion  and  re- 
fpe&  for  the  filler  eftablifhment :  but  in  Scotland 
there  were,  as  in  England,  fe&aries  of  various  deno- 
minations, whofe  fentiments  were  lefs  liberal. 
Againft  fuch  fe&aries  it  was  juft  as  well  as  expe- 
dient, that  the  teft  (hould  operate ;  otherwife  the 
church  of  England  would  incur  a  danger  from 
them,  to  which  from  the  feftaries  of  England  fhe 
was  not  expofed.  Since  th£re  was  no  teft  in  Scot- 
land, the  propofed  exemption  would  let  in  upon  the 
church  of  England  diffenters  and  fe&aries  of  every 
denomination  j  and  thus  bre^k   down  the   fence 

which 


it  rejeaed. 
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chap,  which  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  parliament  had  fo 
IsVkj  often  aftd  fo  recently  confirmed.    This  petition,  in 
,79'-      reality,  arofe  ultimately  from  the  EngKfli  difTenters< 
Thefe  had  operated  on  the  church  of  Scotland  by 
reprefenting  themfelves   as  t*te(byterian  brethren. 
Many  of  theScottdfti  clergymen,  not  difcovering  the 
•total  diverfity  of  political  fentimenfs  that  fubfifted 
between  them  and  many  of  the  Englifh  diffenters, 
were,  from  fuppofed  religious  fympathy,  Induced  to 
give  them  their  fupport.     The  majority  of  the  houfe 
being  imprefled  by  thefe  arguments*  voted  againft 
the  propofition. 
Full  difcuf-       The  Have-trade  underwent  this  year  a  much  more 
iwtwdc.    complete  difcuflion  than  when  it  was  formerly  agi- 
tated.    The  hSts  on  both  (ides  had  now  been  very 
thoroughly  examined  :  there  was  fiilnefs  of  inform- 
ation ;  fo  that  the  public  and  parliament  had  the 
ampleft  means  of  viewing  the  fubjeQ:  in  every  light- 
Mr.  wii-     Mr.  Wilberforce,  on  the  18  th  of  April,  propofed  a 
thfS2i-°r  WU  for  preventing  the  farther  importation  of  flaves 
tk)n-  into  the  Britifh  colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies*     In  his 

prefatory  fpeech  he  confidered,  as  he  had  done  two 
years  before,  firft  humanity,  and  fecondly  policy. 
Aifumtnu   He  traced   die   condition   of  the  Africans   from 
their  native  country  to  the  Weft  India  plantations $ 
and,  according  to  the  information  which  he  had  col* 
le&ed,  in  more  copious  detail,  with  more  numerous 
inftances,  repeated  his  former  ftatements-of  the 
caufes  of  flavery,  the  treatment  of  the  negroes  on 
their  pafiage,  and  their  fufferings  under  the  planters. 
>  On  the  ground  of  policy  he  ftrongly  argued  thalG 
the  abolition  of  the  flave-trade  was  expedient  for  the 
Weft  India  planters  and  the  Britifh  nation*    Com- 
pelled 
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peHcdito*  promote  multiplication  among  the  fiaVeft,  chap. 
the  planters  would:  foon  find  that  their  prefent  ne-  v^v^y 
groes,  in  a  climate  fo  congenial  to  their  native     t7^' 
Africa,  would,  if  well  treated,  people  the  planta- 
'  tions;  and  if  allowed  to  acquire  fome  little  interejft 
in  the  foil,  would  be  ftimulated  to  much  greater  ex- 
ertions.   The  lofs  of  Jfeamen  which  Britons  fuf- 
tained  in  the  negro  trade  was  immenfe.    From 
Liverpool,   in  one  year,  three  hundred   and  fifty 
fliips,  having  on  board  twelve  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men,  loft  two  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  fifty,  being  one  fifth.     The  commercial  profits 
were  to  be  totally  difregarded,  when  acquired  by 
fuch  a  violation  of  humanity,  and  at  the  expence  of 
fo  many  valuable  lives  of  Britifh  failors. 

The  continuance  of  this  trade  was  defended  on  and  agamft 
the  grounds  of  juftice,  policy,  and  even  humanity. 
Slavery  had  been  eftabliflied  time  immemorial  in 
various  parts  of  the  earth,  efpecially  in  Africa  and 
the  adjacent  countries.  So  far  was  it  from  being 
reckoned  a  crime,  that  the  Old  Teftament  frequently 
mentions  male  and  female  Haves  under  the  names 
of  bondfmen,  handmaids,  and  others  of  fimilar  im- 
port, and  never  cenfures  mancipation,  but  fpeaks  of 
all  its  offices  as  juft  employments.  The  characters  held 
up  to  imitatioti  had  flaves  themfelves,  and  endea- 
voured to  acquire  flaves  to  others  *.  The  habits  and 

*  Jofeph,  a  patriarch  fo  highly  favoured  by  God,  when  he 
became  prime  minifter  to  Pharoah  in  confequence  of  the  fore- 
fight  conferred  on  him  by>the  divine  gift,  having  laid  up  (lores  of 
provifions  agmtnft  the  feafon  of  fcarcity,  purchafed  with  the 
king's  corn  the  liberties  of  his  fubje£h  ;  and  nothing™  this  pro- 
cedure is  blamed  by  the  facred  hi  dorian.  It  appeared,  indeed, 
perfectly  fair  and  reafonablc  to  the  fabjeds  of  an  African  prince. 

fentiments 
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C  xlviP*  ^nt*ments  of  Africans  render  this  condition  by  no 
v^~^*L/  means  fo  grievous  to  them  as  it  would  be  to  people 
179K  unaccuftomed  to  the  daily  contemplation  of  flavery. 
The  aflertion  of  the  abolitionifts,  that  the  hope  of 
acquiring  prifoncrs  to  be  fold  to  Europeans  is 
the  chief  caufe  of  war,  is  far  from  being  generally 
true.  Wars  in  Africa,  as  well  as  wars  in  Europe, 
arife  from  pride,  refentment,  envy,  jealoufy,  emula- 
tion, ambition,  and  other  paflions,  befides  avarice 
alone.  As  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  interior 
country  increafed,  it  was  more  clearly  comprehended 
that  captives,  though  a  confequence  of  war,  were  far 
from  being  its  mod  frequent  obje&s.  The  pur- 
chafer  of  flaves  taken  in  war  preferves  the  lives  of 
captives  that  would  be  otherwife  butchered.  Their 
ferocious  conquerors  would  give  way  to  the  favage 
gratification  of  rage  and  cruelty,  if  the  third  of 
blood  were  not  changed  into  the  thirft  of  gain.  The 
extreme  indolence  of  the  Africans,  notwithftanding 
the  fertility  and  even  fpontaneous  produdtivenefs  of 
the  foil,  renders  their  fupplies  of  the  riecefiaries  of  life 
very  fcanty.  Prifoners  taken  in  war,  therefore,  are 
great  burthens  upon  the  captors  j  and  unlefs  there 
was  a  market  for  vending  them,  they  would  be  im- 
mediately maflacred,  not  merely  from  cruelty,  but 
from  the  favage  economy  of  thofe  barbarians  j  and 
the  European  traders  faved  many  a  life.  Our  mer- 
chants, on  the  faith  of  parliament,  had  embarked 
property  to  a  great  amount  in  this  trade ;  the  total 
lofs  of  which  would  immediately  follow  the  abolition. 
The  legiflature  had  invited  them  to  engage  in  the 
traffic,  that  Britain  might  be  furnifhed  from  their 
plantations  with  thofe  commodities  which  habit  has 

now 
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now  rendered  univerfally  neceflary,  and  if  not  fup*  c  h  a  *. 


plied  by  them,  muft  be  purchafed  from  other  couil* 
tries.  It  invitedthem  alfo  to  engage  in  this  commerce,      ,791, 
that  the  carriage  of  their  produ&ions  might  rear  up 
a  navy ;"  yet  now,  when  they  have  a  capital  of  feventy 
millions  embarked,  when  feveral  iflands  lately  occu- 
pied, and  therefore  thinly  peopled,  require  a  conftant 
fucceffion  of  frefh  fupplies;  and  when  twenty  millions    • 
of  debt  in  mortgages  and  deeds  of  confignment,  prefs 
heavily  on  the  Weft  India  proprietors,  the  aboli- 
tion is  propofed  in  contradi&ion  to  fo  many  a&s  of 
parliament,  and  without  compenfation  of  the  only 
means  by  which  they  can  be  relieved  from  the  en- 
ormous load.     Is  it  confiftent  with  Britilh  juftice  to 
depreciate,  and  even  deftroy,  property,  engaged  in  anceofihe 
a  commerce  which  the  legiflature  pledged  itfelf  to  ^h^dla 
proteft,  and  repeatedly  declared  its  difpolition  to  of^a"4* 
improve  ?  But  private  property  would  not  alone  nilr»iufti^ 
be  affe&ed  ;   from  this-  trade  the  revenue  would  tf«»cy< 
fuffera  very  material  diminution.     The  evidences 
adduced  to  prove  the  horrid  cruelties  pra&ifed  upon 
flaves  were  reprefented  to  be  in  fome  inftances  falfe, 
in  many  partial,  in  almoft  all  exaggerated.     It  is  the 
intereft  both  of  the  tranfporting  owners  of  flaves^ 
and  their  purchafers  in  the  Weft  Indies*  to  treat 
them  humanely,  and  eafy  to  devife  regulations  fof  ' 
enforcing  this  treatment,  and  punifliing  the  con- 
trary.   But  were  Britain  from  an  impulfe  of  be- 
nevolent enthufiafm  to    abolifh    the    flave-trade, 
under  a  fuppofition  that  it  fubje&ed  the  Africans  to 
the  moft  poignant  mifery,  would  not  other  European 
nations  engaged  in  the  trade  fupply  the  vacancy  left 
by  our  relinquifhment  of  a  traffic  neceffary  for  raifc 
Vol.  V,  O  ing 


194  HISTORY  OF  THE  • 

chap,  iag  commodities  naturalized  to  the  European  pa- 
k^^^Lj  ktes  ?    Would  the  purchafers,  the  venders,  or  the 
1 79  '•      fiibjeds  fold,  be  lefs  numerous  ?  Would  fewer  flaves 
be  exported  from  Africa  ?     Refpecting  the  effeds 
of.  this  commerce  on  our  navy,  the  friends  of  the 
abolition  were  totally  mifinformed.     A  naval  com- 
jnander  of  the  very  higheft  eminence,  Lord  Rodney, 
had  declared  that  the  power  of  obtaining  from  Gui- 
nea fhipp,  fo  numerous  a  body  of  men  inured  to  the 
climate,  whenever  we  wifhed  to  fend  a  fleet  to  the 
Weft  Indies  on  the  breaking  out  of  a  war,  was,  in 
his  opinion,  a  confideration  of  great  moment.     His 
•Lordfhip's  opinion  was  illuflrated,  and  his  authority 
confirmed,  by  concurring  teftimonies  of  other  offi- 
cers, both  of  the  army  and  navy.     The  abolition 
would  be  equally  contrary  to  the  commercial  and 
political  interefts  of  the  public,  as  to  the  rights  and 
well-founded   expe&ations  of  private  individuals. 
Mcffti.  Pitt    On  this  queftion  Meflrs.  Pitt  and  Fox  took  the  fame 
a*re*  in       fide,  and  fupported  the  abolition  with  every  argu- 
A^ii?    mcnt  that  genius  could  invent ;   but  their  united 
lionh  eloquence  was  not  effectual :  on  a  divifion  it  was 

is  ae™ aswcd  carried  in  the  negative  by  a  majority  of  one  hundred 
and  fixty-three  to  eighty-eight.  The  benevolent 
fpirit  which  prompted  the  abolition  of  the  flave-trade 
dire&ly,  produced  an  attempt  gradually  to  demon- 
ftrate  its  inefficacy  and  inutility.  For  this  purpofe 
its  impugners  projeQ:e,d  to  try  an  experiment  whether 
Africa  could  not  be  civilized,  and  rendered  more  lu- 
crative as  a  vent  for  manufactures,  than  as  a  nurfery 
for  flaves.  Mr.  Devaynes,  who  had  longrefided  at 
Sierra  Leone,  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  in  the  eighth 
degree  of  north  latitude,  attefted  that  the  foil  is  ex- 
cellent, 
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cellent,  and  produces  cotton,  coffee,  and  Aigar,  witli  o  *  a  p. 
the  flighted  cultivation.     There  a  fociety  pfopofed  v^^v^O 
to  eftablifh  a  colony  in  hopes  of  effecting  the  defired  ^c^ent 
change  iii  the  dharafiter  and  condition  of  the  Afw  «  Sicr» 
cans.     A  bill  for  the  eftablilhment  of  fuch  a  com* 
pany  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Henry  Thornton,  and  .  * 

paffed  through  both  houfes  without  opposition. 

Previous  to  the  produQion, of  his  financial  planj  Finance.  • 
Mr.  Pitt  pfopofed  to  appoint  a  committee  to  consi- 
der and  report  the  amount  of  the  public  income  and 
expenditure  during  the  laft  five  years  ;  aHb,  to  in* 
quire  what  they  ihight  refpe&ively  be  in  future* 
and  what  alterations  had  taken  place  in  the  amount 
of  the  national  debt  fince  January  5th,  1786* 
The  report  ftated  that  the  annual  income,  on  the 
average  of  the  three  laft  years,  was  fixteeri  millions* 
thirty  thoufand,  two  hundred  and  eighty-fix  pounds} 
and  the  annual  expenditure  fifteen  millions,  nine 
hundred  and  fixty-nine  thoufand,  one  hundred  and 
feventy-eight  pounds,  including  the  atinual  million 
for  liquidating  the  national  debt :  the  balance, 
therefore,  in  favour  of  the  country,  was  fixty-one 
thoufand,  one  hundred  and  eight  pounds  *.  Mr. 
Sheridan,  as  ufual,  took  the  lead  in  combatting  tht 
financial  conclufions  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  moved  no  lefs 
than  forty  refolutions,  which  were  intended  to  (hew 
that  the  part  revenue  had  been  confidently  inferior 
to  minifterial  calculations  $  and  that  in  calculating 
the  future  income,  the  minifter  had  overlooked  com 
tingencies  which  recent  experience  demonstrated  to 
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crap,  be  probable,    The  greater  number  of  thefe  propofi- 
i^Z^j  two*  ^ere  negatived,  and  others  were  amended* 
X79*-      Various  refolutions  were  framed  by  minifters,  con- 
firming,  in  detail,  the  report  of  the  new  committee, 
and  maintaining  the  calculations  which  were  founded 
Suppiiet.      on  their  enquiry.    The  fupplies  were  nearly  the 
fame  as  in  die  ufual  peace  eflablifhment,  and  no  freflt 
indiin        taxes  were  impofed.    Mr.  Dundas  produced  his 
Dancc*       annual  ftatementof  Indian  finance,  which  had  been  in 
a  (late  of  fo  progreflive  profperity  ever  fince  the  efla- 
blifhment of  Mn  Pitt's  plan  of  territorial  government, 
and  the  commencement  of  Mr.  Dundas 's  executive 
dire&ion.    It  appeared  from  the  documents  which 
he  prefented,  that  the  Britifh  revenues  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,    amounting    to  feven   millions,   after   de- 
fraying all  the  expences  of  government,  left  a  clear 
furplus  of  near  a  million  and  a  half,  either  to  be  laid 
out  in  inveftments,  or  applied  to  contingent  fervices. 
Among  the  pecuniary  grants  of  this  year  was  an 
annuity  of  twelve  thoufand  pounds,  bellowed  on  his 
majefty's  third  fon,  Prince  William  Henry,  created 
about  two  years  before  Duke  of  Clarence. 
Tri»i  of  This  year  'the  prolecution  of  Mr.  Hafiings  clofed 

The  e"!!'  its  evidence  (May  30).  The  managers  propofed  an 
?he%roffcr«i-  addrefs  to  the  king,  praying  him  not  to  prorogue 
tionciofed.  (j!e  parliament  until  the  trial  was  finifhed ;  but  this 
addrefe  was  negatived.  Mr.  Haftings,  when  the 
prosecution  was  clofed,  addrefied  the  court  in  a 
fpeech  of  fingular  acutenefs,  force,  and  eloqwnce, 
exhibiting  his  view  of  the  refult  of  the  profecutor's 
evidence,  contrafting  the  fituation  in  which  he  found 
witji  the  fituation  in  which  he  left  Britifh  fndia  ; 
explicitly,  but  not  arrogantly,  detailing  the  counfels 

and 
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and  conduft  by  which  he  had  effe&ed  thefe  great  c  $£* 
ends :  he  appealed  to  the  commons,  his  accufers,  in 
the  following  dignified   and    ftriking  peroration. 
"To  the  commons  of  England,  in  whofe  name  I  am  ImPr^c. 
arraigned  for  defolating  the  provinces  of  their  doxni-  defendant, 
nions  in  India,  I  dare  to  reply,  that  they  are,  and 
their  reprefentatives  perfift  in  telling  them  fo,  the 
mod  flourifhing  of  all  the  dates  of  India.     It  was  I 
that  made  them  fo  :     the  value  of  what  others  ac- 
quired I  enlarged,  and  gave  fhape  and  confifteney 
to  the  dominions  which  you  hold  there :  I  preferred 
it:  I  fent  forth  its  armies  with  an  efFeftual  but  eco- 
nomical hand,  through  unknown  and   hoftile  re- 
gions,  to  the  fupport  of  your  other  poffeflions ;  to 
the  retrieval  of  one  from  degradation  and  difho- 
nour,  and  of  another  from  utter  lofs  and  fubjedtion. 
I  maintained  the  wars  which  were  of  your  forma- 
tion, or  that  of  others,  not  of  mine :  I  won  one 
member  of  the  great  Indian  confederacy  from  it 
by  an  aft  of  feafonable  reftitution  ;  with  another  I 
maintained  a  fecret  intercourfe,  and  converted  him 
into  a  friend :  a  third  I  drew  off  by  diverlion  and 
negotiation,  and  employed  him  as  the  inftrument 
of  peace.     I  gave  you  all,  and  you  have  rewarded 
me  with  confifcation,  difgrace,  and  a  life  of  impeach- 
ment."  Of  Mr.  Haftings's  hearers,  even  thofe  who 
could  not  admit  a  plea  of  merit  as  an  abatement  of 
fpecial  charges,  were  very  forcibly  impreffed  by  this  . 
energetic  representation.    The  defence  of  the  ac- 
•cufed  was,  by  the  dire&on  of  the  court,  poftponed 
till  the  following  feflion,  and  on  June  ioth  the  par-  s*ffion  rifet. 
liament  was  prorogued. 
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friends  advife  him  to  accept  the  conjlitutional  code. — He  ac- 
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Diffolution  of  the  national  ajfembly. — -Review  of  the  principal 
changes  effected  by  this  body.— How  it  found  and  left  France. 
—In  all1  its  epecejfes  it  mdmfefiedthe  genius  and  energy  of  the 
French  characler.-^Progrefs  of  political  enthufiafm.--Bri- 
fain, — Certain  ingenious  vifiofuvrUs  epepeel  a  political  mil* 
lennium. — Thomas  Paine. ~ — Rights  of  man — Dexterous 
adaptation  of  to  the  fentiments  and  pajjions  of  the  vulgar-r 
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^atharine  perceived  her  grand  objeQ:  of  ful> 
jugating  the  Ottomans,    for    tKe  prefent    to 
be  impra&icable,  and  now    fatisfied  herfelf  with  Pe4c  bi- 
endeavouring,  to  compel   the   Sultan  to  a  peace,  ^dTwkfi* 
before  the  interference  of  the  confederates  could 
prevent  her  from  dilating  the  terms.     With  this 
view  her  armies  took  the  field  early  in  fpriog,  re- 
peatedly defeated  the  enemy,  and  compelled  them  to 
retire  nearer  to  Conftantinople ;    and  to  enhance 
their  danger,  feveral  fymptoms  began  to  appear  in 
Afiatic  Turkey  of  a  difpofition  to  revolt :  menaced 
by  molt  imminent  perils  both  in  Afia  and  Europe, 
and  apprized  that  the  co-operation  of  Pruffia  and  of 
Britain,  was  now  obftru&ed,  Selim  began  to  liiten 
to  the  propofals  of  the  Emprefs  ;  the  negotiation 
was  not  tedious ;  and  a  peace  was  concluded  on  the 
nth  of  Auguft  at  Galatz,  by  which  Ruffia  retained 
Oczakow,  and  the  country  between  the  Bog  and  the  <**  mo^er^ 
Dnieper,  which  had  belonged  to  Turkey  before  the 
war.  The  latter  of  thefe  rivers  was  to  be  the  boun* 
dary  of  both  powers :  each  to  be  equally  entitled  to 
the  free  navigation  of  the  river  •,  and  each  to  ereft 
fortifications  on  its  refpefftye  fhores,     However  im- 
ppft^itf  this  acquifition  might  be  to  Ruffia,  it  was 
0  4  certainly 
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certainly  much  inferior  to  the  expectations  which 
fhe  entertained  at  the  commencement  of  the  war; 
and  during  its  fuccefsful  progrefs :  but  other  cir- 
cumftances  combined  with  the  exertions  of  the  de-  . 
fenfive  alliance  to  induce  Catharine  to  content  her- 
felf,  for  the  prefent,  with  Oczakow  and  its  depen- 
dencies. Frederic  William  agreeably  to  the  general 
obje&s  of  the  confederacy,  as  well  as  his  own 
particular  intereft,  cultivated  the  friendfhip  of  Po- 
land. Encouraged  by  their  connexion  with  this 
powerful  prince,  and  beginning  once  more  to  con- 
ceive themfelves  of  weight  in  the  fcale  of  Europe, 
rbviving  felf-eftimation  re-kindled  in  the  Poles  that 
courage  and ptfriotifm,  which  though  fmothered,had 
not  been  extinguiflied ;  and  thus  once  more  they  en- 
tertained hopes  of  freeing  themfelves  from  the  thral- 
dom in  which  they  were  held  by  the  imperious  Ca- 
tharine, In  1788  and  1789,  various  efforts  were 
made  to  eftablifli  the  independent  intereft  of  Poland 
in  the  diet,  and  to  overturn  the  power  which  Ruf- 
fia  had  affumed.  A  party  of  generous  patriots 
ftimulated  their  countrymen  to  emancipate  them* 
felves  from  a  foreign  yoke ;  the  fpirit  of  liberty  was 
ftudioufly  diffufed  through  all  clafles  of  the  commu- 
munity;  .and  in  1790  had  rifenvery  high.  Its 
leading  votaries  faw,  that  the  only  method  of  fecur* 
ingthe  attachment  and  fidelity  of  the  people  to  thofe 
who  were  projecting  fuch  alterations,  was  to  accom* 
pany  them  with  fuch  benefits  to  the  middling,  and 
even  to  the  inferior  clafles,  as  might  deeply  intereft 
them  in  their  fupport.  But  though  defirous  of 
changes,  which  would  terminate  the  oppreflive  power 
pf  the  great,  the  Poles  were  fincerely  inclined  to  be 

fatisfied 
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prefent  bounded  their  wifhes  to  deliverance,  from  w^w 
the  perfonal  thraldom  in  which,  for  fo  many  ages,  wif*7^e. 
they  had  been  tyrannically  held.    Conformably  to  «*/•■* 
this  difpofition,  the  popular  leaders  exerted  their  in-  dfomfor 
fluence,  with  fo  much  wifdom  and  prudence  among  th**u**u 
the  commons,  that  they  made  no  claims  but  thofe 
that  were  ftriftly  equitable  and  confident  with  legal 
fubordination.-    On   thefe  moderate  principles  of 
freedom,  the  people  of  Poland  drew  up  an  addrefs 
to  the  diet,  amounting  to  a  declaration  of  rights. 
This  reprefentation,  inftead  of  recurring  to  the  natu* 
ral  rights  of  man,  antecedent  to  political  eftablifli- 
raent,  confidered  what  was  mq/i  expedient  for  the 
char  after  and  circumjiances  of  the  Polijh  people.  The 
conftitution  of  PolJnd  having  been  extremely  defect- 
ive in  various  conftituents  of  liberty  ,and  fecurity, 
the  addrefs  in  its  claims,  propofed  fuch  changes  only 
as.  would  remedy  the  defe&s,  without  fubverting  the 
exifting  orders.  The  nobles,  clergy,  and  commons, 
fhould  continue  diftind,  and  the  nobility  retain  their 
rank,  dignity,  and  all  the  privileges  which  were 
compatible  with  public  freedom ;  they  fhould  only 
be  deprived  of  the  power  of  oppreffion  and  tyranny. 
The  commons  fhould  not  only  be  exempted  from 
civil  thraldom,  but  have  all  the  political  power  that 
was  confident  with  the  balance  of  the  eftates.    Re- 
quifitions  fo  difcriminately  moderate,  tending  to 
produce  the  balance  of  the  parts,  as  well  as  the  wel- 
fare of  the  whole,  were  moft  gracioufly  received  by 
the  Poliflj  nobility,  who  fhewed  themfelves  defirous 
of  promoting  a  new  fyftem,  conformable  to  the 
wiftc*  of.tlw  peopleM    The  Polifh  patriots  were 

eager 


a*t  HISTORY  OF  THE 

c  h  a  r,  eager  to  complete  their  reform,  before  Ruffia  fhook! 

\*^s~^  be  in  a  condition  to  give  them  any  effe&ual  infer- 
t79Ia  ruption.  Reports  were  fpread  and  fufpicions  enter- 
tained, that  there  was  a  new  partition  in  comtem- 
plation  :  the  only  way  to  prevent  fuch  a  calamity 
and  difgrace,  was  without  delay  to  eftablifh  a  fyftem 
of  polity,  which  (hould  produce  an  union  of  the 
whole  ftrength  and  energy  of  the  Polifli  nation,  re- 
lift  the  interference  of  foreigners  in  its  domeftic 
affairs,  and  preferve  its  natural  independence  and 
dignity.  With  thefe  views  the  patriots  formed  a 
fyftem,  which  had  for  its  bafis,  the  rights  claimed  in 
the  addrefs  of  the  people  ;  and  they  prefented  their 
plan  to  the  diet  at  Warfaw.  The  new  confutation 
propofed  two  obje&s ;  the  external  independence, 
and  internal  liberty  of  the  nation.  The  Roman  Ca- 
tholic religion  was  to  continue  to  be  the  national 
faith,  with  a  toleration  of  every  other  which  fhould 
peaceably  fubmit  to  the  eftabliihed  government. 
The  clergy  fhould  retain  their  privileges  and 
authority;  the  nobility  their  pre-eminence  and 
prerogatives ;  the  commons  including  the  citizens 
and  peafants,  (hould  participate  of  the  general 
liberty;  and  the  peafants  were  to  be  exempted 
from  the  predial  fervitude,  under  which  they  had  fo 
long  groaned.  Stipulations  between  the  landholders 
and  the  peafants  Ihould  be  equally  binding  on  both 
parties  and  on  their  refpeftive  fucceffors,  either  by  in- 
heritance oracquifition:  all  property  of  every,  rank, 
order,  or  individual  ihould  be  facred,  even  from 
the  encroachments  of  the  fupreme  national  power. 
To  encourage  the  population  of  the  country,  all 
people,  either  ftrangers  who  fwuld  come  to  fettle,  or 

native* 
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natives  who  having  emigrated  fliould  return  to  their  c  u  a  t. 
pountry,  might  become  citizens  of  Poland,  on  con*  w-v^> 
forming  to  its  laws.     The  constitution  fhould  be  KeS?2Jl«- 
compofed  of  three  diftindt  powers,  the  legiflative  ***<>*> *» 
power  in  the  Hates  affembled  j  executive  power  iu  mi«df  aud 
the  king  and  council ;  and  judicial  power  in  the  ju-  manvcby; 
rifdi&ion?  exifting,  or  to  be  eftablilhed.  The  crown 
was  declared  to  be  ele&ive  in  point  of  families,  but 
hereditary  in  the  family  which  fhould  be  chofen. 
The  propofed  dynafty  of  future  kings,  was  to  begin 
,with  the  Eie&or  of  Saxony,  and  to  defcend  to  his 
heirs.     The  king  at  his  acceflion  muft  engage  to 
fupport  the  new  cpnftitution,  and  was  to  command 
the  army,   ajid  prefide  in  the  legiflature  :  the  legis- 
lation was  to  be  veiled  in  two  houfes,  the  nobility 
and  commons^  meeting  by  their  reprefentatives ; 
and  the  judicial  power  was  to  be  veftedina  gradation 
of  courts,  rifing  tQ  one  general  and  national  tribu- 
nal.   Such  are  tjie  outlines*  of  the  constitution  of 
Poland,  which  appeared  to  fteer  a  middle  courfe 
between  ariftocratic  tyranny,  and  democratic  vio- 
lence.   It  feemed  well  calculated  to  maintain  inter-* 
nal  liberty,  encourage  the  induftry  of  the  great  mafs 
of  the  people,  improve  the  immenfe  advantages  of 
their  foil  and  fituation,  and  invigorate  their  energy 
by  the  newly  infufed  fpirit  of  perfonai  freedom  j  to 
confirm  futx>rdination  of  rank,  which  beft  guides 
the  efforts  of  the  people,  and  by  diffufing  harmony 
and  force  throughout  the  nation,  to  afford  the  di£ 
portion  and  means  of  maintaining  the  independence    * 

*  See  Otridge't  Annual  Regiftcr  for  2791.     Appendix  to 
Chrome,  page  89. 
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c  "  */•  of  Poland    There  were  members  of  the  diet  who 
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not  only  oppofed  thefe  proceedings,  but  drew  up  a 
proteft  againft  them  in  the  form  of  a  manifefto. 
Their  conduft  excited  univerfal  diflatisfa&ion,  and 
though  the  moderation  of  the  patriotic  party  offered 
-  no  infult  to  their  perfons,  yet  the  people  could  not 
forbear  to  view  them  with  indignation.  The  king 
and  the  other  leaders  of  the  popular  party  were  ex- 
tremely vigilant  in  reftraining  every  appearance  of 
violence.  Indeed  a  lingular  and  happy  circuraftance 
of  this  revolution,  was  the  peaceable  manner  in 
trith'ut  which  it  was  effefted :  Poland  attained  the  end  which 
biood&ed.  it  propofed,  without  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  life.  In 
framing  this  fyftem,  Staniflaus  himfelf  had  difplayed 
great  ability :  he  had  confulted  the  Englifh  and 
American  conftitutions,  and  with  acute  .  difcri- 
mination  had  fele&ed  fuch  parts  as  were  beft  adapted 
to  the  circumftances  of  Poland.  The  Polifh  pa- 
triots aware  of  the  difpofitions  of  Catharine,  and 
apprehending  other  neighbouring  ftates  to  regard 
the  projeft  with  a  jealous  eye,  urged  the  fpeedy 
adoption  of  the  new  conflitution  ;  and  they  exerted 
themfelves  fo  ftrenuoufly,  that  on  the  3d  of  May 
1791,  it  was  accepted  by  the  eftates,  and  all  orders 
and  clafles  of  men,  and  ratified  by  fuitable  oaths, 
and  inaugural  folemnities. 
Ra  c  of  The  fituation  of  Poland,  freed  from  the  Ruffian 

Catharine  at  yoke*  and  rifing  to  independence  and  refpe&ability, 
cipation  of  galled  the  pride,  and  alarmed  the  ambition  of  Ca- 
Poland}       tharine;  (he  was  enraged,  that  the  Poles,  over  whom 
,  the  for  many  years  had  imperioufly  domineered, 
now  afferted  a  right  of  managing  their  own  affairs: 
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{he  faw  in  the  power  of  Poland,  if  allowed  to  be  chap. 
confirmed,  under  her  prefent  conftitution,  a  bar  to  w^v^f 
the  accomplifliment  of  her  vaft  proje&s :  (he  was      I79l# 
therefore  eager  to  conclude  the  peace  of  Galatz,  on 
terms  left  humiliating  to  the  vanquifhed  Ottoman, 
than  from  her  fucceffes  fhe  might  have  expe&ed. 

There  were  circumftances  which  afforded  her  fcehopfito 
hopes  of  not  only  refuming  her  dilation  in  Poland,  newfyftem 
but  alfo  rendering  her  power  over  that  country  ofMaad' 
more  arbitrary  than  ever. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  French  revolution, 
the  other  great  powers  of  the  continent  were  fo  much 
engaged  in  their  own  feveral  proje&s,  as  not  to  be- 
ftow  an  adequate  attention  on  the  chara&er  and 
fpirit  of  the  Gallic  proceedings,     Spain  was  by  far 
too  feeble  to  entertain  any  hopes  of  interfering  with 
effe&  in  favour  of  fallen  monarchy.    The  king  of  impre(r,on 
Sardinia  afforded  refuge  to  the  exiled  princes  and  prenchre-6 
nobility,  but  could  fupply  no  important  aid.    The  vo,lutiono™ 
refugee  princes  and  their  party,  though  anxioufly  tries; 
eager  to  intereft  foreign  powers  in  the  caufe  of  the 
privileged  orders,  yet  during  the  year  1790,  had 
little  fuccefs ;  but  when  Leopold  had  reftored  tran*  °n  &>*«- 
quillity  in  the  Low  Countries,  after  having  concluded  ™gnu 
peace  with  Turkey,  and  being  on  terms  of  amity 
with  the  defenfive  alliance,  he  turned  his  attention  * 
to  the  fituation  of  France.    Though  moved  by  con* 
fanguinity,  he  was  yet  more  deeply  impreflcd  by 
kingly  fyrapathy  :  he  confidered  the  prefent  ruling 
party  in  France  as  inimical  to  all  monarchy,  and 
holding  up  an  example  which  be  apprehended  the 

*  Sec  Annual  Regifter  1791^  d>.  ir. 
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chap,  fubje&s  of  neighbouring  fovereigns  might  imitate: 
K^^^ij  and  in  thefe  fentimerits  other  princes  of  Germany  co- 
xw-  incided.  Leopold  however  was  aware  of  the  danger 
which  would  attend  fpeedyhoftilities,  unlefshe  fhould 
have  more  effectual  auxiliaries  than  the  petty  princes 
of  the  Germanic  empire.  His  own  refouf  ces  were  ,- 
impaired  by  the  war  from  which  he  had  fo  recently 
extricated  himfelf.  France  under  her  monarchical 
government  had  been  always  too  powerful  for  the 
German  empire ;  the  prefent  fyftem  would 'afford 
her  additional  energy.  From  thefe  confiderations 
fo  early  as  the  fpring  of  1791,  he  endeavoured  to 
intereft  other  potentates  in  his  obje&s;  and  with 
Ciwui«r  ^s  own  hand  *  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Emprefs  of 
ktterofthe  Ruffia,  the  King  of  England,  and  the  King  of 
<*her  Ptuffia,  alfo  to  the  King  of  Spain,  the  States  Gene- 
prmcei.  ^  ^  Kings  of  Sardinia  and  Naples  ;  propbfing  to 
form  an  union  and  concert  of  counfels  and  plans, 
for  the  purpofes  of  afferting  the  honour  and  liberty 
of  the  king  and  royal  family  of  France,  and  fetting 
bounds  to  the  dangerous  excefles  of  the  French  re- 
volution ;  to  inftruft  their  minifters  at  Paris  to  de- 
clare the  concert  which  fhould  be  fo  formed  ;  arid 
recommend  to  the  refpe&ive  princes  to  fupport  their 
declarations,  by  preparing  a  fufficient  force.  Should 
the  French  refufe  to  comply  with  the  joint  requifi- 
tion  of  the  crowned  heads,  the  confederated  powers 
would  fufpend  all  intercourfe  with  France,  colled  a 
confiderable  army  on  the  frontiers,  and  thereby 
compel  the  national  affembly  to  raife  and  maintain  a 
great  military  force  at  a  heavy  expence.    The  inter- 

*  Annual.  Regifter  a«  above. 
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ruptkm  of  trade,  and  general  induftry,  would  bring  c  h  a  p. 
the  people  of  France  to  more  fober  thoughts ;  and  k^^^j 
might  tend  to  the  evaporation  of  their  prefent  en-      l7*1- 
thufiafm.  On  fo  great  an  undertaking,  the  Emperor 
could  not  venture  alone;  the  concurrence  of  the 
other  great  powers,  efpecially  Pruffia  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, was  neceffary  to  give  efficacy  to  the  project 

Whatever  effed  this  application  might  have  on  Equitable 
the  powers  feverally,  to  whom  it  was  addreffed,  it  ^\J^wS 
did  not  fucceed  in  producing  the  propofed  concert.  ^[J^. 
The  principle  of  Britain  manifefted  not  only  in  her  f{^ *i£*  h 
declarations,  but  uniform   condud,  was  that  an  revolution. 
internal  change  in   the    political    fyftem  of  any 
country  did  not  juftify  the  interference  of  neigh- 
bouring nations,  unlefs  that  internal  change  led  its 
votaries  to  aggreffioh :    that  it  did  not  belong  to 
England  to  determine  whether  the  government  of 
France  ihould  be  monarchical  or  republican ;  and 
that  in  changing  her  conftitution,  humbling  her 
monarch,  degrading  her  nobility,  plundering  her 
church,  and  even  committing  various  ads  of  atrocity, 
in  her  own  provinces  or  metropolis,  flie  did  no  aft 
which  it  belonged  to  Britain  to  avenge :     ihe  in* 
Aided  no  injury  on  Britain.     As  impartial  obferv- 
ers,  Britons  might  individually  cenfure  French  pro- 
ceedings, as  unwife,  unjuft,  or  impious ;   but  the 
Britilh  nation  neither  pofTeffed  nor  aflerted  a  right 
of  didation  to  the  French  concerning  the  manage- 
ment of  their  own  internal  afiairs,  fo  long  as  their 
condud  did  not  produce  aggreflion  againft  this 
country. 

While  fymptoms  of  enmity  againft  the  French  Parit_ 
revolution  were  manifefting  themfelves  in  fome  of  lament 

**  and  banift* 
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the  neighbouring  countries,  its  votaries  were  pro- 
ceeding in  their  careen    With  great  expedition  they 
ejected  from  their  livings  the  refradory  priefts  who 
would  not  fwear  contrary  to  their  belief  and  con* 
fcience,  and  filled  their  places  with  mote  complai- 
fant  paftors,  who  were  willing  to  fubmit  to  the 
powers  that  be ;   and  in  a  few  months  there  was  a 
new  fet  of  fpiritual  teachers,  mod  eagerly  attached 
to  the  revolution  to  which  they  were  indebted  for 
their  benefices.    Befides  this  body  of  ftaunch  aux- 
iliaries, the   national    atifembly,    by  robbing   the 
church,  procured  another  fet  of  very  a&ive  affiftants 
in  the  holders  of  the  affignments.    Thefe  were,  in- 
deed, a  kind  of  revolutionary  pawn-brokers,  who 
advanced  money  on  plundered  effe&s,  and  depend- 
ed on  the  ftability  of  the  new  fyftem  for  payment. 
By  the  fpiritual  influence  of  the  new  priefts,  and 
the  temporal  influence  of  the  new  brokers,   who 
confifted   of  great  monied  capitalifts,  the  people 
became  (till  more  attached  to  the  revolution,  and  its 
engine  the  national  aflembly.      This  body  of  legif- 
lators,  finding  confifcation  fo  produ&ive  a  fource  of 
revenue,  deemed  it  unwife  to  confine  it  to  the  pro- 
perty of  the  church.     A  new  fund  they  provided  in 
the  eftates  of  the  refugee  princes  and  nobility* ; 
and  with  their  ufual  difpatch  they  patted  a  decree 
fequeftering  the  principal  eftates,  and  threatening 
to  confifcate  them  all  if  the  proprietors  did  not  im- 
mediately return.      Farther  to  equalize  property, 
they  pafled  a  decree  abolifhing  primogeniture,  and 
ordaining  that  the  property  of  parents  fhould  be 


*  See  proceedings  of  the  national  aflembly . 
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equally  divided  among  their  children*      But  the  C;£vjj.P' 
national  aflembly  now  extended  its  fyitem  of  con-  ^-v^ 
fifcation  to  the  properties  of  foreigners.     Several  %  im3£i»4i 
German  princes,    fecular  and   ecclefiaftkal,  held  ^^j^maa 
great  jJofleffions  in  Alface,  by  tenures  repeatedly  princes.    • 
ratified  under  the  moft  jfolenm  treaties ;   and  gua- 
ranteed by  the  great  neighbouring  powers.     Yet;  '.  « 
thefe  rights .  the  national  aflembly  overthrew  by  a 
mere  a&  of  lawlefs  robbery*.     This  flagrant  aggref- 
fion  an  the  rights  of  independent  powers,  not  only 
excited  the  indignant  refentment  of  the  princes  who 
were  a&ually  defpoiled,    but  the  difpieafure  and* 
apprehertlions  of  others    The  confifcation  df French 
property  by  the  government  was  an  invafion  of 
the  rights  of  trench  fubje&s.     But  the  invafion* 
of  foreign  property  was  a  declaration  of  intended 
hoftilities  againfl:  all  nations  to  which  their  plunder- 
ing arms  could  reach.     The  emperor  remonftrated  Theempt- 
on  this  violation  of  exifting  treaties,  requiring  com-  &£ ™*' 
penfation  lor  the  pad,  and  fecttrity  againfl  future  'wtLlifV 
attacks  on  the  rights  of  princes  of  the  empirfe.    The*  n*»M 
national  aflembly  imputed  this  requifition  to  hoftiU  menu. 
intentions,  and  affirmed  that  there  was  a  concert  of 
foreign  fovereigns*  French  princes,  and  ariftocra&y 
to  tfie&  a  counter  revolution  ;  Louis,  tteyfaid,had^ 
acceded  to  this  confederation,  and  was  preparing!* 
efcape  from  France.                                   ..-"••• 
••  H^s  majefty  at  Eafter  had  taken  the  facram$nt 
from  the  hands  of  a  yefra&ory  t  prieft,  and'  had 
thereby  given  great  offence  and  alarm  to  the  Pari- 
sians. •  It  >vas  aifo  remarked  that  he  had  recently 

*  See  proceedings  of  tfe  national  aflembly. 
•  f  Thofc  clergy  mafl  who  would  noUake  the  prefcribed  oath 
wei*,  by  the  revolutionifU,  ftyled  refra&ory  priefts. 
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chap,  promoted  officers  inimical  to  the  revolution.  On  the 
Km^ls/m^J  i*8th  of  April,  being  Eafter  monday,  his  majefty  and 
*79«-      family  intended  to  repair  to  St.  Cloud,  a  palace 
jaum  of       about  three  miles  from  the  city,  there  to  fpend  the 
s?cio5d°    hoEdays.      In  the  morning,   as    the  family  was 
h  p[heWted  ft^ppi^g  into  their  coaches,  an  immenfe  crowd  fur- 
populace,     rounding  the  carriages,  reftifed  to  fuflfer  them  to 
proceed,  and  infilled  that  they   fhould  remain  at 
Paris*    The  national  guards,  joining  the  multitude, 
exclaimed  that  the  king  fhould  not  be  fuffered  to  de-* 
part ;  and  thefovereign  found  it  neceflary  to  comply 
ttith  the  requifition  of  the  populace*    After  feveraF 
dtfouffioua,  thePariftans    reprefented  their  appre- 
henfum  of  dangers  affailing   them  from  various 
quarters,  and  efpecialty  the  king's  intimate  coun- 
ftltors.    His  majefty,  to  gratify  the  populace,  dif- 
miffed  various  royaliils  from  their  places  at  court, 
and  employed -other  means  to  remove  the  popular 
Memorial     difiatisfaQion.      One  ftep  which  he  took  for  this 
|£*£j£     purpofe,  was  to  fend  a  memorial  to  the  French 
^fatigft     mini  ft  er*  in  foreign  countries,  with  orders  to  deliver 
.  :  fc  4Qff  a|  each  court  where  they  i;efpe&ively  refided. 
Thii  document  recapitulated  the  events  which  pro- 
4uced  and  followed  the  revolution,  anddefcribed  thai 
great  ch&ag*  as  having  importantly  improved  the 
wndifon  both  of  the  monarch  and  the  people.    It 
extolled  the  new conftitution, reprob^f^the; effort^ 
OTkfrfoyed  to  Overthrew  that  beneficial  fabric,  mod 
dearly  and  unequivocally  exprefled  the  wt>yal  appro-5 
bitioh  o£  the  prefent  fyftem,  and  declared  that  th* 
affortions  of  thofe  Frenchmen  in  fordgn  pafts,  vh^ 
complained  that  he  was  obliged  tq  difguifchis  fen- 
umttotei were  utfowded  in  truth.    This  dSfpatch 


REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III.  art* 

being  communicated  on  the  23d  of  April  to  the  e  ft  A  *» 

national  aflembly,  was  received  with  the  loqdeft  ap*  J^!!^ 

plaufe,  and  ordered  to  be  pofted  up  in  the  moft  con-      *79^ 

fpicuous  places  of  every  municipality  in  the  king-. 

dom,  to  be  read  at  the  head  of  every  regiment  4nd 

company  in  the  army,  and  on  board  of  every  fiiip. 

in  the  navy.     For  feveral  weeks  the  greatest  har« 

mony  appeared  to  prevail  between  the  king  and  the 

aflembly.  Meanwhile  the  royalifts,  without  being  dlf- 

mayed  by  the  power  of  the  revolutionifts,  expreffed         ..  •  • 

their  fentiments  with  an  afperity,  which  increafed 

the  more  that  in  oppreffion,  they  faw  the  injuftice  of 

the  predominant  principles,  and  felt,  the  mifery  of 

theireffe&s.  Attachment  however  to  the  king'sperfoii 

and  family  deterred  them  from  meafures  which  they 

had  reafon  to  conclude,  would  endanger  his  fafety  % 

fhould  they  make  any  d^cifive  movement  towards 

a  counter  revolution,  they  did  nfct  doubt,  a  mafiacra 

of  the  royal  captives,   would  be  the  facrifice  ta 

popular  fury.     The  deliverance  of  .their  majefties 

and  the  family  from  a  Hate  of  Teal  captivity,  by 

whatever  name  it  might  be  called,, would  enable 

them  to  begin  their  attempts  without  hazarding  the 

royal  fafety*  .  They  believed  that  the  majority  of  jhe 

nation  fecretly  cherifhed  the  fame  fentiments  witk 

themfelves,  and  would  readily  co-operate  in  attempt* 

ing  the  reftoration  of  royalty  >  when  they  faw  hopes 

offupportand  fuccefs.     Under  this  convi&ion,  his 

majefty's  friends  employed  their  utmoft  dexterity  to 

effe&  his  efcape  from  Paris.      The  enterprize  ap* 

peared     arduous,   but  not  impra&icable ;  his  ma* 

jefty  was  accompanied  by  a  national  guard",  and 

alfobyaSwifs  guard;  the  latter  corps  was  warmly 

Pa  attached 
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Cx2vnP'  J**0**1  «aTninarion ;  and,  to  manifeft  their  fend, 
s^m^j  ments  refpe&ing  kings,  quoted  the  trial  of  Charles 
f  7V-      L  of  England,    A  deputation  of  three  members  was 
appointed  to  receive  the  king's  depofition:    his 
majelty  refufed  to  anfwer  any  interrogatories,  but 
avowed  his  willingnefs  to  make  known  the  motives 
for  his  late  departure.    His  intention  (he  faid)  was 
not  to  leave  the  kingdom,  but  to  repair  to  Mont* 
medi,  a  fortified  town  on  the  frontiers,  where  his 
perfonal  liberty  would  be  fecure,  and  his  public 
conduft  under  no  reflraint ;   and  where  he  could 
have  tranfafted  bufinefs,  together  with  the  affem* 
bly,  without  the  imputation   of   force*-    He  did 
not  objeft   to  the  conftitution,  but  oply  to  the 
t  fmall  degree  of  liberty  allowed  to  himfelf,  which  fo 

impaired  the  fanftion  of  his  voice,  as  to  give  it 
the  appearance  of  compulfion.  A  memorial  which 
he  left  at  his  departure,  iqore  fully  detailed  the 
various  grounds  of  his  difTatisfaftion  with  the 
national  afiembly ;  recapitulated  their  various  ads, 
and  very  ably  expofed  the  defpotic  ufurpatfpn  pf  the 
revolutionary  party.  The  alTembly  aofwer^d  this 
memorial  by  a  manifefto  which  was  intended  to  prove 
that  their  conduct  had  been  direded  by  regard  tp 
the  public  good,  that  its  effe£t  was  internal  profpe- 
rity,  and  3.  ftrength  that  would  refill  every  attempt 
at  a  counter-revolution,  From  the  unfuccefsful  ef- 
fort of  the  king  to.$fcape  from  thraldpm*  the  re- 
publicans derived  4  grfat  acceffiou  of  ftrength, 
They,  however,  thought  jt  prudent  tq  aflunje  in  the 
aflembly  the  appearance  of  moderation,  while  thei? 
emiflaries  and  afibciates  in  the  clubs  were  occupied 
jn  iftcreaftng  an^ong  the  ppopje  tjw.pj^^ij^  hatred 

of 
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ttf  monarchy.    No  faith  could  be  repofed,  they  at  e^JtiPm 
firmed,  in  the  king  or  any  of  his  adherents,  who  »._,.  -y   jr 
were  all  plotting  a  counter-revolution.     Under  pre-      l?*tm 
tence  of  guarding  againft  the  defigns  of  the  royai- 
ifts,  the  affembly  aflumed  the  organization  of  the 
army,   and,  indeed,  the  chief  part  of  the  executive 
power,  which,  at  the  confederation,  they  and  the 
people  had  fworn  to  leave  in  the  hands  of  the  kingw 
The  monarchical  party  now  adopted  a  fyftem  of  The  mo. 
open,  refolute,  and  vigorous  apportion,  which,  if  J£J^12!pt 
chofen  at  a  lefs  advanced  ftage,  might  have  faved  JySSTb« 
their  country  from  the  defpotifm  of  paramount  ite  to° lat*- 
mocracy.    They  declared  that  they  never  Would 
relinquish  the  defence  of  the  monarchy :  no  lefc  thaft 
two  hundred  and  eighty  joined  in  a  bold  and  expifc. 
cat  proteft  againft  the  decrees  by  which  the  aflemtriy 
afted  independently  of  the  crown  \  but  now  their 
firm  boldnefc  was  too  late.    The  national  afferably, 
to  guard  againft  foreign  invafion,  gave  dire&ionfi 
for  fortifying  the  frontiers.    Meanwhile  they  pro- 
ceeded  with  the  conftitutional  code ;  and  the  king's 
late  attempt  caufed  the  mfertion  of  feveral  articles 
which  had  not  b^een  before  propofed.    It  was  da- 
creed  by  a  great  majority,  that  a  king  putting  hiro- 
felf  at  the  head  of  an  armed  force,  hoftite  to  the 
ilate,  fliould  beconfidered  as  having  abdicated  the 
crown.     The  fame  penalty  was  denounced  againft 
himwerehe  toretradhh  oath^lrffidelhytotheoott-  ' 

ftitution,  or  incur  the  guilt  of  coafpiracy  againft  it  .  * 

faym  criminal  correfpondence  with  the  enemies  cf 
4hr  nation.  It  was  further  decreed,  that  after .  ft>c% 
-abdication  he?  fhould  be  treated  at  a  fimpfe  etti  not* 
andEib]«aed4ikd  aHo&erindifnduals,^  tJk  ccmimpfi 
P4  courfe 
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°xlvjiF'  cou,*c  °f  *aw*    There  was  a  very  warm    debate 
v*^v-0  about  the  inviolability  of  tie  king's  perfatu    At  this 
stztllf '      riffle  there  were  four  parties  in  the  national    afieni- 
parties        YAy9  ^ft  throughout  the  French  empire  :   the  roy- 
alifts,  whofe  objefit  was  the  reiteration  of  the  mo- 
narchy in  its  former  power  and  fplcndor  ;  the  mo.- 
derates,  who  wiihed  a  mixed  kingly  government, 
confifting  of  different  cfiates,  uniting  fecurity  and 
liberty  with  focial  order,  and  fubordination  :  the 
tfeiyd  was  the  conftitutionaliiis,  thefupporters  of  the 
exifting  polity,  which,  levelling  all  ranks  and  dif- 
tin&ions  of  fubjech,  ftili  retained  the  name  of  king, 
and  were  by. far  the  moft  numerous  :  fourthly,  4h^ 
republican*,  who  were  gaining  ground  ia  mun^e? 
,  and  ftrength.    The  royalifts  and  moderates  were 
eager  for  the*  inviolability  of  thtf;r0yal  peiffon ;  ■  •  the 
co»ftitutionaUft$  were  divided?  the  republicans  were 
ftrenuoufly  inimical  io  the  proportion  :  but:  after  a 
iong    and  animated  conteft,    perceiving  that  by 
,pcrfrfting   in  . their* oppofition  in  this  point    they 
would  lofe  the  fupport  of  many  conftkutionalifts,' 
in  order  to  conciliate .  the  different  .parties*,  they 
•propofed  certain  provisional  modifications  to.  accom- 
pany the  inviolability  of  the. royal. perfon.     Their 
opponents  thought  it  expedient  to  accede  to  a  com- 
inviohw-    promife ;.  and  it  .was  accordingly,  dacresd,  that  the 
kiJj°'speCr-  king's  pferibn,  with  certain  reftriftions  .and  lnaita- 
fen,  carried  ^^    fhould  be  igviolabk.  ;  A  decree  was  pafled, 

in  tne  ai-  *  »  * 

AmWy.       intrufting  the  ..education  of  the  dauphin  -to .  a  govtrr 

v  nor  appointed  by  the  national  fdTemWy*.  Aauooicrto 

rfarm  "him  to  co^ft it«tional  priridpksJ    Tha:mode- 

raifc'party  endeftveuhd  again  ta.inOfodtttev  Wo^fipi- 

rate  ohambeM, '  and  adarged;on^the  ble^^fete 

'.-.-•;  *      . '   :  Britilh 
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BntHh  confutation,  butrtheir  propofitbns  were  to.  chap. 
jccied.     The   conftitutional    code  being  finUMi  J^o 
fttfy  members  were  appdated  to  prefent  it  tothe      «79«.-. 
king:  thefe  waited  on<  his  majefty  with  great}  fo^ 
lemnity,  and  weie  very  gracioufly  received.    "When 
I  theyprefented  the  code;  he  mfoVified  them,  that  the 
importance  of  the  fubjeft  required  life  moft  attentive 
and  ferious  examination  y  and  that  as  foon  as  he  had 
acquitted  hirnfelf  of  this  duty,  •  He  would  apprize  the'  '     ' 

affembly*  of  his  intentions.    Th&'violent  republicans 
hoped  that  the  king  would  refufe  the  conftitation, 
and  thereby,  juftify  atdtflbndmifyftem.     The  king 
a»d  hii  friends  were  well  infbh&ed,  of  their  twlhes 
and  fchiarhjes:  tkd  people  in  general,  however,- were 
tiot  yet  dilporpd  to  eftabliih  a  commonwealth,  and 
the  greater  numbfer  of  them  t*ere  moft  sftrenuoos 
coaftitutlontLlifts.     Hi$:  frienfl^  a\fare?  of  « thfc.de-  Thcking'i 
figna.of  tbe  republicans,  advifed  the  king  to  accept  virJtimlo 
thje'c^ftimti^alwde.  #  Being  prevaikdiipon,  ic;  3^ 
onth^/i|th;pfSeptember^,wrote  a -fetter  ^annoim--  tionai  code, 
dig  ±us  acceptance,  and  defining  the  motives  Of  ftfcf 
former^  *ecent,  and  prdertt  conduft.    Th<?f©ll#fri  * 
ihgldayV  repairing  «o  the  national  afiembly,"  fife  "ver-' 
batty  declared  his  acceptance  of  thfe  *  confutation  •'  h*  accept 
and  ill  prefence'of  the  aflembly,  figned  his  declara^*  ^SiSSa 
tio'n.     He  was  received  with  great  refpeft,  and  affcmblr» 
attended  by  the  whole  aflembly  on  his  return  tothtf 
Thuitteries,  aftiidft  the  acclamations  of  all  Paris.  Oh* 
the  2  #th  of  September  the  conftitution  was  formally 
proclaimed  at  Paris.  The  fubftance  ofthe:pfoclam^ 
tion  waS,  that  thfe  important  work  of  the  cohltftfc 
#  fan  being  at  leftgth  perfeaed  by  the  aflembly,  ifc$ 
Iftaepted'^y  the  king*  it  was  now  entrufted  to'the' 
*  §<c  State  Puprn,  $epteftriier  15th,  1791.* 

prote&ion 
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fHDte&km  of  the  legiflature,  the  crown,  add  the 
Jaw ;  to  theaffe&ion  and  fidelity  of  fathers  of  fami. 
1Jv-      Jie$9  wives,  and  mothers  %  to  the  zeal  and  attachment 
of  tb$  young  citizens,  and  to  the  fpirit  of  the  French 
nation41.  While  the  affembly  had  been  thus  engaged 
•     incompleting  the  mw  conftitudonal  code,  k  be* 
.  Honoort      (lowed  the  higheft  honours  on  the  memory  of  thofe 
2£' th'dU*  revolutionising  pMlofophen  who  had  contributed  fo 
**"**-        powerfully  to  the  change.    As  Voltaire  had  been  f* 
efficacious  an  enemy  to  chriftianity  and  the  church, 
the  affembky  conferred  fignai  honours  an  his  re- 
mains, which  they  ordered  to  be  tranfported  from 
his  burial  place,  and  depofited  in  the  church  of  St. 
Genevire,  the  {dace  appointed  for  receiving  the 
afces,  and  perpetuating  die  memory  ,  of  thofe  who 
had  deferved  well  of  the  French  nation.     Equal 
honours  were  decreed  to  Rouffeau :  tie  had  been 
the  ubjeft  of  almoft  conftant  persecution  by  prie#* 
?a4  their  votaries.    France,  that  had  *iow  duelled 
the  clouds  of  fuperffcition,  and  broken  the  fitters  of 
tyranny,  after  hating  profited  fomuch  by  his  k- 
Wrs,  ought  t«  pay  that  veneration  to  his  memory 
when  dead,  which  ignorance  and  fuperi&ienhad 
>    denied  to  him  while  he  was  alive.  The  puMic  jojfted 
yith  the  affembly  in  doingiw>m|tge  to  the  c&tts&era 
ff  thefe  writers,  and  alfo  to  Helvetius  and  others, 
who  had  dillinguiihed  Aemfelves  by  their  exertions 
^g^inft  cbriftianity.     To  gratify  the  prevailing  fen- 
tjmeat,  the  theatres  were,  a*  ufoal,  accojnmodnted  \ 
pfcys  were  reprefent^d  hi  whkh-  iitf&e)  writer* 
gj>d  doftrines  were  held  up  to  adnw#i98 :  irfi* 
fop,  9nd  the  various  eftaWiflwn^t?  mi  ^r&afs  by 
wififr  it  had  been  m^ftfafd,  WW  &p^,*M»lfe 

•  Sfo  S(*te  P*fff*  ffpUaberafcfc,  H791," 
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cule  and  contempt.    Th*t  they  might  contribute  as  c  h  a% 
much  as  poffible  to  the  perpetuation  of  their  fyftem,  v-^-v-^ 
the  revolutionifts  endeavoured  to  inflii  fuch  fenti-      l^91* 
menu  concerning  the  relations  of  domcftic  and  pri- 
vate life,  as  would  bed:  correfpond  with  their  politi- 
cal eftabliflunents  *. 

Araidft  the,  many  plans  for  regenerating  France,  Want«r 
there  was  one  evil  which  ingenuity  could  not  reme-  mtm<y# 
dy,  this  was  the  fcarcity  of  money,  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  immenfe  forfeitures,  there,  was  dill  a  great 
deficiency  of  income  compared  with  expenditure* 
The  army  required  tQ  fupport  the  new  liberty  was 
more  numerous,  and  much  more  expenfive,  than 
the  armies  of  the  old  monarchy  had  been  at  the  moil 
extravagant  periods.  The  populace  confidered  ex- 
emption from  taxes  as  one  of  the  facred  rights  which 
they  ought  to  enjoy,  and  therefore  paid  .very. Ipa- 
ringly  and  r^luftantly.  The  bQldeft  and  mqft  ar- 
dent  champions  of  religious,  moral,  civil,  and  poli- 
tical regeneration,  negle&ed  ho  opportunity  of  com* 
mining  theft.  T he  affembly  had  declared  that  all 
property  belonged  to  the  (late :  from  this  compre~ 
henlive  theorem  they  deduced  a  corollary  f,  thatt 
whatever  was  thus  acquired  by  the  ftate  belonged 
tp  any  lawgiver  or  ftateftnan  that  could  get  it  into  • 
his  poffeffion.  Though  thefe  peculators  publicly  ce* 
lebrated  the  credit  of  die  national  paper,  in  their 
pwn  accumulations  they  gave  the  preference  to  gold 
Wl  filve^.  Many  other  ippnied  men  who  had 
wafled  their  qcfees  by  bis  means,  being  doubtful 

*  Sec  Burke't  Letter  t^  a  Member  of  the  National  Af- 
JcmMy. 
t  i*  thjhiftbifay  of  Jtcofcinifro. 
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chap,  concerning  the  (lability  of  the  new  government, 
^^-^  hoarded  the  greater  part  of  their  cafh.  All  who 
i79»«  WCre  difaffe&ed  to  the  revolutionary  fyftem,  to  dif- 
courage  affignats  as  well  as  to  fecure  their  own  pro- 
perty, concealed  as  much  as  poffible  their  gold  and 
filver.  A  great  part  of  the  hidden  treafures  was 
lodged  in  foreign  countries,  efpecially  the  Britilh 
funds,  which  even  the  French  patriots  pra&ically 
acknowledged  to  afford  the  beft  fecurity  for  pro- 
perty *•  As  filver  and  gold  difappeared,  the  paper 
money  was  proportionably  depreciated;  and  great  pe- 
cuniary diftrefs  prevailed.  The  indigent  now  became 
a  more  numerous  body  than  ever,  and  made  defpe- 
rate  through  want,  broke  into  every  recefs  where 
they  thought  money  was  hoarded,  and  exercifed 
their  depredations  with  fiichi  dexterity,  that  numbers 
of  individuals  loft  immenfe  fum?,  notwithftanding 
the  carefulnefs  and  extraordinary  precautions  with 
which  they  had  been  concealed*.  As  a  confiderabie 
part  of  pecuniary  diftrefs  was  imputed  to  the  admi- 
niftrators  of  the  revenue  who  were  the  mod  zealous 
members  of  the  popular  party,  the  ariftocrats  very 
minutely  inveftig^ted  and  feverely  fcrutinized  their 
of  account*,  conduct  j  and  when  the  accounts  were  prefented  for 
infpeSion,  declared  openly,  that  they  conceived 
.  them  falfe,  and  the  documents  and  vouchers  by 
which  they  were  fupportcd  fabricated  for  the  pur- 

**  So  great  wis  the  influx  of  French  money  into  Enghfnd 
daring' the  y<rar:I70iA  that  whereas  &ven»y41vta  had  beentta 
average  price  of  the  con foli dated  annuities  of  three  per  cent. 
dining  the  five  preceding  yeto  of  peace  and  profperStyv  from 
midfummer  1791  the  average  price  was  about  eighty-eight. 
*  See  Piayfaironjacobioifm/  :  • '  ;    •  wi 
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pofe  of  covering  fraud  and  depredation.     Jhe.^gUr  <r  P  V*  $• 
ments  and  ftatements  were  very  ftrong  and  clear,  but  ^^y^ 
the  aflembly  overthrew  arithmetical  refults  b^  a  inar       *7*V 
jority  of  votes  j  wi&fofar  the  patriots  were  cleared 
from  the  charges.     The  purgation  of  thefe  patriotic 
financiers  w'as  the  laft  important  a£t  of  the  national 
aflembly:    on  the  30th  of  September  1791,   thi$  Delation 
body  was  diflblved  by  a  fpeech  from  the  king,  in  ^ona*  *£" 
which  he  folemnly  repeated  his  promifes  to  maintain  f«mWy- 
the  conftitution.  ..*'** 

Thus  terminated  the  firfl:   national   aflembly  of  Reviftmof 
France,  which  in   little  more  than  two  years  had  piiS^s 
efFe&ed  a  more  complete  change  in  the  government,  thi*^ody.y 
ranks,  orders,  laws,   religion,  doftrines,  opinions, 
ientiments,  and  manners  of  the  people,  than  any  fce- 
giflative  body  ever  before  effe&ed  in  a  feries  ojf  ages. 
It  found  an  abfolute  monarchy;   left 'an  uncon-  HoWit 
trouled  popular  legiflature,  with  a  king  nominally  li-  left  Fiance, 
mited,  a&ually  fubdued.  It  found  the  laws,  whicfi 
emanating  from  the  Roman  code,  and  intermingled 
with  the  feudal  inftitutions-,  had  fpread  over  the  great- 
er part  of  Europe,  andftfbfifted  in  France  for  twelve 
centuries ;  k  left  a  new  code,  which  originated 
in  a  metaphyseal  fi&ion  of  univerfal  equality  ;  vin- 
dicated toman,  when  member  of  a  community,  all 
therigfits  which  might  belong  to  him  in  a  ftate  of 
reparation  from  his  fellow  men,  and  applied  to  a  con- 
ftituted  fociety  principles  that  prefuppofe  no  fociety 
to  exift.  Itf  found  difparity  of  rank,  a  political  refult 
from  inequality  of  ability  and  chara&er,  extending* 
hfelf  to  descendants :  k  left  all  rank  and  eminence 
levelled  with  meannefs  and  obfeurity  ;  feeing  that  in? 
the  progrefs  of  hereditary  tranfmiflion  there  might? 

be 
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*xlvii*  **  ^eg*1**""^  inftead  of  correcting  the  abufe,  if 
w-v-%*/  abolifhed  the  eftablifhment.    It  took  away  one  of 
*7,'#      the  ftrongeft  incentives  to  fplendid  and  beneficial 
a&ions,  in  the  defire  of  a  parent  to  acquire,  main- 
tain, or  extend,  honour  or  dignity,  which  he  may 
not  only  enjoy  himfelf,  but  tranfmit  to  his  children. 
It  found  the  people,  though  turbuldnt,  and  reluft- 
totly  Abmitting  to  arbitrary  power,  well  inclined  to 
a  free  fyflem,  which  Ihould  include  order  and  fob* 
ordination*    Expelling  monarchical  defpotifm,  in- 
ftead  of  flopping  at  the  middle  ftage,  which  wifdom 
dictated,  it  carried  the  people  to  the  opposite  ex- 
treme of  democratic  anarchy.    Impreffing  the  mul- 
titude with  an  opinion  that  the  general  will  was  the 
fole  rule  of  government,  it  induced  them  to  fuppofe 
that  their  wills  jointly  and  individually  were  to  be 
exempt  from  reftraint ;  and  that  the  fubje&ion  of 
paffion  to  the  controul  of  reafon  and  virtue,  was 
an  infringement  of  liberty.      It  found  property 
fecure,  and  left  arbitrary  confifcation  predominant. 
It  found  the  people  chriftians  ;   left  them  infidels, 
in  an  its      **u*  whatever  opinion  impartial  poflerity  may  enter- 
rorifcffed    ta*n  °^  ^  legttlative  body,  either  in  the  revo- 
tbe  genius    lution  which  they  effe&ed,  or  the  new  fyftem  which 
or  the fgy    they  eftablifhed,  it  mult  be  admitted  that  un- 
dwaaer.     common  ingenuity,  (kill,  vigour,  and  perfeverance, 
were  difplayed  in  the  means  adopted  to  give  to  the 
projected  changes  the  defired  eflfeft.    Their  great 
and  fundamental  principle  was,  to  revolutionize  the 
minds  of  their  countrymen,  as.  the  only  Aire  means 
of  civil  and  political  revolution.    In  the  clubs,  the 
populace,  and  the  army,  modelled  by  their  pleafure, 
they  formed  moft  effe&ual  inftruments  for  carrying 

their 
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their  fchemes  into  Execution,  and  rendering  their  will  cha>, 
the  paramount  law*    The  firft  n&tiofial  affetably  »^vO 
manifefted  ability  and  genius,  which,  unfortunately      lHu 
for  their  country,  were  neither  guided  by  wifdem 
nor  prompted  by  virtue. 

The  revolutionary  leaders  did  not  confine  thdhr  *<**&<*-. 
efforts  to  their  own  country.    They  employed  emit  SmfiSJ0" 
faries  in  othec  nations  to  diffeminate  their  principled 
and  co-operate  with  champions  in  the  fame  caafe*: 
A  fpirit  of'  political  enthufiafm  had,  indeed,  been 
ipread  through  a  great  part  of  Europe*    In  Get-1 
many,  and  particularly  in  the  Pruflian  dominions,  a' 
fet  arofe,  though  under  different  denominations, 
who,  afcribing  the  greater  part  qf  human  calamities 
to  bigotry,  fuperftkion,  arbitrary  power,  and  error, 
endeavoured  to  awaken  their  cotemporaries  to  the 
moil  animated  hopes,  of  the  advantages  that  were' 
to  flow  from  political  improvement,  phitofophical 
education,  and,  in  all  things,  a  vigorous  exercife 
of  reafon*    They  pr4|effed,  at  the  fame  tirfce,  th£ 
warmeft;  fentiments  of  humanity,  and  a  fpjrit  of 
univerfal  philanthropy.     IA  Britain,  as  we  have-  Britain, 
feen,  the  leading  do&rifres  of  the  French  revo- 
lution wire  maintained  frbift  various  c&ufes,  and  to 
different  extents,  by  numbers  of  writers,  more  efpe- 
cially  by  thofe  of  the  unitarian  diffenters.    Iii  the 
beginning  of  this  year  Dr.  Prieftley  employed  his- 
rapid  and  indefatigable  pen  in  anfwering  Mr.  Burke. 
After  repeating  his  ufual  arguments  againft  the  ex- 
tfting  eftabfifltments,  the  do&or  confined  faimfelf  to  ' 

a  prophetic  vifion  of  the  manifold  bleffings  which 
'were-  i*  fibw  through  the  world  from  the  glorious- 
Freafch  revolution*   This  event  was  to  diffufe  liberty*  * 
to. meliorate  fociety,,  and  to iiicreafe  virtue  and  bap- 

pinefs* 
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CxlvilP'  P*nefu    A  political  •millennium  was  about. to  be 
v-j^v^j;  eftabli&ed,  when  men  fhqpld  be  govgpied  by  the 
cerlin1"      purity  of  their  OW,  nyiwt*  $x)d  the.  moderation,  of 
JS™*    Uieir  own  deftres,  witbcoU  flxtsrnal  coercion,  when 
£Ea  m5T  no  authority  fhould  cxift  butlhLalof.rcifoEu,  and  no 
legiflators  but  phitofophefs,.  aord  .diffcfainators  of 
truth.    But  a  work  foon  aftermade  its  appearance, 
which,  however  little  entitled  ta,hUtoritalxecord 
fpr  its  own  intrinfic  merits,  is  wdl  worthy  of  men- 
tion, as  the  caufe  of  very  important.' and  alarming 
effefts ;  this  was  a  treatife  entitled,  The  rights  of 
man,  by  Thomas  Paine  ;   already  mentioned  as  the 
author  of  a  violent  pamphlet  written  to  prevent  re- 
union between  Britain  and  her  colonies.      Paine 
having  gone  to  Paris  foon  after  the  commencement 
of  the  revolution,  and  thoroughly  imbibed  its  doc- 
trines and  fentiments,  undertook  to  induce  die  En- 
glifh  to  copy  fo  glorious  a  model.     Perhaps,  in- 
deed, there  never  was  a  writer  who  more  completely 
attained  the  art  of  impofing  and  impreffing  nonfenfe 
on  ignorant  and  uadiftinguifiiing  minds*  as  ienfe 
and  found  reafoning;   more  fitted  for  playing  on 
the  paffions  qf  the  vulgar ;  for  gaining  their  Sec- 
tions by  gratifying  their  prejudices,  and  through 
thofe  afF^&ions  procuring  their  affent  to  any  affer- 
tions  which  he  chofe  to  advance.     His  manner  was 
peculiarly  calculated  to  imprefs  and  efied  fuch  ob- 
KigM$  of     je£ts»   The  coarfe  familiarity  of  his  language  was  in 
^xtl^oi     UAiibn  with  vulgar  tafte ;  the  dire&nefs  of  his  efforts 
If  to  the0"    ^  boldnefs  of  his  affertions  paffed  with  ignorance 
fentimcnti    for  thc  confidence  of  undoubted  truth.      It  was 

and  paflionj  '  # 

of  the  vuu    not  only  the  manner  of  his  communication,  but  the 
fubftance  of  his  dottrine,  that  was  peculiarly  pleaf- 
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ing  to  the  lower  ranks.    Vanity,  pride,  and  ambi-  chap. 
tion,  are  paffions  which  exift  with  as  much  force  in  v^-y-^J 
the  tap-room  of  an  ale-houfe  as  in  a  fenate.    When       I79r- 
peafants,  labourers,  and  journeymen  mechanics,  were 
told  that  they  were  as  fit  for  governing  the  country  as 
any  man  in  parliament,  it  was  a  very  pleafing  idea;  it 
gave  an  agreeable  fwell  to  theirfelf-importance:  when 
farther  informed,  that  they  were  not  only  qualified 
for  fuch  high  appointments,  but  alfo,  if  they  exerted 
themfelves  that  they  were  withinthe  reach,  they  were 
ftill  more  delighted.     Through  a  book  fo  popular,  A^^g 
very  great  additions  were  made  to  the  Englifli  ad-   °famons 
mirers    of  the  French  revolution;     Societies  and  ranks!1*' 
clubs,  in  imitation  of  the  French  Jacobins,  faft  in- 
creafing  in  number  and  divifions,  teftified  the  higheft 
approbation  of  Paine's  Rights  of  Man ;  and  very  in- 
duftrioufly,  through  their  affiliations,  fpread  cheap 
editions  of  it  among  the  common  people,  in  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom. 

On  the  1 4th  of  July  a  party  of  the  admirers  of  the  Comme_ 
French  revolution  met  at  Birmingham  to  commemo-    moratioD  °* 

.  -        ,  °  .  the  French 

rate  its  commencement,  under  the  auipices  of  its  great   revolution 

champion  Dr.  Prieftley.    Previous  to  the  meeting,  hi*!™"1* 

a  hand-bill  *  was  circulated  outrageoufly  feditious*  ! 

ftigmatizing  all  the  eftabliflied  orders,  and  urging 

infurre&ion  againft  church  and  ftate.     As  the  ma-  * 

jority  of  the  inhabitants  were  warmly  attached  to  the 

conftitution,  this  mifchieyous  production   excited 

very  great  alarm  and  rage.     The  celebrators  having 

affembled,   the    populace   furrounded  the  tavern 

wherethey  were  met  j  and  as  Dr*  Prieftley  had  fo 

*  See  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  July  I791,  and  Chronicle  of 
Annual  Regifter  for  the  fame  month.  ' 

Vol.V,  (^  oftea 
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C"AP'  °ften  ^d  openly  avowed  his  enmity  to  the  church, 
v^v^J  they  very  unfortunately  fuppofed  that  the  prefent 
1 791'      paper,  dooming  our  eftablifhment  to  deftru&ion,  was 
compofed  and  difperfed  by  him  and  his  votaries. 
Rius.         Under  this  apprehenfion  they  became  extremely 
riotous,  burnt  one  of  the  conventicles,  deftroyed 
d  amnion   feveral  private  houfes,  and,  among  the  reft,  the  li- 
Pndiicy,j    ^rary  °f  ^r*  P"e^^ey>  containing  a  moft  valuable 
library.       apparatus  for  philofophicai  experiments,  and  alfo 
many  manufcripts.     The  tumults  raged  for  two 
days  fo  violently  that  the  civil   magiflrates   were 
inadequate  to  their  fuppreffion.     A  military  force 
arriving  the  third  day,  difperfed  the  mob  ;  and  the 
magiflrates,  thus  aflifted,  re-eftablifhed  tranquillity. 
All  friends  to  our  king  and  conftitution  fincerely 
regretted  thefe  lawlefs  proceedings,  though  evidently 
originating  in  a  zealous  attachment  to  our  eftablifh- 
ment.     Men  of  fcience  lamented  the  deftru&ion  of 
Dr.  Prieftley's  library,  of  his  colle&ion,  machinery, 
and  compofitions  on  phyfical  fubje&s,  in  which  de- 
partment the  exertions  of  his  talents  and  learning 
were  fupremely  valuable. 
The  doc         The   conduft    of   Dr.  Prieftley   himfelf   upon 

tor  scon-  J 

dudt.  this  occafion,  though  it  could  not  diminifh  the 

public  abhorrence  of  fuch  outrageous  violence, 
by  no  means  increafed  fympathy  in  the  fuffer- 
ings  of  its  principal  objed.  Haftening  to  Lon- 
don, he  wrote  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Birmingham,  in  which,  though  he  juftly  ex- 
pofed  the  lawlefs  diforder  of  the  infurgents,  and  na- 
turally complained  of  the  mifchiefs  that  they  had 
perpetrated,  yet  the  main  fcope  of  his  letter  was  to 
attack  the  church,  and  impute  the  riots  to  its  prin- 
cipal fupporters  in  the  vicinity.    The  tumultuous 
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cxcefles  he  illogically  and  falfely  afcribed  to  the 
badnefsof  the  caufe  ;  as  if  the  intrinfic  merits  of 
any  fyftem  could  be  leffened  by  the  madnefs  or 
folly  of  its  defender's.  Various  addreffes  of  condo- 
lence fent  to  Dr.  Prieftley  by  focieties  of  diflenters, 
and  other  clubs,  very  clearly  demonftrated  the 
fanguine  hopes  of  the,  writers,  that  the  downfall  of 
our  eftablifhments  was  approaching. .  Mr.  Benjamin 
Cooper,  fecretary  of  the  revolution  fociety,  hoped 
that  the  church  which  he  (Mr.  Benjamin  Cooper) 
pronounced  an  ignorant  and  interefted intolerance ,was 
near  its  end.  Dr.  Prieftley's  reply  chimed  w}th  this 
Mr.  Benjamin  Cooper's  tune.  The  young  ftudents 
at  Hackney  college,  expreffed  their  conviftion  of 
the  folly  of  exifting  eftablifhments.  Prieftley's  an- 
fwer*  to  their  letter  may  be  confidered  as  a  recita- 
tion of  bis  political  creed.  The  hierarchy  (he  faid) 
equally  the  bane  of  chriftianity  and  of ,  rational 
liberty,  was  about  to  fall :  he  exhorted  thefe  young 
men  ftrenuoufly  to  ufe  their  efforts  in  fo  glorious  a. 
caufe,  and  to  fhew  by  the  ardor  wad  force  of  their  ex- 
ertions againft  the  conftituted  authorities,  how  much 
more  enlightened  underftandings,  and  liberal  fen- 
timents  were  formed  by  the  plan  and  inftru&ions  of 
their  academy,  than  thofe  that  were  imbibed  in  na- 
tional inftitutions,  fettering  and  deprefling  the  mind. 
The  do&rines  fo  earneftly  inculcated  by  Prieftley  and 
his  clafs  of  enemies  to  our  eftablifhments,  tended  to 
promote  the  fuccefs  ofPaine's  political  leffons.  Prieft- 
ley was  more  fitted  for  forming  vifionary  and  fophif- 
tical  fpeculatifts  among  men  of  fuperficial  literature, 

*  See  Gentleman's  Magazine,   for  November! 791,  p.  1024, 
and  Annual  Regifter,  179 1.     Appendix  to  Chronicle,  p.  86. 
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chap,  whereas  Paine  was  bed  qualified  for  effe&ing  a 
k^-^+j  change  on  the  vulgar  and  ignorant    Prieftltey  dealt 
com  Vrir     C^e^y  m  prefcription ;  his  noftrum  to  be  applied  to 
between      every  cafe  was  alterative  :  Paine  was  operatical  and 
Jd  pZU.    propofed  immediate  ineifietu    From    Prieftley  pro- 
ceeded fuch  phildfophers  as  Godwin  and  Hoicroft, 
from  Paine  fuch  practical  reformers  as  Watt  and 
Thelwall.     Prieftley,  to  ufe  his  own  words,  had 
laid  the  train,  Paine's  defire  was  to  light  the  match. 
Republican,  and  even  democratic  principles,  con- 
tinued to  make  a  rapid  progrfefs  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  year.    It  would  be  extremely  urijuft  and 
illiberal  to  impute  to  Unitarian  diflenters  indifcri- 
minately,  the  principles  and  intentions  fo  obvious  in 
the  herefiarch.      It  is  however  well  known,  that  if 
not  all,  very  many  of  that  clafs  of  diflenters  were  at 
this  time  inimical  to  the  Britifh  conftitution  of  church 
rhP;h  and    and  ftate.     Befides  the  diflenters,  there  were  other 
duTufton  of  fets  of  men  who  regarded  the  French  revolution  as 
iJindpks*    a  m°dcl  fi»  imitation.    From  caufes  purely  political, 
without  any  mixture  of  theology,  fome  of  the 
votaries  of  a  change  in  parliament,  and  other  de- 
partments of  the  ftate,  conceived  the  diffufion  of 
French  principles  highly  favourable  to  their  plans  of 
reform.    In  the  metropolis,  befides  men  of  genius 
and  learning,  well  affe&ed  to  the  French  revolu- 
tion, there  was  another  fet  of  adventurers  in  litera- 
ture xand  politics,  very  eager  in  maintaining  and 
widediffu-  fpreadingits  do&rines.      If  learning  be  not  more 
L^nfciai     profound  in  the  prefent  than  in  former  ages,  it  is 
mmtu*,      certafoiy  fpread  over  a  much  wider  furface.     The 
commercial  opulence  of  the  country  encourages  the 
manufa&ure  and  fale  of  literary  commodities  of 

every 
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every  value  and  denomination.    The  demand  ex-  chap. 
tending  to  a  vaft  variety  of  produ&ions,  which  v-^v-o 
require  neither  deep  learning  nor  vigorous  genius,  fcvJ™  y. 
the  number  of  authors  multiplies  in  proportion  to  *? ,evolu- 
the  moderate  qualifications  that  are  neceffary.     All  outim. 
thefe,  down  to  tranflators  of  German  novels,  and  col- 
lectors of  paragraphs  for  the  daily  papers,  deem  them- 
ielves  perfons  of  genius  and  erudition,  and  members  of 
the  republic  of  letters*     In  France,  literary  men  pof- 
feffed  great  direction ;  many  of  this  clafs  in  England 
conceived,  that  if  the  fame  fyftera  were  eftablifhed 
here,  they  might  rife  to  be  directors  in  the  new 
order  of  things.  There  were  in  the  literary  clafs,  as 
in  other  bodies,  perfons  who,  from  a  benevolent 
enthufiafm,    hoped   that  the  French  conftitutioa 
would  extirpate  vice  and  mifery,  and  diffufe  over 
the  world  philanthropy  and  happinefs.    Among  the 
literary  producers,  there  was  one  fet  who  thought 
the  higheft  perfection  of  the  human  character  was 
fenfibility ;  and  that  the  reftraints  of  religious  and 
moral  precepts,  -as  well  as  of  political  eftablilhmcnts, 
were  harfh  and  tyrannical,  becaufe  they  fo  often 
contradi&ed  the  impulfe  of  fentiraental    feeling ; 
thefe  praifed  the  French  revolution  in  the  belief 
that  it  was  inimical  to  auftere  reitri6Hons.    Under  M     Xnn 
this  clafs  were  to  be  ranked  various  female  votaries  wouftpne- 
of  literature,  and  at  their  head  Mary  Ann  Woll* 
ftonecraft,  who  produced,  as  a  counterpart  to  the 
Rights  of  Man,  a  performance  entitled  the  Rights 
of  Woman;  vindicating  to  the  fex  an  exemption 
from  various  reftri&ions  to  which  women  had  been 
hitherto  fubje&ed  from  the  tyranny  and  ariftocracy 
of  men  j  but  firft  and  principally  from  the  reftraint 
9.3  of 
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ofchaftity;  and  claiming  the  free  and  full  indufc 
gence  of  every  gratification  which  fancy  could  fug- 
geft,  or  paflion  ftimulate.  Befides  thefe  claffes, 
there  was  a  great  and  multiplying  variety  of  clubs 
for  political  difcuflion  and  debate.  To  thefe  re- 
ported many  mechanics,  tradefmen,  and  others, 
from  a  defire  extremely  prevalent  among  the  lower 
Englifh,  of  diftinguifhing  themfelves  as  /poke/men. 
By  degrees,  from  hearing  fpeeches  and  reading  pam- 
phlets,theyfuppofed  themfelves  politicians  and  philo- 
sophers, and  thought  it  incumbent  on  fo  enlightened 
men,  to  drop  the  prejudices  of  education ;  and  facri- 
ficed  religion,  patriotifm,  and  loyalty,  at  the  fhrine 
of  vanity.  Fromfo  many  caufes,  and  through  fo 
many  agents,  the  revolutionary  do&rines  were 
difleminated  very  widely.  To  facilitate  circula- 
tion, opulent  votaries  publifhed  cheap  editions  of 
the  moft  inflammatory  works,  efpecially  Paine's 
Rights  of  Man,  which  contained  the  eflfence  of  all 
the  reft. 

But  men  of  high  rank,  and  of  the  higheft 
ability  and  character,  ftill  admired  the  French  revo- 
lution as  likely  to  produce,  when  correfted  by  lime 
and  experience,  the  extenfion  of  moderate  and 
rational  liberty  ;  and  befides  Dr.  Prieftley,  a  few 
others  of  eminent  genius  celebrated  the  French 
changes,  in  literary  works.  Of  thefe,  by  far  the 
moft  diftinguifhedproduftipn  that  appeared  in  Eng- 
land in  vindication  of  the  French  revolution,  was  Mr. 
Mackintofli's  anfwer  to  Mr.  Burke.  The  obvious 
purpofe  of  this  learned  and  philofophical  ^vriter  is 
the  melioration  of  the  condition  of  man j  convince^ 
that  men  habitually  guided  by  reafon,  and  deterr 

mined 
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mined  by  virtue,  would  be  happier  under  fmall  c  h  a  p. 
than  confiderable  reftraints,  he  propofed  a  controul  v^-v~*-> 
too  feeble  for  the  a&ual  ftate  of  men  now  exifting ;  Vij!JJ?cjx 
much  more  of  a  peopte  whofe"riational  chara&er,  G»nic*. 
from  the  old  defpotifm,  and  other  caufes,  required 
a  greater  degree  of  contrdul  than  fome"  of  their 
neighbours.      The  erroneous  conclufiofts  of  this 
forcible  and  profound  writer,   appear  to  have  arifen 
from  two  fources  ;  firft  he  argued  from  a  fuppofi- 
tion  of  an  'attainable  perfection  in  the  human  cha- 
ra&er,  inftead  of  an  accurate  eftimate  of  the  degree 
of  perfection  which  it  had  a&ually  attained.     Se- 
condly, he  appears  to  have  been  mifinformed  con- 
cerning the  principles,  fpirit,  and  character  of  the 
French  revolutionifts. 

Great  and  important  as  the  progreffions  of  public  Marriage  of 
opinions  were  in  1791,  to  arreft  the  attention  of  the  ofVork* 
philofophical  obferver,  the  a&ual  events  in  England  p^fs  of 
to   employ  the  pen   of  the  ^  annalift,     were    not  Pruffia* 
numerous.      His  highnefs  the  Duke  of  York,  in 
the  clofe   of  the  year  1 791,' *  married  the  eldeft 
Princefs  of  Pruffia,  between  whom  and  the  Englifh 
prince  a  mutual  affe&knr  had  fubfxfted  ever  fiuce 
the  royal  youth's  refidence  at  the  court  of  Berlin. 
The  arrival  of  the  fair  ftranger,  the  many  feftivides 
that  enfued  on  fo  aufpicious  an  occafion,  and  the 
appearance  of  the  new  married  couple  in  public, 
agreeably  relieved  the  political   difcuffions  which 
bad  long  abforbed  the  attention  of  the  public. 
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CHAP.  XLVIIL 

Mating  of  Parliament.— Oppofition  eenfure  the  eonduB  of 
minifiry  receding  Ruffia.— Incidental  hut  interefiing  de~ 
hates  about  the  French  revolution*~Real  difference  between 
MeJJrs.  Burke   and  Fox. — Motion  of  Mr,    Whiibread 
re/peeling  the  riots  at  Birmingham.— Petition  of  the  Uni- 
tarian   diffenters — rejected**— Multiplication    of  political 
clubs. — Society  of  the  friends  of  the  people — rani,  character^ 
and  property  of  the  members.— Mr.  Grey. — The  Earl  of 
Lauderdale.— Addrefs  of  the  fociety  to  the  people  of  Great 
Britain.— Intention  good,  but  tendency  dangerous. — Mr. 
Pitt  oppofes  this  engine  of  change.— Rife  and  progrefs  of 
correfponding  focieties.— Second  part  of  Thomas  Paine9 s 
Rights    of  man.— Ferment    among    the  populace.— The 
lower  clajfes  become  politicians  andfatefmen.— -Proclamation 
ogainft   feditious    writihgs-~difcuj/ed    in    parliament.— 
Schifm  among  the  members  of  oppofition. — The  heir  ap- 
parent teftifies  his  zeal  for  fupporting  the  Britijh  con/litution. 
— General Satisfaction  from  the  manifeftation  of  the  prince** 

fentiments. — Bill  for  the  amendment  of  the  London  police.— 
Humane  and  difcriminate  proportions  of  Lord  Rawdon 

fir  the  relief  of  debtors  and  benefit  of  creditors. — Abolition 
of  the  Jlave  trade  is  carried  in  the  houfe  of  Commons.—' 
Subject  dif  cuffed  in  the  houfe  of  Lords*— Duke  of  Clarence 
oppofes  the  abolition*— His  highnefs  exhibits  a  mafierly  view 
of  the  various  arguments.— The  queftion  poftponesL— 
State  of  the  crown  lands— efyecially  fore/Is* — Mr.  Pitt's 
hill  for  enchftng  parts  of  the  New  Foreft—difapproved--- 

\rejected  by  the  peers.-  —Mr.  Dundas9s  hill  for  facilitating 
the  payment  of  wages  and  prize  money  to  failors—paffed.—- 
Finances.— Projperousjlate  of  commerce  and  revenue. — 
Profpect  of  farther  reducing  the  dehty  and  dimini/bing 
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the  taxes* — Flourijhing  Jlate  of  India  finances. — Political 

Jlate  and  tranfaclions  in  India. — Beneficial  effects  of  Mr. 
Pitt's  legiflative  meafuresy  and  Mr.Dundas's  executive  ma- 
nagement.— Sir  John  Macpherjpn^  governor  general.— Abb 
and  Juccefsful  adminijlration—fucceeded  by  Lord  Cornwal- 
lis. — Wife  plans  of  comprehenfive  improvement.— Tippoo 
Saib  recruits  hisjlrengthl — His  ambitious  projects  revive — 
attach  our  ally  the  Rajah  of '  Travancore.—The  Britifb 
council  remonfirates  to  nopurpofe. — The  Englijh  armies  in- 
vade My/ore  from  the  Eqft  and  Weft  coaftu — Campaign  of 
1790 — indecifive. — ijgiJLord  Cornwallis  himfelf  takes 
the  field-r>reduces  the  greater  part  of  My/ore — comes  within 

Jight  of '  Seringapatam — prevented  by  the  overflow  of  the  Co* 
very  from  invefting  the  metropolis  ofMyfore. — In  l*jg2  be- 

Jteges  Seringapatam.— -Tippoo  Saib fues  for' peace,  and  ob- 
tains it  at  the  dictation  cf  Lord  Cor nwallis.— Generous  con* 
duct  of  his  Lord/hip  reflecting  the  prize  money. — Meafures 

for  the  improvement  of  Britifb  India. 


C  H  A  F# 
XLVIII. 


Parliament  met  January  31ft,  1792.  His  Ma- 
jefty's  fpeech  mentioned  the  marriage  of  his  fon, 
and  the  peace  concluded  between  Ruffia  andTurkey;  w- 
but  4welt  chiefly  on  the  rapidly  increafing  profpe- 
rity  of  the  Britifb  nation,  which  mud  confirm  fteady 
and  zealous  attachment  to  a  conftkution  that  we 
have  found,  from  long  experience,  to  unite  the  in- 
eftim^ble  bleflings  of  liberty  and  order;  and  to 
which,  under  the  favour  of  Providence,  all  our  ad- 
vantages are  principally  to  be  afcribed.  Members  of 
oppofition  arraigned  the  conduft  of  minifters  con- 
cerning Ruffia.  Both  the  accufation  and  defence  ne- 
ceffarily  repeated  former  arguments.  The  Britifh  go- 
vernment  thought  interference  neceflary  for  the  ba- 
lance of  power ;  and  though  they  had  facrificed 
theit  own  counfcls  to  the  voice  of  the  public,  the 
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chap,  armament  prepared. upon  that  occafion  had  not  been 
v^-v^/  ufelefs,  as  it  had  prevented  the  Turks  from  being 
,m*  obliged  to  make  fuch  conceffions  as  would  have 
incidental  been  otherwife  extorted  *.  Mr.  Fox,  conceiving 
ing  debates  himfelf,  and  thofe  who  coincided  in  his  fentiments 
French  °  refpe&ing  the  French  revolution,  indirectly  cenfured 
by  the  praifes  of  the  Britifh  polity,  clearly  and  forci- 
bly demonflrated  the  compatibility  of  fatisfa&ion 
at  the  downfal  of  French  defpotifm,  fo  inimical  to 
human  rights,  and  deftruftive  to  human  happi- 
nefs,  with  the  higheft  veneration  and  warmeft 
attachment  to  the  Britifh  conftitution,  the  pre- 
ferver  of  rights,  and  promoters  of  happinefs.  He 
rejoiced  at  the  overthrow  of  the  French  defpo- 
tifm becaufe  it  was  bad,  but  would  ufe  every  effort 
to  fupport  the  Britifh  conftitution  becaufe  it  was 
good.  In  fubfequent  difcuflions  Mr.  Fox$  more  ex- 
plicitly than  ever,  exhibited  to  the  houfe  his  fenti- 
ments and  views  on  this  momentous  fubjeft.  The 
French,  with  chara&ers  formed  by  the  old  defpo- 
tifm, now  emancipated  from  flavery,  are  a&uated 
by  a  moft  impetuous  enthufiafm,  which  drives  them, 
as  it  has  driven  every  other  votary,  to  violent  ex- 
ceffes.  But  enthufiafm,  like  every  ardent  paflion, 
mud,  as  knowledge  of  human  nature  and  hiftory 
inform  us,  "ere  long  fubfide.  It  is  illogical  to  im- 
pute to  the  principles  of  the  French  revolution  the 
exceffes  which  really  arife  from  a  fublimated  ftate 
of  paflion  that  cannot  laft.  Enthufiafm  accompa- 
nied the  reformation ;  enthufiafm  marked  the  efforts 
of  the  puritans,  which  vindicated  Britifh  liberty 
from  kingly  and  prieftly  tyranny.  But  the  free 
principles  and  beneficial  eftablifhments  fubfift  many 
.ages.after  the  paflion  fubfided.  Do  not  therefore  pro- 
*  See  Parliamentary  Debates  January  31ft,  1792. 
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fcribe  the  French  revolution  becaufe  a  fury  that  muft  9"  *  F* 
be  temporary  has  infpired  many  of  its  votaries.  Let  v^v-"^ 
the  noxious  fumes  evaporate,  you  will  retain  the      I79** 
genuine  fpirit  of  liberty  falutary  to  mankind.    Such 
was  the  opinion  of  one  perfonage,  not  lefs  profound 
as  a  political  philofopher  than  forcible  as  an  orator, 
decifive  and  energetic  as  a  ftatefman.     Many  and  Real  rtufc- 
various  in  detail  as  were  the  fubjefts  of  difference  [^ 
between  him  and  Mr.  Burke  upon  French  affairs,  j^J^ 
the  principle  was  fimple.     Fox  efteemed  the  out-  f oX; 
rages  incidental  effefts  of  an  enthufiafm  which  mufl 
be  temporary,  and  which  formed  no  part  of  the 
effential  chara&er  of  the  revolution  :   Burke  reck- 
oned the  exceffes  neceffary  and  effential  parts  of  the 
revolution,  which   legitimately  defcended  from  its 
nature  and  principles  ;  and  increafed  as  they  ad- 
vanced, and  which  could  never  ceafe  to  operate  un- 
til the  revolutionary  fyftem  ceafed  to  exift.     Fox 
thought  the  French  to  be  men  in  the  ardent  purfuit 
of  what  was  good,  and  tranfported  by  pailiori  be- 
yond the  bounds  of  moderation  and  wifdom ;  as 
men  purfuing  what  was  really  good  have  often  been 
tranfported  :   Burke  confidered  the  whole  nation  as 
a&uated  by  a  fpirit  of  diabolifm,  eagerly  bent  on 
perpetrating  all  poffible   mifchiefj  a  phenomenon 
never  before  known  in  thehiftory  of  mankind  ;  and 
therefore,  if  true  in  that  particular  cafe,  requiring, 
from  its  contravention  to  probability,  the  ftroiiger 
evidence.     From  the  oppofite  theories  which  they 
formed  as  political  philofophers,  thefe  illuftrious  men    . 
deduced  very  oppofite  pra&ical  fyftems,  which  they 
recommended  as  ftatefinen.    Burke  very  early  *  re- 

*  See  hit  Hints  for  a  memorial  to  be  delivered  to  the  French 
Ambaflador  $  and  Thoughts  on  French  affairs,  both  written  in 
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chap,  commended  and  inculcated  a  confederacy,  which, 
s^v-^,  upon  his  hypothefis,  was  not  only  wife,  but  abfo 
w*-  lutely  neceffary.  If  the  French  were  devils  incar- 
nate, to  prevent  the  diabolical  fpirit  from  operation, 
neighbouring  nations  muft  overwhelm,  the  power  of 
beings  fo  poffeffed,  or  perifh  themfelves  from  the 
frenzy.  Fox,  not  regarding  them  as  a  multitude 
of  daemons,  but  as  the  votaries  of  enthufiafin,  re- 
commended  to  encourage  their  fpirit  of  liberty,  and 
fuffer  their  paflions  to  fubfide  through  time,  the 
fureft  corrector.  Hoftile  interference  in  their  in- 
ternal concerns,  would  fupport  inftead  of  extin- 
guiflung  their  enthufiafin,  turn  its  efforts  to  exter- 
nal defence,  and  give  them  an  energy  that  would 
prove  fatal  to  thofe  who  had  roufed  it  into  a&ion. 
Thefe  were  the  leading  diverfities  in  the  theoretical 
andpra&ical  fyflems  ofMeffrs.  Fox  andBurke,  which 
account  for  the  whole  feries  of  their  refpedHve  coun- 
fels  and  condu&  concerning  France.  Minifters  ftill 
avoided  the  delivery  of  opinions  on  events  and  fyf- 
tems  which  had  not  interfered  with  the  intereft  of 
Great  Britain.  Though  the  French  revolution  was 
never  diredtiy  before  the  houfe,  yet  many  of  its  pro- 
ceedings arofe  from  queftions  of  liberty  and  reform 
m^wmn  w^c^  *at  8**** event  was inftrumentaJ  in  fuggeft- 
f  "a- rt'  h  **&  ^r#  ^^*rea(^>  a  new  member,  of  good  ta- 
riotsatBir.  lents,  refpe&able  chara&er,  and  immenfe  fortune, 
who  had  joined  the  party  of  Mr.  Fox,  reviewingthe 
riots  at  Birmingham,  imputed  thefe  outrages  to  the 
encouragement  given  by  government  to  perfecutors 
of  the  diffenters,  becaufe  they  were  inimical  to  dvil 
and  ecclcfiaftica!  tyranny.  The  magiftrates  were 
not  fufficiently  a&ive ;  the  government  had  been 
dilatory  in  fending  troops  j  and  feveral  rioters  had 

been 
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been  acquitted  :   fome,  after    being  condemned,  chap. 
were  pardoned,     Mr.  Dundas,  now  fecretary  of  ^-v-O 
ftate,  faid,  that  on  enquiry  by  the  attorney-gene-      I?9*- 
ral,  there  appeared  no  grounds  for  cenfuring  the 
magiftrates.  From  a  detail  of  dates,  and  military  fta- 
tions,  he  proved  that  no  time  had  been  loft  in  dif- 
patching  troops  to  Birmingham.     The  rioters  par- 
doned, had  experienced  the  royal  mercy  on  the  re- 
commendation of  the  judges. 

The  Scotch  epifcopalians  perceiving  a  difpofition 
in  parliament  to  extend  toleration  as  far  as  political 
fecurity  would  admit,  petitioned  for  a  more  ample 
and  unreftrained  indulgence,  than  that  which  they 
had  hitherto  enjoyed.    The  former  motives  for  lay- 
ing them  under  legal  difcouragements,  fubfifted  no 
longer :  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  to  which  their  attach- 
ment was  known,  was  extin& ;  and  their  fidelity  to 
the  aftual  government  was  not  liable,  on  that  ac- 
count, to  be  fufpe&ed.     A  petition  for  exemption 
from  reftraints,  the  reafons  of  which  no  longer 
exifted,  was  favourably  received  by  a  legiflature  at 
once  indulgent  and  difcriminating.     A  bill  was  ac- 
cordingly introduced  into  the  houfe  of  lords,  and 
paffed  both  houfes.     The  Unitarians  alleging  this  Petition 
law  as  a  precedent,  applied  for  a  repeal  of  the  penal  urLm  dir- 
ftatutes ;  and. in  addition  to  the  ufual  reafons  for  re*  *mtm' 
fufing  their  application,  their  recent  pra&ices  *rere  rcjcacd. 
ftated  as  inimical  to  church  and  ftate,  efpecially  their 
a&ive  diffemination  of  Paine's  works,  and  other 
democratical  performances,  and  their  formation  of 
political  clubs  and  focieties. 

While  various  fubje&s  of  alleged  defe&,  or  pro-  Muiupiic*- 
je&ed  amendment,  either  in  meafures  of  government,  SXdKlT 
9  <* 
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chap,  or  the  exifting  laws  werearitated,  a  proieft  was  form- 
v^-v-vl*  ed  by  a  fociety  of  gentlemen,  for  making  an  import- 
,792'  ant  change  in  the  compofition  of  the  legiflature ;  this 
affociation,  confiding  of  men  eminent  for  talents,  for 
chara&er,  for  political,  literary,  and  profeflional  abi- 
lity ;  for  landed  and  mercantile  property,  for  rank 
and  importance  in  the  community,  took  to  them- 
Society  of  felves  the  name  of  the  Friends*  of  the  people.  The 
of  the  following  were  the  general  objeas  which  they  pro- 
pwp-o  feffed  to  feek: — To  reflore  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tion, and  to  fecure  to  the  people  a  more  frequent 
exercife  of  their  right  of  ele&ing  their  reprefenta- 
tives.  For  the  purpofe  of  thefe  reforms  in  parlia- 
ment and  the  country,  they  inftituted  their  fociety, 
but  though  determined  to  promote  them,  refolved 
to  confine  their  purfuit  rigoroufly  to  fuch  means,  as 
fhould  be  confident  with  the  exifting  conflitution. 
A  fliort  declaration  of  thefe  obje&s  and  means,  was 
framed  by  a  committee,  and  figned  by  the  fociety, 
with  an  addrefs  to  the  people  of  England  tending  to 
prove ;  firft,  that  reform  was  wanted ;  fecondly, 
that  the  prefent,  a  feafon  of  peace  and  profperity, 
was  the  beft  fitted  for  commencing  and  eftablifliing 
that  reform ;  and  that  if  there  exifted  fome  degree  of 
difcontent,  the  propofed  reform  was  well  fitted  for 
its  removal :  that  the  proje&ed  means  were  calculated 
to  promote  the  good  without  incurring  any  danger ; 
thirdly,  the  obje&ion  arifing  from  recent  events 
in  France,  could  not  apply  to  a  cafe  fo  very  dif- 
ferent, as  the  Britifh  conflitution,  with  fome  abufes, 
was  from  the  old  defpotifm  of  France.  The 
objeft  of  the  fociety  w^s  to  recover  and  preferve  the 
true  balance  of  the  conflitution.     They  announced 

the 
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the  determination  of  the  fociety,  to  move  a  reform   chap. 

*  XLV1II 

in  parliament  early  the  enfuing  feffion.     On  thefe  ^^v-O 
avowed  principles  of  their  union,  they  looked  with      lw- 
confidence  for  the  co-operation  of  the  Britifh  na- 
tion :   thefe  are  the  outlines  of  an  addrefs  which 
may  be  confidered  as  the   manifefto  of  the  only 
refpe&able  body,  which,  fince  the  commencement  of 
the  French  revolution,  undertook  the  caufe  of  par- 
liamentary  reform.       The    fociety   included   the  rank,cha- 
greater  number  of  eminent  oppofitionifis  in   the  ^opcnyof 
houfe  of  commons  with  one  member  of  the  houfe  'hc  racm- 

bers. 

of  lords  :  This  was  James  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  a  The  E.-.H  of 
nobleman  of  very  confiderable  abilities,  and  deeply  Laudcrda,c- 
converfant  in  moral  and  political  philofophy  and 
hiftory,  who  had  diftinguhlied  himfelf,  firft  as  Lord 
Maitland  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  afterwards 
made  a  no  lefs  confpicuous  figure  in  the.  houfe  of 
peers.  Mr.  Grey  was  appointed  to  take  the  leading  Mr.Gr«y. 
part  for  the  fociety  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  Mr. 
Grey  had  been  educated  an  Englilh  whig,  and  con- 
fidered the  oppofition  party  as  the  fupporters  of  whig 
principles  ;  and  in  his  prefent  meafure  conceived 
himfelf  paving  the  way  for  a  truly  whig  parliament. 
The  rank  and  fortune  of  this  peer  and  commoner, 
independent  of  their  refpe&ive  chara&ers,  and  alfo 
the  talents,  chara&er,  and  fituation  of  other  mem- 
bers, afford  very  fatisfa&ory  grounds  for  believing 
them  a&uated  by  conftitutional  motives.  It  is  indeed 
not  impoffible  to  fuppofe,  that  fubordinate  to  patrio- 
tifm  mere  anti-minifterial  confiderations  might  have 
fome  weight,  and  that,  as  Mr.  Pitt  had  once  been  the 
advocate  of  reform,  and  was  not  likely  to  be  fo  in 
the  prefent  circumftances,  they  might  hope  to  reduce 
him  to  fome  embarrafment,  and  expofe  him  to  the 

charge 
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chap,  charge  of  inconfiftency.    But  though  fuch  intcn- 
v^^n^O  tions  perhaps  operated  in  fome  degree  with  feme  of 
I79*-      the  members,  Acre  is  much  reafon  to  be  convinced 
that  the  friends  of  the  people,  as  a  fociety,  defired 
only  what  they  conceived  to  be  moderate  reform, 
without  having  the  leaft  defign  to  invade  the  funda- 
mental parts  of  the  conftitution.     Their  affociation 
however  was  liable  to  weighty  .objections :   thefe 
ri*e  fodctjr    were  not  incidental,  but  refulted  from  the  nature, 
jfeJtGmt  conftitution,  and  proceedings  of  the  fociety,  com- 
bined with  the  circumftances  of  the  country ;  their 
two  declared  obje&s,  extenfion  of  fufirage,  and 
abridgment  of  the  duration  of  parliament,    were 
both  expreffed  in  vague  terms  ;   fo  that  they  might 
be,  and  in  faft  a&ually  were,  conftrued  differently 
by  the  different  votaries  of  reform :  By  very  many 
they  were  interpreted  with  fo  great  latitude*  as  to 
comprehend  univerfal  fufirage  and  annual  parlia- 
ments.    An  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain, 
feverally  or  aggregately  refpedable,  as  they  were 
defiring  them  to  co-operate  in  producing  an  unde- 
fined change  in  the  legiflature  was  a  meafure,  how- 
ever pure  in  its  motives,  very  doubtful  in  its  ten- 
dency.   Prefuming  the  exiftence  of  great  and  radi- 
cal abufes,  it  either  fuppofed  the  incompetency  of 
parliament  to  remedy  evils,  and  confequently  its 
infufficiency  for  its  conftitutional  purpofes ;  or  was 
futile  in  defiringfrom  the  people  a  co-operation  which 
ttfas  not  wanted.    It  afterwards  appeared  that  this 
g^"but     fociety  propofed  to  the  people,  to  form  themfelves 
dw«eeroui.    *nt0  affociations  to  petition  parliament  for  reform. 
They  thereby  afforded  a  colourable  pretext  for 
framing  affociations  compofed  of  very  different  mem- 
bers, 
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bers,  and  entertaining  very  different  fentiments:  the  chap. 
friends  of  thepeople  eventually  produced  the  affiliated  ^Z^Zj 
political  clubs,  which  are  fincefo  wellknown  under  the      *79*. 
name  of  the  Corresponding  Society,  and  proved  fo 
dangerous  in  their  operations. 

To  found  the  difpofition  of  parliament,  Mr.  Grey 
intimated  his  intention  of  urging  parliamentary  re- 
form early  in  the  next  feflion.      Mr.  Pitt  totally  re-  Mr.  Pitt 
gardlefs  of  the  imputations  which  might  be  made  en^cVr* 
againft  himfelf  perfonaily,  moft  unequivocally,  re*  chan««' 
probated  the  defign  of  ttie  fociety  ;  he  was  friendly 
to  reform  peaceably  obtained  and  by  general  concur- 
rence,  but  deemed  the  prefent  feafon  altogether 
improper;    and    was    therefore    inimical    to   the 
attempt.     The  objeft  of  the  fociety  was  to  effefl:  a 
change  by  the  impulfe  of  the  people  ;     he  would 
ftrenuoufly  oppofe  the  movement  of  fo  formidable 
an  engine  ;  the  operations  and  confequences  of  which 
was  fo  much  calculated  to  out-go  the  intentions  of 
the  mover.     Mr.  Fox  did  not  join  a  fociety  whofe 
obje&s  and  propofed  means  were  fo  extremely  inde- 
finite ;  and  the  notice  was  received  with  very  ftrong 
and  general  disapprobation.   The  affiliated  clubs  now  Rife  ana 
imitatingxthe French  jacobins,rJipidly  multiplied  j  the  S^^Sl 
principal  affemblage  of  this  fort,  was  the  London  Cor*  iri«fo«l«i«»- 
re/ponding  Society  ;  the  fecretary  of  thefe  politicians  % 

was  one  Thomas  Hardy  a  fhoemaker,  their  oftenfible 
plan  was  under  the  aufpices  of  this  fhoemaker,  and 
others  of  eqtial  political  ability,  and  importance  in 
the  community,  to  eflfeft  a  change  in  parliament  The  ^^   ^ 
great  preceptor-of  thefe  difciples  was  Thomas  Paine,  of  Thomu 
whole fecond  part  was  now  publifhed,  and  ftrenuoufly  rig.iupf 
exhorted  the  practical  application  of  the  do&rines, 
which  he  had  promulgated  in  his  firft ;  it  dire&ed 
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his  votaries  to  pull  down  every  eftablifliment,  a&d 
level  all  diftin&ioflt,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  Rights  of 
Man }  by  far  the  greater  number  of  the  lower  rank* 
and  aconfiderable  portion  of  the  middling  claffes  were 
infe&ed  with  the  revolutionary  fever  which  operated 
in  the  wildeft  and  moft  extravagant  ravings,  Thomas 
Paine  was  represented  as  the  minifter  of  God,  dlf- 
penfing  light  to  a  darkened  world*  :  the  moftinduf- 
trious  and  ufeful  claffes  of  the  ftate  were  feized  with 
a  furious  defire  of  abandoning  their  own  courfe  of 
beneficial  and  produ&ive  labour,  and  taking  the 
management  of  public  affairs  into  their  own  hands. 
All  the  levelling  notions  of  John  Ball,  John  Cade, 
and  the  fifth  monarchy  men  appeared  to  revive  withan 
immenfe  addition  of  new  extravagance.  Government 
had  confidered  the  theories  of  Thomas  Paine's  firfl 
part,  as  fuch  deviations  from  pommon  fenfe,  that 
they  expe&ed  their  intrinfic  abfurdity  would  pre- 
vent them  from  doing  any  a&ual  mifchief,  and  had 
therefore  forborne  a  judicial  animadverfion  which 
might  have  given  them  adventitious  importance. 
But  when  they  found,  that  attempts  were  made  to 
reduce  the  theories  into  pra&ice,  and  that  a  fecond 
part  of  the  fpeculative  jargon,' added  dired  exhorts 
tions  to  fubvert  the  conititution,  that  they  were  very 
generally  read  by  the  vulgar  and  ignorant  claffes, 
and  producipg  other  works  of  a  fimilar  tendency, 
they  adopted  means  both  for  a  penal  retrofpeft  and 
for  future  prevention.  A  profecution  was  com- 
menced againft  Paine ;  and  a  proclamation  iflued 
May1  2 1  ft,  warning  the  people  againft  fuch  writ- 
ingsand  alfo  fuch  correfpondencies  with  foreign  parts, 

*  See  a  feditious  morning  paper  of  thofe  days,  called  U>e 
Argus*,,  alfo  democratical  pamphkts,  and  ihc  Analytical  Revietr 
fori79iandi7'93,  paffim. 

as 
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as  might  produce  the  feme  or  firaHar  effe&s;   and  chap. 
enjoining  all  magistrates  to  exetf  their  utmoft  ef-    *^-lj 
forts  to  difeover  the  authors,  printer,  and publishers      I7^' 
of  luch  pe*micious  works,     A  copy  of  the  proclama- 
tion being  laid  before  the  houfes  of  parliament  was 
taken  into  copfideratioa  on  the  25th  of  May :  and  the  pifcuffioni 
difcuffiba  which  it  underwent  fhewed  that  a  very,  con-  £c5.r,,a" 
fiderable  fchifm  had  taken*  place  among  members  of 
oppofition.tylr.  Grey  and  the  friends  ofthepeople,took 
the  moft  a&ve  fhare  in  cenfuring  the  proclamation  as 
neither  neceflary  nor  ufeful  for  its  oftenfible  purpofe. 
Their  argumentswerethatthe  feditiouswritinga  which 
it  profeffed  an  intention  to  reftrain  had  prevailed  far 
more  than  a  year,  and  if  they  were  fo  noxious  ought 
to  have  been  profecuted  at  common  law ;  and  on  their 
own  hypothefis  that  the  works  in  queflion  were  dait-  ^ 
gerou$,  minifters  deferved  fevere  cenfure  for  .not 
having  before  employed  proper  means  to  remove 
this  danger.     But  the  prevention  of  feditious  writ- 
ings, was*  not  the  real  objeft  of  the  proclamation : 
its-  purpofe  was  to  difparage  the  friends  of  the  peo- 
ple, to  prevent  parliamentary  reform,  and  todifunite 
thewhigs;  and  it  was  farther  intended  to  increafe 
the  influence  of  government  by  fubjeding  to  fpies 
and  informers,  all  who  fhould  differ  from  adminif- 
trarion.     Thefe  fentiments  were  by  no  means  gene-  ScMfm 
ral,  even  among  the  ufual  adverfaries  of  Mr.  Pitt :  amon«     _ 

7  o  members  of 

in  bpth  houfes,  many  members  accuftomed  to  option, 
vofe  with  oppofition  joined  the  minifter  upon  this 
occafion.*  Confidering  precaution  againft  the  pre- 
fent  rage  of  innovation  as  neceffary  to  preferve  the 
conftitution,  and  their  refpe&ive  rank,  property,  and 
diftinftions,  they  joined  in  fupporting  ameafure  cal- 

*  S*e  Parliamentary  Debates  of  May  2$%  1792. 

R  a  culated 
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°xLxin  cu^atc<^»  d1^  conceived,  toreprefs  fo  alarming  afpirit. 
\**~v*J/  The  overthrow  of  the  ariftocracy,  abafement  of  rank, 
,79**  and  confiscation  of  property  under  the  new  French 
fyftem,  impreffed  on  their  minds  by  the  glowing 
eloquence  of  Mr.  Burke,  had  alarmed  many  of  the 
chief  nobility,  and  great  landed  proprietors  for  their 
own  privileges  and  pofleffions.  Thefe  with  their 
friends  and  adherents,  and  others  who  entertained 
or  pretended  to  entertain  fimilar  fentiments  without 
forming  a  jun&ion  with  the  minifters,  voted  on  the 
fame  fide,  on  fubje&s  that  refpe&ed  the  French  re- 
volution or  any  of  its  do&rines.  In  the  houfe  of 
peers,  the  earl  of  Lauderdale  and  the  marquis  of 
Lanfdown  only  fpoke  agpjnft  the  proclamation:  from 
this  time  ceafed  the  great  whig  confederacy,  which 
during  the  principal  part  of  the  two  former  reigns 
had  been  predominant ;  and  during  the  prefent  was 
fo  powerful  as  to  have  repeatedly  eje&ed  the  Minifters 
agreeable  to  the  crown. 
The  heir  On  this  occafion  the  heir  apparent  for  the  firft 

ul . fie.  bit    time  delivered  his  fentiments  in  parliament.    His 
fa^iiif     highnefs  confidering  the  critical  ftate  of  affairs,  as 

cwftku!*     TeVa^nS  fr°m  cvei7  *n«d to  W«  country,  a  mani- 
«*•■•  feftation  of  the  principles  which  he  was  refolved  to 

fupport,  and  the  more  ftrongly  in  proportion  to  his 
rank  and  confequence  in  the  country,  fpoke  to  the 
following  effeft : — "  When  a  fubjed  of  fuch  mag- 
nitude is  before  the  houfe,  I  fliould  be  deficient  in  my 
duty  as  a  member  of  parliament,  unmindful  of  that 
refpeft  which  I.  owe  to  the  conftitution,  aijd  inat- 
tentive to  the  welfare,  the  peace,  and  the  happinefs  of 
the  people  if  I  did  not  ftate  to  the  world  my  opinion 
on  the  prefent  fubjeft  of  deliberation.     I  was  edu* 

cated 
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cated  in  the  principles  of  the  Britift  confutation,  and  ^*v*irK 
fhall  ever  preferve  its  maxims :  I  fhall  ever  cherifh  cxyn1> 
a  reverence  for  the  conftitutional  liberties  of  the      X79*' 
people ;  as  on  thofe  conftitutional  principles  carried 
uniformly  into  practice,    the  happinefs  of   thcfe 
realms  depends,  I  am  determined  as  far  as  my  inte* 
reft  can  have  any  force,  to  give  them  my  firm  and 
conftant  fupport.     The  queftion  at  iffue  is  in  fa&, 
whether  the  conftitution  is  or  is  not  to  be  maitxr 
tainedj  whether  the  wild  ideas  of  untried  theory 
are  to  conquer  the  wholefome  maxims  of  eftablifhed 
praftke ;  whether  thofe  laws  under  which  we  have 
flourifhed  for  fuch  a  feries  ©f  years,  are  to  be  fub- 
verted  by  a  reform  unfan&ioned  by  the  people.  As 
aperfon  nearly  and  dearly  interefted  in  the  welfare, 
and  I  fhall  emphatically  add  thfe  happinefs  -  of  the 
people,  it  would  be  treafon  to  the  principles  of  my 
own  mind,  if  I  did  not  come  forward  and  declare 
my  difapprobation  of  the  feditious  writings,  which 
have  occafioned  the  motion  before  your  lordfhips. 
My  intereft  is  connected  with  the  intereft  of  the 
people ;   they  are  fo  infeparabje,  that  unlefs  both 
*  parties  concurred,  the  happinefs  of  neither  could 
exift.  On  this  great  and  this  folidbafis,  I  ground  my 
vote  for  joining  in  the  addrefe  which  approves  of 
the  proclamation.  *  I  exift  by  the  love*,  the  friend- 
fhip/and  the  benevolence  of  the  people,  and  their 
caufe  I  will  never  forfake  fo  long  as  I  live."     The  General 
patriotic  fentiment6,  fo  forcibly  and  impreffively  de-  [£l[f  ^°" 
clared  in  the  manly  and  dignified  eloquence  of  the  tTo™  o^the 
royal  Ipeaker,  cojiveyed  very  great  and  general  fatif-  prince** 
fa&ion  to  all  his  hearers,  who  loved  their  country,  to 
whatever  party  they  might  adhere. 
Among  the  applicants  for  reform  this  year  were 
R3  the 
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chap,  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland,  from  which  calm 

XLVHC 

w~v~*J  petitioners  ftated  flagrant  abufes  in  the  admmiftra* 
,7'z-  tion  5f  the  revenues,  and  alfo  other  grievances, 
that,  if  proved,  would  have  demanded  redrefe ; 
but  the  allegations  not  having  been  Supported  by 
proof,  the  motions  arifing  from  the  petitions  were 
negatived  by  a  great  majority, 
state  of  Great  complaints  very  generally  and  juIUy  pre- 

In*  the'ce  vailed  at  this  time  of  the  police  of  London.  The 
mttropojh.  Britifll  caphal  furiiaffes  in  populoufnefs  all  Eu- 
ropean cities ;  in  opulence  any  city  throughout  the 
known  world.  With  wealth  comes  luxtiry,  which 
frequently  extends  beyond  the  pofftffors  of 
riches,  pervades  many  of  the  poorer  clafies,  and 
produces  habitual  wants,  that  cannot  be  fupplied 
but  by  criminal  irieans.  In  a  city  abounding  with 
every  pleafure  that  can  captivate  the  human  heart, 
excefs  and  debauchery  naturally  exift.  The  free* 
dom  of  the  country  does  not  permit  the  fame  means 
of  prevention  as  under  abfolute  governments;  hence 
diflipation  ripens  into  profligacy,  profligacy  rlfes  into 
criminal  enormity.  In  London  the  temptations  are 
powerful  and  ledudive  to  thofe  indulgences  which 
♦  corrupt  principle,  vitiate  character,  and  wafte  pro- 
perty. Thence  arifes  the  defire  of  feizing  by  fraud, 
theft,  or  force,  the  fubftance  of  others  $s  die  means 
of  vice.  The  practicability  of  plunder  is  much 
greater,  and  thf  materials  of  depredation  much 
more  numerous,*  valuable,  and  acceffible  #,  than  in 
any  other  city  known  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind. 
Befides  the  profligate  of  our  own  country,  London, 
like  ancient -Rome  t,  is  the  receptacle  of  eicotic  wick- 

*  See  Mr.  Colquhoun's  Treatife  on  the  Police,  paflim. 
^  See  Juvenal,  fdtiic-in.  *  . 

ednefs. 
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edneft.  v3Ev<5ry  adventurer  who,  from  the  poverty  c  .h  a  p. 
of  his    own  country,    perioral  incapacity,  idle*  v^v^J* 
ncfs,  or  diffipation,  cannot  earn  a  competent  fubfift-      *W\ 
ence  at  home,  flocks  into  England,  and  preys  upon 
the  metropolis.     Hence  arifes  a  very,  great  increafe 
of  vice  and  depredation,  in  their  various  depart- 
ments, but,  above  all,  in  that  parent  of  crime,, 
gaming.        This    deftru&ive    propensity    within, 
thirty  years  for  furp^fed  the  moil  extravagant  ex- 
ceffes  of  former  times  :  defcending  from  the  great, 
it  pervaded  the  middle-and  lower  conditions  of  life, 
and  generated  many  enortaities.     Akin  to  this  pro- 
peafity,  and  originating  in  the  fame  defire  of  acqui- 
fition  without  induftry,  is  the  fpirit  of  chimerical  ad- 
venture in  lotteries,  funds,  and  other  fubje&s  of 
hazardous  projed.  Though  this  fpirit  enrichedfeveral 
votaries,  itimpoverifhed  many  more;  and  fentthem? 
yith  the  habits  of  indulgence  which  had  been  che? 
rifhed  during  the  feafon  of  temporary  fuccefs  ancji 
aerial  hopes,  to  increafe  the  number  of  thofe  who 
find  in  fraud  and  rapine  the  means  of  luxurious  en* 
joynMsnts.    From  tbefe  and  many  collateral  caufes, 
fprang  a  vaft  and  increafing  variety  of  crimes  ^gainfl: 
the  police  of  the  country ;  againfl  the  perfons,  habi- 
tations, and  property  of  the  inhabitants,     A  ujulti- 
plicity  of  rule*  and  ordinances  had  been  ena&ed  at 
divers  periods  and  different  occasions,  but  had  expe* 
riment^Uy  proved  unequal  to  the  ends  propofed,  for 
want  of  fufficient  powers  being  lodged  in  the  ma-    -    . 
giftracy  and  its  agents,  to  ^lifcover  and  f upprefe,  in  a 
fiuBmary  and  expeditious  manner,  whatever  had  a 
vifible  tendency  to  difturb  the  public  tranquillity* 
The  juftices  pf  the  peace  were  formerly  mep  of ranfc, 
R  4  property, 
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chap,  property,  chara&er,  and  coftfider&on  in  the  coun- 

J^!^,  try  where  they  were  comxniffioned  to  aft :  fuch 

»79*.      gentlemen  gratuitoufly  administered  juftice.    The 

Juftice*of      $         !•   •  ?vf  i  ^  i 

the  peace,  firaphaty  of  life  and  manners  prevalent  among  our 
anceftors  did  not  afford  that  complication  of  mifbe- 
haviour  and  of  tranfgreffions  for  which  fuch  a  mul* 
.  tiplicky  of  laws  in  modernjtimes,  have  been  pro- 
vided. But  with  the  modes  of  artificial  life,  and 
the  improvements  of  civilized  fociety,  the  modes  of 
crime  alfo  multiplied  ^  and  the  once  venerable  officeof 
juftice  of  the  peace  became  at  lafttoo  fatiguing  and 
burdeiifome  for  people  of  opulence  and  dfltin&ion. 
Their  unwillingnefs  to  accept  of  fo  heavy  a  charge 
obliged  the  ruling  powers  to  apply  to  individuals  of 
inferior  chara&er,  who,  in  accepting  of  it,  had  an 
eye  to  the  profits  and  emoluments  arifing  from  the 
exercife  of  their  judicial  powers*  From  the  period 
when  that  honourable  and  weighty  office  was  thus 
degraded,  it  loft,  by  degrees,  the  reverence  in  which 
it  had  been  held*  Venal  and  mercenary  perfons 
were  appointed,  whofe  bafe  practices  became  fo  no- 
torious, that  they  drew  general  odium  and  contempt 
both  upon  themfelves  and  their  functions.  Hence 
the  vilifying  appellation  of  a  trading  jufiice  was  at 
laft  applied,  with  too  much  reafon,  to  many  of  thofe 
who  exercifed  that  office.  To  re&ify  the  abufes  im- 
puted to  thefe,and  toplace  the  office  itfelf  on  afooting 
of  refpe&abiifcy  propprtionate  to  its  importance,  in 
Bin  for  the  the  beginning  of  March  a  bill  was  introduced,  with 
oAT.l  Eln-  l*le  countenance  and  approbation  of  government, 
don  police.    jnto  the  lowcr  houfe>     Different  offices  were  to  be 

•eftabliflied  in  the  metropolis,  at  a  convenient  diftance 
from  each  other  for. the  prompt  adminiftration  of 

tfcde 
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thofe  parts  of  juftice  which  are  within  the  cogni-  c  h  a  p. 
sanceof  juftices  of  thepeape.  Three  juftices  were  to  ^^J 
fit  in  each  of  thefe  offices,  with  a  falary  of  £300        179** 
a  year  to  each :  they  were  to  be  prohibited  from 
taking  fees  individually  ;  and  the  money  from  the 
fees  paid  into  all  the  offices,  was  to  be  colle&ed 
and  applied  to  the  payment  of  their  falajies  and 
official  expences.     That  the  law  "might  have  a  pre- 
ventive  operation  as  wpll  as  a  penal,  aclaule  was 
kiferted  vefting  in  conftables  a  power  to  apprehend  ' 

people  who  didnotgive  a  fatisfa&ory  account  of  them- 
felves,apd  empowering  tHe  juftices  to  commit  them  as 
vagabonds.  There  were,  it  appeared  from  evidence, 
large  gangs  of  the  moll  defperate  -villains,  who  were 
notorious  thieves,  lived  by  no  other  means  than 
plunder,  infefted  every  flreetof  the  metropolis,  and 
.  put  the  perfon  and  property  of  every  individual  paf- 
fenger  in  danger  every  hour  of  the  day  and  night. 
Various  objections  were  made  to  the  bill  as  an  en- 
trenchment on,  the  liberty  of  the  fubjed,  and  an  in- 
creafe  of  the  power  of  the  crown ;  but  on  inveftiga- 
tion  and  enquiry,  the  neceffity  of  it  was  found  fo 
ftrong  as  to  over-rule  the  arguments  of  its  oppo- 
nents, and  it  was  paffed  by  a  confxderable  ma- 
jority. 

While  thefe  meafures  were  adopted  to  fecure  the  Humane 

innocentandinduftrious againft theprofligateand  atro-  minajp  pro- 

.  cious,  the  wifely  generous  Rawdon  refumed  his  efforts  juJdRaw- 

for  affording  relief  to  the  unfortunate,  by  a  revifion  ^eftf1** 

of  the  laws  relating  to  debtors  and  creditors.     His  *ebtf*  ™d 

»        ,  •  bcnent  pf 

lordfiiip's  general"  obje£t  was,  on  one  hand  to  com-  .editors, 
pel  the  debtor  to  give  up  all  that  he  poffeffed,  on 
the  other  to  prevent  the  creditor,  after  fuch  a  ceilion 
•         >  '  -of 
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C-lyAjl*  °*  ^fe^s,  from  confining  the  debtor  in  jail  for  fife* 
wv~w>  HislonMbip,  with  difcriminaring  joftice  equal  to  Ac 
,7S^'      benevolence  of  his  fpirit,  fought  the  reciprocal  be- 
nefit of  both  debtor  and  creditor.    He  propofed 
that  no  man,  to  gratify  a  malignant  difpofition, 
fhould  have  it  in  his  power  to  keep  his  feliow-crea- 
ture  in  perpetual  imprifonment,  merely  on  choofing 
to  pay  him  four-pence  a  day ;  and  that  no  man 
fhould  continue  in  prifon  to  the  injury  of  his  cre- 
ditor, to  revel  in  luxury  on  property  which  might 
pay  his  d/j:*.     As  the  fubjeft  was  of  very  great 
importance,  and  required  a  full  and  minute  difcuf- 
(ion  of  principles,  and  a  very  nice  discrimination  of 
circumflances  and  cafes,  it  was  recommended  to  hi* 
i»jH,ftpoiKd.  Iordfhip  to  poftpone  its  introduction  till  the  follow- 
ing feflion,  by  which  time  it  might  be  maturely 
weighed ;   his  lordfliip  confenting,  for  the  prefent 
withdrew  the  bill. 
Action  of      The  fiave  trade  this  feflion  again  occupied  the 
!!^fe  ITm-  commons,  and  was  alfo  confidered  by  the  lords. 
fed  i.tii.e     In  the  lower  houfe,  the  abolition  tfts    having  fuc- 
cceded  inthe  main  queftion,  were  divided  as  to  the 
time  when  the  fuppreflion  fhould  take  place.    At 
Iaft,  at  the  indance  of  Meflrs.  Dundas  and  Adding- 
ton,  it  was  agreed  that  the  trade  fhould  ceafefrom 
boppiM     the  i  fl  of  January  1796-   In  the  houfe  of  lords,  the 
w  u*ior<is.  j-ame  arguments  were  ufed  that  had  been  employed 
tu  Duke    on  ^th  gjes  by  the  commons.    The  Duke  of  Cla- 
«>ou>ir*a     rence,  who  now,  for  the  firft  time,  fpoke  in  the 
viVwofrhe   houfe  of  peers,   made  a  very  able,  cqmjirelj&ifive, 
™mmt*'    an^  impreflive  fpeech,   againft  the  abolition  of  the 
*f*ibStfe5  Aave'trade-     This  royal  fenator  rejefted  all  fanciful 
•*»•  theories,  argued  from  plain  and  flubborn  fafts,  and 

took 
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took  for  his  guide  experience,  the  only  unerring  e  hap. 
director  of  the  ftatefman  and  lawgiver.     Indeed  his  v^*v«w 
repeated  orations  on  this  fubjed  exhibited  and  en*      mu 
forced    every  argument,    from  either  humanity* 
juftke,  political  and  commercial  expediency,  that 
could  be  adduced ;  and  his  clear  and  manly  reafonings 
constitute  the  moft  fatisfa&ory  and  complete  treatife 
which  has  hitherto  appeared  on  that  fide  of  the  quef* 
tion.    The  majority  of  the  peers  concurred  with 
his  highnefs  in  oppofing  the  abolition,  but  the  final 
determination  of  the  queftion  was  poftpon^d  to  the 
fucceeding  year. 

Among  the  national  obje&s  which  engrofled  this  State  of 
feffion  of  parliament,  was  the  ftate  of  our  ibrefts.  lands,  eif*- 
Commiffioners  appointed  to  infpe£t  the  crown  lands  £*J£ fo" 
reported  that  the  principal  refervoir  of  materials  for 
our  navy,  the  New  Foreft  in  Hampfhire,  was  in  fiich 
a  condition,  that  tmlefs  proper  attention  were  be- 
flowed  immediately,  there  would  be  no  timber  fit 
for  public  fervke  for  many  years  j  but  that  if  adequate 
care  were  employed,  in  a  fliort  time  it  might  yield 
a  cohfiderable  quantity.     Imprefled  by  their  repre-  Mr.  Pm't 
fentations,  Mr.  Pitt  propofed  a  bill  to  enclofe  ceitaih  *u!£gZ 
parts  of  the  New  Foreft,  for  promoting  the  growth  **£?&£' 
of  timber.     Very  ftrong  obje&ions  were  made  to  *y  '*>* 
*his  propofition  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  of  which 
many  of  $*e  members  profeflfed  to  think  it  a  job 
for  the  private  emolument  *>f  Mr.  Rofe  fecretary  to 
the  treaty,  inftead  of  a  national  ohje&.    In  the 
houfe  of  peers  it  was  ftrongly  reprobated,  particu- 
larly by  the  lord  chancellor,  aad  was  finally  se- 
linquifhed. 

.     Mr. 
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Mr.  Dundas  having  in  his  official  capacity,  as 
treafurer  of  the  navy,  learned  the  many  difficulties 
which,  through  their  thoughtlefsnefs  and  ignorance 
ofbufmefs,  our  gallant  fupporters  often  experience 
in  the  recovery  of  their  wages  and  prize  money, 
introduced  a  bill  to  remove  the  obftacles,  and  pre- 
vent the  frauds.  When  the  bill  was  paflfed,  Mr. 
Dundas  fent  a  printed  account  of  the  fpirit,  ten- 
dency, and  provifions  of  this  new  aft,  to  all  the 
parochial  clergy  in  Britain,  to  be  read  from  the 
pulpits,  and  explained  to  failors  and  their  connec- 
.tions.  Since  that  time  the  impoftures  which  be- 
fore were  fo  frequently  pra&ifed  by  perfonating 
individuals,  forging  wills,  and  other  criminal  arti- 
fices, are  very  rarely  attempted. 

In  bringing  forward  his  plan*  of  finance,  Mr. 
Pitt  fhewed  the  national  revenue  to  be  ifi  fuch  a 
favourable  ftate,  that  a  dimiijution  of  the  public 
burdens  might  be  reafonably  expected.  The  taxes 
for  the  year  1791  had  produced  £  16,730,000, 
exceeding  the  average  of  the  laft  four  years 
£  500,000  ;  after  fubtrafting  from  which  the  fum 
total  of  the  expenditures,  which  amounted  by  the 
redu&ions  propofed  to  £  15,811,000,  the  perma- 
nent income  would  exceed  the  permanent  expence, 
including  the  million  annually  appropriated  to  the 
extin&ion  of  the  national  debt,  by  no  lefs  than 
£  400,000.  The  fupplies  wanted  for  the  prefent 
year  would  amount  to  £  5,654,000,  for  which  the 
means  provided  conftituted  a  fum  that  exceeded 
"the  former  by  £3?>o0°*      From  the  foregoing 
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ftatement,  Mr.  Pitt  was  of  opinion,  that  the  far-  chap. 
plus  would  enable  government  to  take  off  fuch  taxes  v-#~v~»J# 
as  bore  chiefly  on  the  poorer  clafles,  to  the  amount  of      l7** 
one  h2tlf  of  that  fum  ;  and  to  appropriate  the  other 
half  to  the  diminution  of  the  public  debts.     By  the  f  TOte*  of 

v  .  •  farther  re- 

methods  proje&ed  for  the  redemption  of  this  debt,  <*uci«g  th* 
£  25,000,000  would  be  paid  off  in  the  fpacfe  of  xLa!* 
fifteen  years ;  towards  which   the  intereft  of  the 
Turns  annually  redeemed  would  be  carried  to  the 
finking  fund,  till  the  annual  fum  to  be  applied  to  the 
redemption  of  that  debt  amounted  to  JT  4,00*0,000. 
This  favourable  ftate  of  the  finances  arofe  from  the 
a&ualprofperity  of  the  nation,  which,  though  arrived 
at  an  eminent   degree,  had  not  yet  attained  that 
fummit  of  grandeur  and  felicity,  that  lay  within 
the  reach   of  its  induftry  and  manifold  abilities. 
During  the  difcuffion  on  the  ways  and  means,  feveral 
fevere  ftriSures  were  made  on  the  mifchiefs  of  lot- 
teries, in  wafting  the  property  and  corrupting  the 
morals  of  the  lower  clafles.      Minifters  replied,  that 
the  lottery  was  a  tax  upon  adventure,  which  would 
exift  though  it  were  not  taxed,  it  was  no  reafon  to 
forbear  a  produ&ive  fource  of  revenue,  that  its  fub- 
je&  might  be  abufed.    Near  the  clofe  of  the  feflion 
Mr.Dundas  laid  before  the  houfe  his  annual  ftate-  ft  ate  of 
ment  of  the  income  and  expenditure  of  Britifli  In-  nances/ 
dia.      In  the  preceding  feffion  the  furplus,  after 
deducing  all  charges,  was  £  1,409,000,  applicable 
to  the  reduction  of  the  company's  debt,  and  to  pur- 
chafe  an  inveftment.  The  aftual  revenues  of  Bengal, 
Madras,  and  Bombay,  he  ftated  at  jC7>350,ooo; 
the  fum    remaining,    together  with    that  which 
*rofe  from  the  fide  of  imported  goods,  amounted 

to 
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c  h  a  r.  toj[  59 1, coo,  from  which  dedu&ing  the  intereft 
%^hVllL/  paid    at    Bengal,    Madras,    and    Bombay,    the 
n*u      furplus    of  the  whole   was    between   three    and 
£  400,000.     From  a  general  review  it  appeared, 
1  that  war  with  Tippoo  Saib,  and  the  intereft  of  the 
debt,  had  nearly  exhaufted  the  whole  revenue  of 
India,  and  the  profits  of  the  falcs ;  and  that  a  debt 
had  been  contrafted  of  £  1,782,328,  arifing  from 
the  purchafe    of   inveftments.      Notwithftanding 
the    increafe  of   the    India    debt,   Mr.   Dundas 
fiated  the    affairs  of  the  company  to  be  on  no 
worfe  a  footing  at  the  commencement  of  1792, 
than    at    the    commencement    of    1791  ;    and 
they  had  been  improved  at  home  by  the  payment 
of  debts  to  the  amount  of  £  694,000,  and  by  an 
increafe  of  money  in  their  treafury,  amounting  to 
£  541,400.      Thus  after  a  war  of  eight  months, 
the  company's  finances  were  only  the  worfe  by 
£  276,00a.     On  the  15th  of  June,  the  feffion  ter- 
minated with  a  fpeech  from  the  throne,  in  which 
his  majefty,  mentioning  the  ftate  of  agairs  in  Europe, 
declared  his  own  intention  to  obfervc  a  ftrift  neu- 
trality. 
political  While  fo  many  important  concerns  both  internal 

mnfaftions  ^  contjnentai  interefted  the  Britilh  nation,  a  mx 

breaking  out  in  India,  engaged  a  considerable  fhare 
of  the  public  attention.  The  peace  of  Mangalore, 
caufed  by  the  reduftion  of  Tippoo  Saib's  ftreiigth, 
-endured  no  longer  than  his  deficiencies  lafted.  In- 
heriting the  views  and  paffions  of  his  fathef,  he 
fought  the  empire  of  India,  and  as  a  ftep  to  its 
attainment,  the  expulfion  of  the  Engiifc,  his  moft 
powerful  rivals..  For  feveral  years,  he  had  beeft 
7  collecting 
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colle&ing  ftftd  disciplining  large  armies  j  and  though  ^"vm** 
hopelefs  of  affiftanee,  either  from  France  or  the  v-*~v~*-> 
native  powers,  was  not  afraid  fingly  to  provofce      l19*' 
England  to  wan     The  Englifli  government  m  In- 
dia, well  informed  of  his  deflgns,  was  fufficiently 
prepared  for  couritera&ion.     Mr.  Pitt's  plan  for  uncial 
the  admimitration  of  the  Indian  territories,  executed  Mr,  Pitt's 
under  the  dire&ioii  of  Mr.  Dundas,  had  corre&ed  m^fu"«, 
abufes,  reftored  profperity,  and  extended  revenue  Dun!£$:s 
through  Bririfli  India.     Sir  John  Macpherfon  fuc-  "tculive 

©  *  -    r  manage* 

ceeded   Mr.   Haftings   as  governor   general,  and  "»■«. 

•   •.  .  j  •  .1.1         i?  u-  i.  u-    SirJohn 

imitated  in  peace  the  plans  or  economy  which  his  Macpherfon 

predeceffor  had  concerted  and  executed,  as  firmly  Generic 
aad  tonftantly  as  was  poffibly  confident  with  the 
neceffary  expenditure  of  multiplied  wars:  he  thereby 
furmounted  the  pecuniary  difficulties  in  which  the 
executive  government  was  unavoidably  involved. 
He  liquidated  the  'civil  and  military  debts  which  able  and 
had  been  incurred,  andeftablifhedfuchafyftemfor  admininra- 
reducing  expenditure  and  improving  income,  as  tlon*f" 
greatly  facilitated  the  beneficial  adminiftration  of 
the  board  of  controul.     Lord  Cornwallis  being  H«iirw> 
fent  out  to  India,  in  fpring  1786,  andwitlvthe  t^dCoL 
double  appointment  of  governor  general  and  com-  w^8\wh? 
mander  in  chief,  arrived  at  Calcutta  in  September,  pUn$  of 
and  found  the  different  prefidencies  in  rifing  pro-  fweTm- 
fperity.     He  availed  himfelf  with  moderation,  firm-  f^0"*11- 
nefs,  and  temper,  of  the  bed  arrangements  of  his 
predeceSbrs,  and  introduced  feveral  new  regula- 
tions that  contributed  farther  to  the  public  welfare, 
including  the  fecurky  and  happinefs  of  the  natives. 
In  Madras  and  Bombay,  affairs  were  proportion* 
aWy  flourishing  j  the  JJriaih  prefidencies  were  alio 

f-cured 


*5« 


C  H  A  ». 

XLVIII. 

Tippc* 

Saib  recruits 
Jm  ftrength. 
He  attacks 
the  Rajah 
of  Travail- 


War,  and 
invafion  of 
My  (ore. 


Campaifii 
of  1790* 
indtcifivc. 


I7«t,  Lord 

Cornwall  it 
invades 
My  fore,  and 
comet  with- 
in light  of 
SeringApa- 
tam: 


HISTORY  OF  THE 

fecured  by  a  very  powerful  military  force.  The 
Nizam  and  the  Mahrattas,  as  well  as'lefs  cqnfider- 
able  powers  in  the  fyuthern  parts  of  the  peninfiila, 
were  in  alliance  with  the  Englifli.  Such  was  the 
(late  of  India  when  Tippoo  Saib  commenced  hot 
tilities  by  attacking  our  ally  the  Rajah  of  Travan- 
core,  whofe  dominions  the  Englifti  had  guaranteed 
with  Tippoo's  confent,  at  the  late  peace.  The 
council  of  Madras  femonftrated,  and  attempted 
amicable  mediation,  but  to  no  purpofe.  Bound  in 
honour  and  juftice  to  prote&  our  ally,  the  fupreme 
government  of  Bengal  declared  war  againft  the 
fultan  of  Myfore.  In  June  1790,  general  Meadows 
from  the  Cnrnatic,  invaded  Tippoo's  dominions, 
while  general  Abercrombie  from  the  weft,  having 
conquered  Cannamore,  advanced  towards  Seringa- 
patam.  Tippoo,  with  mafterly  fkill,  eluded  all 
Meadows'  ableft  efforts  to  bring  him  to  battle,  and 
after  a  long  and  tirefome  fucceffion  of  marches  and 
countermarches,  with  feveral  flurmifbes,  theEnglifh 
general  was  obliged  by  the  rainy  feafon  to  return 
to  Madras.  Nor  were  Abercrombie's  exertions 
after  the  redu&ion  of  Cannamore  during  the  firft 
campaign,  attended  with  any  decifive  efforts. 
Though  the  campaign  in  all  its  operations,  very 
honourably  difplayed  Britifli  valour  and  conduft, 
yet  it  did  not  anfwer  expe&ations,  and  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  himfelf  judged  it  expedient  to  take  the  field 
the  following  yean  In  March  1 79 1 ,  he  proceeded  to 
Myfore  by  theEaftefn  Ghauts ;  and  having  furmount- 
ed  the  paffes,  he  attacked  Bangalore,  the  fecond 
city  of  the  Myforean  empire.  Tippoo  marched  to 
its  relief:  for  fo  important  an  objeft  ventured  a 
.  '  pitched 
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pitched  battle,  was  defeated,  and  the  toWh  wis  taken  c  h  a  p. 
by  ftorm.  Lord  Cornwaliis  now  proceeded  towards  s^vO 
the  capital  of  Myfore,  whither  Abercrombie  was  I79*' 
alfo  advancing  with  the  weftem  ariny..  In  the  month 
Qf  May  he  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Seringa* 
patara,  where  he  found  Tippoo  Very  ftrongly  pofted, 
and  prote&ed  in  front  and  flank  by  fwamps  and 
mountains ;  not  deterred  l>y  thcfe  difficulties,  the 
Britiih  general  attacked  the  enemy,  and  though  the 
Myforeans  made  a  very  gallant  refiftance,  entirely 
defeated  them,  and  compelled  them  to  feek  fhelter 
under  the  guns  of  the  capital*  The  fun  was  about 
to  fet  when  the  vi&orious  Englifh,  purfuing  the 
enemy,  firft  beheld  Seringapatam  fifing  upon  an 
ifland,  in  all  the  fplendor  of  Afiatic  magnificence, 
decorated  with  fumptuous  buildings,  encircled  by 
moft  beautiful  gardens,  and  defended  by  ftrong 
and  extenfive  fortifications.  The  grand  objeft  of 
their  purfuit  now  appeared  to  the  Englifh  within 
their  immediate  grafp ;  but  difafters  which  no  fore- 
fight  could  have  anticipated,  and  no  wifdom  could 
have  prevented,  now  obftru&ed  its  attornment. 
A  covering  army  was  neceflary  while  they  were 
carrying  on  the  fiege,  both  for  fupporting  their 
operations,  and  for  commanding  the  country,  to. 
fecure  the  conveyance  of  provifions.  When  Lord 
Cornwaliis  fet  out  on  this  expedition,  he  had  trailed 
to  the  co-operation  of  the  Mahrattas,  but  was  dif- 
appointed.  Still  expefting  General  Abercrombie, 
he  marched  up  the  Cavery,  to  fecure  and  facilitate  is  prevem_ 
the  advance  of  the  weftern  army ;   but  the  river  «d  hj &? 

.  poods  of 

fuddenly  fwelling,  rendered  the  junflion  of  the  two  tfeeCavcry 

armies  impra&icable.    The  troops  from  Bombay  re-  ££ng~ti» 

Vox..  V.  *S  luftantly  5gg 
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chap.  luaanUyyicldingtoneccffity,departcdforthcweftcrn 
v-^-v-O  coaft,  expofedto  alLthc  fury  of  the  monfoon  which 
i*9*»      wa8  ^cn  raging  on  the  Malabar  fide  of  the  moun- 
tains.    Cornwallis  having  halted  fome  days  to  cover 
the  retreat  of  the  other  army,  deemed  it  expedient 
to  defer  the  fiege  of  Seringapatam  till  the  following 
campaign,  and  fpent  the  remainder  of  the  feafon 
in  reducing  the  interjacent  country  and  forts,  fe- 
curing  communication  with  the  allies,  prcpaiijg 
plentiful  fupplies  of  provifion,  and  making  other  dif- 
pofitions  for  commencing  the  inveftment  as  foon  as 
the  monfoon  fhouldbe  over.    The  moft  difficult  and 
moft  important  acquifitions  during  the  remainder  of 
this  campaign,  were  Nundydroog,  the  capital  of  a 
rich  diftrid,  and  Savendroog,  or  the  Rock  of  Death, 
a  fortrefs  which  commanded  a  great  part  of  the  coun- 
try between  Bangalore  and  Seringapatam.     Early 
i"»79*»       in    1792,   the  Nizam    and  the  Mahrattas  joined 
ferfaw?    the  Britifll  army,  now  on  its  march  ;  and  on  the 
wm'  5th    of   February,    the  Britifll  hoft  once  more 

appeared  before  Tippoo's  capital.  On  the  7th, 
foon  after  midnight,  they  attacked  the  fultan's 
lines,  forced  his  camp,  gained  a  complete  vi&ory, 
and  compelled  him  to  confine  himfelf  within  the 
dty.  The  Bombay  army  now  arriving,  a  jun&ion 
was  effe&ed  between  Abercrombie  and  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  and  the  city  was  invefted  on  every 
fide.  Seringapatam  has  the  form  of  a  triangle  al- 
moft  ifolkeles :  two  fides  are  waflied  by  the  river, 
while  the  third  is  joined  to  the  country.  On  this, 
the  weftern  fide,  as  naturally  the  moft  acceffible, 
the  fortifications  are  the  ftrongeft :  aware  of  this 
circumftance,  the  Britift  general  inftead  of  dire&ing 

-his 
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tiis  main  attack  from  the  ifland,  refolved  to  make  his  chap. 
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aflault  acrofs  the  river.  The  trertches  were  open,  the  v^^v-O 
fiege  was  advancing  with  great  rapidity,  and  difpofi-      ,7*2* 
tions  were  madefor  commencing  an  immediate  aflault. 
The  fultan  feeing  himfelf  hemmed  in  on  every  fide,  Tippoo 
importuned  by  the  people  to  terminate  the  war,  J^'Tind 
and  fearing  fedition  if  he  refufed,  at  laft  fued  for  obtain*  J* 
peace,  which  was  granted  him  on  the  following  tation  of 
conditions  :  firft  that  he  fhould  cede  one  half  of  his  wants?0™" 
dominions  to  the  allied  powers ;  fecondly,  that  he 
fhould  pay  three  crores,  and  thirty  lacks  of  rupees  #; 
thirdly,  that  he  fhould  unequivocally  reftore'  all  the 
prifoners  which  had  been  taken  by  the  Myforeans 
from  the  time  of  Hyder  Ally  ;  and  fourthly,  that 
two  of  his  three  eldeft  fons  fhould  be  delivered  up 
as  hoflages  for  the  due  performance  of  the  treaty. 
Agreeably  to  thefe  terms,  the  tieafure  began  to  be 
carried  to  the  Britifh  camp,  and  on  the  26th,  the 
young  princes  were  condu&ed  to  Lord  Cornwallis. 
This  ceremony  was  performed  with  great  pomp : 
meanwhile  Tippoo  made  fome  attempts  to  retard  , 

the. execution  of  the  treaty,  but  Lord  Cornwallis 
iffuing  orders  for  recommencing  the  fiege,  /he  fub- 
mitted  to  all  the  Britifh  demands ;  and  the  peace  was 
finally  concluded  on  the  19th  of  March.  Thus 
ended  a  war  which  delivered  the  company  from 
the  dangers  to  which  it  was  expofed,  by  the  in- 
veterate hoftility  of  the  moft  powerful  of  its  neigh* 
bours ;  conftantly  inclined  from  intereft  and  con- 
nexion, to  unite  with  France.  The  territories  of 
which  Tippoo  was  divefted,  were  divided  between 
the  three  allied  powers,  in  three  equal  portions. 

*  About  /4>i*5,coo. 

S2  This*-' 
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chap.  This  a&  of  good  faith  to  our  allies,  and  the  fepa- 
v^^-v-O  ntc  arrangements  made  by  Lord  Cornwallis  with 
»»*•      the  nabobs  of  Oude  and  the  Carnatic,  as  well  as 
the  principal  native  rajahs,  left  a  very  honourable 
eondua  of    and  advantageous  impreffion  of  Britifli  juftiee  on 
wfpeain;1*  the  memory  of  the  natives.      Lord  Cornwallis  and 
pnwmo-     General  Meadows,  with  great  generofity,  refigned 
their  fliare  of  the  plunder  to  the  reft  of  the  army. 
His  lordfhip  having  reduced  this  potent  enemy, 
turned  his  attention  to  the  improvement  of  the  ter- 
ritory which  bad  been  ceded  by  the  fultan  of  Myfore* 
Several  Britifli  gentlemen  had  applied  themfelves  to 
Meafuretof  *^c  ^^7  °^  ^e  oriental  languages,  and  by  this 
for  the  im-   means  had  become  acquainted  with  the  hifloryand 
Inn™!™    cuftoms  of  the  natives*    Among  other  valuable  in* 
formation,  they  had  learned  the  ancient  mode  of 
colle&ing  the  revenues  throughout  India.    By  con- 
verfancy    in   the   Perfian    and  lndoftan  tongues, 
both  civil  and  military  officers  difcovered  that  the 
fyftem  of  collection  in  Myfore  was  extremely  pro- 
ductive, without  oppreffing  the  inhabitants ;  and 
that  its  chief  advantage  arofe  from  the  impofts 
being  fixed,  fo  that  accounts  were  Amplified,  and 
the  oppreffions  of  intermediate  agents  were  not  fuf- 
fered  to  exift.     His  lordfhip,  from  the  knowledge 
which  he  had  acquired  concerning  Indian  fyftems 
of  .finance,  extended  his  improvements  to  Bengal, 
and  other  fettlemepts  in  India*. 

*  See  Annual  Regifter,  1792. 
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*The  French  revolution  chiefly  engages  the  attention  of  the 
continent  and  of  Britain. — The  Briti/b  government JHB  re* 
folved  not  to  interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  of  France.-— 
Catharine* s  views  refpeding  Poland— jbe  dejtres  to  embrM, 
her  powerful  neighbours  in  war  with  France. — Cautkuf 
prudence  of  Leopold. — Convention  at  Pilnitz  between  the 
chief  powers  of  Germany.— The  parties  difavow  hoftile 
intentions  againfl  France. — The  French  king  notifies  U \  fo~ 
reign  princes  his  acceptance  of  the  new  con/litution—anjwers 
of  the  different  powers. — Circular  note  of  the  Emperor.— 
Sweden  and  Ruff  a  urge  the  German  powers  to  aclive  hofti- 
Ittiesy  but  without  effecl. — Proceedings  inFrance. — Meeting 
ofthefecond  National  Affembly — they  conceive  internal  revo- 
lution a  reafon  for  changing  the  law  of  nations — Seizure  of 
Avignon— Operations  of  the  French  exiles  at  Coblentz.— 
The  king  urges  them  to  return— rapid  diminution  of  the 
kings  power. — General  character  of  the  French  nation* 
—violent  pqffons,  ardour  of  purfuit,  and  energy  of  atlion — 
the  fame  character  appears  in  their  religious,  loyal,  and 
democratical  enthuftafm — progrefs  of  republicanifm. — In- 
trigues between  the  royalifls  and  republican  leaders— from 
the  emptinefs  of  the  royal  coffers  are  unavailing. — fThe  king 
tefufes  to  attempt  his  efcape.~*Different  views  of  the  emi- 
grant princes  and  of  the  nobles— of  for  eignpotent  at  es. — Difputes 
between  the  French  government  and  the  elector  of  Treves. 
—The  princes  of  the  empire  headed  by  the  Emperor  and 
fupported  by  Pruffta  form  a  confederacy  for  defending  their 
rights. — Sudden  death  of  the  Emperor. — Preparations  of 
the  ling  of  Sweden. — Affafftnation  of  that  heroic  prince.—. 
The  French  government  demands  of  Auftria  and  Pruffta  the 
difavowal  of  a  concert  hoftile  to  France. — Bafis  of  tranquil- 
lity propofed  by  Francis  and  Frederic  Jfrilliam.--French 
declare  war  againfl  Auftria  and  Pruffta. — Counter  declara- 
S3  fans* 
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tiens.-~The  Duke  of  Brunfwick  is  appointed  general  of  the 
combined  armies  of  Germany.— Preparations  of  France  and 
diftribution  of  the  armies.— The  French  invade  tie  Aujirian 
Netherlands — their  firfl  operations  are  defultory  andunfuc- 
cefsful — unprovided  fiate  of  their  armies — is  imputed  to 
treachery. — Difpofitions  of  government  to  remedy  this  defeSt. 
.  The  Duke  of  Brunfwick  arrives  at  Coblentz.'—The  allied 
•  powers  mi/informed  concerning  the  difpofition  of  the  French 
♦  nation — under  this  mi/information  they  concert  the  plan  of  the 
campaign — they  propofe toinvadeFrance and  reflore monarchy— 
Manifefio  of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick— threatens  more  than  Its 
authors  tan  execute — unwife  and  hurtful  to  the  caufc. — 
State  of  parties  in  France — the  manifefio  combines  diverfity 
offentinunt  into  unanimous  determination  to  re/ifl foreign  in- 
terference — hurries  the  downfal  of  kingly  power — and  com- 
.  pletely  defeats  the  purpofes  of  its  framers. — Proceedings  at 
Paris — power  of the  jacobins —the fanscullottes—  decrees  fir 
raifing  a  jacobin  army  and  puwfbing  refra&ory  priejls—the 
king  refufes  hisfanclion, — La  Fayette  repairs  to  Paris-^but 
is  obliged  to  fly— he  leaves  the  French  army  andfurrender/to 
the  Au/lrians. — French  enthuftafm  on  the  approach  of  the 
combined  armies.  —Anniverfary  of  July  1 4th. — The  Mar- 
feillois— pa/Jive  citizens.— The  mayor  of  Paris  in  the  name 
of  his  conftituents  demands  the  depofttion  of  the  ling.— Pro- 
ceedings of  the  loth  ofAuguft — a  banditti  affault  the  Thuil- 
leries— valour  of  the  Swifs  guards — they  are  overpowered  and 
maffacred  by  the  favage  tnob.—The  royal family\arried pri- 
soners to  the  Temple — depofttion  of  the  king — plan  ofprovi- 
Jionary  government  drawn  up  by  Briffot — manifefloes  to  the 
French  and  to  foreign  powers— plan  of  a  convention — perfe- 
cution  of  the  unyielding  prlefts. — Church  plate  is  fent  to  the 
mint  and  the  bells  are  turned  intocannon. — Domiciliary  vifits. 
m—Maffacres  of  September— atrocious  barbarity  towards  the 
Princefs  Lamballe. —  Meeting  of  the  national  convention.— 
Englijh  focieties  addrefs  the  convention  with  congratulations 
and  praife — accompany  their  commendations  with  a  gift  of 

pes. 
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fines.— The  corresponding  fociety  by  its  fecretary  Thomas 
Hardy  Jhpemaier,  invites  the  French  republic  to  fraternity 
with  Britain. — The  convention  believes  the  bpqfis  of  fucb 
reformers %  that  they  fpeak  the  voice  of  the  Britj/h  nation—* 
this  belief  influences  their  political  conduct. — Schemes  of  the 
convention  for  procuring  the  property  of  other  countries.—- 
Proceedings  of  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick. — He  enters  France 
and  advances  towards  Champaign. — Dumourier  the  French 
general)  occupies  ajlrong  pofition. — The  Duke  of  Brunfwick 
retreats. — Elation  of  the  French.  —  Dumourier  enters  the 
Netherlands 9  defeats  his  enemy  at  Jemappey  and  reduces  the 
country**— The  French  propofe  to  conquer  and  revolutionize 
all  neighbour ingjtaies. — Notefl  decree  of  November  I  t)th,  en* 
couraging  foreign  nations  to  revolution. — The  French  open  the 
Scheldt,  contrary  to  treaties  with  Britain: — Effects  in  Bri- 
tain frotn  French  doctrines  and  proceedings. — Anti-con/litn- 
tional  ferment  during  the  recefs  of  1 7  9  2 .  — Englifh  republi- 
cans confidently  hope  for  a  change. — Alarm  of  many  friends 
of  the  conflitution. — Mr.  Reeves9 s  ajfociation  again/l  repub- 
licans and  levellers — is  very  generally  joined—and  gives  an 
important  turn  to  public  opinion.— The  king  embodies  the 
militia— and  atfuch  a  crjfts  fummons  parliament  before  the 
appointed  time. 

*VKTmL$  lord  Cornwallis  thus  effe&ed  fo  great  a  chap. 
change  in  Indoitan,  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  y_    w-'j 
were    fixed   on  the  revolutions  of  Poland    an4      %79%m 
France.       From    the   admiration    of   virtue,    or 
from   the  ejupity  of  ambition,  princes  and  fub- 
je&s  were  warmly  interefted  ii^  the   concerns  of 
the  gallant,   moderate,  an4   difcriuiinating   vota- 
ries of  rational  liberty  in  Poland,  but  they  were  J^^ 
ftill  more  univerfally  and  vigilantly  attentive  to  the  chiefly*n- 
furious  proceedings  of  democratical  and  anarchical  ■«*«**>  °f 
licence  in  France.    Every  friend  of  human  rights  nentan/af 
regarded  thePolifh  eftablifhment  of  diffufed  freedom 

S  4  yriih 
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chap-  with  complacency  and  fati*fa£kkm ;  but  he  rejoiced 

v^v~^>  at  it  on  account  of  the  Poles  themfelves,  without 

x79*-      confidering  his  own  fecurity  or  inteieft  as  likely  to 

be  affe&ed  by  the  a&s  of  men  who  confined  their 

views  to  their   own  country.    In  contemplating 

France,  whether  with  a  friendly,  hoftile,  or  impar- 

_  tial  regard,  every  neighbouring  beholder  faw  that 

the  condud  of  the  Gallic  revolutionists  would  and 

muft  influence  other  nations*    The  principles  and 

proceedings,  whether  deferving  praife,  reprobation, 

or  a  mixture  of  both,  were  general  in  their  objed, 

and  energetic  in  their  operation ;  and  their  effefts, 

happy  or  miferable,  evidently  muft  be  extenfive. 

The  monarchs  of  the  continent,  confeious  that  even 

moderate  and  rational  liberty  was  by  no  means  con- 

tfftent  with  their  own  refpe&ive  governments,  re- 

garded  with  alarm  a  fyftem,  tending  not  merely  tq 

reftrain,  but   to  crufh  and  annihilate  monarchy. 

The  Brit.ih    Britain  declared  her  rdblution  not  to  interfere  in 

§7h"fl!ived  the  internal  affairs  of  France  j  but  the  other  fove? 

STreUt'tbT"  reigns  by  no  means  concurred  in  declaiming  fucH 

iffarna,f      intentions  ;  indeed  fome  of  thenj  were  feverally 

France.        predifpofed  to  a  very  contrary  policy.     Since  the 

peace  of  Werela,  a  clofe  interqourfe  had  fubfifte4 

between  Catharine  and  Guftavus.     The  ambitious 

emprefs  foijed  in  the  expectations  with  which  flic 

had  begun  the  Turkifli  war,    faw  a  frefli  barrier 

rifing  againft  her  power  in  the  eftablifhment  of 

Polifh  independence,   which,  if  fuffbred  to  acquire 

ftrength  and  liability,  would  countentft  her  future 

Catharine'!   projetts  ;   fhe  therefore  refolved  to  crufh  the  new- 

Jv^^     born  freedom.  Auftria  and  Pruffia  only  poffefled  the 

^d-       power  of  obftru&ing  her  xiefigns ;  and  though  they 

were 


REIGN  OP  GEORGE  III.  265 

were  at  prefent  upon  amicable  terms,  yet  the  wifhed  chap. 
to  have  a  ftronger  fecurity  for  die  forbearance  of  v^^v-*^ 
their  interference :  the  moft  eflfe&ual,  fhe  well  knew,      l79*< 
would  be,  if  (he  could  occupy  them  in  another  quar- 
ter.   As  a  fovereign  fhe  was,  no  doubt,  inimical  to 
do&rines  fo  unpalatable  to  crowned  heads,  and  in 
fome  degree  entered  into  the  fympathies  of  her 
neighbours.    But  the  prevention  of  republicanifm, 
not  Very  likely  to  make  its  way  among  the  flavifh 
boors  of  Ruffia,  was  by  no  means  her  principal  or 
immediate  objeft.     Concealing,  however,  her  real 
intentions,  fhe  expreffled  not  only  the  ftrongeft  in- 
dignation againft  the  French  revolutionifb,  but 
openly  and  publicly  was  the  firft  to  declare  herfelf 
determined  to  proteft  and  reftore  the  ancient  go- 
vernment of  France.     She  applied  to  the  king  of  she  defoes 
Sweden,  who  very  readily  liftened  to  her  fuggeftions,  herpow^f 
and  promifed  to  coroperate.     Catharine  and  Gufta-  ^u"se,inwW 
vus  expreffed  the  warmeft  approbation  of  the  empe-  withFra,M»* 
ror's  letter  *.    The  emprefs  difpatched  a  minifter  to 
the  French  princes  at  Coblentz,  alfifted  them  with 
money,   and  preffed  them  to  enter  on  their  expedir 
tion?    Though  determined  to  avoid  all  a&ive  inter- 
ference herfelf,  fhe  affumed  the  t  appearance  of  the 
moft  ardent  zeal  againft  the  French  revolutionifts. 
Leopold  proceede4  in  his  plans  with  a  caution  and  Cautiout 
coolnefs  \vhich  the  more  ardent  advocates  of  a  Leopold. 
counter-reyolution  confidered  as  dilatory.     In  Au-  Convention 
guft  1 79 1  a  convention  was  held  at  Pilnitz  between  between  the 
the  emperor,  the  king  of  Fruffia,   and  the  eleftor  of  ofGJmwjr! 
Saxony,    The  friends  of  the  French  revolution 

f  See  Chapter  xlyii.        f  BouilK's  Memoirs,  4.57; 

formed 
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The  French 
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fiet  to  fo- 
reignprinces 


formed  an  hypothefis  that  at  this  meeting  a  treaty 
was  concluded  for  two  great  purpofes ;  the  reftora- 
tion  of  abfolute  monarchy,  and  the  difmemberrpeot 
of  the  French  empire  #.  The  real  objeft  of  this  con- 
vention  is  now  found  to  have  been  to  preferve  the 
public  tranquillity  of  Europe,  and  for  that  purpofe 
to  endeavour,  by  combined  influence,  to  effe&uate 
the  eftablifhment  of  a  moderate  and  limited  mo- 
narchy in  France,  The  conference  at  Pilnitz  was 
attended  by  the  Count  df  Artois,  the  Marquis  deBou- 
ille,  and  Mr.  de  Calonne.  Thefe  illuftrious  exiles 
and  the  contra&ing  fovereigns,  flipulated  that  they 
would  fupport  the  eftablifhment  of  order  and  mo- 
derate liberty ;  and  that  if  the  king  of  France  would 
concur,  and  other  potentates  accede  to  their  defigns, 
they  would  exert  their  influence  and  power  to  ob- 
tain to  his  chriftian  majefty  freedom  of  adion ; 
Leopold,  publifhing  this  engagement,  difcvowed 
hoftile  intentions  towards  France* 

In  the  month  of  September  a  notification  wasfent 
by  the  French  king  to  all  the  crowned  heads  in  Eu<- 

*  On  this  fi&ion,  the  vindicators  of  France  in  other  coun- 
tries, and  cfpecially  in  Britain,  in  converfatton,  fpeeches,  and 
writings,  during  the  firft  five  years  of  the  war,  refted  their 
principal  arguments  to  prove,  that  innocent  and  unoffending 
friends  of  liberty  and  of  the  human  race,  were  driven  by  necef- 
fity  tp  defend  themfelves  againft  the  confederation  of  defpots 
which  met  at  Pilnitz.  A  paper  was  actually  publithed  as  an  au- 
thentic copy  of  this  treaty  of  Pilnitz,  not  only  fupported  by  no 
cvidence,but  carrying,  in  its  intrinficabfurdity,  the  cleared  proofs 
that  it  was  a  forgery.  Another  fabrication  of  the  fame  kind  was 
alfo  published  as  a  ftate  paper,  and  long  referred  to  under  the 
title  of  the  treaty  of  Pavia.  Thefe  forgeries  are  very  fully 
and  ably  expofed  in  the  Anti-jacobin  newfpaper,  by  a  writer  un- 
der the  fignature  of  Detector. 

rope, 
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rope,  that  he  had  accepted  the  new  constitution,  chap. 
Britain  fent  a  very  friendly  anfwer :  in  his  reply,  «    _y_  jj 
Leopold  expreffed  his  hopes  that    this  meafure  hisH^\ 
might  promote  the  general  welfare,  remove  the  am*  of  a* 
fears  for  the  common  caufe  of  fovereigns,  and  *£*!*  *~ 
prevent  the  neceffity  of  employing  ferious  precau- 
tions againft  the  renewal  of  licentioufnefs.   The  an-  Anfwcrsof 
fwers  of  fome  of  the  other  powers  expreffed  their  powers. 
difbelief  of  the  king's  freedom,  and  therefore  for* 
bore  any  opinion  concerning  the  notification ;  but 
the  greater  number    fent  friendly  replies*.    In  f1™1^ 
November  the  emperor  fent  a  note  to  the  dif-  emperor, 
ferent  powers  of  Europe,  dedaring  that  he  confi- 
dered  the  French  king  as  free,  and  the  prevailing 
party  to  be  difpofed  to  moderate  counfels,  from 
which  his  majefly  augured  the  probable  eftablifhment 
of  a  regular  and  juft  government,  and  the  continue 
ance  of  tranquillity.  But  left  the  licentious  diforders 
fliould  be  renewed,  the  emperor  thought  the  other 
powers  fhould  hold  themfelves  in  a  ftate  of  obferva- 
tion,  and  caufe  to  be  declared  by  their  refpe&ive  mi- 
nifters  at  Paris,  that  they  would  always  be  ready  to 
fuppoj*  in  concert,  on  the  firft  emergency,  the 
rights  of  the  king  and  the  French  monarchy!.  About 
the  end  of  November  his  imperial  majefty  wrote  a 
note  to  the  king  of  France,  declaring  that  he  had 
no  intention  to  interfere  with  the  affairs  of  his  king- 
dom as  long  as  the  French  fliould  leave  to  their  king 
all  the  powers  |  which  they  had  voluntarily  ftipulated, 

*  See  in  State  Papers  of  October  and  November  1791  the 
refpc&ive  anfwers. 

f  State  Papers,  November  19th,  1791. 

X  This  declaration  certainly  was  an  interference,  as  it  pre- 
fcribed  bounds  beyond  whijtb  they  wen  act  to  go  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  their  own  affairs, 

and 
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C  xux*'  **&  *°^  wWch  ke  ^  voluntarily  accepted,  in  the 

w^v^f  new  oonftitutional  contract.  Leopold,  indeed,  ma- 

nlfefted  in  every  part  of  his  proceedings  a  difpofitioii 

to  maintain  peace  with  the  French  nation.     He  dif- 

*couraged  the  emigrants    from  affetnbling  within 

his  territories  to  concert  projeds  inimical   to  the 

revolutionary  government.      This  conduct  was  hy 

no  means  agreeable  to  the  French  princes,  who 

ftrongly  expoflulated  with  him  on  the   meafures 

which  he  was  purfuing.    The  king  of  Sweden  and 

Ruffiaui^e    the  emprefs  of  Ruflia  ftrenuoufly  urged  both  the 

^wfr^to*11  German  potentates  to  aftive  hoftilities  #,  but  with- 

tmt^but    out  cffcft :  and  IonS  after  the  meeting  at  I*ilnitz,  the 

ifta*       princes  who  conferred  proved  themfelves  inclined  to 

peace. 
Proceeding*       Meanwhile  the  fecond  national  affembly  met  in 

in  France.  J 

Meeting^    OftobeT  1 79 1  :  having  fworn  to  maintain  the  con- 
n«tionai       fthution  of  the  kingdom  decreed  by  the  cenftituent 
»fTem  y.     ^m\y\y9  faey  immediately  exhibited  a  fpedmen  of 
their  legiflative  juftice  by  palling  a  law  to  rob  the 
pope  of  the  territory  of  Avignon,  which  had  been 
ceded  to  that  prince  by  the  moft  folemn  treaties. 
They  co«-    This  a£t  was  a  farther  illuftration  of  the  principle 
nairevoiu-    already  exemplified  by  the  revolutionifts  in  their 
lor^^ing  aggreffions  on  the  German  fovereigns,  that  becaufe 
wtiwl0f     France  kad  H*ade  a  change  in  her  internal  confti* 
tution*  flie  was  alfo  to  alter  the  law  of  nations  ac- 
cording to  her  convenience  or  pleafure,  and  to  vio- 

#  The  Marquis  de  Bouilll,  who  was  in  the  confidence  of  the 
king  of  Sweden,  quotes  feveral  letters  which  prove  Guftavua  to 
have  been  very  anxious  to  take  an  a&ive  part  in  the  refteratioa 
of  monarchy ;  but- the  zeal  of  Cathari&e,  he  fays,  never  ex- 
tended bej&ni  Pfofcffcpoa. .  Page  457. 

1  late 
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late  the  rights  of  independent  ftates.    Their  next  chap. 
projeft  of  rapacious  injustice  was  againft  the  bi-  v^-v~0 
Ihopric  of  Baflc  *•  Thither  they  fent  commiffioners      w* 
to  fettle  certain  differences  which  they  pretended  to 
have  arifen  amongft  die  inhabitants,  and  between  Sciiurc  o( 
Avignon  and  Carpentras,    They  began  the  fyftem 
of  their  operations  by  inftituting  a  club,  and  gain- 
ing partizans  among  the  people :  after  maffacring 
the  moft  peaceable  and  refpeftable  inhabitants, 
they  compelled  the  remainder  to  meet,  and  vote 
their  union  with  the  kingdom  of  France.    The  operations 
French   royalifts  were   forming   an  army  under  ^fiT* 
the  prince  of  Cond£ ;    and*  from  the  continued  CoWeotfc 
jun&ion  of  the  nobles  and  their  adherents,  they  were 
become  very  numerous.     On  the  14th  of  O&ober 
the  aflembly  decreed,  that  emigrants  thus  colle&ed 
fhould  be  from  that  time  confidered  as  traitors 
againft  their  country ;  and  that,  from  the  lft  of  Ja* 
nuary  1792,  fuch  as  fliould  be  known  to  he  affem- 
bled  fliould  be  puniflied  with  death  ;  that  all  the 
French  princes  and  public  functionaries  who  fhould 
not  return  before  the  ift  of  January,  fliould  be  ad- 
judged guilty  of  the  lame  crimes,  and  fuSer  confis- 
cation of  their  property.  The  king  refufed  to  ratify 
this  decree,  but  endeavoured  to  reconcile  the  exUes 
to  the  French  government  by  admonition  and  per- 
faafion;  lie  repeatedly  difpatched  letter*  \q  all  tb&  Thekbg 
princes,earneftlyintreatingthemto  re;tum:  heufed  JS^Jl^ 
his  endeavours  by  a  public  proclamation,  as  well  a* 

*  See  French  Journal*  of  the  proceedings  of  the  aflembly, 
which  the  Englifh  reader  will  find  with  confiderable  accuracy,  in 
the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  and  the  historical  fubftunce  m  the 
Annual  Regiftert  j  but  in  fullsr  and  more  minute  detail  la  tht 
Monkeuis, 

all 
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all  the  private  influence  he  pofleffcd,  to  recal  the 
emigrants  to  the  bofom  of  their  country,  and  to  re- 
,791,  tain  thofe  who  were  inclined  to  emigrate.  The 
French  princes,  in  anfwer  to  the  king's  repeated  let- 
ters, perfifted  in  their  refufal  to  acknowledge  the 
conftitution  accepted  by  the  king,  and  declared  their 
views  to  be  the  re-eftablifhment  of  the  Roman  ca- 
tholic religion,  and  the  reftofation  to  the  king  of 
his  liberty  and  legiflative  authority.  The  republi- 
can party,  profeffing  to  think  that  the  king  fecretly 
inftigated  the  princes,  endeavoured  to  excite  in  the 
nation  a  general  miftruft  of  his  intentions ;  and  found 
their  efforts  fo  fuccefsful,  that  they  were  encouraged 
to  proceed  in  executing  their  defign  of  leflening  the 
power  of  the  king,  and  exalting  their  own  on  its 
Rapid  m-     ruins.    The  firft  ftep  they  took  for  the  accomplifh- 

STSlJipf  ment  of  this  cnd  was>  by a11  means  to  set  r5d  of  the 

P°wcr-        ufual  marks  of  refpeft  to  his  majefty's  perfon.  On  the 

6th  February  1792,  Condorcet,  appointed  prefident, 

was  ordered  to  write  a  letter  to  the  king,  in  which. 

he  was  dire&ed  to  lay  afide  the  title  of  "  Your  Ma- 

jefty."  The  loweft  rabble  were  permitted,  and  even 

encouraged,  to  refort  to  the  palace,  and  revile  the 

royal  family  in  the   moft  grofs    and   profligate 

terms. 

SwaSirof       ^le  nat*onal  ehara&er  of  Frenchmen  appeared 

the  French    totally  changed :  that  people  which  for  fo  many 

icntp^n^  ages  had  been  diftinguifhed  for  loyalty  and  religious 

J^u^lnd  **d*  now  eagerly  trampled  on  every  remnant  of 

«^rsy  ©f     monarchy  or  hierarchy.    But  the  change  was  really 

much  lefs  in  the  conftltuents  than  in  die  direftion 

of  their  chara&er.  The  French  nation  has  ever  been 

diftinguifhed  for  ardour  of  fenfibility  to  the  paf- 

fionof  the  times :  whatever  objefts,  prevailing  opi- 

8  nions 
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nions-or  fentiments  propofed,  they  purfued  with  an  chap. 
energy,  rapidity,  and  impetuofity,  which  naturally  \^~v~<L> 
and  neceffarily  produced  excefs.     In  whatever  they      ,7'2* 
fought,  eager  for  pre-eminence,  they  ran  into  ex- 
tremes :  the  fame  (pedes  of  chara&er  which,  in  the 
fixteenth  century,  took  the  lead  in  augmenting  the  The  fame 
domination  of  priefts,  in  the  feventeenth  century  in  l^r%\a 
extending  the  power  of  kings,  in  the  eighteenth  was  g^™^ 
pre-eminent  in  enlarging  the  fway  of  atheifts  and  andide1™°-. 
levellers.     Prompt  in  invention,  and  powerful  in  thufiaim. 
intelligence ;  fertile  in  refources,  and  energetic  in 
execution,  the  efforts  of  the  French,  whitherfoever 
direfted,  never  failed  to  be  efficacious.     Readily 
fufceptible  of  impreffion,  they  were  alive  to  fympa- 
thy.    Sentiments  and  opinions  were  very  rapidly 
communicated  :  what  Frenchmen  feek,  they  feek 
in  a  body.     The  fame  national  charafter  which  fup- 
ported  the  catholic  league,  and  fpread  the  glory  and 
power  of  Louis  XIV.  now  overthrew  the  monarchy. 
To  render  the  king  obnoxious,  as  well  as  to  increafe 
the  means  of  force,  the  republicans  repeated  the  re- 
ports of  a  confederacy  of  defpots,  declared  their  dif- 
belief  of  Leopold's  pacific  profeffions,  and  procured 
a  decree  of  the  affembly,  demanding  fatisfa&ion  for 
the  alleged  treaty  of  Pilnitz.     The  Jacobin  clubs, 
their  pamphleteers,  journalifts,  and  other  agents  of  Prog^fi  of 
confufion  and  anarchy,  rang  the  changes  on  the  SShu 
treaty  of  Pilnitz,  and  affirmed  that  there  was  in  the 
palace  a  junto,  which  they  called  an  Auftrian  com- 
mittee ;  and  of  which  De  Geffan,  the  king's  mi- 
nifter  for  foreign  affairs,  was  alleged  to  be  a  leading 
member.    At  a  public  trial  of  one  of  the  journalifts 
for  aflerting  the  ekiftence  of  fuch  a  committee,  he 
could  bring  no'proof  to  fupport  his  affertion  j   nor 

was 
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chap,  was  there  ever  any  evidence  adduced  to  give  the 
v.rv^  finalleft  colour  to  the  allegation.  The  royalift snow 
*79U  counteracted  the  defigns  of  the  republicans  with 
bStXm- the  opennefs  and  boldnefs ;  they  formed  fevera!  projefts 
Md'repubii-  ^or  refcuing  ^e  ^°ng  through  the  agency  of  Banton, 
can  ,e*J«w>  and  fome  other  outrageous  democrats,  who  mani- 
cmptinefiof  fefted  a  difpofition  to  betray  their  caufe,  iftheyfouiid 

the  roynl .  *  .'  ,     .  *•  •    i 

cofRr»?re  treachery  more  lucranve  than  their  preient  violent 
1MI*?  mg#  adherence.  Danton,  that  furious  republican,  received 
a  hundred  thoufand  crowns  *  for  fupporting  mo- 
tions really  favourable  to  the  king,  though  profef- 
fedly  inimical ;  but  finding  the  refources  of  the 
court  inadequate  to  his  defires,  relumed  his  republic 
canifm.  It  isalfo  affirmed  thatBiiffot  offered  to  betray 
his  caufe  for  a  large  fum  of  money,  but  that  the 
courtbeing  either  unwilling  or  unable  to  afford  the 
bribe  required  t  by  this  patriot,  he  perfevered  in  his 
republican  career}.  A  plan  was  concerted  for  effect- 
ing the  king's  efcape  to  the  coaft  of  Normandy, 
which  province  was  attached  to  his  majefty.  His 
flight,  it  is  believed,  would  have  been  practicable ; 
but  the  character  of  the  king,  mild  and  benevolent, 
without  a£tive  enterprise,  was  little  fitted  to  profit 
by  thefe  opportunities.  His  departure  from  Paris 
would,  he  thought,  annihilate  the  monarchical  con- 
stitution which  he  had  f  worn  to  prated j  and  expofe 
all  his  adherents,  declared  or  even  fufpe&edthrough- 
outFxance,  to  the  infuriate  cruelty  of  dominant  licen- 

#  See  Playfair's  Hiftory  of  Jacobmirnl.         f  Ibid. 

X  Perfons  thoroughly  acquainted  with  Brifiot,  declare  that  ar* 
ace  was  no  part  of-  his  charade* ;  and  as  Mr.  Pkyfair  brings  so' 
proofs  of  hit  affmion,  dilbcliete  it  ae  improbable. 

ttoufhefs. 
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boufhefe.    From  thefe  confederations  the  king  re-  ch'ap: 
fafed  to  attempt  his  efoape.   Understanding  reports  ^  ■  w    '^ 
to  have  been  circulated  that  fee  was  projecting  to  Th*7k9*'  - 
leave  Paris  ;  to  coatradift  thefe  be  wrote  a  letter  to  rcftff*8  ">.  * 
the  national  affembly,  in  which  he  fully  explained,  efc«pe» 
his  fentiment3r  views,  and  intentions  *.  The  friends 
of  the  king,  and  even  of  limited  monarchy,  regret- 
ted his  unwillingnefc  to  venture  any  ftep  that  might    ' 
refcije  him  fropi  a  fituarion  m  which  he  was  fo  de- 
graded ajid>  Wulted.    They  conceived,  that  .the  ob- 
ject ^as  well  worthy  of 'the  rifle  ;  and  that  .the  dan- 
ger of  flight  was  only  doubt&d,  whereas  the>  danger 
of  continuance  was,  if  not  immediate,  at  leafr  cer- 
tain.    Of  the  emigrants^  the  princes  defired  the.  Different 
reftitution  of  the  old  government,  but   the  ma-  thtlmfgrant 
jority  of  the  exiled  nobles  and  gentry  dbfired  the  $Tcn^ 
eftabliflunent  of  a  moderate  and  limited  monarchy.  blc,i 
Foreign  powers  were  aHb  divided  on  this  fubjeft. 
Ruffia,  'Spain,  and  Sweden,  prppofed  to  reftore  the  of  forei«n 
ancient  monarchy,     Pruffia  was  fomewhat  favour- 
able to  this  opinion,  but.  would  not  interfere  ac- 
tively withoijt  the  co-operation  of  Leopold.    The 
emperor   continued  friendly  to    peace  until    the 
condud  of  the  French  government  proved  to  hinx 
its  determination  to  difturb  tranquillity.     They  ftiU 
withheld  fatisfa&ion  for  their  ufurpations  in  Lorrain 
and  Alface.     They  threatened  with   hoftility  the  g*^^ 
eleftor  of  Treves,  and  alleged  various  pretexts  for  French  50- 
their  difpleafure;  but  chiefly,  his  expreflion  of  doubts  and  the" ' 
refpe&ing  the  freedom  of  the  king,  and  permiflibn  xretei'°f 
given  to  French  emigrants  to  affemble  in  his  doiAi- 
nions.    French  troops  having  approached  the  fron-, 

*  State  Papers,  February  17th,  1791* 

Vol.  V.  T  tier* 
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chaj.  tiers  of  Tre*ea>  and  tatnadng  Us  ttratomts,  the 
s^-v~%s  afeflor  applied  for  proreQioa  to  the  emperor*  Tlfe 
Thf^ce,  prince  as  hod  of  the  Germanic  body,  propofed  to 

tirprS*  **  *****  Pr*nccg  °*  ^e  emPire  »  extenfrre  plan  of 
bytbtt^   defenfivc  confederation,  for  mttaal  and  reciprocal 
Km***     focnrity  againfl  French  aggreffion,  and   ordered 
SLic^  mailhal  Bender  to  march  to  the  defence  of  Treves. 
^Si,for  The  French  government,  in  a  ftyle  rather  menacing 
****■■  tfan  conciliatory,  demanded  an  explanation  of  the 
emperor**  intentions.      The  anfwer  of  Leopold, 
though  firm,  tras  ftitt  pacific,  and  difevowed  every 
d^ftk  intention  of  aggreffive  hoftility.     Meanwhile  the 
«»!»•».     emperor  dkd  very  fuddenly  *  at  Vienna.     Francis, 
hir  fon  and  fucceflbr,  declared  his  intention  to  per- 
fevere  in  the  pacific  plan  of  his  father,  but  to  be 
prepared  for  defenfive  v*ar.    The  French  govern* 
meat  categorically  demanded  a  declaration  of  Fran- 
cis's intentions*  and  received  a  reply  announcing  die 
eoftetioe  of  a  concert  for  the  purpofes  of  defence, 
hut  not  snvafion.    As  the  difcuffion  proceeded,  it 
became  progreffively  more  hbftite  %  and  both  fides 
prepared  for  war.    Catharine,  operating  on  the  he- 
me mind  of  the  Swedifh  king  Guftavus,   had  in- 
duced him,   Jo   early   as  the  fummer  of  1791, 
to  join  in  a  project  for  the  relief  of  Louis,  even 
JF  the  emperor  and  Pruffia  kept  aloof;  and  Spain 
foon  after  had  acceded  to  this  defign.     Guftavus, 
betaking  himfelf  to  Coblentz,  conferred  with  the 

#  After  a*fltoefsoftwod*yi,wWchby  many  vtasaftritad'to 
pplfon  ;  but  there  wa»  never  any  proof  of  thiaaflertton* 

f  See  State  Papers,  from  January  to  March  179a*  Cqn& 
fpondence  between  the  ambafladors  and  miniftcrs  of  France  aai 
Auftria,  at  Paris  and  Vienna  j,  eipecially  the  letters  to  and  from 
Count  Kaunitz. 

exiled 
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arfted  prihceg  aAd  ftobtttty  j  and,  ereonraged  By  e  »LIAX  F' 
CathariAe,  prepared  an  army  which  he  was  to  head;  s**-v-*J 
He  ConMfed  Leopold  and  Frederic  Wifiiam,  but  "»4iSW 
found  both  unwilling  to  embafk  in  fo  teiry  hazafif-  5l£J*Z 
dous  a  projefit.    He,  however,  made  difpofitions 
lor  proceeding  in  his  undertaking  without  thdb?  o<*> 
operation,  and  was  preparing  to  conduft  an  arma- 
ment which  ftiould  make  a  defcent  on  the  coaft  of 
France  and  co-operate  *'  with  the  royalifts,  when,  on 
the  1 6th  of  MareH  i7$2,bOTigatamafquerademhfe  $^£* 
e^al,fromtheha«d«ofAnkeiJftroem,adifaffcaed  ^roie 
nobleman,  who,  with  others,  had.  plotted  againft  pm  *' 
Ms  fife,  he  receded  a  wound  which  proved  mortal* 
He  for  twelve  days  languished  in  agonizing  pain  $ 
but  retaining  (he  ufe  of  his  faculties,1  very  ably  and 
completely  arranged  his  affairs  ;  left  wife  and  be* 
neficiai  diredions  to  his  youthful  fon,  and  breathed 
his  laft  on  the  28th  of  March,  in  the  forty-eighth  \  i1 

year  of  his  age,  and  twenty-firft  of  his  reign  ti  *  J  I 

prince  for  genius  and  heroifm  rarely  fiirpaffed,  wd  •  '\ 

Hot  often  equalled,  even  in  the  glorious  annals  df 
Svredift  kings*  The  confederacy  of  princes  which 
Guftavus  and  Catharine  firft  propofed  for  model-  •., 

Kng  the  government  of  France,  without  regard  to 
the  vfcice  0f  tfce  people,  did  not  aftually  take  placed 
yet  a  different  concert,  originatinjg  chiefly  in  the 
imperious  and  violent  condu&  of  France  herfelf,  was 
unavoidably  formed*      Dumourier,   now  fordga 

■•  Boutlte,  chftptett  ia  and  t|. 

f  On  ttc  fedden  fait  of  thefe  t*b  princtfj  Him  Paroc  cacirtu 
inglj  ebfmed,  «  See  how  kings  are  flieltitig  awaj  1" 

^        ti  inlnifter, 
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chap,  minifter,  in  didatorial  terms  required  both  from 
iJ^J!^  the  courts  of  Berlin  and  Vienna  the  difavowal  of 
-  17**-  .  any  concert  inimical  to  France,  and  the  difcontinu- 

The  Frencli         '  •      ^-%  v  •  t»i~ 

g*»emm«ut  ^nog  ^f  protection  to  the  French  emigrants.     1  lie 
AuTru  \£  anfwers  of  PruiBa  and  Auftria  propofed  a  general 
*Sk%£    principle  as  the  bafis  of  tranquillity j  that  the  French 
wliKrrt  fi*dd  not  confider  tbemfelves,  as  from  their  revolution, 
bXoV      entitled  to  vitiate  the  rights  of  other  powers.     They 
tranquillity   therefore  ftated  three  fubje&s,  on  which  they  de- 
E2d?tnJ  manded    fatis&aion;    firft,  that  a  compenfetion 
wK.      fhould  be  given  to  the  princes  poffeffioned  in  Lor- 
raine and  Alface.     Secondly,  that  fatisfa&ion  (hould 
be  rendered  to  the  pope  for  the  county  of  Avignon. 
Thirdly,  that  the  government  of  France  ihould 
have  a  fuffiqient  power  to  reprefs  whatever  wight 
give  uneafinefc  to  other  dates* .    Dumourier  replied 
that  the  king  of  Hungary  had  no  concern  in  thefe 
difcuffions,  repeated  in  ftill  ftronger  terms  the  de* 
feiand  of  the  French  government,  and  denounced 
war  unlefs  the  anfw^r  was  categorical  and  fpeedy. 
daTw«"    The  two  German  potentates  adhering  to  their  for- 
y !??     ,  mer  replies,  the  national  affembly,  on  the  20th  of 

Auftria  and  r  „  •    n      i        1  •  r  ▼▼ 

Fruffia.  April,  declared  war  againft  the  king  of  Hungary 
and  Bohemiaf,  and  foon  after,  againft  the  king  of 
Fruffia.  In  the  decree  denouncing  boftitities,  the 
national  affembly  repeated  the  imputation  of  a  hofiile 
counrcr  confederacy  againft  the  liberties  0/  Franc*.  Th* 
deciamioD.  ^0^  0f  Vienna,  in  its  counter  manifefto  J,  difavowed 
as  before,  all  offenfive  intentions.     The  princes  of 

#  Sec  State  Papers,  April  5th,  179JU        ,    . 
f  State  Papers,  April  20th,  1792. 
%  State  Papers,  July  5th,  179a. 

'    *  I  'the 
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the  German  empire  had  formed  a  concert  for  re- 
ciprocal prote&ion  againft  the  unjuft  pretenfions  of 
France,  which  had  confidered  her  internal  changes      179** 
a8  reafons  for  deviations  from  the  faith  of  foreign 
treaties.      The  king  of  Pruffia,  as  member  of  the 
confederation  for  fecuring   Germany .  againft  the 
aggreffions  of  France,   declared  himfelf  compelled 
to  take  an  a&ive  {hare  in  the  war.      But  befides 
the  defenfive  objefts  avowed  by  Francis,  the  king- 
of  Pruflia's  manifefto  declared,  that  one  of  his  pur» 
pofes  was  to  put  an  end  to  anarchy  in  France,  to* 
eftablifh  a  legal  power  on  the  effential  bafis  of  a 
monarchical  form,   and  thus  give  fecurityto  other 
governments  againft  the  incendiary  attempts  and 
efforts  of  a  frantic  troop*.'  Thus  the  repreffion  of 
French  principles  was  the  chief  objeft  which,  by  his 
own  avowal,  induced  the  king  of  Pruffia  to  join  in 
hoftilities  againft  France ;  while  the  protection  of 
the  Germanic  empire  was  oftenfibly  the  principal 
motive  of  Francis.      From  the  time  that  Leopold 
and  Frederic  William  had  concluded  their  alliance, 
they  had  joined  in  deeming  the  duke  of  Brunfwick, 
the  fitteft  general  for  dire&ing  the  force  of  the 
defenfive  confederacy.      An  intercourfe  had  been 
opened  between  them  confidentially  on  this  fubjeft; 
arid  the  duke  was  fully  apprifed,  and  approved  of 
the  enterprize  of  Leopold.   When,  from  the  aggref-  Thtduke 
fion  and  declaration  of  France,  war  was  become  of  *m.nf,p 

wick  J* 

abfolutely  neeeffary,  his  ferene  highnefs  Accepted  appointed 
the  command,  and  preparations  were  made  for  fhecom! 
opening  the  campaign  with  the  combined  forces,       **?<*' 

Germany, 

*  Qee  State  Paper*,  July  24th,  1791. 

T  3  Immediately 
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chap.  Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  w  by 
s-^v^>  France,  the  French  forces  were  fet  in  motion,  the 
j*^tioi»  ^g  *****  (tftabliflied  four  armies,  in  order  to  pro- 
°!i  Jd!S!i '  te^  ^  coVcr  ****  countlT>  m&  to  be  in  readinefs 
tutian  of  to  *&  a*  the  exiiling  circumftances  might  direfi. 
**  vtaiet.  T^  ^  ^^  ^  affembled  on  the  northern  con* 
fines  of  France,  under  the  command  of  the  Marihal 
4e  Rochambeau,  an  experienced  officer,  who  had 
ferved  in  the  French  armies  during  the  American 
var.  This  force  was  deftined  to  cover  the  frontier 
tpwards  th*  Auftrian  Netherlands,  from  the  Ger- 
man Qcean  at  Dunkirk,  to  Maubeuge,  in  French 
Hainault,  with  their  right  extending  to  the  Meufe. 
The  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  appointed  to  command 
die  fecond  army,  fixed  his  head  quarters  at  Metz, 
and  occupied  Nancy,  Thionville,  and  Lunerille. 
By  this  means  was  the  cordon  extended  from  the 
banks  of  the  Meufe  to  the  Mofelle,  and  retained  in 
check  the  important  fortrefs  of  Luxemburg.  The 
third  army  was  formed  on  the  Rhine,  under  Luck- 
ner,  and  extended  from  Landau,  by  Strafburg, 
towards  Montbeliard,  and  the  pafs  of  Porentrui  into 
Switzerland.  The  poffeflion  of  this  important  defile, 
aided  by  the  favourable  pofition  of  the  mountains 
pf  Jura,  rendered  the  extenfive  frontier  of  Franche 
Compte  entirely  fafe.  A  fourth  army  was  affem- 
bled on  the  fide  of  Savoy,  to  watch  the  motions  of 
the  king  of  Sardinia,  who  was  expe&ed  to  join  the 
■  hoftile  confederacy.  The  qxmy  of  the  north,  com- 
manded by  Rochambeau,  amounted  to  above  fifteen 
thoufand  men;  the  centre  army,  commanded  by 
La  Fayette,  to  feventeen  thoufand ;  the  army  of  the 
Rhine,  to  a^ont  twenty-two  thoufand  j  the  fourth, 

to 
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to  ttteto  thoufond  men,  The  redu&ipa  of  tkf  en  ak 
Low  Countries  was  the  objeft  of  this  campaign  j  ^JS^L# 
and  the  difaffection  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria  flgH  fob-      *TTl-v 

Tew  Frtttffc 

lifting  in  the  provinces,  afforded  probable  expe&fc-  .$«**!•*• 
dons   of  fuccefe.      The  army  under  Rochambeau  x+\m+  <- 


occupied  the  direft  road  to  Bruflels,  without  any 
impediment  but  ihe.garfifon  of  Mons.      Fayette 
commanded  the  county  of  Namur,  and  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Meufe  ;  but  the  armies  were  found  very 
imperfe&Iy  provided  and  difciplined :  the  French  Their  firft 
foldiers  were  deficient  in  military  experience,  in%m*  Twdefuu 
munition,  and  ftores  of  every  fort.      Many  of  tfc*  L°n7UCcdL 
officers  warmly  attached  to  the  king  were  not  eager  fu1, 
in  promoting  a  caufe  which   they  by  no  means 
deeaied  the  caufe  of  their  fovereign.     The  war 
was  begun  with  an  attack  on  the  cities  of  Mons  and 
Tournay  ;  but  the  foldiers  being  imprefled  with  an 
idea  that  they  were  betrayed  by  their  generals,  ra» 
treated  in  great  confufion ;  in  their  favage  rage  they 
murdered  feveral   officers,    and  among  the   rdt 
Dillon,  theiieutenant  general.  They  trampled  upon 
his  body,  and  having  lighted  a  fire,  threw  the  corpfe 
into  the  flames.  The  infuriated  foldiers  danced  round 
the  remains  of  their  commander :  fo  ferocious  and 
hardened  had  they  become  from  the  influence  of 
the  revolutionary  enthufiafm.  Rochambeau,  finding  Unpaid* 
Che  army  totally  loofened  from  fubordination  and  !«£«*!. 
all  honourable  principles  of  duty,  refigned  in  the 
higheft  difguft.     Luckner,  appointed  commander 
<rf  the  army  of  the  north,  found  the  troops  in  a 
*aucb  worfe  fituation  than  even  his  predecefibr  had 
feprefented.     La  Fayette  made  the  fame  complaints 
of  the  unprovided  ftate  of  the  force  entrufted  to  iiis 
conunand,  as  deficient  in  camp  equipage,  artillery 
T4  ammunition,  : 
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ammunition,  and  ftores  of  every,  kind :  in  ftbft, 

at  the  commencement  of  the  war  the  armies  of  the 

itim^uMd    French  government  were  in  fo  very  unprovided  a 

wocaehery.  ft^  as  could  hardly  arife  even  from  negligence, 

Difpofitkmi  without  the  co-operation  of  treachery.    In  fuch  a 

mSnT'    condition  of  the  forces  it  was  found  neceflary,  if  not 

£Sur  *"  to  abandon,  to  poftpone  the  invafion  of  the  Auftrian 

Netherlands,  until  difcipline  were  better  eftabliflied, 

magazines  formed,   and  other  difpofitions  made, 

proper  for  a  campaign. 

The  Auftrian  force  then  in  the  Netherlands  was 

not  very  confiderable ;  and  during  the  months  of  May 

and  June  the  operations  of  both  fides  were  deful- 

The  duk«    iory  and  unimportant.      On  the  3d  of  July,  the 

wkk^rim  duke  of  Brunfwick  arrived  at  Goblentz,  with  the 

at  cobknts.  firft  divifion  of  the  Pruffian  army,  and  in  the  courft 

pf  the  month  being  joined  by  frefli  troops, ,  he  pre- 

pared  %o  commence  the  campaign.      His  ferene 

highpefs,  with  very  great  talents,  the  deepeft  mili- 

jtary  {kill,  and  eminent  political  abilities,  is  extremely 

diffident*.   From  that  caufe,  joined  to  a  gentle  and 

delicate  difpofition,  he  frequently  treated  very  infe: 

rior  capacities  with  exceffive  deference,  and  did  not 

'with  fufficient  vigour  maintain  in  deliberation  the 

.<E&a£es  of  his  own  excellent  understanding.   Fitted 

to  lead  in  council  and  in  war,  in  the  former  the 

tk«  titied    ^uke  °^  Brunfaick  t0°  frequently  followed*    to 

p*wen        concerting  the  plan  of  the  campaign  1 39*,  he  left 

nut- inform-  °.  ,.n  t-i    v      •  i  t/     i     •    tttm 

cd  con-  the  formation  chiefly  to  Francis  and  Frederic  Wil- 

5!f^fitioiie  iiam.  Thefe  princes  were  imprefled  with  an  opinion, 

Frertteh  &>  naturally  adopted,  and  ftudioufly  fpread  by  the 

Mtion.  emigrants,  that  the  greater  number  of  Frenchmen 

•  This  is  the  account  given  of  him  bj  virions  gentlemen  who 
Jute  jrifitpd  Germany, 

*  '    '   T'  were 
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we*e  attached  to  the  old  government,  and  would  chap. 
join  the  ftandard  of  monarchy  if  they  found  thfem-  w-v-^, 
felvts  properly  fuppdrted ;  and  on  this  fuppofition  V($J*:U 
tfrey  formed  the  plan  of  the  campaign*     It  was  pro-  »«***- 
pofed  that  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  fliould  fet  out  emcot'fi« 
from  CoMentz  with  an  army  of  Proffians,  fifty  ££££ 
thoufand  ftrong,  and  march  by  Treves  "and  Lux-  Ij£?t£ro" 
einburg  to  Ldagvy.     After  reducing  this  fortrefs,  ",vadc 
and  aifo  if  poffible  Montniedi,  the  next  objeS  was  reftore' 
to  eftabiifh  magazines,  continue  the  march,  and  mwurchf* 
inveft  Verdun.     In  fupport  of  thefe,  as  well  as  of 
fubfequent  operations,  the  court  of  Vienna  engaged 
to  bring  into  the  field  two  armies ;  the  one  to  a£t 
between  the  Rhine  and  the  Mofelle,  and 'to  be  of 
fufficient  ftrength  for  the  purpofe  of  at  once  mena- 
cing Landau  and  Saar-Louis,  and  carrying  on  the 
fiege  of  Thionville  \  while  the  other,  of  much  fu- 
perior  force,  fliould  bg  engaged  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries ;  their  pofitions  were  to  be  as  near  the  JVfeufe 
as  poffible,      Sliould  the  expectations  of  a  genera} 
rife  in  France  be  difappoijited,  the  duk*  of  Brunf- 
wick waa  nqt  to  crof§  the  river  witfy  his  main  body, 
but  to  detach  a  confiderable  portion  of"  his  army  to 
co-operate  with  the  Auftrians  in  French  Hainault, 
in  reducing  Verdun,  Sedan,  and  Meziers.  *  Thus 
the  allies  eftablifhing  themfelves  upon  the  French 
frontier,  would  be  able  to  winter  in  fecurity,  and 
coiijtmpnc?  tliQ  following  campaign  with  great  ad- 
vantage-,    T°  pppofe  this  invading  force,  the  en- 
trenched camp  atMaubeuge,  and  another  at  Maulde, 
with  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  Valenciennes,  formed  the 
principal  points  of  defence  on  the  part  of  the  French. 
Previoijs  to  the  march  of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick, 

a  mani- 
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c  haf,  * manifefto was  cowpofed under  the amtfority,  sad 
w^v-w  according  to  the  fentimentt  of  Frauds,  now  empe- 
MaliMo     rar  °^  Germany,  and  ticking  of  Fruffia;  pic 
^£L^4  claiming  the  obje&s  of  thefe  two  princes  in  their 
miu,        projected  invafion,  andifiuedin  the  name  of  the 
duke  of  Brunfwick,  commander  in  chief  of  the 
expedition.  This  celebrated  inanifeftowas  founded  on 
the  feme  misinformation  concerning  the  difpofioon 
of  the  French  themfelves,  in  which  the  plan  of  the 
threat      campaign  had  originated*     The.  proclamation  de- 
iTs°auth?ri    &**&•  that  the  intention  of  the  combined  princes 
can  execute,  v*$  neither  to  conquer  any  part  of  France,  nor  to 
interfere  with  the  internal  government  of  that  king* 
dom,  but  (imply  to  deliver  the  king  and  queen 
from  captivity.      It  invited  all  the  French  foldiers 
and  other  Frenchmen,  to  join  the  combined  army 
in  executing  this  defign,  promiled  protection  and 
fatuity  to  all  who  fhouU  accept  thefe  proffers  j 
and  denounced  vengeance  againft  the  perfons  and 
property  of  all  who  fliould  oppofe  the  efforts  of  the 
confederates.     It  declared  the  prefent  governors 
refponftble  for  trerj  evil  that  ihould  accrue  to  the 
country  from  their  refra&ory    refiftance;  called 
on  the  people  to  fubmit  to  their  fovereign,  and  pro- 
mtfed  to  intercede  with  the  king  to  gram  his  gra- 
cious pardon  to  penitent  offenders.    It  warned  other 
towns,  but  especially  the  city  of  Paris,  that  if  they 
refilled  tip  comply,  they  (hould  be  delivered'  up  to 
miHtary  execution.     This  proclamation  was  ex* 
un wife  and   tremely  unwHe  in  its  principles  and  tenor,  and  no 
IhJ  caift!     fefe  hurtful  in  its  effcfts.    The  hopes  of  co-opera- 
tion which  the  invaders  might  reafonably  entertain, 
jrefted  on  the  divtfiofts  which  fabfifted  in  France, 

The 
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The  l>art!es  "conitfH*ed  reducible  to  four  general  cj**  R 
clafles ;  firft,  the  royalifts  or  abettors  of  the  old  *      y    jj 
government,  votaries  of  an  abfolute  power,  much  state7??" 
Saore  flavifti  than  ihe  moll  bigotted  Englifc  tory  of  Panics  «• 
the  jfeventeenth  century  would  pra&ically  endure. 
Secondly, the  feuiHants,  votaries  of  limited  monarchy, 
de&ring  a  mixture  of  liberty  and  order,  and  not 
much  differing  from  Englifh  whigs.     Thirdly,  th$ 
conftitutionalifts,    a    AM    numerous,    though  de- 
creasing body,  friendly  to  the  fyflem  which  had  been 
eftablifhed  by  the  late  national  affembly.    Fourthly, 
the  republicans,  with  great  diverfity  of  particular 
fcheme,  but  concurring  in  defiring  the  total  aboli- 
tion of  monarchy.     If  fkilful  means  had   been  em- 
ployed to  unite  the  three  former  parties  in  defence 
of  monarchy,  perhaps  the  republicans  and  jacobins 
might    have  been  repreffed.      The   proclamation  The  IlMnU 
tended  to  unite  thofe  who  were  before  divided ;  and  £fto  com- 
by  requiring  implicit  fubndffion  to  the  king,  and  divcrfiryof 
declaring  that  all  conftkutional  changes  fhoulri  orU  i"™ "ST 
ginate  in  his  will,  it  inculcated  principles  which  d™mina- 
only  the  flavifli  clafs  would  admit ;  and  which  every  tior"  r,°  . 

.  .  n  refift  foreign 

monarchical  votary  of  liberty  muft  rejeft  as  indig-  taerfcrenc^ 
naiitly  as  the  moil  outrageous  jacobin ;  beftdes,  it 
not  only  was  contrary  to  the  fentiments  of  every 
French  friend  of  liberty,  but  of  every  French  fup* 
porter  of  national  independence.  Two  foreign 
Sovereigns  declared  thernfelves  judges  between  the 
members  of  the  French  internal  government.  It 
could  not  be  reafonably  expe&ed  that  tfye  national 
fpirit  of  a  Frenchman  would  fuffer  fuch  an  affump-  • 
tion  of  power  by  Germans.  This  manjfefto  in  its 
effects  mtpft  8»te*iaUy  iajurod  the  caufe  which  its 
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q  H  A  t  F-  framers  profefled  to  promote :  it  afforded  a  fimple  and 
comprehenfive  principle  of  union  in  the  abhorrence  of 
defpotifm  to  be  impofed  by  foreign  powers :  and 
combined   the  friends    of  moderate  and  rational 
liberty,  with  the  mod  furious  partizans  of  uncon- 
trolled licentioufnefs.      By  inducing  many  to  be- 
lieve that  the  king  approved  its  fentiments  and 
principles,  it  rendered  his  perfonal  fafery  infecure; 
and  hurried  the  downfal  of  the  kingly  power  in 
-France.     It  totally  deviated  from  the   definitive 
horriei  the    fyftem  which  the  emperor  had  profefled  to  fupport, 
of  kingly     and  appeared  to  jultity  the  imputation  of  a  concert 
Sndcom-     °f  kings  to  erufh  Gallic  liberty.    Inftead  of  inti- 
Sctontht    ^dating,   it  enraged  the  French  nation  ;  threats, 
purj»fM       without  the  power  of  execution,  recoiled  in  indig- 
framen.      nant  fcorn  upon  the  menacers.     The  apprehen- 
fion  of  a  confederacy  formed  to  di&ate  to  an  inde- 
pendent nation  the  plan  of  internal  government 
which  it  fhould  adopt,  roufed  the  pride  of  French- 
men, and  turned  the  energy  of  their  chara&er  to 
military  efforts,  invincible  in  defence,  and  as  it 
afterwards  proved,  irreiiftible  in  attack. 
Proceedings      Meanwhile  proceedings  at  Paris  were  haftening 
.the  definition  of  monarchy,  and  in  effeft  co-operat- 
ing with  the  dittatorial  menaces  of  the  confederated 
invaders.    The  friends  of  monarchy  abfolute  or 
limited,  faft  continued  to  emigrate  :  the  king  was 
forced  to  difmifs  minifters  of  his  own  choice,  and 
to  receive  republican?  *  in  their  place,      Tbe  p™* 

cipal 

*  They  confided  of  member^  of  a  party  JtflQwn  by  the  name 
of  Girondifts,  from  the  Girond  department,  along  the  banks  0! 
the  Garonne,  which  diftrid  the. principal  members  of  this  party 
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cipal  dlre&ion  vsras  poffeiffed  by  the  jacobin  clubs :  c1&  *c^ 
their  fyftem  of  government  was  Ample  and  obvious,  \^~v^*>: 
to  overawe  and  overrule  the  legiflative  affembly  ll9*m> 
by  the  national  guards,  and  the  mob  of  Paris,  nor. 
did  they  fe^m  to  have  any  greater  or  more  fixed 
objeft  in  the  exercife  of  their  power,  than  the  fub- 
verfion  of  all  order,  and  the  confufion  of  all  pro- 
perty. There  ftill  remained  a  diverfity  of  copdi-, 
tion,  notwithftanding  all  their,  advances  in  the 
levelling  fyftem.  The  proprietors  of  eflates,  the. 
merchants,  and  the  manufacturers,  were  in  a  better 
fituation  than  their  refpe&ive  day  labourers,  and 
alfo  than  many  others,  who  though  poffeffing  no-  * 
property,  did  not  choofe  to  be  labourers.  The 
difpofition  to  idlenefs  was  greatly  increafed  by  tfae; 
revolution- :  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Paris  .  had. 
chiefly  fubfifted  by  the  employment  which  they 
received  from  the  nobility  and  other  landed  pro- 
prietors. Thefe  fources  no  longer  flowing,  num- 
bers became  idle  from  want  of  induftrious  occupa- 
tion. The  fovereignty  of  the  mob  was  not  friendly 
to  productive  induftry  j  it  could  not  reafonably  be 
expected,  that  men  taught  to  conceive  themfelves 
kiugs  would  vouehfafe  to  dig  ditches  or  pave  the 
ftreets.  Befides,  thefe  fovereigns,  even  if  difpofed 
to  manual  labour,  had  no  time  to  fpare.  They  were 
engaged  in  politics  :  hence  a  very  numerous  body 


reprefented.  They;Jiad  been  conftitutionalifts,  but  iyere  now 
become  republicans,  though  lefs  violent  in  their  profeffions  than 
the  Jacobins.  Among  the  Girondifts  were  the  chief  literary 
men  in  France. 
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chat,  rf  cid*en*,  *fa*  bdbre  their  dmttan  tod  beefe 
w^v-^  ufeful  handicraft*  men,  were  now  m  their  fovereig* 
i79^     capacity  extremely  idle,  and  extremely  peer  5  and 
at  the  new  liberty  included  an  exemption  frot* 
rtwral  and  religious  reflrraint,  they  were  atfo  e*- 
tremefy  profligate.    To  the  poverty  of  the  idle  aid 
profligate,  older  and  tranquillity,  which  preclude 
them  from  their  principal  means  of  fubfiftence,  are 
naturally  obnoxious.    The  meaiieft  and  moft  beg- 
garly  citizens  fought  a  more  general  equalization  <£ 
property,  and  aflfumed  the  fepreme  executive  au- 
thority.   A  ragged  coat  was  deemed  an  honourable 
teftimony  of  the  wearer's  political  principles ;  the 
toweft  rabble,  denominated  from  their  drefsfiw 
culottes,    or  ragamuffins,  took  a  lead  in  public 
affairs.      The  national  guards  were  now  become 
fcmewhat  moderate:   the  jacobin  dub,  the  fairs- 
culottes, and  the  violent  republicans  of  every  kind,  de- 
termined that  an  army  fhould  be  formed,  compofed 
of  twenty  thoufand  men,  under  the  controui  of  the 
DeetctB  for   republicans.     Without  any  order  from,  the  kfag, 
j^Ibfn1       the  war  minifter  propofed  that  the  defired  force 
*Sff    ftould  *c  raifed  and  encamped  ufidtf  the  walk  of 
S"'7     ?aris-    The  afTembly,  to  gratify  the  fans  culottes, 
paffed  the  decree :  under  the  fame  influence  thef 
alfo  ena&ed  another  law  againfl:  refra&ory  prieftfc 
The  kin*      The  kin*  firmly  refufed  to  fandlibn  thefe  laws,  which 
frnAioii.      were  relpectively  inymir?!  to  his  executive  authority, 
andtojuftice.  The  republican  minifters  urged  their 
mailer,  not  without  threats,  to  comply  with  the 
defire  of  the  people ;  but  his  majefty  **&  becoBiifig 
dignity  difiniffed  thefe  infolent  fervatfts.    Thefe  and 
ether  republicans,  as  the  deem  was  not  palled, 
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•mbodfcd *  jaeobin  army  for tfcemftlwK    An  in*  eua 
menfe  multitude  aflfi^  v^^v-^ 

Ptafe,  and,  aittted  with  pikes,  axe*,  fworda,  nmfkeb,  *** 
and  artillery,  marched  m  a  body,  on  the  20th  of 
}me,  towards  the  ThuSIeries,  that  tbey  might  forcfc , 
fte  kittg  to  fanftton  the  two  decrees.  Appearing 
before  the  palace  they  demanded  admittance,  and 
the  gates  being  thrown  open,  the  rabble  vvolett&f 
entered-  into  the  apartment  of  their  khrg.  His  rf*a» 
jcfty  received  this  banditti  with  calmnefs  and  mode*, 
ration  ;  but  though  not  without  a  dread  of  bdng 
aflaffiaated,  he  firmly  refufed  to  comply  with  their 
fafolent  demands.  The  fury  of  the  mob  at  length 
fubfided,  and  they  departed  without  effe&ing  their 
purpofes.  Numbers  of  the  populace  who  had  not 
been  engaged  »  the  outrage,  expreffed  their  indigw 
nation  agaitift  the  rioters,  and  their  admiration  of  the 
king's  courage  and  conduft  ;  and  the  various  other 
parties  were  extremely  incenfed  agamft  the  jaeo* 
bins.  The  new  minifter  for  the  home  department 
taking  advantage  of  this  difpofirion,  publifhed  a 
proclamation  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  recent  tumult, 
whicft  gaves  fuch  fatisfa&ion,  that  many  of  the  de- 
partments fent  addreffes  to  the  king  and  to  the 
national  affembly,  demanding  that  the  authors  and 
abettors  of  the  infurre&ion  might  be  puniihed  wiA 
the  utmoft  feverity.  It  appeared  on  enquiry  that 
Petion  the  mayor,  and  Manuel  the  procurator,  might 
have  eafily  either  prevented  or  quelled  this  infurw 
reftion ;  they  were  therefore  both  fufpended  frott 
their  offices.  The  conftiturionalifts  highly  approved 
of  this  fentence,  which  the  royalifts  thought  td* 
moderate,  whilt  the  jacobks  breathed  vengeance 
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againft  thepunifheraof  a  magistrate  who  iaftigatcd 
mfurrre&ion.  La  Fayette,  finding  the  tide  of  po- 
pular opinion  to  run  fomewhat  lefs  againft  monarchy, 
repaired  to  Pans  to  remonftrate  concerning  the  late 
outrages ;  but  he  poffeffed  neither  ability*  decifion, 
nor  intrepidity  to  intimidate  his  enemies ;  firmnefs  or 
confiftency  to  give  confidence  to  his  friends.  After 
being  favourably  received  by  the  conftitutionalifts, 
he  was  feverely  cenfured  by  the  Girondifls  and 
jacobins,  for  leaving  the  army  without  perraif- 
fion,"  and  attempting  to  govern  the  affembly  by 
intiinidation.  He  left  Paris  privately ;  commifl&ries 
were  fent  from  the  affembly  to  arreft  the  general i 
he  gave  orders  to  have  thcfe  deputies  apprehended; 
finding  however  no  difpofition  in  his  army  to  af- 
ford him  fupport,  he  withdrew  in  the  night. to 
Liege ;  there  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  epemy, 
and  refufing  to  join  the  ftandard  of  the  Freaclj 
princes,  he  was  fent  a  prifoner  to  Namur. 

Intelligence  now  reached  Paris,  that  the  cpmbinet} 
armies  were  preparing  to  take  the  ,%£d£  the 
national  affembly  endeavoured  to  infpire^the  peo- 
ple with  an  enthufiaftic  eagernefs  to  oppofe  a  con- 
federation of  defpots ;  and  with  the  affiflance  of 
the  jacobin  clubs  they  were  fuccefsf  ul.  They  .decreed 
the  country  to  be,in  danger,  and  publifhed  two  ad- 
dreflbs  *,  the  one  to  the  people  of  France,  the  rqtfrer 
to.  the  army,  which  were  fkilfully  adapted  to  their 
jr^fpedive  obje&s,  powerfully  ftimulated  the  enthu- 
fiafm  of  both ;  and  demonflrated  that  however  de- 
ficient the  republican  leaders  might  be  in  virtuous 
principles,  they  could  ably  call  into  a&ion  the  pat 


•  See  State  Papers,.  July- 179-. 


flOQS 


REIGN  OP  GEORGE  HI.  **9 

fiofts  and  energies  of  mem    They  foon  iffued  a  de-  c  ^k  a,  p. 
cree,  declaring  that  all  citizens  qualified  to  bear  ^^ 
arms,  fhould  be  in  a  ftate  of  perfed  a&ivity.    By      *7»fc 
this  meafure  the  whole  order  of  things  was  com- 
pletely changed ;  and  theFrench  became  a  nation  of 
foldiers.     The  German  potentates  threatening  the 
fubjugation  of  a  powerful  people,  drove  the  objefts 
of  their  invajion,  to  the  ferocious  energy  of  a  mili* 
tary  democracy*     On  the  14th  of  July,  vaft  bodies  Aiufor- 
of  federates  arrived  in  the  metropolis,  at  the  invita*  ^J  V  * 
tion  of  the  jacobin  leaders,  to  celebrate  the  third  ^u,y* 
anniverfary  of  the  revolution.     Among  others  a  thcMw- 
troop  from  Marfeilles  repaired  to  Paris,  to  partici-  feUlow* 
pate  of  the  uproar  and  confufion,  which  they  expect- 
ed to' arife  from*  the  celebration*     They  happened 
to  arrive  too  late  for  the  anniverfary4,  but  in  fuffi- 
cient  time,  to  produce  diforder  and  tumult.    They 
rendered  their  firft  homage  to    Petion  who  was 
now  reftored  to  has  office,  and  were  received  with 
great  kindnefs  by  that  magiftrate,  whofe  duty  it  was 
to  drive  them  from  the  metropolis.    They  com- 
menced their  operations  with  attacking  a  party  of 
national  guards  who  were  dining  at  a  tavem^and 
whom  they  fuppofed  to  be  attached  to  the  king ; 
killing  one  and  wounding  five,  they  paid  their  re- 
fpefts  to  the  national   aflem^>ly#;  and  were  very 
gracioufly  received  by  the  republicans.    Vifiting  the 
jacobins  they  partook  of  the  fraternal  embrace,  and 
wercadmitted  members  of  the  club.  Smallasthequalifi- 
cation  of  voters  denominated  a&ive  citizens  was,  yet 
the  number  of  thofewho  were  not  included  wa$  vary  * 

*  Otridgc't  Anwul  Rcgifter,  1792,  ch^p.  11. 
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great,  and  f aft  incrcafing  from  prevalent  idlenefs  and 
profligacy.  Thefe  confuting  of  beggars,  vagabonds, 
and  the  meaneft  claffes  of  ruffians,  thieves,  robbers, 
and  aflkffins,  under  the  name  oi  pa/five  citizens,  af- 
fumed  to  themfelves  the  chief  portion  of  the  execu- 
tive power,  in  the  exercife  of  which  they  were  miti- 
gated and  guided  by  their  friends  of  the  jacobin 
clubs.     The  paflive  citizens  moft  joyfully  received 
the  Marfeillois  Grangers,  as  a  co-ordinate  eftate,  but 
which  was  foon  confolidated  into  one  body  with 
themfelves,  and  their  fupporters,  while  the  jaco- 
bins   by    their    affiliations,     and    adherents,  go- 
verned the  whole  mafs.    .The  republicans  now  de- 
nominated the  mountain,  becaufe  they  occupied  the 
higher  benches  in  the  affembly-room,  began  to  go- 
vern the  legiflature,  and  from  this  time  the  ads  of 
the  national  affembly  are  to  be  considered  as  the  afts 
of  the  jacobins.  They  proceeded  in  their  efforts  for 
deftroying  regal  power ;  they  imputed  the  king's 
refuted  Jo  fari&ion  the  two  decrees,  to  a  correfpond- 
.  ence  with  the  exiles  and  the  enemy.  His  majefty  hav- 
ing in  a  letter  expreffed  his  reprobation  of  .the  duke 
of  Brunfwick's  manifefto,  the  aflembly  would  not 
fuffer  this  expreffipn  of  his  fentiments  to  be  commu- 
nicated to  the  public.     On  the  3d  of  Auguft  Petion 
demanded,  in  the  name  of  the  forty-eight  fe&ions 
into  which  Paris  was  divided,  that  the  king  fhould 
be  excluded  from  the  throne,  and  that  the  manage- 
ment of  affairs  fhould  be  entrufted  to  refponfible 
minifters,  until  a  new  king  fhould  be  chofen  by  a 
*  national  convention;  and  on  the  7th  of  Auguftj 
Collot  d'Herbois  a  play-ador  headed  a  great  body 
of  paflive  citizens,  who  made  the  fame  demand  to 

the 
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the  national  affembly.    They  were  anfwered  that  char 
the  affembly  would  take  the  requifition  into  confi*  \«^v^> 
deration.     The  king  informed  of  thefe  proceedings      mZm 
addreffed  a  proclamation  to  the  people  of  France,     , 
ftating  his  own  conduft  and  its  reafons ;  the  mali- 
cious artifices  by  which  it  was  mifreprefented  ;  the 
fituation  of  affairs  ;  the  union  and  vigour  required 
at  the  prefent  crifis* ;  but  the  affembly  ftudioufly  pre- 
vented the  proclamation  from  being' difperfed.  On    , 
the  9th  of ,  Auguftf?  the  day  appointed  for  confi- 
dering  the  propofed  depofition  of  the  king,  bodies 
of  armed  men  furrounded  the  affembiy-hall,  ipe- 
naced  J  and  infulted  the  members  whom  they  con- 
ceived inimical  to  the  republican  propofition.  As  an 
infurre&ion  was  threatened,  the  conftitutional  party 
urged  Petion  to  employ  the  municipal  force  in  pre- 
venting tumult,  but  no  precautions  were  adopted. 
At  midnight  the  tocfin  founded,  the  Marfeillois  Proceeding 
joined  by  other  infurgents  marched  with  fuch  arms,  of  a«^ 
as  they  could  colled,  towards  the  Thuilleries.  The 
council  of  ftate  rfiade  vigorous  and  prudent  difpofi* 
tions  for  repelling  the  attack.     The  Swifs  guards 
amounting  to  about  a  thoufand,  joined  by  other 
loyal  and  gallant  men,  formed  themfelves  to  refift 
the  infurgents.     In  the  morning  the  banditti  broke  . 

in  ||;  and  the  officers  of  thehoufehold  encouraged  the  &**}*  &* 
valiant  defenders  of  the  king  :  at  firft  the  brave 
champions  of  their  fovereignrepulfed  the  infurgents* 
but  the  rebels  having  corrupted  the  national  guards, 

*  State  Papers,  17th  of  Auguft,  1792. 
f  Annual  Regifter  1792,  chap.  11.         %  Clerp,  page  4. 
||  See  a  very  intercfting  and  pathetic  detail  of  thefe  dreadful 
atrocities  in  Clery'i  journal,  page  2  to  16. 
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the  gallant  Swifs  were  overpowered  and  fell  under 
the  murderous  hands  of  the  banditti.  The  king  was 
ftrongly  importuned  to  fend  for  a  large  body  of  Swife 
guards  ftationednearParis,  which,  joining  their  heroic 
countrymen,  by  fteady  and  disciplined  valour  might 
have,  repelled  the  infuriate  aflaflins.  But  the  virtues 
of  Louis  were  not  thofe  that  were  moft  fitted  for  en- 
countering the  very  arduous  fituations  in  which  he 
was  placed.  His  gentle  difpofition  was  averfe  to  the 
employment  of  greater  force,  as  it  mud  caufe  the  far- 
ther effufion  of  blood.  In  his  cafe  wifiiom  di&ated 
and  felf-prefevation  required  ftern  and  unyielding 
firmnfefs ;  defperate  resolution  might  perhaps  have 
extricated  him  from  his  humiliating  ftate;  conceffion 
to  fo  infuriate  atrocity,  was  certain  deftru&ion.  Louis 
ftill  hoping  to  preferve  his  family  fought  refuge  from 
the  national  affembly,  the  rulers  of  which,  he  well 
knew  were  feeking  his  ruin.  The  royal  captives 
were  now  confined  in  the  Temple ;  the  palace  which 
they  h^d  left  became  a  fcene  of  pillage,  carnage, 
and  defolation.  The  jacobins  elated  with  their  vic- 
tory, proceeded  to  the  depofition  of  the  king;  and  on 
the  10th  of  Auguft  a  decree  was  patted,  fufpending 
him  from  his  royal  fun&ions,  and  retaining  him  as 
an  hoflage  in  th^  hands  of  the  nation*  Briflbt  one 
of  the  chief  fupporters  of  this  revolution,  propofed 
a  provifionary  government  until  a  national  conven- 
tion affembling  fhould  determine  whether  the  king 
was  to  be  reftored  or  dethroned.  The  executive 
power  was  to  be  lodged  in  a 'council  of  the  jacobin 
minifters  lately  difplaced.  Briflbt  wrote  a  manifefto 
,addreffed  to  citizens,  and  a  declaration  addreffedto 
foreign  powers,  juftifying  the  decree  of  the  10th  of 

Auguft; 
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Auguft;  thefe  papers  were-dextaroufy^  Cxux.P# 

conveyed  a  high  idea  of  the  ingenuity  of  the  author  j  y^vO 
flulfuHy  various  in  its  efforts ;  the  declaration  to  his  ,79** 
own  countrymen  appealed  to  all  their  prejudices,  and 
feelings,  and  paffions ;  and  through  the  very  fufcep* 
tibility  of  their  minds,  impofed  on  their  judgment^ 
his  memorial  to ,  foreign  nations  employed  plau&- 
ble  fophiftry  to  miflead  their  underftandings,  sp 
he  could  hope  for  lefs  fympathy  from  their  hearts. 
The  firft  manifefto  is  mifreprefentation  in  the  Aape 
of  impreffive  eloquence ;  the  fecond  in  the  form  of 
logical  deduction ;  and  both  fliew  theauthor  t6 have  in 
a  high  degree  united  declamation  and  fubtlety*  White 
thus  exerting  himfelf  for  die  dethronement  and  im>- 
priibnmcai  of  the  king,  this  patriot  was  faid  to  be 
carrying  on  acorrdpondence  for  betraying  the  repub- 
lican party,  by  fufibrihg  the  king  to  efcape  %  but  it 
was  alleged  that  the  bribe  which  he  required,  half  ia.  . 
million .  fterling,  was  more  than  the  royal  coffees 
could  afford #.  .        !        • 

The  municipality  or  common  council  of  Paris, 
which  had  been  lately  conftituted  and  waacotnpofed 
of  the  very  dregs  of  the  people,  affuraed  a  large  (hare 
of  the  direction  of  public  affairs.  By  their  influence  . 
the  chief  ads  of  the  deliberative  body  were  deter- 
mined, and  through  their  protection  and  operation 
the  executive  government  in  a  confiderable  degree 
was  adnrinfllered.  A  party  of  thefe  appearing,  as 
the  deputies  of  the  people,  at  the  bar  of  the  aflem- 
bly,  demanded  in  the  name  of  the  people,  that  a  .na- 
tional convention  fhould  be  immediately  called.  The 
affembly  received  thefe  counfeiloTs  very  gradoufljr, 

*  See  Playfair*8  Jacobinifan 
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chap,  and  in  obedience  to  their  mandates,  refolved  to  in- 

"XT  IT 

v^v-'O  vite  the  French  to  form  a  national  convention* 

x79*«  A  plan  of  a  convention  drawn  up  by  the  Briffot- 

pian  of «     ines,  was  diffeminated  and  recommended  through 
convent^.   ^  nation.     Meanwhile  the  jacobins  and  the  fans- 
culotte  rabble  proceeded  in  their  operations.   Hi- 
tkerto  they  had  not  entirely  crufhed  the  ecclefiaiiics, 
or    eradicated  chriftianity,  but  they  rapidly  pro- 
Perfccution   cecded  in  the.  attempt.     All  who  continued  to  re- 
newing*"    fufc  ptrjury  were  by  an  aft  of  the  affembly  ordered 
***■•        to  quit  the  kingdom.     The  Council  General  next 
ordered,  that  all  the  veffels,   images,    and  other 
moveables  in  the  churches  of  Paris,  whether  gold 
pu"ch rent   -«  (ftvtr,  fcould  be  fent  to  the  mint  j  the  church 
i^hcTclii  b^8  wcre  twned  *&&  cannon.  From  monuments  of 
ate  turned     religion  they  proceeded  to  monuments  of  monarchy : 

lute  cannon.  °  '  *  ' 

the  brazen  ftatues  of  the  princes  were  converted 
into  ordnance,  and  thus,  it  was  faid,  were  drawn 
over  from  the  taufe  of  tyranny,  to  the  caufe  of  li- 
berty. The  next  objeft  after  religion  and  monarchy 
was  property.  Confifcation  hitherto  grafping  lands 
had  not  extended  its  rapacity  in  an  equal  degree  to 
moveables.  To  fupply  this  deficiency,  they  infti- 
Pomiciiiary  tuted  what  they  called  domiciliary  vifits9  officers  em- 
yi  ll"  ployed  by  the  municipality,  and  accompanied  by 
pqffive  citizens,  vifited  private  houfes,  to  fearch  for 
arms ;  for  refraftory  priefts,  or  other  ariftocrats. 
According  to  their  goodpleafure  they  plundered  the 
houfes,  arretted  or  even  hanged  the  owners.  Brif- 
iot  in  his  profeffional  capacity  as  editor  of  a  newf- 
paper,  very  ftrongly  recommended  and  ardently 
promoted  thefe  domiciliary  vifits  :  Petion  as  mayor 
ym  ftill  more  effectually  active :  nor  was  Danton  as 

minifter 
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mmifter  of  juftice  wanting  with  his  afliftance.  He  chap, 
propofed,  and  by  threats,  extorted  a  decree,  for 
walking  commiffaries9  who  were  to  co-operate  with 
the  domiciliary  vifitors.  Whoever  fhould  refills 
to  give  up  his  arms,  or  to  ferve  in  the  army  at  the 
requifition  of  the  faid  commiffaries,  was  to  be  de* 
clared  a  traitor  and  puniOied  with  death,  without 
any  further  enquiry.  The  vifitors  and  commiffaries 
did  not  murder  all  thofe  whofe  houfes  they  infpe&fedj 
but  in  many  ihftances  contented  themfelves*  with 
fending  the  owners  to  dungeons.  The  prifons  were 
become  extremely  full ;  the  rulers  thought  it  expe* 
dient  to  rid  themfelves  of  the  captives  by  flirring  th& 
populace  to  another  infurreftion  and  maffacre.  For 
this  purpofe  it  was  alleged,  that  as  the  duke  of  Brunfr 
wick's  approach  would  compel  the  majority  of  the  ' 
inhabitants  to  take  the  field,  it  would  be  dangerous 
to  leave  the  prifons  fo  full  of  ariftocrats  and  fufpccte4 
perfons.  By  thefereprefentationsthemurdexQUsrabble  Maflacres 
was  eafily  excited  to  affafiination.  OnthesdofSeptem-  ber/pt!U" 
ber  the  tocfm  was  founded,  the  cannon  of  alarm  were 
fired ;  and  bands  of  ruffians  wegre  fent  to  the.  differ* 
ent  prifons.  They  commenced  their  carnage  with 
pfiefts;  two  hundred  and  forty-four  clergymen  were 
murdered  before  the  evening.  The  affaffins  from 
the  minifters  of  religion,  proceeded  to  the  gallant 
defenders  of  fallen  monarchy,  and  murdered  the 
Swifs  officers,  that  having  been  fpared  at  the  laft 
maflacre  were  now  in  prifon.  From  thefe  murders  the 
favages  betook  themfelves  to  moreindifcriminate  bar* 
barity,  fearched  thecoramon  prifons  and  even  hofpi* 
tals,  butchered  felons,  fick,and lunatics*,  a$  well  as 
*hofe  viho  were  diarged  with  difaffe&ioi*  to  go- 
See  A  iroual  Regifter  tot  179?,  chap.  3. 
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chap,  vernraent.    Among  the  cafes  which  mod  ftrongly 
S^^^j  mark  the  enormous  depravity  of  thofe  brutalized 
'7_91*      barbarians,  none  am  exceed  the  maffacre  of  the 
varbaricy      princefs  Lamballe :  this  lady  fprung  from  theboufe 
pr^ccf! l      of  Savoy,  was  diftinguifhed  for  perfonal  charms,  and 
Lambaiie.     ft  chara&er  at  once  amiable  and  eftimable,  and  had 
been  fuperintendant  of  the  queen's  houfehoJcL  Mar- 
ried to  a  man  whom  fhe  loved,  fhe  had  been  de* 
prived  of  her  hufband,  through  the  duke  of  Orleans9; 
and  was  now  principally  diftinguifhed  for  her  ardent 
and  invincible  attachment  to  her  royal  miftrefs,  and 
herdeteftation  of  her  hufband's  murderer.  She  with 
other  attendants  on  her  que$n  had  been  fept  to  pri- 
fonon  the  ioth  of  Auguft;  the  murderers  about 
eight  in  the  morning  of  the  3dof  September,  entered 
the  apartment  in  which  this  unfortunate  lady  was  im- 
mured.   They  offered  to  fave  her  life,  if  fhe  would 
fabricate  charges  againft  the  queen.  The  heroic  prin* 
cefs  returned  a  refolute  negative;  they  demanded 
that  (he  fliould  take  the  oath  of  liberty  and  equality, 
alfo  an  oath  of  hatred  to  the  king,  to  the  queen, 
and  to  royalty ;  the  firft  ihe  confonted  to  take,  but 
refufed  the  laft;  an  affaffin  faid,  fwear  or  you  are  a 
dead  woman ;  fhe  looked  in  his  face  but  made  no 
reply.  In  an  inftant  fhe  was  aflaffinated  with  pikes 
and  bayonets  j  her  cloathes  were  torn  .off,  and  the 
naked  corpfe  expofed  to  the  mofl  abominable  infults. 
With  religion,  juftice,  order,  and  humanity,  de- 
cency  and  modefty  fled.     The-  head  and  body  of 
the  maflacred  lady  were  expofed  before  the  windows 
of  the  royal  captives,  with  every  circumft^nce  o£ 
brutalifm,  that  diabolical  malignity  maddened  to 
frenzy  could  fuggeftf.  The  murders  continued  for  a 
♦  Sec  thi*  vqlunfc,  p.  74.    f  §cc  OtrMgc'*  Rjrgifier,  1792. 
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week ;  in  which  time  the  numbers  of  the  maflacred  chap. 

XLfX 

exceeded  five  thoufand.     Meanwhile  the  ele&ions  \^-^-*j 
of  the  national  convention  were  carried  on  under  the      •  *»«• 
influence  of  this  terrible  fyftem.    A  circular  letter 
from  the  municipality  of  Paris,  counterfigned  by 
Danton  was  fent  to  all  the  other  municipalities,  re- 
quired the  approbation  of  the  whole  people  to  the 
maffacres,  and  even  recommended  them  to  imita- 
tion; and  under  fuch  controul  the  eledion  pro- 
ceeded.  The  clergy  were  baniflied ;  the  higher  and 
the  moft  honourable  of  the  nobility  had  fl$d,  or  faU 
len  by  the  hands  of  the  affaffins ;  the  royal  family  in 
prifon  expefted  their  fate ;  all  who  favoured  royalty 
or  diftin&ion  of  rank  were  held  in  abhorrence,  and 
thofe  who  had  been  called  paffive  as  well  as  the  ac- 
tive citizens  had  been  declared  to  be  eligible  to  all 
honours  and  offices  of  the  (late.     The  convention 
was  chiefly  chofen  from  the  mofl  violent  and  defperate  . 
republicans  in  the  kingdom.  The  members  affembled  Meeting  «r 
on  the  20th  of  September ;  and  the  next  day  they  ewerim. 
fan&ioned  the  law  for  abolifhing  royalty.    Having 
thus  profcribed  monarchy,  and  eftabliflied  what  they 
termed  the  French  republic,  their  next  objeft  was,  / 
to  prepare  for  the  murder  of  their  dethroned  king. 
While  the  French  were  thus  occupied,  their  pro* 
ceedings  and  projects  afforded  the  higheft  fatisfac- 
tion  to  democratic  republicans  in  other  countries. 
From  England  many  individuals  flocked  to  Paris,  at 
the  centre  of  liberty  and  happinefs.    The  focieties  *«•?* >** 
eagerly  tranfmitted  their  approbation  of  the  French  drefctw 
revolurionifts  ;  during  the  fucceflive  degradations  of  with  con- 
monarchy  they  had  in  their  own  country  publiflied  'J1^!^ 
their  applaufe  of  its  invaders,  but  when  the  a&sof 
the  10th  of  Auguft  had  depofed  and  imprifoned  the 

king, 
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an  A'  p.  king,'  murdered  his  defenders,  and  proftrated  his 
\at0m^j    power ;  when  the  bufy  week  of  September  extend* 
****•      iag  the  maflacre  of  ariftocrats,  filed  the  blood  of 
the  nobility,  gentry,  and  clergy ;  when  the  national 
convention  doing  honour  to  its  own  compofition, 
had  abolifhed  the  kingly  office,  the  Englilh  focieties 
eagerly  teftified  their  joy   and  congratulations  on 
the  fuccefs  of  thofe  with  whofe  principles  they  <te- 
-chired  their  own  to  coincide,  and  with  whofe  feel- 
ings they  avowed  the  moil  cordial  fympathy.     The 
•chief  democratical  clubs  of  England,  were  thfen  the 
revolution  club;  thefocietyfor  conflitutional  information^ 
both  in  London;  and  the  London  corfefpondingfo- 
*iety  affiliated  with  divers  places  through  the  kingdom. 
The  addrefs  of  the  firft  to  the  national  convention, 
the  fliorteft  of  the  three,  reftri&ed  its  applaufe  to  the 
i  oth  of  Auguft  ;  augured  happinefs  from  the  efta- 
blifliment  of  a  republic  on  the  downfall  of  mo- 
narchy ;  repeated  the  opinions  of  the  late  Dr.  Price ; 
to  refreih  the  memory  of  revolutionifts  concerning 
the  treatment  of  dethroned  kings,  alluded  to  the  hit 
tory  ofCharlesL;  andexprefied  their  hopes  that  peace 
and  conftant  alliance  fhould  be  eftabliflied  between 
Britain  and  the  French  republic.  The  addrefc  of  the 
•  fociety  for   conjiitutional  information   approved  of 
-the  depofition  of  the  king ;  expreffed  hopes  that  the 
fame  doftrines  would  be  received,  and  the  fame  exam* 
accompany   pi*  generally  followed  in  other  countries.    Having  de- 
thcir<iatJ^    c^are<i  d1***  fentiments  in  the  moft  pompous  phra- 
»itbagift    feology,  they  accompanied  their  eloquence  with  a 
donation  of  {hoes  *  ;  but  the  moft  explicit  of  the 

•  The  conveyance  of  thefe  (hoes  was  entrufted  to  Mr.  John 
Jroft  attorney,  who  having  attained  notoriety  by  profeilional 
atchievements,  had  become  a  very  zealous  reformer. 

'-     *  *  addreffes 
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addrdTes  tras  the  produ&ion  of  the  London  Corre-  chap. 
fponding  Society,  and  its  affiliated  friends  j  which   v^^y-^ 

praifing  the  fuccefiive  and  various  proceedings  of  Thex™*r;f- 
the  French  republicans,  reprobated  the  policy  and  ponding  <v,. 
conftitution  of  Britain*.  This  addrefs  fubferibed  by  feTrLr/* 
Thomas  Hardy  fhoemaker,  and  Maurice  Margarot  ^1°^^ 
knife-grinder,  ftated  divers  and  manifold  bleffings  JJJJ^  the 
which  Britons  might  attain  by  following  the  coun-  French 
fels  of  the  faid  Thomas  Hardy  fhoemaker,  Maurice  JXrnTry0 
Margarot   knife  -  grinder,    and     other    p&liticiaas  wi:hBriuifl- 
equally .  enlightened,  inftead  of  being  guided  by 
thofe  who  had  fo  long    governed  Britain :    the 
fentiments  of  the   correfponding  fociety  devoted 
openly  to  the  caufe  of  mankind,  exifted,  they  were 
convinced,  in  the  hearts  of  all  the  free  men  of  Eng- 
land; they  enjoyed  by  anticipation  and  with  a  com- 
mon hope,  that  epoch  (not  far  diftant),  when  the  -  vembiTbe- 
interefts  of  Europe  and  of  mankind,  fhould  invite  Jj^'rf 
the  two  nations  to  ftretch  out  the  hand  of  frater-  fuch  «- 
nity.     The  convention  received  the  addreffes  with  that  they  * 
very  great  fatisfa&ion,  and  ftrongly  expre  fled  their  wof-a* 
expe&ations  of  a  fimilar  change  in  England,  and  *£*  "** 
their  confident  hopes,  that  they  fpeedily  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  congratulating  their  correfpond- 
ing  friends,  on  a  national  convention  eftabliflied  in 
England :  the  convention  conferred  the  honour  of 
citizenfliip  on  various  individuals  belonging  to  other 
countries,  and  fome  of  the  departments  chofe  for 
their  reprefentatives  fuch  EngUfhmen  as  they  con- 
ceived  proper  delegates  for  expreffing  their  doc* 
trines  and  fentiments.     Of  thefe  the  mod  noted  W9* 
Thomas  Paine,    and  the  moft  eminent  was  Dr. 

#  Sec  the  refpe&ive  addreffes  Appendix  of  Otridge's  Annual 
Regifter  179a,  page*  70,  72,  73. 
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Pricftley  ;  this  gentleman  was  fo  greatly  pteafed  with 
the  twofold  honours  conferred  on  him,  by  being 
thus  naturalized  by  the  anarchifts,  and  even  deemed 
worthy  of  a  place  in  their  convention,  that  he  wrote 
letters  both  to  the  convention  and  individual  mem- 
bers, manifefting  and  declaring  the  warmeft  appro- 
bation of  their  principles,  as  difplayed  in  the  fup- 
preffion  of  monarchy  and  the  privileged  orders,  and 
the    whole    feries   of  revolutionary   proceedings : 
though  his  age  and  other  circumftances  preventedhim 
from  accepting  a  feat  himfelf,  hp  with  the  greateft 
thankfulnefs  and  joy  accepted  it  for  his  fon.    The 
convention  flattered  with  the  approbation  of  one 
whom  they  conceived  to-be  as  great  in  political  phi- 
losophy, as  he  really  was  in  phyfical,  ordered  his 
letter  to  be  tranfcribed  into  their  records,  as  a  tefti- 
mony  of  the  applaufe  bellowed  by  foreign  illumina- 
tion on  their  powerful  efforts  for  the  deftru&ion  of 
eftablifliraents  ;  they  charged  their  prefident  to  in- 
form their  panegyrifts  that  they  would  with  pleafure 
receive  any  reflections  which  he,  from  the  ftores  of 
his  wifdom,  might  tranfmit  to  an  aflembly  whofe  fen* 
timents  coincided  with  his  own.     With  thefe  tefti- 
monies  of  approbation  from  Britifli  democrats,  the 
convention  fancied,  as  indeed  did  many  of  the  demo- 
crats themfelves,  that  the  voice  of  the  Britifli  nation 
was  in  their  favour,  and  that  Jofeph  Prieftley  dif- 
fenting  miniftcr,  Thomas  Hardy  diffenting  (hoe- 
maker,    Thomas  Paine  caihiered  excifem^n  and 
deft,  Maurice  Margarot  knife-grinder  and  deift,  in 
conveying  their  own  praifes  of  the  definition  pf 
„  rank, property,  andmonarchy,includlngthe  maffacre$ 

of 
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of  Augtift  and  September,  echoed  the  feelings  of  c^u^p' 
all  free  Britons,  and  that  they  might  foon  expefib  wv^ 
through  the  Britifh  people,  the  Cooperation  of  the      l79*" 
Bririfli  force*     Pleafed  with  atteftations,  of  which 
they  fo  much  over-rated  the  value,  the  convention 
proceeded  in  a  feries  of  meafures  no  lefs  conform*- 
ble  to  their  own  fentiments*  than  thofe  of  their  pane- 
gyrifts*     Their  operations  were  dire&ed  principally 
to  two  obje&s,  plunder  and  regicide. 

The  firft  head  comprehended  the  farther  exten- 
fion  of  confifcation,  and  alfo  the  convertibility  of 
the  objefts  thus  feized  into  gold  and  filver;  which 
they  found  much  more  current  than  the  affignats. 
The  fecond  confifted  of  refolutions,  decrees,  charges, 
and  witnefles,  which  they  were  preparing,  that  iff 
the  eyes  of  their  deluded  votaries  they  might  give 
fome  colour  of  legality  to  the  murder  of  their  king. 
In  order  to  accumulate  gold  and  filver,  they  faw  ScHt m«  «r 

*  ,  .    -  °  ,  J  the  convcn- 

other  countries  might  be  rendered  extremely  pro-  tbn  for 
du&ive  ;  for  that  purpofe  it  was  deemed  expedi*  X^'^y 
ent   to  combine   fraud   with    robbery.       Agents  "ounces. 
were  fent  to   London,  Amfterdam,  Madrid,  and 
other  opulent  cities,  with  orders  to  negociate  tills  on 
Paris,  payable  in  affignats.     Thofe  bills  being  dlt 
counted  in  foreign  countries,  the  value  in  fpecie  was 
remitted  to  France :  when  they  became  due,  they 
were  paid  according  to  the  courfe  of  exchange ; 
but   before   this  could  be   converted  into   caih, 
aflaffins   were  hired  to  patrole    the    ftreets,  and 
threaten  all  thofe  who  fold  gold  and  filver  •  ;  thus 

*  The  gold  and  filver  were  fold  by  porters  in  the  flrects,  fomc 
of  whom  fold  for  their  own  account,  but  moft  of  them  for  mo* 
nied  men,  who  did  not  appear.  Sec  Pbyfair**  Hiftory  of  Ja- 
cobiaifm. 

the 
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the  payers  were  either  obliged  to  take  their  paper 
money  or  a  much  lefs  fum  in  coin  than  that  which 
•79*-      had  been  remitted  from  the  difcount ;  and  by  every 
operation  of  this  kind  the  quantity  of  fpecie  of 
France  was  increafed.    In  managing  tins  traffic,  the 
jacobins,  proceeding  with  their  ufual  energy  and  ra- 
pidity, rendered  it  extremely  extenfive  and  produc- 
tive, before  merchants  and  their  bill-brokers  difco- 
vered  its  hurtful  refult,  and  before  political  caufes 
put  an  end  to  the  neutrality  through  which  it  was 
effedted.    The  convention,  with  much  eafe,  amafled 
immenfe  quantities  of  gold  and  filver,  both  into  the 
public  treafury,  and  into  the  private  coffers  of  the 
leaders.     The  other  chief  objeft,  the  murder  of  the 
king,  they  purfued  with  the  moll  iniquitous  vigour 
and  perfeverance. 
Ph>grcfs  of       Meanwhile,  the  Pruffian  army  advanced  on  the 
Wunfwick.   left  towards  Thionville,  and  the  Auftrian  army  on 
the  right  through  Luxemburgh,  in  order  to  join  it 
on  the  confines  of  France.    The  Auftrian  general 
reduced  Longvy :  the  armies,  after  their  jun&on, 
captured  Verdun,  and  befieged  Thionville.    The 
French  executive  government  difplayed  great  vigour 
and  judgment  in  its  exertions  and  difpofitions  for 
refilling  and  repelling  the  invafion.     The  frontier 
fortrefles,  which,  not  without  probable  reafon,  they 
deemed  purpofely  negle&ed  by  the  royal  officers, 
they  flrengthened    as  well  as  time  and    circum- 
ftances  would  permit,   but  trufted  their,  principal 
defence   to    more  inland  ports.     Dumourier  be- 
ing   appointed    general,    undertook    to    defend 
the    paffes    between    Lorrain    and   Champaign, 
with  a  force  much  inferior  to  the  German  hoft. 
Roland,  rainifter  for  the  home  department,  iffued  a 

proclamation 
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proclamation  for  carrying  off  provifion  aftd  forage',  c^jx.p* 
cutting  down  trees,  and  forming  abbatis  to  impede  ^-^v-v 
the  march  of  the  enemy.     Leaving  the.ficges  to  de-  Reenter* 
tachments,  the  combined  troops  advanced  towards  f£"^nd 
Champaign,  and  found  that  the  people,  far  from  ^^Saif n, 
cooperating*  were  unanimous  and  zealous  in  an* 
noying  the  invaders.     Sicknefs  and  want  of  pro  vi- 
rions began  to  pervade  the  combined  armies  :  ftill,    . 
however,    they   perfevered  in  advancing.      They  Dumouricty 
found  Dumourier  polled  at  St.  Menehoud,  a  ftrong  £"15* 
defile  in  Champaign.     They  attacked  his  front  di-  2j^ple,0£. 
vifion,  but  were  repulfed.  A  negociation  was  opened  tion- 
on  the  22d  of  September,  between  Dumourier  and 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  but  news  arriving  of  the  aboli- 
tion of  monarchy,  it  was  broken  off.     Dumou- 
rier now  received  daily  reinforcements.     The  duke  The  Duke 
of  Brunfwick  and  the  king  of  Pruffia  perceiving  the  *!<*«-" 
ftrength  of  the  enemy  before  them,  and  knowing  tteat,% 
every  thing  behind  them  was  hoftile,   fearing  to  be 
hemmed  in,  propofed  to  retreat.     The  Auftrian  ge- 
neral deprecated  this  movement,  but  as  his  com- 
mand was  only  fubordinate,he  was  obliged  to  comply. 
On  the  30th  of  September  thefe  denouncers  of  con- 
queft  were  compelled  to  meafure  back  their  fteps  ; 
and,  on  their  rout,  being  annoyed  by  the  French 
army,  loft  numbers  of  their  men,  and  a  great  part 
of  their   baggage.    Abandoning  their  conqueftsi 
by  the   18th  of  O&ober  they  completely  evacu- 
ated France.    Thus  ended  the  confederate  inva- 
fion,  which  excited  great  hopes,  poured  out  fplen- 
dtd  promifes  and  imperious  threats,  but  performed 
nothing.    It  was  foon  found  to  have  materially  in- 
jured the  caufe  of  the  lilies  :  the  flight  of  the  enemy,  Elation  of 
tfter  fuch  boafts,  operating  on  the  fufceptibility  of  <h«French- 
'.  ■'"  the 
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chap,  the  French  charafter,  elevated  their  fpirits,  and 
v^v-O  turned  the  military  energy  which  defence  had  ex- 
w-     cited  to  offence  and  invafion.    It  was  fpeedily  re- 
folved  to  enter  Belgium.    Dumourier  made  rapid 
andeffe&ive  preparations  in  provifions,  artillery, 
Dumourier   and  troops  elated  with  recent  fuccefs.    In  the  be- 
Ketherl e     ginning  of  November  he  entered  the  Auftrian  Ne- 
fr"u 'hu "     therlands  ;   on  the  fifth  of  the  month  attacked  the 
enpmy  at     Auftrian  army  in  its  camp  at  Jemappe,  gained  a 
an^wduce*.  complete  and  decifive  vi&ory*     He  fucceffively  re- 
st* coumry.  juce(j  fae  various  cities  of  Flanders  and  Brabant  j 
before  the  middle  of  the  month  was  mailer  of  Bruf- 
fels  ;  and  in  lefs  than  another  month  had  totally 
fubduedthe  Auftrian  Netherlands,  except  Luxem- 
burg.   General  Cuitine  having  invaded  Germany, 
captured  the  cit;es  of  Worms,  Spires,  and  Mentz  j 
fubjugated  all  the  country  between  the  Rhine  and 
the  Mofelle,  except  Coblentz  ;   croiEng  the  Rhine, 
he  alfo  reduced  Frankfort. 
TheFiwch       Thefe  rapid  acquifitions  operating  upon  the  vola- 
co^eVtad  tile  minds  of  the  French,  infpired  them  immediately 
|»voiuik».    ^  the  defire  0£  uubounded  conqueft.     They  be-  * 

In  '**•£•*"  came  as  ea8er  t0  ^acrffice  the  rights  and  properties 
of  other  nations  to  their  ambition  and  rapacity,  as 
they  were  to  feize  the  rights  and  properties  of  their 
fellow-fubje&s.  They  refolved  to  preferve  or  annul 
treaties,  without  regard  to  national  faith  or  to  juf- 
tice,  as,  belt  fuited  the  boundlefs  advancement  of 
their  power.  Such  being  their  end,  their  means 
were  at  once  fimple  and  comprehenfive :  with  their 
own  immerife  force,  to  employ  in  their  fervice  the 
difaffe&ion,  caprice,  and  folly  of  individuals  and  bo- 
dies in  other  countries.  .  The  fufceptibility  fo  often 
remarked  in  the  French  chara&er,  appeared  in  cre- 
dulity, 


»79*-* 
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duliiy,  or  the  ready  admiffion  of  affertions  and  alle-  c  ^L*,  */ 
gations,  as  well  as  in  fympathlc  acceffibility  to  fen- 
timents  and  do&rines.  A  defire  of  indefinite  change, 
had  gone  abroad  through  the  world;  and  prevalent  as 
this  paffion  really  was,  the  French  both  conceived 
and  believed  it  to  be  univerfal.  In  Germany  and 
the  Netherlands,  where  it  was  a&ually  frequent, 
they  fuppofed  it  paramount  and  irrefiftible,  from 
hatred  to  arbitrary  power  and  oppreffion ;  in  Eng- 
land they  apprehended  it  to  be  equally  dominant,  as. 
an  emanation  from  the  national  fpirit  of  liberty. 
The  praifes  beftowed  by  eminent  ftatefmen  on  their 
efibrts  to  overthrow  defpotifm,  they  conftrued  into 
an  unqualified  approbation  of  their  levelling  fyftem. 
Hearing  of  the  rapid  diffeminatiori  of  the  work  of 
Paine,  they  imputed  the  reception  of  thefe  new  the- 
ories to  a  defire  of  applying  them  to  pra&ice*  The 
addrefTes  which  they  received  from  obfcure  clubs, 
they,  on  the  aiuthority  of  the  addreflers,  believed  to 
fpeak  the  voice  of  the  Britifh  people.  The  three 
laft  panegyrics  of  the  reforming  focieties  more  fpe- 
cifically  expreffing  a  defire  of  copying  the  example 
of  France,  ftrengthened  their  aflurance  of  Britifh 
fympathy*  The  laft  and  ftrongeft  of  thefe  baniflied  all 
doubts  that  Britain  defired  to  fraternize  with  France, 
in  eftablifhing  democracy,  and  levelling  ranks  and 
diftin&ions.  So  little  proportion  is  there  often  found 
in  political  hiftory  between  the  importance  of  inftru- 
ments  and  effe&s,  that  a  great  fcheme  of  French  po- 
licy, dire&ly  hoftile  to  all  eftabliihed  governments, 
and  one  of  the  chief  caufes  which  involved  Britain  in 
a  continental  war,  is  to  be  traced  to  the  ignorant  va- 
nity of  the  meaneft  mechanics,  feeking  importance 
Vol,.  V.  X  •  out 
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chap,  out  of  their  refpe&re  fpheres.     Believing  that 
yj^^j  .Thomas^JHardy  a  flioe-nnlker,  and  other  Worthies  of 
i79»-      equal  political  confequenct,  reprefented  the  people 
of  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  people  of  other  na- 
tions concurred  to  encourage  and  ftimulate  fubver- 
Noted^ie-     (Jon  cf  eftablifliment,  on  the  19th  of  November 
vtmber        1792,  in  direft  and  open  contradiction  to  their  for- 
»ginglft^u"  mer  profeffions,  not  to  interfere  in  the  internal  go- 
[oiS^lu!n,  vernmentof  other  ftates,  the  convention  paffed,  by 
ckiiiiie.       acclamation,  a  decree*, "  That  the  national  conven- 
tion  declare,  in  the  name  of  the  French  nation, 
that  they  will  grant  fraternity  and  affiftance  to  all 
thofe  people  who  wifh  to  procure  liberty ;  and  that 
they  charge  the  executive  power  to  fend  orders  to 
their  generals  to  give  affiftance  to  fuch  people  as 
have  fuffered,  or  are  now  fuffering,  in  the  caufe  of 
liberty/'    This  decree  confirmed  a  fufpicion  which 
had  been  entertained  from  their  preceding  conduft, 
that  the  fomentation  of  fedition  and  infurre&ion  in 
foreign  countries,  was  a  fyftematic  principle  t  of  the 
French  republic,  immediately  produced  jealoufy  and 
cautionin  neighbouring  nations,  and  determinedmoft 
of  them  to  prohibit  all  intercourfe  with  the -French 
revolutionifts.  The  courfe  of  French  conquefts  having  • 
Jed  Dumourier  to  the  Scheldt,  foon  manifeftcd  their 
principles  of juftice.  Their  fir  ft  ad,  after  the  redudion 

*  See  Proceeding*  of  the  National  Contention,  November 
Iptb,   1792. 

f  Moft  of  our  readers  will  probably  recoiled  the  noted  laying 
of  BruTot,  that  they  muffc  fet  fire  to  the  four  quarters  of  the 
globe.  I  am  affured,  by  a  gentleman  who  was  then  at  Paris, 
and  very  intimate  with  the  GirondifU,  that  thit  was  the  general 
language  and  intent. 

'  -  .   •  of 
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of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  wastoopeatheiDRrfc  chap. 
gatioh  of  the  Scheldt,  in  contravention  to  the  moft  ^^^ 
fecred  treaties,  guaranteed  by  Britain,  France  hex*      179*- 
felf,  and  the  neighbouring  powers.     As  Holland  open  the c 
was  fo  intimately  connefted  with  Britain,  their  con-  ^If^  to 
du&  was  a  peculiar  attack  upon  «his  country,  and  352E.wWl 
Shewed  that  they  were  refolved  to  include  Britain  in 
a  general  fyftem  of  aggreflive  hoftShy.    With  the  Effect  in 
defigns  of  France,  fo  inimical  to  the  Englifli  go-  ^tl*0* 
vernment,  a  fpirit  of  difaffe&iqn  and  innovation  at  JJjJjJ^ 
home  powerfully  co-operated,  tmdmgu 

During  the  recefe  of  1702,  the  public  ferment  Ami-con- 
greatly  increafed  in  this  country.    The  efforts  of  ferment 
the  revolutionary  emiffaries became  more  ftrenuous  re^ftof  c 
in  London,  and  in  the  other  great  cities  of  England.  179U 
Government  had  been  fo  completely  overturned  in 
France,  and  the  poffeflion  of  power  and  property  had 
been  fo  entirely  attained  by  the  revolutionary  banditti, 
that  their  courage  and'  audacity  were  beyond  all 
bounds.   The  retreat  of  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick ;  a 
retreat  not  difpleafing  to  fome  even  of  the  moderate 
friends  of  freedom,  to  thofe,  at  leaft,  who  confidered 
the  good  of  real  liberty  more  than  the  phantom  that 
had  aflumed  its  name  in  France,  greatly  emboldened 
the  democratical  republicans  of  England,  who  ad- 
mired  that  phantom.     About  the  capital  the  ap-  pubuSn?" 
preaching  downfall  of  theBritifh  conftitution  be-  ^tr'lf 
came  a  fubje&  of  common  talk :  king,  lords,  and  chtD|e* 
commons,  church  and  ftate,  were  defcribed  as  on 
ihe  eve  of.  diflblution.    The  garrulous  vanity  of 
fome  of  the  weak  and  ignorant  members  of  the  de- 
mocratic fecieties  boafted  of  the  fituations  they  were 
to  attain  under  the  new  order  which  was  to  be 

X  a  fpeedily 
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chap,    fpecdily  eftabliihed.    From  a  multiplicity  of  circum- 


ftances  it  Was  evident,  that  a  defign  was  formed  to 
>i/rm  of  overthrow  the  conftitution,  and  that  there  was  great 
r  fnl  r  L    confidence  of  its  fuccefs.    That  fuch  proceedings 

friend  softhe  ■  ° 

coniiitution.  required  to  be  checked,  controuled,  and  puniihed, 
could  not  be  denied  by  any  who  poffeffed  juft  no- 
tions of  the  nature  of  man  in  his  focial  ftate:  go- 
vernment employed  fuch  meafures  as  appeared  to 
be  the  bed  calculated  to  correft  this  growing  and 
threatening  mifchief.    But  though  the  arm  of  law 
be  fufficiently  ftrong  to  reftrain  the  open  invader  of 
the  conftitution,  it  was  not  altogether  able  to  ferret 
all  the  fecret  arts  of  its  enemies.     It  became  necef- 
fary,  therefore,  to  aid  the  efforts  of  law  by  employ- 
ing their  own  weapons  againft  the  adverfaries  of  our 
eftablifhments.    As  the  approaches  were  carried  on 
by  focieties,  clubs,  and  familiar  books,  fuited  to  the 
meaneft  capacities,  it  became  a  public  duty  to  efta- 
blifli  affociations,  and  prepare  literary  works,  which 
Mr.    t       might  oppofe  thefe  hoftile  attacks.  An  affociation  was 
addition    accordingly  inftituted  in  November,  by  a  gentleman 
?epibncans    °^  Ae  law  named  Mr.  Reeves,  for  the  avowed  pur- 
ajjciuvciurs,  p0fe  0f  prote£ting  liberty  and  property  againft  re- 
publicans and  levellers.     The  framer's   addrefs, 
ftating  with  great  perfpicuity  and  force  the  multi- 
plied and  pernicious  efforts  of  enemies  to  our  laws 
and  conftitution,  and  calling  on  all  loyal  and  patri- 
otic men  to  unite  in  the  defence  of  every  thing  that 
could  be  dear  to  Britons,  made  a  very  deep  and  ra~ 
!aiic-om"d"  P^  *mPreffi°n>  an^ fpread  a  general  alarm.    Affix- 
and  gives  an  ciations  for  preferving  the  conftitution  multiplied  in 
IurS°ro  p^b-  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  were  joined  by  far 
lie  op.nion.   the  grcater  numt)er  of  refpeaable  Britons.    Thejfe 

affociations 
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aflbdatfans  had  a  mod  powerful  efleQ;  in  counter-  chap. 
atting  the  feditbus  focieties;    they  recalled  the.  v^nrO 
well-meaning  but  mi%uided  votaries  of  innovation }     inu 
to  the  recolk&ion  of  the  bleflings  that  were  afcer-. 
tained  by  experience,  diffufed  a  fpiritof  conftitu-.j 
tional  loyalty  through  the  country,,  said. brought 
back  the  ftreafcn  of  pqpular  opinion  into  the  old  and 
ufefol  channel,    tyr.  Reeves's  exhortations  to  pa- 
triotic and  loyal  union  were  accompanied  with 
books  explaining  the  hurtful  eflFe&s  of  the  Gallic 
changes ;  and  though  fome  of  thefe,  in  reprobating, 
levelling  democracy,   may  have  urged  to  the  conr 
trary  extreme,  yet  the  main  operation  was  highly 
falutary  *  :  the  whole  meafure  prevented  or  reco- 
vered great  numbers   of  Britons  from  Jacobin- 
ifm,  which  was  then  the  impending  danger ;  and  its 
certain,  confequence,  if  allowed  to  flourifli,  the  fub- 
verfion  of  the  Britifll  conftitution.     Before  public 
opinion  had  received  fo  falutary  a  bias,  the  feditious 
pra&ices  had,  in  various  parts,  produced  fuch  dif- 
orders  as  to  render  the  interference  of  the  executive 
government  neceflary.    The  king  availed  himfelf  The  king 
of  his  legal  power  to  embody  the  militia,  and  to  themiiitia; 
convene  the  parliament  before  the  time  to  which  it  r^ifis/"0*1 
had  been  prorogued,  and  to  call  on  the  reprefenta- 
tive  wifdom  of  the  people  for  counfel  and  aid  at  fo  htfon  th' 

*       *  appointed 


fumiiiom 
parliament 


#  For  inftance,  A  Letter  from  Thomas  Bull  to  hit  Brotherjobn, 
though  it  employed  fome  of  the  exploded  fentiments  and  phrafe- 
ology  of  tory  bigotry,  yet  taught  the  common  people  the  mif- 
chiefs  of  innovating  fpeculations ;  and  that  their  refpe&ability 
and  happinefs  depended  not  upon  political  theories,  but  on  their 
pra&ical  performance  of  their  profeffional,  moral,  and  religious 
duties. 

-   X  3  momentous 


time. 
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c^ap.  momentous  a  crifis*    At  Au  eventfel  period  fome 


of  themoft  diftinyiiihcd  fapporters  ofoppofition, 
I7*,#  deeming  the  prefont  a  fbaftm  of  alarm  and  danger 
when  all  party  fpirit  ihould  fubfide,  when  ail  party 
tontentions  fhould  ceafe,  and  when  alt  men  of  ait 
parties  fhould  unite  to  fuppoit  die  conftitutional 
government  of  the  country,  confidered  our  external 
#s  well  as  internal  enemies  to  be  of  a  fpecies  wfcich 
ilever  yet  had  been  encountered ;  and  that  no  wea- 
pon coukifo  effe&ually  oppofe  thear  diabolical  de- 
signs as  an  unanimous  and  determined  fpirit  of 
refiftanee :  they  therefore  fupported  the  prefent 
meafures  of  administration. 
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chap;  l. 

Meeting  of  parliament. — The  king  JlaUs  his  reafons for this 
extraordinary  convocation. — The  chitf fubjetls  ofconfidera- 
Hon  the  prvgrefs  of  Jacobinical  principles.— The  greater 
number  ofpeerr  and  commoners  conceive  there  is  a  defign  to 
revolutionize  Britain* — A  f mall  but  able  band  think  this 
alarm  unfounded.~Conduc7  of  France  comes  before  parlia- 
ment.—Peace  the  inter  eft  antj wijb  of Britain,  if  it  could  be 
preferved  with  fecurity.— Commercial  policy  of  the  minijter, 
and  unprecedented  profperity  of  the  country. — The  Briti/b 
government  obferved  ajlritl  neutrality  during  the  hoJHIities 
between  France  and  Germany. — Communication  between 
Lord  Grenville  and  the  French  ambajfadorinfummer  I702» 
— On  the  depofttion  of  the  king  of  the  French,  ourjbvereign 
orders  bis  ambaffhdor  to  leave  Paris.— -This  orderanecef 
fury  confequence  of  our  King's  determination  of  neutrality* — 
Careful  avoidance  of  interference*  in  theint'erntA  affairs  of 
France.-~Applieationofthe  emperor  and  king  of'  Napier. to 
his  Britannic  majefty  td  refufe Jheher  to  murderers.~-*8tric1 
adherence  to  neutrality  by  Mritain.-*~Aggrefffons  on  the  part 
rf  Prance. — Chauvelin  opens  an  explanatory  negoctathnt— 
fflhret)  the  French  fecretary,  comes  to  London  to  confer  with 
Mr.Pitt.~Maret]uJRfies,ohrevelikimaryprin^  the 
opening' of  the  Scheldt,  though  contrary  to  the  eftabiijbedlaw 
of  nations.*— $fo.  Chauvelin  fupports  the-fajne  doctrine*  in 
his  correfpondence  with  Lord  Grenville — profeffbstbe  decree 
of  November  iqtb  not  intended  againft  Britain.-\Reply  of 
the  Briti/b  minifter. — He  declares  Britain  wilt  nb^fujfer 
France  to  annul  at  plcafure  the  efl'ablifbcd'luw  of  nations.—- 
Britain  requires- France  to  forego  her  projectt  of  invading 
and'  revolutionizing  other  countries.— Alien  bill— if  paffed 
into  a  taw*— Augmentation  of  the*  army  and  navy*— Pr*« 
X  4  ceedings 
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endings  at  Paris*— Gironde  party— their  Uterary  ability, 
boundlefs  ambition,  and  wild  projects*— The  Mountain  Mood* 
thirfy  and  ferocious.  ^^Robefpierrey  D ant  on,  and  Marat. — 
The  Girondifts  defire  to  fpare  the  king's  life. — The  moun- 
tain and  the  mob  defire  regicide. — Puftllanimity  of  Brijfot 
and  the  other  Girondifts. — d  decree  is  paffedfor  bringing 
the  king  to  trial. — Attempts  to  break  the  Jpirit  of  Lotas- 
trial— not  the  fmaUeft  proof  of  guilt. — Complicated  iniquity 
cftheprocefs  in  principle,  fubftance,  and  mode. — SeJfpoJJef 
f  on  and  magnanimity  of  the  perfecuted  monarch*— -Sentence. 
-~Laft  interview  of  Louis  with  his  family.— Execution— 
an  awful  monument  of  the  doctrines  and fentiments  that  go- 
verned France. — Chauvelin  demands  from  the  Briti/b  mi- 
nifter  the  recognition  of  the  French  republic— and  the  ad- 
miffton  of  its  ambaffador. — The  British  government  refufes  a 
recognition  which  would  be  an  interference  in  the  internal 
affairs  of  France.  —  Chauvelin  remonftrates  againft  the  alien 
bill  and  the  preparations  of  Britain — on  the  majfacre  of 
Louis  ordered  to  leave  the  country. — France  declares  war 
againft  Britain  and  Holland. — Review  of  the  conduct  of 
both  parties. — Opinions  of  Afejfrs.  Burke,  Fox,  and  Pitt  re- 
fpectively,  on  the  French   revolution — the  juftice  and  policy 
of  a  war* — Mejfrs.  Burke  and  Pitt  fupport  the  war  on  dif- 
ferent grounds. — Mr.  Pittpropofes  thefecurity  of  Britain- 
Mr.  Burke  the  reftoration  of  monarchy  in  France. — Violent 
party  cenfures.— Impartial  hiftory  finds  in  the  conduct  of  nei- 
ther juft  grounds  for  their  reciprocal  reproach. — Public  opi- 
nion favourable  to  war  with  France. — In  declaring  war 
againft  France  our  king  fpoke  the  voice  of  a  great  majority 
of  his  people. 

Qn  the  13th  of  December  parliament  was  aflem- 
bled ;  and  the  king  ftated  his  various  reafons  for 
his  prefent  meafures.  Notwithftanding  the  ftri& 
neutrality  which  he  had  uniformly  obferved  ip  the 
war  now  raging  on  the  continent,  he  could  not, 

without 
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without  concern,  obferve  the  ftrong  indications  of  c  h  k  p. 
an  intention  in  the  French  to  excite  difturbances  in  s^-^+j 
other  countries  ;  to  purfue  views  of  conqueft  and  thJ7c*^ 
aggrandizement  inconfiftent  with  the  balance  of  ««Kn«7. 

oo  ^  a  convocation 

Europe  j  to  difregard  the  rights  of  neutral  powers  ; 
and  to  adopt  towards  his  allies  the  States  General 
meafures  neither  conformable  to  the  public  law, 
nor  to  the  pofitive  articles  of  exifting  treaties.  He 
had,  therefore,  found  it  neceffary  to  make  fome 
augmentation  of  his  army  and  navy. :  thefe  exertions 
were  demanded  by  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs,  to 
maintain  internal   tranquillity,  and  render  a  tern-  *. 

perate  and  firm  conduct  effectual  for  preferring  the 
bleflings  of  peace. 

Never  did  more  momentous  obje&s  engage  the  *  Chief  tub- 
attention  of  a  Britifh  legiflature  than  in  the  prefent  deliberation 
feffion  of  parliament.  Its  many  and  complicated  fub-  $  jj£ob!n[! 
je&s  of  deliberation,  however,  chiefly  refulted  from  25f«E*  ■ 
two  fubje&s  which  were  interwoven  together,  the  power, 
operation  of  Jacobinical  principles,  and  the  advances 
of  French  power.     Minifters,  fupported  not  only 
by  thofe  members  who  for  many  years  approved  of 
their  meafures,  but  by  mod  of  the  principal  nobi- 
lity of  the  old  whig  intereft,  Mr.  Burke,  the  veteran 
champion  of  that  party,  and  many  other  gentlemen 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  alfo,  many  members  of 
the  North  part  of  the  coalition,  efpecially  Lord  The  gnatw 
Loughborough,  now   Chancellor,  declared  their  ^eTsand 
conviction  that    a  defign  exifted    to   revolution-  c^ive*1* 
ize  this  country  ;  and  that  notwithftanding  the  pre-  Jjjg™  "J^ 
cautions  which  were  already  employed,  ftill  con-  revoI£ti(?l7 
ftant  vigilance,  prtidence,  firmnefs,  and  energy,  was 
neceflary  to  prevent  its  fuccefs.  It  had  not  hitherto, 
4  they 
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they,  admitted,  produced  fuch  overt  a&s  as  to  afford 
grounds  for  judicial  procefsj  but  had  difcovered, 
i79>*  and  even  manifefted,  fuch  objefts  and  tendencies 
as  demanded  the  counteradion  of  deliberative  wif- 
dom.  There  were  intentions  and  fchemes  openly 
avowed,  with  many  more  reafonably  fufpeSed,  for 
effe&ing  the  downfal  of  the  exifling  eftablifhments ; 
although  no  fpecific  treafonable  plot  had  been 
aftually  brought  to  light,  the  evidence  for  the  exift- 
ence  of  fuch  proje&s  confided  of  converfations, 
writings,  fpecific  proceedings,  and  general  conduct. 
To  reprefc  fuch  views  and  attempts,  preventive  and 
profpe&ive  meafures  were  propofed,  and  not  retra* 
Tpe&ive  or  penal. 
a  fmtu  tmt  A  finall  but  very  able  band,  headed  by  Mr.  Fox, 
tutokthu  ridiculed  and  reprobated  this  apprehenfion ;  they  laid 
buSkS!*  fc  w  a  mere  c^mera>  Kkc  *e  P°P^h  plot  of  Titu* 
Oatcsf  that  it  fprang  from  the  eloquent  mifrepre- 
fentatbns  of  Mr.  Burke's  inve&ives  agjtinft  the 
French  revolution,  and  was  fupported<  by  minifies 
to  promote  an  alarm ;  divide  the  whig$«;  oppofe 
thefpirit  of  liberty  and  the  reform  of  parliament, 
and  facilitate  hoftility  with  France.  Thefe  were 
the  refpedive  portions  of  the  bodies  which  now 
differed,  in  Parliament  on  the  fubje&  of  internal 
fUngexi  Mr.  Fox  and  his  adherents  called  for 
fpecific  inftances  of  confpiracy  ^  and  allied,  that 
fince  none  were  produced,,  the  pretended  fchemes 
and  projects  did  not  exift ;  that  every  general  im- 
putation mull  be  an  aggregate  of  particular  Ja$s, 
or  muft  be  falfe;  that  the  dedu&ion  of  probable 
praftice  from  fpeculative  theories  was  inconfiftent 
with  found  reafon  and  experience,,  and  totally  unT 
8  worthy 
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worthy  of  a  legiflatiire.    Maft  parliament  interfere  c  w*  ** 
whenever  a  hot-brtined  enthufiaft  writer  or  Jpeaks  v^*v^*» 
noafeafe?  for  the  oftenfible  purpofcs  of  miniftry,      *****    . 
their  arguments  were  futile  ;  but  for  their  real  pur- 
pofes  their  a&rrions  and  a&ians  were  well  adapted. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  feffion  Mr.  Pitt  wa& 
ahfent,  his  feat  being  vacated  by  hia  acceptancy  of 
the  Cinque  Ports.      The  chief  impugner  of  thefe 
arguments  of  Mr.  Fox  and  hia  friends  was  Mr. 
Burke,    who    ftewing    the    conneQian    between' 
opinion  and  co&duft,  infilled  that  the*  ftrongdt 
preventive  pok'cy  wasneceflary  to  the  falvation  of 
Britain. 

Meanwhile  the  conduft  of  France  towards  this  condua  of 
country,  with  the  part  whieh  Britain  flfcmld  aft  in  f™^. 
the  pttfeitt  emergency,  was  a  fubje#  bf  anxfcras*  £££"*•• 
concern  to  die  parharfient  Mid  jaaticm.    'to  a  com*  prtw  fc  % 
meraaf  ticHintry  deriving  ks  pwrfperiiy  from  its  hi-  \t**n*  «* 
duftry  and  arts,  cheated  by  jteace,  war  wwai*  jLinU 
et&  ta  be  incurred  from  no  motive  but  neetffifiyQ  JSjlf 
The  extenfioa  of  camifierce,  mantrfaOwfe^   aid  5^***" 
every  ot^er  fource  of  private  wealth  tod  ptafeiSe 
revenue,  though  very  far  from  exchiftvety-  occupy- 
ing the  official  talent*  of  Mr,  Pitt,  had  hitherto* 
been  die  moft  conflantiy  prominent  cfoje&s  of  hi* 
adminifliBrtjop*      He  had  promoted  trade  by  fh#  cowatreui 
wifcft  aftdmo&eflkactazf  means,  removal  ef  re-  Egg**8 
ffraint,  asnd  redpitocarion  of  profit*    His  exertion*  "d^ted 
had  been  eminently  facce&fui  where  legislative  or  pmf^aly 
mimfterol  effort  was  necefbry,  and  when  no  political  cgut^y. 
interference  was  wjuatoi,  the  natu^  enter- 

prize,  andfkill,  nourifhed  by  freedom,  and  fecured 
by  peace,  had  don^  the  ieft.    Tteprcripcrityof  the 

country 
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country  was  beyond  the  precedent  of  any  former 
time,  and  was  evidently  moire  abundant  from  the 
advantages  of  neutrality  in  the  midft  of  furrounding 
war.  The  Britifh  government  was  fully  aware  of 
the  bleffings  of  peace,  and  the  Britifh  fovereign  had 
uniformly  adhered  to  the  ftri&eft  neutrality,  and 
alio  to  a  rigid  forbearance  from  any  interference 
in  the  internal  affairs  of  France.  As  foon  as  the 
king  of  France  had  announced  to  Britain  the  com- 
mencement of  a  war  between  the  German  powers 
aftd  his  dominions,  the  court  of  London  iffued  a 
proclamation,  enjoining  his  majefty's  fubje&s  to 
receive  no  commiffion  from  any  enemy  of  the 
French  king ;  and  in  no  way  to  a&  hoftilely  to  him 
or  hi&  people,  under  the  fevered  penalties*.  His 
majefty's  fubje&s  obferved  thefe  injunctions,  and 
no  complaint  of  aggreflion  was  alleged  either  by 
the  French  king  or  nation.  Chauvelin,  the  French 
ambafladpr,  applied  to  the  Britifh  fecretary  on  the 
24th  of  May,  ftating,  that  the  proclamation  ptib- 
Hfhed  a  few  days  before  againft  feditious  writings, 
contained  expreffions  which  might,  contrary  to  die 
intentions  of  the  Britifh  miniftry,  encourage  an  idea 
that  Fiance  was  confidored  as  inimical  to  the 
internal  tranquillity  of  England,  and  requefted  his 
application  might  be  communicated  to  parliament. 
Lord  Grenville's  reply  repref ented  that  Mr.  Chauve-* 
lin  had  deviated  (he  was  convinced  unintentionally) 
iirom  the  rules  of  this  kingdom,  in  applying  to  die 
Britifh  nunifter  to  communicate  to  parliament  any 
fubjeft  of  diplomatic  difcuihon ;  but  affured  the 


*  See  Dcbrett't  Sute  Paper*,  35th  May,  179s. 


French 
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French  minifter  of  the  cordiality  of  the  Britifh  fove- 
reign.  Chauvelin  acknowledged  his  miftake,  and 
exprefled  his  fatisfadion  at  the  affurances  of  amity 
which  the  Britifh  minifter's  anfwers  had  conveyed. 
On  the  18th  of  June  Mr,  Chauvelin  delivered  a 
note,  flaring  that  by  the  proceedings  of  the  Germar* 
potentates,  the  balance  of  Europe,  the  independence 
of  the  different  powers,  the  general  peace,  every  con* 
fideration  which  at  all  times  has  fixed  the  attention 
of  the  Englifh  government,  was  at  once  expofed 
and  threatened  ;  and  inviting  his  Britannic  majefty, 
for  the  general  fecurity,  to  interfere  with  his  me- 
diation. His  majefty  adhering  rigidly  to  the  neu- 
trality, replied,  that  confiftently  with  his  impartial 
determination,  he  could  not  propofean  intervention 
when  not  folicited  by  both  parties.*  On  the  nth 
of  July  1792,  a  fmall  fleet  failed  from  Portfmouth, 
under  the  command  of  admiral  lord  Hood,  to  per- 
form naval  evolutions  in  the  channel.  The  whole 
fquadron  confifted  only  of  five  fhips  of  the  line,,  be- 
fides  frigates  and  (loops  :  it  had  but  a  fortnight's 
provifion  on  board,  and  had  manifeftly  no  other 
deftination  than  a  fea  review.  The  matter,  how* 
ever,  was  fo  magnified  in  France,  and  was  re- 
prefented  in  fuch  a  falfe  light,  that  on  the  26th  of 
July,  an  immediate  armament  of  thirty  fhips  of  the 
line  was  propofed  in  the  national  affembly,  and  the 
marine  committee  was  ordered  to  draw  up  a  re- 
port on  the  fubjeft,   and  prefent  it  within  a  few 

*  See  the  feries  of  correfpondence  between  Lord  Grenville 
and  Mr.  Chauvelin,  in  Debrctt't  (late  papers,  from  May  24, 
toJulySth,  J7SJ2. 

days. 
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days*.    But  Mr.  Chauvelin  having  enquired  into 

die  objeft  and  drcumftances  of  Ais  Iquadron}  was 

'79^      Jatisfied  that  its  purpofe  was  not  hoftfle j  and  the 

French  government  and  nation  were  convinced  that 

Britain  had  no  defign  of  taking  any  part  with  their 

oottie        enemies!*      His  Britannic  majefty  being  mformed 

Skljof  of  thc  fufpenfion  of  the  king's  executive  power  by 

the  French,  the  decree  of  the  ioth  of  Auguft,  diredted  his 

#ur  love-  ° 

reign  orden  fecretary  of  ftate||,  Mr.  Dundas,  to  write  to  lord 
dor'to  leave  Gower  the  Britifh  ambaffador  at  Paris,  that  the 
panJ#         exercife  of  the  executive  power  having  been  with- 
drawn from  his  Chriftian  majefty,  the  credentials 
of  the  ambaffador  were  no  longer  valid,   and  that 
This  order    he  fhould  return  to  England.     This  order  his  ma- 
e^eVJce  jefty  deemed  a  neceflary  corjfequence    from  his 
determine    determination  of  neutrality! ;  becaufe  the  continu- 
neutwiity     imce  °^  *"8  wpwfioatativc  at  Paris,  treating  as  the 
fovereign  power  that  party  which  had  overturned 
the  conftitution  recently  cftabliflied,  would  have 
been  an  interference  in  the  internal  affairs  of  France, 
fcy  an  acknowledgement  of  the  republican  party,  in 
preference  to  the   byalifts   and  ccrnftkutionalifk 
Careful       Our  king,  conformably  to  the  fame  cautious  and 
ilwrfcreqw  difcriminating  policy,  which  would  not  pledge  to 
ime^i       *e  onc  ^c  ^8  yhtual  fupport,  repeated  his  deda? 

affaire  of 

France.  •  fa  thc  Moniteur,  a8th  July,  1793. 

t  See  Moniteur*  of  July  1792,  and  Marfli's  Hiftory  of  the 
Politics  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  chapter  8. 

H  Lord  Grenville  happening  to  be  out  of  town  when  this  in- 
telligence arrived,  that  part  of  his  official  bufineft  was  performed 
by  his  colleague. 

%  Tne  reader  will  fee  the  arguments  on  this  fubjeft  minutely 
and  accurately  detailed  in  MarflVs  hiftory  of  the  politics  of 
Great  Britain  and  France. 

radons. 
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rations,  that  he  would  not  fupport  the  other,  or  in 
any  way  interfere  in  the  internal  arrangements  of 
France*.    Lord  Gower  having  communicated  his      t7*u 
royal  matter's  orders,  and  the  reafons  wherein  they 
were  founded,  to  Mr.  Le  Brun,  minifter  for  foreign 
affairs,  he  expreffed  the  regret  of  the  executive 
council  that  the  ambaffador  was  to  be  withdrawn, 
but  its  fatisfa&ion  at  his  majefty's  continued  affu- 
ranee  of  neutrality,  and  determination  not  to  inter* 
fere  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Francef.     In  the  month  Application 
of  September,  the  emperor  and  king  of  Naples  emperor 
flated  to  his  Britannic  majefty  their  apprehenfions,  Napiestohis 
that  the  atrocities  of  Paris  would  extend  to  the  ^S^c 
lives  of  the  royal  family,  and  expreffed  thejr  hopes,  J^* 
that  fhould  fuch  a  nefarious  crime  be  committed,  murdercrt. 
his  majefty  would  grant  no'  afylum  to  the  perpetra- 
tors J.      With  a  requeft  fo  conformable  to  juftice, 
humanity,  a  fenfe  of  moral  obligation,  antf  an  ab- 
horrence of  enormous  wickednefs,  the  king  com- 
plied, and  induced  his  allies  the  States  General  to 
form  the  fame  refolution.      Here  there  was  cer- 
tainly no  deviation  from  neutrality,  no  interference 
in  the  confthution  of  the  French  polity,  unlefs  a 
declared  purpofe  to  refufe  fhelter  to  a  party  that  (hall 
commit  an  atrocious  murder,  be  an  interference  in 
that  party's  private  concerns.    When  the  theatre  of 
advancing  conqueft  approached  fo  near  the  united 
Netherlands,  the  king  declared  his  refolution  to  ad- 

*  See  Debrett's  ftate  papers,  17th  Auguft,  1792. 

•\  Britfot and  his  party  deemed  the  recall  of  the  ambaffador  a 

hoftile  ftep ;  but  admitted  there  had  been  none  before.    See 
Marfli,  chap.ix. 
t  Debrett'i  ftate  papers,  September  20th. 

here 
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here  to  their  mutual  alliance,  and  at  the  fame  time 
exprefled  his  convi&ion  that  the  belligerent  parties 
stn<t9ad-  wou^  not  violate  the  neutrality  of  the  States'  Genc- 
herence  to    xzh     From  the  lime  of  the  depofition  of  the  king, 

acutraltty  \  ° 

fcj  Britain.  Chauvelin  could  not  properly  be  conhdered  as  am- 
,  baflador  from  the  monarch  of  France.  Neverthc- 
lefs  the  Britifh  government  not  only  permitted  him 
to  refide  in  London,  but  even  negociated  with  him 
when  he  was  agent  for  the  executive  council  j  and 
.  lord  Grenville  aflured  him  "  that  outward  forms 
would  be  no  hindrance  to  his  Britannic  majefty, 
whenever  the  queftion  related  to  explanations, 
Aowffiofi  which  might  be  fatisfaftory  and  advantageous  to 
•? Fna*L  both  parties  ;"  and  Mr.  Pitt  declared  to  the  fame 
gentleman,  that  it  was  his  defire  to  avoid  a 
war,  and  to  receive  a  proof  of  the  fame  fenti- 
ments  from  the  French  miniftry*.  MR.  PITT 
AND  HIS  COADJUTORS  WERE  UNI- 
FORMLY CONSISTENT  IN  MAINTAINING 
ONE  PRINCIPLE,  THAT  THE  INTER- 
NAL CHANGES  OF  FRANCE  DID  NOT 
PRECLUDE  AMITY  WITH  ENGLAND; 
and  therein  totally  differed  from  Mr.  Burke  and 
his  followers.  No  communications  material  to  the 
queftion  of  aggreffion  pafled  between  Mr.  Chauvelin 
and  the  Britifh  minifter,  until  the  decree  of  the 
19th  of  November,  the  invafion  of  the  rights  of 
our  allies,  and  the  rapid  advances  of  French  con- 
queft,  aroufed  and  alarmed  Britain.      There  had 

*  Thefe  declarations  of  our  two  miniftere  are  acknowledged 
by  Briflbt,  in  his  report  to  the  convention  of  the  12th  of  January 
1793  ;  and  in  the  official  revolutionary  journal,  the  Moniteur  of 
15th  January,  1793.  ■ 

hitherto . 
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hitherto  been  drift  neutrality,  as  we  have  fdefl,  on  C  h  a  p. 
the  part  of  England,  while  there  had  been  aggref-  n^-v^/ 
fion  on  the  part  of  France ;  for  that  aggreffion  fatif-  Ag%£m 
hSdon  was  due,  and  the  French  profeffed  to  wifh  ™FlrbaeJ£rt 
a  pacific  adjuftment.     Chauvelift  was  inftru&ed  to  Chauvdia 
open  an  explanatory  negociation,  conformable  to  °?P™n™<>ry 
thofe  profeffions.      Oftenfibly  to  promote  this  pur-  JES-!?' 
pofe,  Mr.  Maret5  now  foreign  minifter  of  France,  f/™0* 
catnehimfelf  to  England,  to  confer  with  Mr.  Pitt,  comes t« 
In  the  uniform  fpirit  of  neutrality  which  Britain  coTfcr°niitb 
obferved,hismajefty  avoided  difcuffing  the  diplomatic  Mr'  **"" 
capacity  of  the  minifters  who  were  fent  by  the  execu- 
tive council  of  France;  becaufe  an  admiffion  of  their 
official  chara&er  would  import  the  admiffion  of  the 
executorial  competency  of  their  employers ;  would 
have  been  a  declaration  in  favour  of  a  party,  and 
consequently  an  interference  in  the  internal  arrange- 
ments of  France.     Mr.  Pitt  therefore  did  not  meet 
Mr.  Maret  as  the  minifter  of  England  the  minifter 
of  France;  however  they  did  meet,  and  their  convert 
fation,  as  detailed  from  Mr.  Maret' s  communication*, 
(hewed  on  the  one  hand,  that  Mbl.  Pitt  earnestly  , 

DESIRED  TO    PRESERVE    PEACE    WITH   FRANCE } 

and  on  the  other,  that  the  French  agent  endeavoured 
to  explain  the  obnoxious  decree  as  not  intended  to 
apply  to  Britain.      On  the  fubjeft  of  the  Scheldt,  Maret  jV- 
Maret  ftated  that  the  order  of  fh«  council,  and  the  *££££ 
decree  of  the  national  convention  concerning  that  {£"*£? 
navigation,  founded  #n  the  mod  facred  principles  of  °f  '"* 

9  By  Mr.  Miles,  in  a  work  cnugfapt  4uthtntic  correfpondenc*. 
Mr,  .Miles  was  the*  Intimate  arwi  confidential  friend  of  Mr. 
Maret.  '        ' 

VouV.  Y  Oallift 
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Gallic  liberty,  were  irrevocable,  and  thus  admitted 
that  the  internal  change  in  France  Was  by  its  vota* 
tho'T'      "es  confidered  **  authorizing  them  to  violate  die 
trarytothe   rights  of  foreign  and  independent  nations ;  and  that 
law  ur  c     they  were  refolved  to  make  no  fatisfaftion  for  aa 
aatiom.       iajmy  inflated,  in  conformity  to  this  principle1. 
Mr.cfcmn*-  The  feme  queftsons  were  agitated  with  much  greater 
the  f™£T'*  particularity  of  detail,  and  reciprocation  of  argu- 
h!fco^f.n   raent,   between  Monfieur    Chauvelin   and    Lord 
ChhL^i     Grcn^De,   in  the  latter  end  of  November,  and 
•remritit,     during  the  month  of  December.     Chauvelin  main- 
tained the  right  of  the  French  to  open  the  naviga- 
tion of  theScheldt :  he  however  declared,  by  order 
of  the  executive  council,  that  if  at  the  end  of  the 
war  the  Belgians  were  unfettered,   and  in  full 
pofleffion  of  their  liberty  relinquished  this  navi- 
gation, the  French  would  decline  all  oppofition. 
This  anfwer  evinced  a  firm  and  unalterable  resolu- 
tion of  adhering  not  only  to  the  infra&on  of  the 
tieaty  of  Utrecht,  but  alfo  of  difmembering  the 
Netherlands  from  the  Auftrian  dominions,  and 
ind  making  them  dependent  on  France ;  he  obftiuatefy 

{£  d«4t     contended  that  the  decree  of  the  1 9th  of  November 
of  19th       could  have  no  reference  to  Great  Britain,  and  de- 
intended      clared  that  if  Holland  continued  to  obferve  neu- 
Urinia.       traKty,  France  would  not  invade  her  dominions. 
Thefe  profeffions  the  Britifli  minifter  would  not  be- 
lieve, becaufethey  were  totally  contradicted  by  aftual 
condud.    Concerning  the  decree  of  the  convention, 
the  application  of  thefe  principles  to  the  Britifli 

*  Sec  Maret's  letter  to  his  colleague,    Debrett's  ftate  papers, 
ad  December,  179a. 

,    .  •  king'* 
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kJ^^ij&fonswas^  chap. 

8e*ecfcptid»  given t6 the  promoters  of  fcditioniil  thfe  v>v%> 
country,  -and  by  the  fpecches  made  to  them  preciiefy      ,7**- 
tftfie  titte  of  this  d*cfee,  and  fmce  oir  feveiral  dif- 
fitoittC  dc&fioi&    At  the  very  time  Fiance  declared 
&e  would  not  invade  Holland,  fee  had  already  at- 
tacked that  nation  by  openiag  the  Scheldt,  France,  Reply  tf 
(Md  ftiS  Brfeifli  mimfter)  ca»  have  no  right  W  £„!!£* 
jfttetfl  the  fiipulations  relative  to  die  Scheldt,  tmleftf 
fee  have  alio  (be  light  to  fet  afide  tqualfy  ail  the 
6<hfcr  treaties,  between  all  the  powers  of  Europe, 
staid  all  the  other  rights  of  England,  of  of  her  allies. 
She   can   even   have  no  pretence  to   interfere  m 
the  queftion  of  opening  the  Scheldt,  unlefs  fhe 
were  the  foverelgri  of  the  Low  Countries,  or  had 
die  right  to  di&ate  laws  to  all  Europe.      England  He  Hecimi 
will  never  confent  that  France  fhaJl  arrogate  the  S'fufc"1 
power  of  annulling  at  her  pleafure,  and  under  the  f ™"ieatto 
pretence  of  a  pretended  natural  right,  of  which  fee  ?«««*««**• 
rixakes  herfelf  the  only  judge,  the  political  fyftem  u*°f 
of  Europe,  eftabliihed  by  folemn  treaties,  and  gua- 
ranteed by  the  cdnfent  of  all*  the  powers.    This 
government,  adhering  to  the  maxims  which  it  has 
followed  for  m6re  than  a  century,  trill  alfo  never 
fee  w&h  indifference  that  France  fhall  make  herfelf,- 
either  dife&ly  or'indireftly,  fovereigrt  of  the  Low 
Countries,  or  general  arbitrefs  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  Europe.     If  France  is  really  delirous  of  Brf  afn 
itiaintaining  friendfhip  and  peace  with  England,  fhe*  require* 
muft  fliew  herfelf  difpofed  to  renounce  her  views  of  forego  her 
aggreflion  and  aggraiidifement,  and  to  confine  her-  C!^4* 
felf  within  her  own  territory,  without  infulting  other  J^^rf 
governments,    disturbing    their    tranquillity,    and  oth*r  . 

Y  a  violating 
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c h^a  p.  violating  their  rights*;  but  the  French  govero- 
\^v-w  meat  pofithdy  rcfufed  to  farisfy  Britain  for  $e 
»n*      elation  of  treaties!. 

la  the  confidcration  of  peace  or  war  with  $e 
French  republic,  the  proceedings  of  the  French 
ruler*,  the  negociation  between  their  agents  and 
Britiih  minifters,  and  the  condud  of  pur  executive 
and  kgfflative  government,  are  fo  much  interwoven* 
that  it  is  frequently  neceflary  to  change  the  fcene  to 
review  their  procefs  of  aftion  and  re-a&km,  and 
exhibit  caufe  and  effcQt.      Beforfe  we  follow  this 
negociation  to  its  clofe,  it  is  neceflary  to  prefent  to 
our  readers,  both  internal  legiflativeproce^dings,and 
foreign  afy,  by  which  the  negociation  was  affefted. 
The  great  obje&s  of  alarm,  both  to  the  Britiih  go- 
vernment, and  to  the  principal  part  of  the  Britiih 
nation,  were  the  rapid  advances  of  French  principle** 
and  the  rapid  progrefs  of  French  power.     The  num- 
ber of  aliens  at  this  time  in  Britain,  far  furpafled  the 
ufual  influx*    Of  thefe,  many  fo  conduced  them- 
felves  as  to  juftify  a  fufpicion  of  their  evil  intentions 
A6m  Wl,#    towards  this  country.     Agreeably  to  the  fyftem  of 
preventive  policy  already  recorded,    the  attorney 
general  propofed  to  parliament  to  provide  for  the 
public  tranquillity  by  fubje&ng  the  refort  and  resi- 
dence of  aliens  to  certain  regulations.    All  foreign- 
ers arriving  in  the  kingdom  were,  by  the  pJian  of 
minifters,  to  explain  their  reaibns  for  coming  into  this 
country,  to  give  up  all  arms  except  thofe  commonly 

*  See  conefpomlcnce   between  Lord  GreimTk  wad  Mr* 
-    Chauvelin,  in  December  1792*     State  papers  for  that  period. 

f  See  Chauvelio't  note  to  Lord  Grcnvilk,  Dec.  a  7th. 

ufcd 
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ufed  for  defence  or  drefs.    In  their  feveral  removals 
through  the  country,  they  were  to  ufe  paffports,  by 
which  their  a&ual  refiderice,  or  occafional  move-      mu 
meats  might  be  manifeft,  and  their  conduft  eafBy 
obfesfved.      Thofe  who  received  eleemofynary  fup- 
port,  were  to  be  diftributed  in  diftri&s  where  they 
would  be  more  liable  to  the  vigilance  of  the  civil 
power.      Particular  attention  was  to  be  paid  to 
foreigners  who  had  vifited  this  kingdom  within  the 
prefent  year,  who  fhould  hereafter  come  without 
obvious  reafons,  and  be  thus  more  obnoxious  to 
prudent  fufpicion.     Such  were  the  obje&s  and  chief  j*  p»<&«* 
provisions  of  the  law  known  by  the  name  of  the 
alien  bill*    Thofe  members  of  both  houfes  who  had 
denied  the  exiftence  of  the  dangerous  do&rines,  con- 
fiftently  with  their  opinions,  oppofed  a  meafure,  which 
upon  their  hypothcfis  was  certainly  not  neceffary.  Augment. 
Admitting,  however,  that  there  was  external  danger  ^Z^^2 
from  abroad,  they  unanimoufly  agreed  to  minifteriai  "***• 
modems   for  the  augmentation  of  the  army  and 
navy. 

While  the  Britilh  legiflature  was  making  thefe  Proceed^ 
difpofitions  againft internal  and  foreign  danger,  an  **""*• 
event  took  place  in  France,  the  flagrant  injuftice  and 
ferocious  cruelty  of  which  mod  fatally  manifefted 
the  pitch  of  infuriate  wickednefs  at  which  the  Jaco- 
bins were  arrived.  The  republicans  now  con* 
fitted  of  two  parties,  the  Girondifts  and  the  Moun- 
tain, The  former  contained  the  principal  part  of 
the  literary  clafs,  ingenious,  and  eloquent  enemies 
of  monarchy ;  the  latter,  the  moft  daring  and  blood- 
thirfty  dire&ors  of  the  murderous  mobs,  the  votaries 
Qf  anarchy.     Though  men  of  genius,  the  leaders 

Y3  of 


&6  HISTORY  OF  T*»  \ 

of  the  Gironde  were  muefy  jnore  jtxilfcjtf  tharj 

folid  #.    Formed  to  the  metaphyseal  thcorfe  long 

ouindT      f°  prevail  m  France,  they  carried  their  rifvnwy 

p^J-         abftradions  to  pra&ical  Jife.    To  fu)xle  fBfftfax 

and  ingenious  hypothefis,  wfepch  *r«  cpmrntoajy  the 

effufions  of  literary  retirement,  many  of  them  jomed 

profligate  corruption  and  rapacity,  that  would  gpfy 

all  the  wealth  and  power  which  ftimufete  injuHicd 

in  the  aftive  world,  with  an  exceffiye  vanity,  which 

reprefented  all   the  objefts  of  their  cupidity  at 

within  the  reach  of  their  invention  and  enterprise. 

*m ntemr  ^k  Twklnefs  of  fpeculative  fciolifra,  this  depravity 

boundicft     of  principle  ?ndpuifuit  and  this  overweening  felf^efti- 

and  una9     mation  didated  their  internal  and  external  politics ; 

yroj:at.      ^^^  tjiem  to  feet  a  republic  not  fuitable  to  the 

human  chaia&ejr ;  in  which  levelling  others,  they 
might  themfelves  enjoy  boundlcfs  riches  and  unli* 
fnited  fway j  and  to  fancy  that  their  talents  and  ad* 
drefs  could  employ  both  the  weaknefs  and,ftreugth 
of  various  parties,  in  their  own  and  other  countries 
as  inflruments  for  the  execution  of  their  defig&s. 
To  extend  the  circle  of  their  propofed  dominion, 
and  alio  that  pre-eminence  which  Frenchmen  h?ve 
always  fought,  they  formed  their  boundiefs  fchemis 
of  national  aggrandizement  t ;  of  embroiling  man* 
kind  in  war ;  fubjugating  all  countries  by  French 
principles  and  French  power,  and  thus  fubje&ag 

*  The  chief  phtlofophfcal  fcholar  among  them  was  Condor- 
*      cct.     Brifiot  was  animated,  enthufia&ic,  and  operatirej  but  by 
no  means  profound* 

f  See  Biiffoi's  works paffim  ;  alfo  the  writingsof  other  Gi» 
rondifts. 

the 
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the  whole  to  themfelves ;  new  as  thefe  men  were  hi  6  *  a  r. 
feme  part  of  the  compofition  of  their  chara&eis,  yet  v^-v-o 
in  others  as  old  as  vanity,  avarice,  and  profligacy;      to* 
they  tranfcended  every  bound  of  morality  or  religion; 
Poffefling  great  energy  they  in  a  confidence  degree 
attained,  and  for  a  fliort  tiijie  preferved  the  obje&i 
of  their  defire ;     but  wanting  profound  wifdbra* 
and  over-rating  their  own  talents  of  managing  toolty 
they  ultimately  fell  by  the  inflruments  of  th^ir  exalt* 
ation.  As  the  great  operators  in  the  feveral  changes 
of  the  revolution  were  the  Parifian  rabble,  the  de* 
magogues  who  could  mod  readily  and  effe&ually 
diieft  the  mob,  poffeffed  a  formidable  power  either 
initrumental  or  fupreme  according  to  the  ability  and 
ikill  of  its  pofleflors.     The  members  of  the  legifla*  ThcMounr 
ture,  molt  ferocioufly  violent  againft  the  king,  were  SlJ^fd 
the  Mountain*     Thefe,  lefs  literary  in  their  acquire-  ferocious- 
ments,  lefs  metaphyfical  in  their  harangues,  exhibit- 
ed in  their  manners  a  coarfenefs  which  the  others, 
educated  as  gentlemen,  had  not  been  able  com* 
pletely  to  attain,  and  were  much  more  popular  among 
the  governing  fanfculottes.    The  head  of  this  party  R©ur- 
was  Robefpierre,  a  man  much  inferior  to  the  Girond-  fon" and  ** 
ifts  in  cultivated  underftanding,  polifhed  eloquence,  Marau 
and  thofe  talents  which  would  have  had  weight 
with  an  ingenious  and  refined  audience ;  but  by 
the  uncouth  plainnefs  of  his  fpeeches,  and  the  energy 
of  his  inve&ives,  he  was  well  fitted  to  govern  a  mob 
at  any  time  ;  and  by  his  ftern  and  fanguinary  difpo- 
fition  peculiarly  fuited  to  the  Parifian  mob,  panting 
for  regicide.    Next  in  power  was  Danton,  equally 
blood-thirfty  and  ambitious,   lefs  ftrong  and  direfl: 
in  his  means,  but  more  dexterous.     Subordinate        * 

Y4  to 
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.QM£%  tothdcwa  Marat;  ahalf-lctteredcditorofancwf- 
t^r-v^w/  paper,  hideous  in  appearance,  loathfome  by  difeafe*, 
***•  *ad  fqualid  in  attire ;  he  was  paffionately  dcfirous  of 
reducing  all  eminence  anddiftindbn  to  the  fame  low 
level  withhimfelf;  and  long  the  hireling  of  Orleans, 
he  imbibed  againft  the  king  that  rancorousgall  which 
he  had  been  paid  for  dMeminating  through  the  po- 
pulace. Bloody  in  his  difpoiition,  ardent  in  his  cruel 
exhortations ;  be  was  the  delight  of  the  murderous 
mob,  becaufe  ip  fo  many  points  coinciding  with 
tthemfelves.  By  thefe  leaders  chiefly,  aflifted  by 
many  others  of  the  Mountain  members,  the  Parifian 
rabble  was  direfted.  The  Gironde  party  faw  the  cha- 
iz&tT  of  thefe  demagogues,  but  in  their  eager  efforts 
tofubdue  the  conftitutionalifts,  and  overthrowkingly 
power,  had  cooperated  with  tjie  Mountain  ;  in- 
tending, and  for  a  confiderable  time  appearing,  to 
ufe  them  as  tools.  The  infurrettion  pf  the  iotbx>f 
*  £uguft  was  the  work  of  the  Giropdifts  for  the  fub- 
verfion  of  monarchy  :  Denton  was  a  moft  powerful 
auxiliary  in  the  mafiacres  of  that  bloody  day.  So 
effe&ually  inflrumental  to  the  execution  of  the  Gi* 
rondiftdefigns,themob,  and  the  leaders  of  theMoun* 
tain,  more  fenfibly  felt  their  own  refiftlefs  power. 
The  Gironde  party  were  totally  unreftrained  by 
confidence  from  feeking  their  ends  through  means 
however  wicked ;  yet  they  do  not  appear  to  have 
had  a  defire  of  fheddjng  blood  merely  for  pleafure. 
Blood  they  would  not  fpare  where  they  conceived  it 
to  anfwer  their  purpofe ;  the  butchery  of  their  fel- 
low-creatures, however,  they  did  notfeek  as  a/*j£ 

*  Sec  Adolphus's  Memoirs.    Life  of  Marat 
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time.    Not  fo  the   fanfculottes,  who  manifeftly  cm, 
fought  maflacre  for  its  own  £ake  *.    Before  the  ^  -.^ 
beginning  of  September  the  power  of  the  Mountain      w-  - 
was  vary  greatly  increafed.    Marat  and  his  afib? 
ciatea,  under  Danton  and  Robefpierre,  were  the  / 
ringleaders  in  the  September  carnage.  *  Briflbt  had 
formed  the  plan  of  a.  national  convention,  and  a  re- 
public :  the  leaders  of  the  Mountain  were  contriv- 
ing that  the  republic,  which  they  had  been  inftru-  ' 
mental  in  creating  fliould  be  direfted  by  themfelves, 
and  that  the  national  convention  fhould  contain  a 
ijttjority  of  their  creatures.     When  the  aflembly 
which  he  had  proje&ed  met,  Briflbt  found  that  the 
Mountain  was  becoming  very  ftrong.     The  exe- 
cutive council,  however,  (till  confided  of  Girond- 
ifts,  and,  the  army  being  commanded  by  officers 
of  that  party,  they  remained  formidable.      The  TheGi- 
Gironde    party,  defirous  of  eftablilhing    demo*  ^VcJ    ' 
cracy,  appeared  to  have  had  no  intention  of  at-  JjyjjJ, 
tacking  the  life  of  their  fovereign,  unlefs  they  con-  kifl* 
ceived  it  to  interfere  with  the  prefervation  of  the 
republic  and  their  own  power.    From  the  German 
retreat,  and  the  fubfequent  fuccefs  of  the  French 
arms,  they  entertained  no  apprehenfions  of  the  re- 
ftoration  of  monarchy,  and  wifhed  to  fare  the  king's  The  Moull_ 
life :  the  oppofite  party,  not  merely  murderers  from  ^V^filJ* 
policy,  but  fanguinary  from  the  infuriate  difpofition  !««»<&*«• 
of  the  multitude,  defired  the  blood  of  Louis.    The 
jacobin  clubs,  now  leagued  with  the  Mountain, 
promoted  the  favage  barbarity.    Their  leaders,  ef. 

*  What  but  the  mere  delight  in  human  carnage  could  have  . 
prompted  the  greater  part  of  the  September  maffacres  ?  Sec  de- 
tails in  PlayfanJ3  Jacobinifm. 
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periaDy  Robespierre,  had  formed  View*  «f  Ae  moft 
unbounded  ambition,  and  conceited  that,  byin- 
mu      solving  the  people  in  the  guilt  of  regicide,  they 
would  bind  them  entirely  to  their  fyftem,  and  over- 
power their  adversaries  the  Gironde  and  all  other 
parties.    The  Girondifts,  fuperior  as  they  ware  in 
genius  and  literature  to  the  Mountain,  were  lefs  dar-' 
ing  and  intrepid,  and  befides,  had  more  to  dread,  as 
their  adversaries  were  fupported  by  the  governing 
mob*.     There  were,  however,  (till  great  numbers 
throughout  the  provinces,  and  even  in  Paris  itfelf, 
who  ardently  defired  to  fpare  the  blood  of  their 
'  king.     By  firmnefs  and  magnanimity,  the  Girond- 
ifts, pofleffing  the  executorial  functions,  might  have 
rallied  round  themetropolisafufficient  force  for  faving 
innocent  blood;  but  they  did  not  difplay  the  courage 
of  refolute  determination,  without  which  lawleft 
fufiiianimi-  ambition  will  not  retain  newly  ufurped  pbwer.    The 
udebe'    '   proceedings  were  pufillanimous  half  meafures,  more 
wku^!~     contemptible  in  their  inefficacy  than  the  diabolical 
conduft  of  their  adverfaries ;  and  though  lefs  de- 
tectable in  their  operation,  equally  noxious  in  the  re- 
fult.     The  Mountain  perfuaded  the  populace  that 
Louis  had  betrayed  his  country,  and  confpired 
againft  France  with  its  enemies :  on  thefe  grounds 
they  inftigated  the  mob  to  demand  his  trialf.     After 
various  preliminary  difcuffions,  the  Girondifts  being 
a  dmee  ii   afraid  to  exprefs  their  fentiments,  a  decree  was 
Edging  the  P3^  f°r  bringing  to  trial  a  perfonage  whofe  life, 
kingtouiai.  by  every  principle  of  expediency  and  policy,  ought 
to  have  been  facred  under  any  well-regulated  con- 
ftitution ;   and    whofe   perfon  was  inviolable   ac- 
cording to  the  polity  exifting  in  France  at  the 

•  Scgurvol.  iii.  page  6.       \  Ibid,  page  7. 
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j&gg  5vfcen  the  ads  charged  were  alleged  to  hare  c  h  a  ». 
fceen  committed.  To  prevent  the  public  mind  from  ^  -w'-mj 
Rearing  innocence  calling  for  juftice,  they  fufiered  **•*• 
pot  the  king  to  know  that  his  life  was  fought 
jfrpm  the  fidelity  of  a  zealous  domeftic  *  Louis  of 
France  .firft  learned  that  a  perjured  banditti  pre- 
pared publicly  to  deftroy  their  monarch's  life}  which 
every  federate  Frenchman  had  fworn  to  protect 
To  break  down  the  foul  of  their  fovereign  by  accu:  ^STgJ1* 
Tnulated  mifery,  they  debarred  him  from  the  fight  fpi«tof 
and  converge  of  his  wife  and  children.  They  hoped 
that  the  ftrength  of  his  benevolent  affe&ions,  thus 
deprived  of  their  deareft  obje&s,  would  crufli  the 
faculties  of  his  mind,  and  would  difable  him  from 
vindicating  his  innocence,  and  expofing  the  enor- 
mity of  their  blood-thirfty  guilt ;  but  their  purpofe 
was  fruftrated.  The  dreadful  fituation  in  which 
their  wickednefs  had  placed  him*  roufed  the  ener- 
gies of  a  mind  which  manifested  itfelf  not  unworthy 
of  the  descendant  of  Henry.  With  every  circling  TrfaL 
jUnce  of  degradation  that  the  upftart  infolence  of  un- 
merited power  could  bellow,  he  was  brought  to  the 
bar,  and  bis  charges  were  read.  They  confided  of 
two  general  heads ;  firft,  of  trimes  committed  before 
l»s  acceptance  of  the  conflitution ;  fecondly,  of 
enmes  committed  after  his  acceptance  of  the  confli- 
tution. The  evidence  was  compofed  of  interroga- 
tories put  to  the  accufed  himfelf,  and  of  do- 
cuments charged  to  have  been  written  with  his  pri- 
vity and  concurrence.  The  charges  before  his 
acceptance  of  the  conflitution  he  fucceffively  an- 

•  See  Clery. 
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c  ma  r.  fwered,  by  declaring  what  every  hearer  well  knew* 
Wv->»/  that  the  power  then  veiled  in  him  authorized  die 
*****      fereral  a£b,and  confequtatly  couldnow  be  nofubjed 
of  queftion:  the  accufations  for  ccftidud  fubfequent 
to  the  acceptance  he  either  (hewed  to  be  agreeable  to 
his  conftitutional  powers,  or  denied  to  be  fuch  as 
were  reprefented.    In  every  particular  cafe  he  pro- 
tected he  had  afted  according  to  the  bed  of  his 
judgment  for  the  good  of  his  fubje&s.    The  allega- 
tion of  confpiracy  with  the  enemies  of  his  codhtry 
^  Ij^       he  firmly  denied.    The  written  evidence  on  which 
**j£c^      he  was  accufed  contained  neither  proof  nor  grounds 
<»■*»         for  probable  preemption  that  he  was  culpable, 
much  lefs  guilty :     the  affertions  refted  upon  £o 
evidence  *.     When  the  charge  for  the  profecution 
was  finifhed,  the  king  applied  for  penniffion  to  be 
allowed  counfel.    Various  emigrants  f,  informed 
of  the  charges*  proffered  exculpatory  teftimony: 
Jjouis's  judges  would  hear  no  evidence  but  on  one 
£de  :^  the  accufation  was  totally  unfupported  by 
proof*    His  defence  was  conduced,  firftbyhuo* 
felf,  with  great  magnanimity  and  ability,  and  after- 
wards by  his  counfel.    It  was  glaringly  manifeft, 
that  his  accufers  had  totally  failed  in  making  out 
„    their  cafe ;  that  there  was  not  a  fhadow  of  fbunda* 
tion  to  juftify  an  arraignment,  much  left  evidence 

•  For  the  proof  of  this  aflertion  we  refer  to  the  reports  of 
the  trial, 

f  Lally  Tollendal,  Bertrand,  Ndrbon,  Caza'es,  and  JJou- 
fltef  offered*  at  the  rifle  of  their  lives,  to  go  to  Paris,-  and  bear 
teflimony  to  the  faJfity  of  the  principal  charges  agafnft  the  king, 
wherein  they  refpe&tvely  were  faid  to  have  been  agents. 
Otridge's  Annual  Regiiter,  1793. 
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to  authorize  a  penal  fentence,  even,  agaiaft  the 
meaoeft  fubjed.  Before  judgment  was  pafied,  it  was 
propofed  to  appeal  to  die  people.    The  national      *7** 
convention,  it  was  faid,  was  not  a  tribunal  of  judges,  . 
but  an  affembly  of  lawgivers ;  and  in  affuming  a  judi- 
cial power  they  were  ufurpers.    The  people,  their 
conftituents,  had  not  delegated  to  the  national  cott- 
ventioh  the  power  of  trying  canfes.     This  objection* 
though  unanfwerably  valid,  had  no  weight  with; 
men  determined  *o  commit  murder :  for  the  appeal 
there  were  two  hundred  and  eighty-three,  againft  it . 
four  hundred  and  twenty-four.     It  being  refolved 
by  fuch  a  majority  that  the  king  ftiould  fuffer  pu- 
niihment,  it  wa$  ftrenuoufly  contended  by  one  party 
that  he  Ihould  be  confined,  by  the  other  that  he 
fhould  be  put  to  death.    In  a  meeting  of  feven  hun-  Condwwia. 
dred  the  bloody  verdift  was  paffed  by  a  majority  of  fwcuce. 
five !    The  iniquitous  fentence  being  delivered  after  . 
midnight,  on  the  20th  of-January,  it  was  that  day, 
at  two  o'clock,  announced  to  the  king,  that  the 
following  day  he  was  to  be  executed.     With  un- 
moved countenance  hearing  the  decree  read,  he  fionX/ " 
requefted  permiffion  to  fee  his  family.     The  bar-  Syj*^ 
dened  hearts  of  his  murderers  did  not  refufe  him  .SJjJjJJJ* 
this  laft  boon  ••     He  himfelf  firft  conveyed  to  his 
queen,  filler,  and  children,  the  agonizing  intelli- 
gence.   During  the  difmal  interview,  retaining  his  Lift  inter- 
finnnefa,  he  inculcated  on  his  fon  the  tranfient  na-  EJJfctwi 
ture  of  liiblunary  grandeur  j  called  to  his  mind  what  hitft»ujr- 
his  father  had  been,  and  then  was ;  bid  him  trijft  for 
happinefe  to  that  virtue  and  religion  which  no  human 

♦  Clcry'j  Journal,  * 35. 
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etforts  could  efcce.  Loft  iath*  tiering  tf*fe«il/ 
kfthiin,trufti!ig*tofcehim 
17M*  more.  Prepared  by  confebus  iMocence,  upnt^fr 
nd^  and  piety,  for  racetmgdeathy  neither  guilt  nor 
fear  difturbed  his  reft.  He  flept  foundly  t  titt  fife 
o'clock,  the  hoar  at  which  he  ordered  his  ft&hfci 
vatet  to  awaken  him  for  the  lafttunej.  Hh&mffi? 
he  now  refolved  to  forbear  again  preffiag  to  feb 
aims.  The  bitternefs  of  death  die  tranquil  refigask 
tiba  of  the  chriftian  regarded  with  complacency,;  the 
bitternefs  of  parting  grief  the  brother,  father,  and 
hufband  could  not  endure.  He  fought  from  religion, 
in  his  laft  hours,  that  confolation  which,  ifl  the  2d- 
nkh  of  power,  fplendor,  and  magnificence,  asw«ll 
as  in  humiliation  and  captivity,fhe  had  neve*  faHed  to 
afford.  The  attendance  of  a  clergyman,  a:  favour 
refilled  him  ever  fince  his  imprifonment  in  the  Tem- 
ple by  his  atheiftical  opprefibrs,  was,  at  his  earneft 
intreaty,  granted  him  on  the  day  of  his  maffaere. 
Being  now  afiifted  in  the  external  rites,  as  well  as 
encouraged  in  the  internal  fentiments  of  devotion, 
and  having  opened  his  fbul  to  a  prieft  whofe  fenc- 
tity  Be  revered,  he,  for  a  fliort  interval,  returned  to 
theconcernsof thia  world;  delivered  to  his  faithfulfer- 
vant  his  laft  charges  andcommiflkmsfl  tobeconveyed 

to 

*  CleryV  Journal,  239.        f  Ibid.  24a.        {  XbO. 

g  At  feven  o'clock  (fays  Gery),  the  krogv  coming  out  of  bif 
elbfet,  called  to  me,  and  taking  me  within  the  rtcets  of  the 
window,  faid,  «  Ybtt  w<llgive4iii»fcal  to  my  fon,  .this  rii^  t^ 
the  queen,  and  affure  her  that  it  is  with  pain  I  part  with  it : 
this  little  packet  contains*  the  hair  of  aU  my  family ;  you  will 
give  W  that  too.    Tell  the  queen,  my  dear  children*  and  my 

iEcr, 


REMBf  09  GBORGE  III. 

*o  hfefot%amiftienda.  TheancflfeBgcrsofmur^erat- 
rived;  andhe  was  coodufiedJ&om  the  Temple.  When 
he  was  afcendingthe  fcaffold  his  executioners  feized  ,rt* 
his  hands  in  order  to  tie  them  behind  his  back :  as 
be  was  not  prepared  for  this  hrffc  infult,  he  appeared 
dtfpofed  tx>  repel  it,  and  his  ccmntenance  already 
beamed  with  indignation.  Mr.  Edgeworth,.  his 
ckiieal  attendant,  fenfible  that  refinance  would  be 
vum+  and'  might  expofe  the  royal  fuffierer  to  out* 
K^e^more  tiolent,  intreated  his  fovereign  to  fob* 
ferit  *.  He  prefented  his  hands  to  the  minifteis  of 
bfaod  :  they  tied  them  with  fo  much  force  as  to  call 
forth  another  remonftrance.  He  now  mounted  the 
fcsUfokl  amidft  die  noife  of  drums  :  bound  and  dif* 
figured  as  he  was,  he  advanced  with  a  firm  ftep, 
and  requeftmg  the  drums  to  ceafe,  was  obey- 
ed. He  then,  with  a  fteady  voice  and  in  a  dif- 
tm&  tone,  addrefled  the  people  to  the  following 
purport.  "  Frenchmen,  I  die  innocent  of  all  the 
crimes  which  have  been  imputed  to  me ;  and  I  forgive 
my  enemies.  I  implore  God,  from  the  bottom  of 
my  heart,  to  pardon  them,  and  not  take  vengeance 
on  the  French  nation  for  the  blood  about  to  be 
flied."    As  he  was  proceeding,  the  inhuman  San- 


filler,  that  although  I  promifed  to  fee  them  this  morning,  I 
have  refolved  to  fpare  them  the  pangs  of  fo  cruel  a  feparation  : 
Tell  them  how  much  it  cods  me  to  go  without  receiving  their 
embraces  once  more  2"    Clery  249. 

*  The  words  of  the  pried  were,  "Sire,  this  added  humilia- 
tion is  another  circumftance  in  which  your  majefty's  fufFerings 
refemble  thofe  of  that  Saviour  who  will  foon  be  your  recom- 
pence. 
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c  Bj*  p-  tare  #,  who  prefided  at  die  execution,  ordered  the 


drums  to  beatj>  and  the  executioners  to  perforin 
>7H*  their  office.  The  king's  voice  was  drowned  in  the 
noife  of  drums,  and  the  clamours  of  the  foldiery. 
As  the  fatal  guillotine  defcended  on  Ins  head,  the 
confeffor  exclaimed, "  Son  of  St.  Lotds,  afcend  into 
heaven  !"  The  bleeding  head  was  exhibited  to  die 
populace,  fome  of  whom  (houted,  Vive  la'repub* 
lique!  but  the  majority  appeared  to  be  ftruek  dumb 
with  horror,  while  the  affedion  of  many  led  than 
to  bathe  their  handkerchiefs  in  his  blood.  That 
every  barbarous  infult  might  be  offered  to  die  re- 
mains of  the  murdered  prince,  the  body  was  con- 
veyed in  a  cart  to  the  church-yard  of  St.  Madebine, 
and  thrown  into  a  grave,  which  was  infiantly  filled 
with  quick-lime,  and  a  guard  placed  over  it  till  the 
corpfe  was  confomed. 

The  execution  of  Louis  XVI.  violated  every  prin- 
ciple of  juftice,  and  every  rule  of  law,  which  affords 
fecurity  to  men  bound  together  in  fociety.  By  the 
cftablifhed  conftitution,  and  which  fubfifted  during 
all  the  time  that  he  had  any  power  to  aft,  his  per- 
fon  was  inviolable  t-  By  the  law  of  the  land  he 
was  amenable  to  no  criminal  court :  the  moft  tyran- 
nical of  all  decrees  only,  a  law  paffed  after  the  alleged 
guilt  could  fubjed  him  to  penal  enquiry,  what- 
ever might  have  been  his  crime.  But  if  his  perfon 
had  not  been  by  law  inviolable,  the  affembly  which 
prefumed  to  try  him  was  not  a  competent  court. 
The  national  convention,  even  though  admitted  to 

•  Annual  Regifter,  1795.  f  Chap.^hii. 
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6e  fife  dfcfegatefc  6f  the  people  fairly  chofei**  were 
not  delegate*  biyohd  the  extent  of  their  c6t&+ 
miffloris:  they  wfete  chofeii  by  the  people  as  thehf      ,793' 
fcgiflatitoe  representatives'  only.    In  exercifing  a  ju* 
dicial  powers  they  were  not  a  lawful  tribunal,  but 
a  banditti  of  tdurpfersr  •.     If  thfe  actional  cbnvehtiirif 
hid  bfeen  a  cotnpetent  court,  the  charges  adduced 
were  principally  irrelevant ;  ferae  of  the  a&s  alleged1 
referred,  to  a  period  in  which  *he  cotiftimtion  had: 
beein  different*  and  in  which  Louis  had  (imply  exer* 
died  the  power*  which  were  then  vefted  in  the  king': 
his  former  conduft  they  had  fan&ioned  bycohferring 
on  him  the  fupreme  executive  authority  by  the  new 
cohftitutioii.     Moft  of  the  accufations  againft  him 
fubfequent  to hisacceptance  were  conftitutional ex- 
ertions of  his  prerogative.     The  charges  of  corre- 
fponding  with  emigrants  and  foreign  powers  for  the 
pui^ofe  of  overturning  the  liberties  of  France,  were 
ftippbrted  by  nd  authentic  evidence.     Thus,  a  p£r-  Compiicat- 
fonage  drimihally  refponfible  to  no  French  tribunal,  oflh?plZ 
Was  tried  by  a  fet  of  itien  that  were  not  a  legal  court,  dpi  "fab?" 
for  charges  not  criminal  by  the  law  of  the  land,  if  ^dcce,aad 
proved  ;   or  charges  which,  if  criminal,  were  not 
proved.     Condemned  and~  executed  in  thofe  cif-  An  awful 
cuiriftaiifces,  he  presented  to  France  an  awful  monu-  SX'dSl 
merit  of  the  ferocious  difpbfitiofiby  which  it  was  ^inwand 
now  governed.     The  maflacre  of  Louis  demon-  that  go- 
ftratedtKat'  liberty,  law,  and  juftice,  were  vanifhed  j  f^L 
anckexhibited  the  prevalence  of  a  fyftem  which 
terror  only' could  ipaintain. 

#  This  argument  was  very  forcibly  and  eloquently  employed: 
by  the  conftitutioTialirts  and  Gtfondffts:  againft  the  murderous 
Mountarrr:     See  fpecches  of  the  convention  paffim. 

Vox..  V.  Z  Wljflp 
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While  the  French  government  was  preparing  this 
dreadful  cataftrophe,  it  inftru&ed  its  agent  at  Lon- 
don to  demand  the  virtual  recognition  of  its  efta- 
blifliment  and  authority,  in  the  acceptance  of  an 
accredited  ambaffador.  His  Britannic  majefty,  con- 
fidering  the  prefent  rulers  as  only  one  party,  and 
from  the  rapid  viciffitudes  of  fway,  a  temporary  and 
fhort-lived  party,  in  conformity  to  his  principles  of 
neutrality,  would  nbt  receive  an  ambaffadpr,  becaufe 
fuch  admiffion  would  have  acknowledged  as  the 
rulers  of  France  a  particular  junto ;  and  violated  his 
refolution  and  promife  not  to  interfere  in  the  inter- 
nal affairs  of  France.  But  though  he  would  not 
recognize  the  paramount  fa&ion  of  the  day,  as  the 
firmly  eftablifhed  and  permanent  rulers  of  France, 
yet  while  thefe  powers  did  exift,  and  menaced  Eng- 
land with  hoftility,  he  did  not  forbear  to  repeat 
his  ftatements  of  the  injuries  which  he  had  received, 
and  the  fatisfa&ion  he  demanded ;  and  fince  that 
continued  to  be  refufed,  to  prepare  the  means  of 
enforcing  redrefs.  Chauvelin,  by  the  inftru&ions 
of  the  executive  council,  ftill  perfifted  to  refufe 
fatisfa&ion  for  their  aggreffions,  demanding  the  re- 
cognition of  the  republic,  and  the  acceptance  of 
an  ambaflador.  He  farther  remonflrated  againit 
the  alien  bill,  and  the  naval  and  military  prepa- 
rations, imputed  hoftile  intentions  to  England,  and 
notified  that  if  the  preparations  continued,  France 
would  prepare  for  war.  In  conformity  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  objefts  of  the  decree  of  the  1 9th  of  No- 
vember, .he  intinjated  an  intention  to  appeal  to  the 
people  of  England  againft  the  government.     His 

Britannic 


REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III. 

Britannic  majefty,  perfevering  in  his  former  con- 
dud,  declared  he  would  continue  his  preparations 
until  France  fhould  relinquifli  her  ambitious  aggref-      179h 
lion*.       On  the   24th  of  January  1793,   intelli-  £°^re  of 
gence  arrived  in  London  of  the  melancholy  ca-  the  king  h« 
taftrophe  of  Louis  XVI.     His  majefty  immediately  1'urave 
dir^fted  a  notification  to  be  fent  to  Mr.  Chauvelin,  Britain* 
that  the  chara&er  with  which  he  had  been  inverted 
at  the  Britifh  court,  and  of  which  the  functions  had 
been  fo  long  fufpended,  being  now  entirely  termi- 
nated by  the  fatal  death  of  his  moft  Chriftian  ma- 
jefty, he  had  no  longer  any  public  chara&er  here. 
The  king,  after  fuch  an  event,  could  permit  his  < 

refidence  here  no  longer:  within  eight  days  he 
muft  quit  the  kingdom,  but  every  attention  fhould 
be  paid  him  that  was  due  to  the  chara&er  of  the 
ambaffador  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  which  he 
had  exercifed  at  this  court.  A  negociation  was 
ftill  open  on  the  frontiers  of  Holland,  between 
Lord  Aukland  and  General  Dumouriez>  but  the 
French  perfifted  in  refufing  to  relinquifli  their  in- 
vafion  of  our  allies,  and  in  demanding  the  recog- 
nition of  the ,  republic  ^  which  requifitions  being 
totally  inadmiffible,  matters  were  not  accommo- 
dated. The  French  rulers,  finding  Britain  inflex-  France 
ibty  determined  on  adherence  to.the  rights  of  inde-  *cc,a**inft 
pendent  nations,  by  a  decree  of  the  convention,  Britain  and 
declared  war  againft  Great  Britain  with  acclama- 
tions, and  foon  after  againft  Holland,  which  their 

,  #  See  feries  of  correfpondence  between  Mr.  Chaurelin  and 
Lord  Grenville.  Debrett's  ftate  papers  of  27th  December  1 792, 
to  27th  January  1793,  both  inclufive. 

Z  2  forces 
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forces  were  ready  to  invade.    Britain  and  Holland, 
in  their  own  defence,  returned  a  declaration  of  hofti- 
'793'      litics ;  aad  thus  commenced  the  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  French  republic, 
France  th«        ^he  hoftile  advances  of  France,  and  the  refafed 
fatisfa&ion  for  an  aggreffion  totally  inconfiftent  with 
the  law  of  nations,  and  exifting  treaties  upon  rights 
which  we  were  bound  to  proteft,  combined  with  their 
attempts  to  excite  infurre&ion  in  our  own  country, 
and  followed  by  their  declaration  of  war,  render  h 
evident  that  the  French  were  the  aggreffors,  and  that 
Britain  had  a  juft  right  to  go  to  war.     The  ex- 
pediency of  that  mcafure,  however,  is  a  different 
queftion,  and  perhaps  few  fubje&s  have  occurred 
'.       m  political  hiftory,  which  have  produced  ftronger 
arguments  on  both  fides ;  in  which  men  of  the 
moft  patriotic  hearts,  and  wifeft  heads,  df ew  more 
oppofite   conclufions,    according  to   the  light  in 
which  they  viewed  this  immenfe  and  complicated 
fubjeft.     Never  was  there  a  queftion  in  which  can- 
dour, founded  on  cool  and  compreheniive  refle&ion, 
examining  the  mafs  of  evidence  and  reafpning  on 
both  fides,    would    more  readily    allow  laudable 
and  meritorious  motives  to  total  diverfity  of  opinion 
and    conduflr.        Yet  never    did  there   occur  a 
conteft  in  which  party  zeal  generated  more  ilBberal 
conftru&ions,  and  more  malignant  interpretation  of 
intentions, 
opinion  The  fentiments  of  Britons  on  the  fubjefir  of  the 

mentor"     French  revolution,  may  be  divided  into  two  clafles ; 
piftCi«?C       thofe  who  wifhed  the  eftablifliment  in  England  of  a 
fyftem  refembling  the  French  republic,  to  the  utter 
fubverfion  o£  the  Britiflv  conftitution  j  and  thofe 

who, 
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who,  varying  in  their  plans  and  meafures,  defired 
the  prefervation  of  the  Britiih  conftkution.     Moft  of 
the  Britift*  democrats  and  jacobins  were  inimical  to      I793# 
a  war  with  France,  becaufe  it  interrupted  the  com- 
munication by  which  they  expe&ed  to  eftablifh  their 
fevourke  fyftem ;  but  fome  of  them  were  faid  to 
have  rejoiced  at  the  hoftiUlies,  becaufe  they  con- 
oewed  war  would  excite  fuch  difcontent  as  Would 
kad  to  a  revolution.     But  far  was  opposition  to  the 
wir  from  being .  confined  to  democrats?  jacobin** 
aad  the  enemies  of  our  polity.     Of  thofe  who 
disapproved  of  ho'ii-lmes,    many,   in   the  general 
tenor  of  their  conduct,  evinced  themfelves  the  firm 
friends  of  conftitutional    liberty,   and    monarchy; 
They  fought  the  fame  ends,  the  prefervation  of  the 
Bririfli  conftkution,  and  the  maintenance  of  Britkh 
fecurity,  but  deemed  them  attainable  by  peace  ks- 
ftead  of  war.      The  friends  of  the  Brkifli  conditio  Viewl  of 
lion,  both  without  and  within  parliament*  for  an4  guer^'  Fox 
againfl  the  war,  in  a  great  meafure  took  the  ton*  ™*  p»« 
of  opinions  advanced  and  maintained  by  three  of  tilt  on  the ve 
Wgheft  patiiamentary  chara&ers ;  Edmund  Burke,  f/vo^ion, 

Charlea  James  Fox,  and  William  Pitt.     Burke  con-  and  thcu 
.  *  .  war  wi*h 

tinued  to  deem  the  French  revolutionists*  of  every  Franc* 

opinion,  kind,  and  fucceffipn,  the  determined  and 

inveterate  enemies  of  religion,  virtue,  civilization* 

Banners,  rank,  order,   property,  throughout  the  ' 

world  y  and  eagerly  and  refolutely  bent  on  diffemi- 

noting  diforder,vice,  andmifery ;  to  regard  them  as 

purfuing  thefe  ends,  not  only  in  the  ardent  violence 

of  infuriate  paflion,   but  alfo  in  the  principled  and 

fyftematic  conftancy  of  depraved,  but  energetic  and 

powerful  reafon.    He  reckoned  them  totally  incor- 

2  3  rigible     ^ 
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rigiblc  by  any  internal  means ;  and  therefore  ftrenu- 
oufly  inculcated  an  external  force  to  overwhelm  an 
Mcflvs9.3,      aflemblagfe  of  beings,  who,  in  his  eftimation,  unlefs 
Pi!tkiuand  t  conclueredj  would  deftroy  and  devaftate  mankind. 
the  war  on    Long  before*  the  commencement  of  hoftilities  bfc- 
grouodt.      tween  France  and  Germany,  he  had  fuggefted  a 
confederation  of  the  European  powers  for  the  fub- 
jugation  of  men  whom  he  thought  revolutionary 
monfters ;  and  had  uniformly  written  and  fpoken 
to  the  fame  purport.      He  eagerly  promoted  war, 
not  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  fatisfa&on 
for  a  fpecific  aggrefiion,  which,  in  both  plain  and 
figurative  language,  he  defcribed  as  comparatively 
infignificant,  but  for   the  reftoration  in  France  of 
the    hierarchy,    ariftocracy,    and   monarchy,  the 
downfal  of  which,  was,   he  thought^  the  caufe  of 
French  ambition  and  encroachment,   menacing  the 
deftru&ion  of  all  Europe.     Mr.  Burke  defired  war 
;..  with  the  French  revolutionifts,  to  overthrow  the 

new  fyftem,  and  to  crufh  the  new  principles.  Mr. 
Fox  continuing  to  impute  the  increafing  outrages  of 
the  new  votaries  of.  liberty  to  glowing  enthufiafm, 
ftill  conceived  that  the  enthufiafm  would  fubfide  if 
left  to  its  own  operation.  ,  External  force,  he  pre- 
dicted, would  not  only  preferve,  but  increafe  the 
vehement  heat,  which  might  otherwife  cool.  The 
recent  experience  of  the  effetts  of  the  German 
invafion,  confirmed  him  in  this  opinion.  He  thought 
that  an  attempt  to  force  the  eftablifhment  of  mo- 
narchy, would  drive  France  to  become  a  military 
democracy  :  the  projeft  was  unwife,  becaufe  it  was 

*  See  hid  pofthumous  works,   memorial  written  in  autumn, 
I 79I.  , 

zmpra&icable 
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impraSicable  in  its  objeft,  as  well  as  pernicioifs  in  chap. 
its  means.  Criminal,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  as  the  French  %^-^u 
republicans  were  in  their  various  confifcations  and  I793# 
maflacres,  ra$d  in  the  murder  of  their  king,  their 
a£Vs  were  no  crimes  againft  England ;  if  the  French 
nation  choofe  to  abolifh  exifting  orders,  and  to  an- 
nihilate monarchy,  they  were  not  invading  the  rights 
of  England  ;  fuch  a  purpofe  of  going  to  war  was 
totally  unjuft ;  our  efforts  would  fpill  the  blood  of 
our  brave  countrymen,  would  overwhelm  us  with 
additional  debts ;  we  might  wage  war  year  after 
year  againft  France,  as  againft  America ;  we  fhould 
make  no  progrefs,  we  fhould  in  the  end  be  obliged 
to  conclude  a  peace,  recognizing  the  form  of  go- 
vernment which  fhould  then  beeftablifhed  in  France. 
The  aggreffions  alleged  againft  the  French  were  too 
inconfiderable  to  juftify  war  as  a  prudent  meafure, 
and  if  thefe  were  the  fole  caufes  of  conteft,  they 
friight  be  eafily  comptomifed,  were  Britain  in  ear* 
neft.  We  ought  to  receive  an  ambaflador  from  the 
ruling  powers  of  France,  becaufe  they  were  the 
ruling  powers  *.  With  all  foreign  nations  we  con- 
fidered  neither  the  hiftory  of  the  eftablifhment,  nor 
the  juftice  of  the  tenure,  but  the  fimple  fa&  that* 
the  government  with  which  we  treated  was  eftablilh- 
ed ;  fuch  alfo  was  the  conduct  of  other  nation* 
refpe&ing  England ;  France,  Spain,  and  other  mo* 
narchies,  negociated  with  Cromwell ;  England 
pught  now  to  purfue  the  fame  courfe :  we  ought  to  • 
treat  with  thofe  who  poffeffed  the  power  of  doing 
what  we  wanted,  as  for  the  fame  reafons  we  fre- 
quently negociated  with  Algiers,  Turkey,  and  Mo- 

.  *  See  fpeeches  of  Mr.  Fox  on  war  with  France,    in  January 
ifnd  February  1793.     Parliamentary  Debates. 

Z  4  rocco,   r 
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c  h^a  p.  rocco,  however  much  we  reprobated  their  refped- 
v^^y^^/  ive  governments.  Mr.  Pitt  was  far  iron}  coinciding* 
*7'3'  with  Mr.  Burke,  in  propofxng  to  carry  on  a  war 
for  the  restoration  of  the  monarchical  government, 
prance  had  manifefted  fchemes  of  unbpunded  ag- 
grandizement?  attuaily  invaded  our  allies,  and 
declared  her  refolution  to  encourage  revolt  in  other 
countries.  By  the  reciprocal  a&ion  and  readiox\ 
of  her  principles  and  power,  fhe  fought  the  unlimit- 
ed extension  of  both*  Attacking  us  in  fuch  a  dik 
pofition,  and  with  fuch  views,  fhe  compelled  us  to. 
go  fo  war  for  the  repreffion  of  principles,  and  the 
jedu&ion  of  power  endangering  our  fecurity,  Wc 
ought  net  to  recognize  a  government  confiding 
rnerely  of  a  fa£tion,  and  not  having  the  marks  of 
prpbable  (lability,  in  the  cool  and  deliberate  appro* 
bation  of  the  people.  From  3  party  fo  uncertain 
^nd  changeable,  we  ^id  not  choofe  to  receive  a  re* 
gular  agibai&dor,  as  if  it  were  firmly  fixed  1Q 
(he  fijpreine  power;  but  we  did  treat  with  the 
eliding  government,  The  fource  of  war  was  not 
pur  refufai  to  treat,  as  many  beljeved,  or  pret^ndied 
to  believe,  but  the  refufai  of  the  French  Waders  to 
make  fatisfa&ion  fpr  injuries  and  infuhs.  Not 
the.  melioration  of  monarchy  in  France,  but  the 
fccurity  of  Britain,  being  our  reafon  for  going  to. 
War*  we  {hould  carry  on  hoftilijties.  no  longer  than 

*  See  Mr.  Burke's  two  memorials,  written  relpecli*eljr  in 
November  1792,  and  October  1793,  publifhed  in  hh  pofthu* 
mous  works ;  and  alfo  ljis  regicide  peace,  wberejn  he/,fe*erejy 
cenfures  the  obje&s  of  the  aj)ie$,  and  die  little  confidence  they, 
repotediu  the  emigrants. 
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we  were  in  dfjpgey  frs&i  &e  conduct  and  djfpofitkmp 
of  Frap^e.     As  &e  rpppbUcgps  and  democrats 
in  oppp&lg  the  war^  coincide  4  with  Meffrs.  Fox,  xi^cS* 
Erfcia*,  Sheridan,  W  Pthe?  able  men  who  were  J^J™* 
inirjxicai  to  hQitilitigg,    o^  patriotic   and  conititu-  party  and 
tional   grounds,,  many  of  the    other  party  claf-  S>ptriu.a 
fed   them,   and    more    affefted    to    clafs  them,  S^i 
with  democrats  and  jacobins.     As  on  the  other  £°u{£ 
hand,  the  votaries  of  war  were  prefumed,   by  its  umier 
opponents,  to  feek  the  re-eftablifliment  of  defpot-  imprefioot, 
ifm  in  France,  they  were  called  crufaders   againft  J^Jj^ 
liberty.      On  the  one  fide  party  zeal  represented  "**»*• 
Meflrs.  Burke  and  Pitt,  and  their  refpe&ive  ad- 
herents, as  the  abettors  of  tyranny ;  on  the  other, 
Mr.  Fox    and  his  adherents  as  the    abettors   of 
jacobinifm  and  anarchy.      Impartial  hiftory,  view- 
ing the  individual  a&s  and  chain  of  conduft  of 
thefe  three  illuftrious  men,  finds  no  ground*  to 
juftify  fo   injurious  an  opinion  j  but  the  ftrongeft 
reafons  for  concluding  that  they  and  theirifupport- 
crs  and  adherents,  through  different  means,  fought 
the  fame  end,  the  conflitutional  welfare  of  their 
country. 

Many  as  were  averfe  to  war,  both  on  the  con-  pubiit 
ftitutional  grounds  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  on  the  uncon-  g*JI£btt 
ftitutional  grounds  of  democrats  and  jacobins,  that  £  war  with 
great  engine  of  politics  in  a  free  country,  public 
opinion,  was  on  the  whole  favourable  to  hoftilities. 
A  fenie  of  the  a&ual  aggreffion  of  the  French  re- 
public ;  but  much  more  the  alarming  apprehenfion 
of  French  principles,  rendered  the  country  defirou* 
pf  a  total  interruption  of  communication    with 
prance.     It  was  not  the  war  of  the  court,  of  the 

minifters, 
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chap,  minifters,  of  the  privileged  orders ;  it  was  a  WAit 

U     /      f  OF     THE    GREAT    MAJORITY    OF   TftE    PEOPLR  OF 

lnrfed.rmg  BRITAIN,     In  DECLARING  WAR  AGAINST  FRANCE 

waragainft  W    FEBRUARY    I7Q1,    HIS    BRITANNIC    MAJESTY 

Prance,  the  « 

king  (poke  SPOKE   THE   VOICE   OF  THE   BRITISH   NATION. 

inc  voice  of 
|ke  nation* 
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CHAP.    LI. 

fibjeBs  of  Britain — -the  repreffton  of  French  principles,  and 
the  prevention  if  French  aggrandizement. — Sir  John 
Scott  the  attorney  general  introduces  a  bill  for  preventing  -* 
traitorous  correfpondence—  arguments  for  and  again/f— 
modified,  paffes  into  a  law. —  Motion  for  peace. — Reafonings  . 
of  Mr.  Fox  refptcling  the  war  and  its  probable  effecls, — 5 
The  proportions  are  negatived  by  unprecedented  majorities. — 
Mr.  Sheridan  propofes  an  enquiry  into  the  alleged  fedition.— 
His  motion  rejecled. — Motion  for  parliamentary  reform  by 
Mr.  Grey — arguments  for. — Mr.  Whitbread. —  Argu- 
ments againj}. — Propofttion  reprobated  as  peculiarly  un* 
feafonahle  atfuch  a  period — and  rejecled. — State  of  com* 
mercial  credit,  and  caufes  of  its  being  affeBed. — Mr.  Pitt 
propofes  an  advance  of  public  money  on  thefecurity  of  mer- 

'  cantile  commodities. — The  proportion  is  adopted,  and  revives 
mercantile  credit. — Eaft  India  company's  charter  on  the  eve 
of  expiration.— Mr.  Dundas  prefents  a  mafterly  view  oftht 
profperity  of  India  under  the  prefent  fyftem.—He  propofe$ 
the  renewal  of  the  charter.— His  plan  is  pajfed  into  a  law. 
• — Meafures  adopted  to  render  Britijh  India  farther  pro- 
ductive.— Plan  of  agricultural  improvement. — Sir  John 
Sinclair — enquiries  of  in  Scotland  and  England. — Refult 
that  agriculture  is  not  understood  andpraBiced  in  proportion 
to  the  capability  of  the  country— propofes  the  eftablifbment  of  a 
board  of  agriculture — the propofal adopted, — Lord  Rawdon*s 
motion  rejpecling  debtors. — lncreqfe  of  the  army  and  navy. 
s —National  fupplies. — A  loan. — Taxes. — Seffion  clofes.—- 
Commencement  of  campaign  \>]y$.~~French  invade  Holland 
—reduce  Breda.— Hundart  and  Gertruydenburgh  fur  ren- 
der.— Dumouriez  befieges  Williamjladt  and  Maeflreight. — 
The  Briti/b  forces  arrive  in  Holland.— The  French  raife 
tbeftege  of  Willutmftadt.—Attacled  by  the"  Auflrians  at 

Winden 
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Winden — defeated. — French  generals  accufe  each  other.— 
Dumruriez  evacuates  the  Netherlands — difapproved  by  the 
convention — -privately  propofes  to  make  peace  with  the  allies 
and  re/lore  monarchy— -fufpected  by  the  French  government -~ 
-  Jummoned  to  return  to  Paris  to  anfwer  for  his  conduct — 
founds  the  difpcfitions  of  the  army— finding  them  unfavour* 
able,  deferts  to  the  Au/lrians. 

'T'he  grand  purpofes  of  the  Britifh  government  in 
its  conduft  refpe&ing  France  were  to  reprefs 
oh'aV'f  ^  opera**011  °f  revolutionary  principles  in  this 
Great  Bii-  country,  and  to  prevent  the  French  fyftem  of  ag- 
thcnI7prcf-  greffion  and  aggrandizement  from  being  longer 
FrTnchprin.  carried  into  fuccefsful  execution  on  the  continent. 
cipies  and     jn  this  two-fold  objedt  originated  the  meafures  of 

the  prcven-  #  J  ° 

tion  of        external  policy  adopted  by  parliament  during  the 
i randiw-     remainder  of  the  feffion,  and  alfo  fome  of  thofe  that 


•were  confined  to  internal  regulation. 

War  having  been   declared  againft  a  foreign 

country,  it  was  obvioufly  expedient  to  prevent  cor- 

refpondence  between  Britifh  fubje&s  and  the  hoftile 

llot^hc     F^ty*     To  render  this  prohibition  effectual,  Sir 

attorney-      John  Scott,  attorney-general,  on  the  15th  of  March 

SSodwei  *  introduced  a  bill  for  preventing,  during  the  war,  all 

traitorous,  correfpondence  with  the  king's  enemies. 

The  law  of  treafon  was  founded  upon  a  ftatute  of 

the  35th  of  Edward  III.  which  had  been  the  fubjeft 

of  legislative  expofitioa  m  difiereat  laws,  e&a&ed 

fince  that  period.     The  a&s  declared  treasonable  in 

that  ftatute    were  principally   reducible    to    two 

heads  * ;  to  compafc,  that  is,  to  intend  or  project 

the  king's  death  j  to  levy  war  agamft  the  king,  and 

*  See  vol.  Si.  332. 
^  to 


bill  for 

preventing 

traitorous 

•orrefpond- 
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to  abet  or  affift  his  enemies.    Since  thaf  periott,  6  *  a  p. 


during  wars,  paftiament  had  repeatedly  pafled  laws 
which  applied  the  general  principle  to  the  exiftmg  t79p 
cafe  j  by  fpecifically  prohibiting  adherence  or  affift- 
ance  to  nations  at  enmity  with  our  fovereigH** 
Agreeably  to  the  original  ftatute^  and  the  confe- 
quent  explanatory  a&$  the  prefent  bil)  was  framed. 
Former  laws  had,  infueh  circumftances,  prohibited  £1*^*** 
Britifh  fubje&s  from  fending  military  (lores,  arms,  ■*«»•■ 
ammunition,  and  provifion,  of  various  enumerated 
kinds.  The  prefent  bill,  befides  interdicting  thefe 
articles,  prohibited  purchases  of  French  fbnds  of 
French  lands.  The  reafon  of  this  prohibition  was* 
that,  as  the  French  government  propofed  to  carry 
on  war  againft  this  country  by  the  fale  of  lands* 
Britifh  fubje&s,  if  allowed  to  purchafe  fuch  land 
would  not  only  feel  an  intereft  in  the  property  which 
they  had  thus  acquired,  but  furnifli  the  enemy  with 
the  means  of  carrying  on  war  againft  ourfelves.  It 
was  further  propofed  that  no  perfons  fhould  be 
allowed  to  go  from  this  country  into  France,  with- 
out a  licence  under  his  majefty's  great  feal;  and  that 
their  negleSt  of  this  claufe  Ihould  be  deemed  a  mif- 
demeanour ;  and  that  no  perfons,  though  fubje£U 
of  this  country,  coming  from  France,  fhould  be  al- 
lowed to  enter  this  kingdom  without  a  paflport  of 

*  An  aft  had  paffed  in  the  reign  of  Queen  A  fine,  to  prevent 
all  traitorous  correfpondence,  which  prohibited  any  pcrfon  from 
fupplying  the  enemies  with  arms,  naval  or  military  ftores,  or 
from  going  x>ut  of  the  kingdom  to  the  enemy's  country  without 
licence.  A  fimilar  a&  of  William  and  Mary  had  carried  the 
regulation  farther  ;  it  prohibited  good*  and  merchandizes  of 
•very  fort.    See  Statutes  at  large, 

licence, 
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char  licence)  or  giving  to  a  magistrate  fuch  fecurity  as  he 
o^v^>  fliould  require.     The  laft  regulation  was  to  prevent 
*"**•      the  infurance  of  veffels  which  fliould  traffic  with 
France* 

The  bill  was  oppofed  as  inconfiftent  with  the 
treafon  laws  of  Edward  III.  the  principles  of  the 
Britifh  conftitution,  with  juftice  and  commercial  po- 
licy. The  provifion  againft  Englishmen  returning 
to  the  country,  was  the  beftowal  of  a  power  on  the 
king  to  banifh,  during  the  war,  every  Britifh  fubjeft 
now  in  France.  Though  he  might  return,  in  cer- 
tain cafes,  by  giving  fecurity,  who  were  to  be  the 
judges  of  the  amount  of  that  fecurity.?  This  was 
to  be  left  to  a  magiftrate  :  here  one  man  was  to  be 
put  under  the  difcretion  of  another,  who  might  ren- 
der his  return  impoffible,  by  exafting  fecurity  to  an 
amount  that  could  not  be  given  *.  The  jeftri&on 
upon  the  purchafe  of  lands  was  reprefented  as  ex. 
tremely  impolitic :  it  was  alleged  to  be  founded 
upon  an  abfurd  fuppofition,  that  Britons  having 
..  here  the  mod  permanent  •  fecurity  for  their  tnoney, 
would  fend  their  capital  to  France,  where  they  could 
have  no  fecurity.  Frenchmen,  on  the  other  hand, 
found  property  expofed  to  the  revolutionary  grafp 
in  their  own  country ;  and,  to  efcape  fpoliation,  had 
fent  many  and  large  fums  of  money  to  Britain  to  be 
vefted  in  our  funds,  and  alfo  great  quantities  of 
other  precious  moveables :  as  proscription  advanced 
they  muft  wifh  to  fend  more  to  the  place  of  fafety. 
If  the  prefent  regulation  were  adopted,    France 

*  See  fpceches  of  Mcffrs.  Erfkine  and  Fox.    Parliamentary 
Dt  bates,  1793. 

would 
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Would  no  doubt  follow  the  example :  we  ftiould  chap. 
reader  her  government  the  moft  effential.  fervice,  v^-v^/ 
by  forcing  Frenchmen  to  employ  their  money  in      **«- 
their  own  funds.    Inftead,  therefore,  of  preventing, 
as  propofed,  the  efflux  of  money  to  the  country  of 
our  enemies,  we  would  prevent  its%  influx  into  our 
own  ;   and  by  the  projefl:  of  withholding  refources 
from  the  enemy,  we  fhould  add  to%  his  ftrength.  The 
bill  was  defended  as  conformable  both  to  the  gene- 
ral law,  and  to  fpecial  ads  paffed  in  periods  of  war. 
The  particular  provifions  mod  ftrongiy  combatted 
were  fupported  as  neceffary  in  tKe  precife  and  fpe- 
cific  nature  of  the  prefent  war  ;   the  circumftances 
in  which  it  was  founded,  and  the  projected  refources 
of  the  enemy.     After    many    debates*  the  two 
claufes  moft  feverely  reprobated,  concerning  the 
return  of  Britifh  fubje&s,  and  the  purchafe  of  pro- 
perty in  France,  were  abandoned.  -  Undergoing  Modified,  it 
thefe  important  changes,  and  feveralmuch  lefs  ma-  {aW.c8mt0* 
terial  modifications,  the  propofed  bill  was  paffed 
into  a  law. 
Repeated  motions  were  made  in  the  houfes  of  Motbni  for 

peace. 

parliament  in  order  to  procure  peace.  Of  thefe  the 
moft  important  was  a  propofition  of  Mr.  Fox,  after 
the  firft  fuccefles  of  the  allies,  and  the  retreat  of  tha 
French  armies  from  the  Netherlands  *.  Intelligence 
having  arrived,  that  the  French,  leaving  the  fcenes 
of  recent  invafion  and  aggreffion,  had  retired  within 
their  ancient  frontiers  j  Mr.  Fox,  profefling  to  con- 

*  The  hiftorical  narrative  of  thefe  events  is  fomewhat  fubfc- 
queot :  I  here  only  mention  a  refult  on  which  Mr.  Fox  founded 
part  of  his  reafoaing. 

aider 
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&&#&<!  #rot*&f  e&jeftsof  ffie*Sir  asiiow  attiiftwf, 
propofed  iaeiujuiry  into  the  reafon  of  its  comim** 
*ric6 $  aftd  moved  aii  addrefe  to  his  majefty  praying 
hirrt  to   make  peace,    Suppofmg,  for   thte  fake 
o7m^f'uV   of  ztgnmeht,  the  prefent  a  juft,   prudent,  and 
pedkn^r  fteoeflary  war  at  thd  beginning,  he  contended  that 
J,rtdTa?n"d  **  alleged  reafons  no  taiger  earifted*    Holland, 
iu  effeai.     our  ally^  was  not   iiow  dxpofed  to  any  attack  r 
France  would  willirigly  purchafe  pbace  by  infuring 
the  continuance  of  that  fafety,  whereas  he  was 
afraid  perfeverance  in  carrying  on  war  along  with4 
the  combined  powers,  would  again  .expofe  her  to 
danger.     The  French  had,  no  doubt,  manifefted 
defigns  of  aggrandizement,  but  thefe  had  arifen 
from  the  fuccefsful  repulfion  of  confederate  attack* 
Befidcs,  mult  England  go  to  war  with  every  conti- 
nental power  that  perpetrates  injustice  ?    Was  not 
the  condud  of  the  partitioned  of  Poland  equal  in 
infamy  and  iniquity  to  the  aggreffions  of  France? 
Were  the  people  of  England  to  fttffer  all  the  mifo- 
ries  of  war  becaufe  the  people  of  France  wdre  un«* 
juft,  wheh  that  injuftice,  be  it  tvef  fi>  atrt>cious»  was 
violating  no  right  of  EnglUhmen  ?    They  had,  in- 
deed threatened  the  fecurity  of  his  majefty's  allies  j 
but  now  confined*  within,  their  oWn  temtoriesjthey 
were  occupied  ill  defending  their  frontiers  agabft 
the  combined  powers.    The  danger  apprehended 
from  thfcir  fonder  conqueft  was  no  longer  a  fubjeft 
of  juft  uneafulefe  and  alarm.    The  French  were,  at 
prefent,  in  great  internal  confufion  and  diftrefs j 
and  Britain  could  form  no  views  of  aggraftdizemdat 
from  the  fituatiori  of  her  adverfary.    Even  tf ere 
juiti^y  and  humanity  out  of  the  queftion,  would  po- 
1  licy 
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Jicy  and  prudence  authorize  this  country  to  feize  cha,f. 
the  pofleffions  of  France  ?  What  advantage  could  v.^j 
we  derive  from  promoting  the  conquering  and  en-  I7$* 
croaching  plans  of  other  powers  ?  Having  driven 
France  from  the  territories  of  her  neighbours,  for 
whatpurpofe  were  we  to  perfevere  in  a  war,  unlefs 
to  invade  her  dominions  ?  If  we  did  make  an  inroad 
into  her  territories,  could  fuch  a  movement  Tie  to 
attain  our  profeffed  obje&s,  fecurity  and  defence  t 
By  continuing  the  war'  we  fliould  manifeft  an4nten- 
tion  of  either  difmembering  her  empire,  or  interfer- 
ing with  the  government  which  her  people  chofe  to 
eftabliih.  Thefe  objeds  our  government  had  uni- 
formly difavowed,  and  the  declared  ends  of  hoftiii- 
ties  had  been  compaffed.  The  moft  ^favourable 
feafon  for  offering  peace  -was  in  the  midft  of  fuccefs; 
when  the  enemy  were  fufficiently  humbled  to  feel  — 
the  svils  of  war,  without  being  driven,  by  the 
haughtinefs  of  the  conquerors,  to  defperate  efforts, 
which  nught  turn  the  tide  of  vidory.  Thofe,  who 
calculated  probable  exertions  of  men  fighting  for 
conceived  liberty  and  independence  by  the  ufual 
courfe  of  military  events,  fundamentally  erred  in 
expeding  fimilar  effeds  from  totally  diflimilar 
caufes.  Infpired  by  fuch  animating  motives,  men 
had,  in  all  ages  ajid  countries,  difplayed  valour, 
prowefs,  and  policy,  aftonjfhing  to  the  red  of  man- 
kind. Preffed  by  continued  and  invading  war, 
which  excited  fuch  motives,  the  ardent  fpirit  and 
inventive  genius  of  the  French  would,  Mr.  Fox  pre- 
dicted, no  lefs  exert    themfelves;   we   should 

DRIVE    THEM    TO    BECOME    A    MILITARY     REPUB- 
LIC Let  us  therefore  endeavour,  while  opportunity 
Vox-  .V.  A  a  wa* 
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e  it  A  f.  was  favourable,  to  procure  aft  honourable  and  ft- 
i2~J^j  cure  peace.  To  this  a  common  objection  b, 
*w#  trfth  whom  ftall  we  treat  ?  The  anfwer  is  obT 
vious:  with  any  men  who  poffefs  the  power  of 
doing  what  we  want :  the  French  are  defirous  of 
peace,  and  die  prefent  rulers  are  as  competent  to 
conclude  peace  as  to  carry  on  war.  Shall  we  beat 
Jpeace  with  none  whofe  form  of  government  we . 
ftiaH  not  have  previoufly  approved  ?  We  have  for- 
merly made  peace  with  tyrants ;  not  becaufe  we 
approved  their  maxims  and  conititution  of  govern- 
ment, but  becaufe  they  had  the  power  of  making 
and  obferving  conventions.  Peace  with  any  ruler 
or  rulers  implies  approbation  of  their  charader  no 
more  than  of  their  government.  The  French  re- 
publicans have  been  guilty  of  cruelty  and  atrocious 
murders  ;  fo  was  Louis  XIV.  No  Britifh  ftaiefcnan 
refufed  to  treat  with  the  bigotted  banHher  of  Us 
moft  valuable  fubjeds,  nor  with  the  fanguinary  <fe- 
vaftator  of  unoffending  provinces. '  The  ftatefman 
treats  not  with  the  virtue  *  but  with  the  power  of 
another  party;  and  in  expecting  performance,  looks 
for  his  beft  fecurity,  not  in  the  integrity  but  them* 
tereft  of  the  contra&or.  Thefe  were  the  arguments 
by  which  Mr.  Fox.  inculcated  the  reft  oration  of 
peace  ;  and  this  was  the  ftr&in  of  reafcaing  which 
he  and  other  votaries  of  amity  employed  repeatedly 
at  various  ftages  of  the  conteft  f. 
Mcflw.  Pitt  In  oppofing  the  addrefs,  Meffrs.  Burke  andHtt 
^JofeUMr.  ^g11^  conformably  to  the  different  view*  *Mch 
dHTc^t      f^cy  ^  rc*Pea*vcty  adopted  concerning  thse  Reach 

poundu  *  Parliamentary  Debates,  17th  June,  IT9J. 

f  Sec  alfo  bit  Letter  to  the  eledors  of  Weflminfter. 

revolution 
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revolution  and  the  Win  Mr*  Pitt  perfeVered  in  c  ha  *. 
urging  the  imprafifeaKlity  of  any  treaty  with  the  v^i^w 
perfons  that  at  prefent  eaceroifed  the  government  of  *79S. 
France  $  and  in  fuppotting  his  pofition,  exhibited  a 
very  eloquent  view  of  thei*  Individual  and  collective 
atrocities:  therefore  he  would  not  twatwiththemww;. 
Reprobating  the  Fre&ch  principles  at  manifested  in 
their  prefent  operation,  he  ft2i  difavowed  every  de- 
figft  of  forcible  interference  in  the  internal  govern- 
ment df  France :  he  fought  only  fecurity.  This 
fecurity  was  to  be  effected  in  one  of  three  modes : 
firft,  by  obtaining  an  affurance  that  the  principles 
fhould  no  longer  predominate  ;  Secondly,  that  thofe 
Who  were  now  engaged  in  them  fhould  be  taught  that 
th^y  were  impra&icable,  and  convinced  of  their  owti 
want  of  power  to-tarry  them  into  execution ;  or, 
thirdly,  that  the  iffue  of  the  prefent  war  fhould  be 
foch  a&»  by  weakening  their  power  of  attack,  fhould 
ftrengthen  our  power  of  tfefiftance.  Without  thefe 
we  might  indeed  have  an  armed  truce,  a  temporary 
fufpettfion  of  hoftilities,  but  no  permanent  peace ; 
no  folid  fecurity  to  guard  us  againft  the  repetition 
ofnqory  and  the  renewal  of  attack.  The  prefent 
fiiuatron  of  affairs  not  being  fuch,  in  Mr.  Pitt's  efti- 
mation,  as  to  fedmit  thefe  means  of  obtaining  Fecti- 
ifey*  he  and  his  votaries  oppofed  the  addrefs  for  the 
<tifcohfiktuance  of  the  ww.  Mr.  Burke  dearly  and 
eiprefsly  combatred  the  principle  alerted  by  Mr. 
Fox,  that  England  had  no  right  to  interfere  with 
die  internal  government  of  France.  If  (he  faid)  by 
the  fubverfion  of  sll  law  and  religion,  a  nation  adopts 
a  malignant  fpirit  to  produce  anarchy  arid  mifchief 
in  other  countries,  it  is  the  right  of  all  nations  to  go 
A  a  a  to 
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to  war  with  the  authors  of  fuch  attempts.    In  (up- 
port  of  this  do&rine  he  quoted  the  authority  of 
«?93-      Vattel,  who  lays  down  a  pofition,  "that  if  any 
nation  adopt  principles  maleficent  to  all  government 
and  order,  fuch  a  nation  is  to  be  oppofed  from 
principles  of  common  fafety."    This  was  the  fpirk 
of  France ;  and  what  was  to  keep  the  efie&s  of  it 
from  England  ?    War,  and  nothing  elfe  :  therefore 
war  with  the  French  republic,   on  account  of  berftf- 
tern  and  principles >  Mr.  Burke  recommended  j  and 
explicitly  declared  his  opinion,  that  while  the  exit- 
ing fyftem  continued,  peace  with  France  was  totally 
The  pro       inadmiffible.     The  propofed  addrefs  to  the  king 
rition.arc     was.  negatived  by  a  majority  equally  great  as  that 
by  uoprcce-  which  had  voted  for  the  war;  and  throughoijtthe  na- 
ji«i^ci.ma"    tion  perfeverance  jn  hostilities  was  as   generally 
popular.  * 

Minivers,  and  many  others  who  had  been  for- 
merly inimical  to  their  meafures,  having  expreffcd 
their  conviction  that  there  exifted  in  the.' country 
difpofitions  and  defigns  to  iubvert  the  constitution, 
and  to  follow  the  example  of  the  French  innova- 
tors, Mr.  Sheridan  propofed  that  an  enquiry 
dan  pr-^'fes  fhould  be  inftituted  into  the  alleged  fedition.  He 
fntothciry  decided  his  difbelief  of  the  miriifterial  reprefenta- 
a"c«fd  tions  upon  any  evidence  that  had  been  adduced, 
but  avowed  himfelf  open  to  proofs,  if  fuch  fhould 
be  eilaUifhed :  he  therefore  propofed  a  committee 
of  the  whole  houfe  to  invefligate  the  affertions,that 
it  might  be  afcertairied  whether  there  was  really  a 
plot  againft  the  country,  or  if  it  was  merely  a  falfe 
and  mifchievous  report  to  impofe.on  the  credulity 
of  the  nation  j  to  attach  obloquy  to  the  opponents  of 

adminiftration, 
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adminiftration,  and  to  facilitate  the  continuance  of  c  h  a  p. 

LI 

the  war.  In  anfwer  to  Mr.  Sheridan's  requifition  it  s^^^j, 
was  argued,  that  government  had  not  afferted  the  I793# 
exiftence  of  plots  to  be  eftabliftied  by  proof  for  ju- 
dicial animadverfion,  but  of  a  feditious  fpirit  and 
operations,which  required  deliberativeprecaution  and 
-  the  moft  vigilant  care  to  prevent  them  from  maturing 
into  plots  and  infurre&ions.  From  a  combination 
of  various  and  difconne&ed  circumftances  a  man 
might  receive  a  ftioral  certainty  of  a  general  fa& 
which  ought  to  regulate  his  conduft,  though  he 
might  have  no  proof  of  fuch  a  faft*  fufficient  to 
eftablifh  it  before  a  magiftrate.  The  a&ive  circu- 
lation offeditious  writings,  the  proceedings  and  de-: 
clarations  of  the  innovating  focieties  f ;  the  public 
and  avowed  fentiments  J  ofgreat  numbers  in  favour 
of  the  French  fyftem  as  a  model  for  this  country, 
concurred  in  manifefting  the  exiftence  of  a  fpirit 
which  it  became  the  legiflature  and  government  to 
reprefs ;   and  Mr.  Sheridan's  motion  was  negatived  his  ™<**on 

•  .  °  is  rejected. 

by  a  very  numerous  majority. 

Great  and  powerful  as  the  body  was  which  now 
fupported  adminiftration  in  both  houfes,  the  fmall 
band  which  in  parliament  abetted  contrary  meafures 
was  not  difcouraged  from  perfevering  in  an  oppofi- 
tion  which  appeared  very  unlikely  to  attain  any  of 
their  obje&s  in  parliament  j  and  out  of  parliament 

•  Mr,  Windham's  fpecch  on  Mr,  Sheridan's  motion,  4th 
March  1.793.     See  Parliamentary  Debates. 

f  lb.  fee  ib. 

%  Speech  of  Sir  James  Sander  fon  the  Lord  Mayor.  See 
ib. 
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was  not  gratified  by  that  popularity  which  has  fo 
often  encouraged  and  elevated  parliamentary  mino- 
MoUoVby  ^cs*  Mr.Grey,agreeably  to  the  intimation  which  he 
*£•  Jjjjt  had  given  the  preceding  year  in  the  houfe,  and  to  the 
mentary  promife  which  he  had  made  to  the  friends  of  the  pec* 
pie,  proceeded  in  his  resolution  to  move  a  reform 
in  parliament.  Various  petitions  were  prefented  to 
the  houfe  from  inhabitants  of  towns,  villages,  and 
diftri&s,  both  in  England  and  Scotland,  who  joined 
for  that  purpofe.  Of  thefe,  fome  were  moderate 
and  refpedful,  but  others  wild  and  violent*  One 
petition,  of  a  very  great  length,  vias  read  from  per* 
fons  calling  themfelves  friends  of  the  people*  :  this 
reprefentation,  repeating  the  ufual  arguments,  ci> 
deavoured  to  illuftrate  them  by  fafis  and  inftanceif  i 
and  earneftly,  though  temperately,  urged  a  change. 
Mr.  Grey,  having  prefented  this  petition,  feconded 
Its  prayer  by  a  propofition  of  parliamentary  reform. 
Argument*  JJefides  the  ufual  arguments  which,  on  a  fubjeft  dif- 
cuflcd  fo  often  in  parliament,  muft  aeceffarily  be 

•  Not  the'  affociatlon  of  which  Mr.  Grey  wae  at  the  h«ad, 
but  a  fociety  that  appears  to  have  fprung  from  the  addreffes  of 
that  body. 

f  A  work  was  publithed  about  thi  time,  presenting  an  ab* 
flrad  of  counties  and  boroughs,  efpecially  the  latter*  aflerted  to 
be  in  the  nomination  of  peers,  commoners,  and  the  treasury, 
and  not  of  the  oftenfibk  ele&ors.  The  alleged  refiilt  was,  that 
feventy-one  peers  nominate  eighty-eight,  influence  feventy.fi  vc ; 
that  the  treafury  nominate  two,  influence  five  j  that  ninety-one 
commoners  nominate  eighty -two,  influence  fifty-feven  ;  that  in 
England  and  Wales  the  whole  number  of  members  returned  by 
private  patronage  amounted  to  three  hundred  and  nine*  |ee 
Report  $n  $ie  Jt*e  of  *bt  reprsfaktim,  p*}B/fyd  ty  tbfocxtj  of 
friends  ofthsptopk. 
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repetitions,  and  perfonal  animadverfioi**  on  the  af«  c  h  a  p. 
firmed  change  of  Mr.  Pitt's  conduct,  Mr.  prey  ei>  wir- 
deavoured  to  obviate  obje&ions  to  the  feafonablenefe  *m 
of  the  requifition.  Forcibly  urging  the  vail  maf$  of 
influence  which,  though  before  known  as  a  general 
•fad,  had  never  been  To  explicitly  demonftrated  by 
particular  enumeration,  he  contended  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  influence  in  queftion  was  under 
the  controul  of  minifters  \  that  thence  they  hfd  been 
enabled,  at  different  periods  of  hiftory,  to  eftabliflj 
fyftems  and  executemeafures  which  weretotallyinconT 
fiftent  with  the  country's  good.  Whatever  evils  dx4 
or  might  threaten  our  country,  there  was  no  prevent 
tivefo  certain,  no  fide-guard  fo  powerful!  as  a  pure  N 
and  uncorrupted  houfe  of  commons,  emanating 
fairly  and  freely  from  the  people.  The  national 
debt,  in  its  prefent  accumulation,  was  owing  to  the 
corruption  of  parliament :  had  a  reform  in  the  re» 
pnefentation  of  the  people  taken  place  at  the  con* 
clufion  of  the  peace  of  1 76  $>  this  country  would,in  aty 
likelihood,  have  efcaped  the  American  ipr :  if  it  had 
been  accompliihed  laft  year,  probably  it  would  have 
laved  us  from  our  prefent  diftreflfas*  If  ever  there 
was  danger  to  be  apprehended  by  this  country  from 
the  propagation  of  French  principles,  the  danger  wap 
now  completely  at  an  end.  No  fet  of  Britons,  without 
being  bereft  of  their  feats,  could  after  recent  events 
propofe  the  French  revolution  a*  *  model  for  British 
imitation*  But  were  inch  principles  ever  to  threaten 
danger  ?  the  fureft  w^y  of  preventing  it  from  being 
ferious  was,  by  promoting  the  comfort  and  happi- 
nck  of  &e  people*,  to  gratify  their  reafonable 

9  Mr.  Grey's  fpeech  on  reform,  6th  May  1793.     See  Par* 
&mtntary  Debates* 
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wiflies,and  to  grant  aparliamentary  reform,  which  was 
fo  effentially  neceffary,  and  fo  ardently  defired :  the 
effe&ual  preventive  of  violent  and  forcible  alteration 
Mr.  whit,  was  timely  reform.  This  laft  pofition  was  ftill  more 
brtad-  warmly  urged  by  Mr,  Whitbread.  Metaphyfical 
opinions  (hefaid)  have  never,  in  any  inftance,  pro- 
duced a  revolution  :  the  engine  with  which  Pro- 
vidence has  thought  fit  to  compafs  thofe  mighty 
events  has  been  of  a  different  defcription  :  the  feel- 
ings of  the  governed,  rendered  defperate  by  the 
grinding  opprefSon  of  their  governors.  What 
brought  about  that  great  event  the  reformation  ? 
f  Not  the  theories  or  fpeculations  of  philofophers,  but 
the  impolitic  avarice  and  injuftice  of  the  church  of 
Rome.  What  produced  the  cataftrophe  of  Charles 
the  firft  ?  What  produced  the  revolution  in  this 
country?  The  oppreffions  of  the  executive  go- 
vernment ;  and  to  the  fame  caufe  America'  owes 
her  freedom.  Laftly,  what  produced  the  revolu. 
tion  in  France  ?  The  mifery  of  the  people ;  the 
pride,  injuftice,  avarice,  and  cruelty  of  the  court  •• 
The  great  chara&ers  who  a&ed  in  thefe  different 
fceneshadbutlittlepowerinproducingtheiroccafions. 
.  Luther,Cromwell,  prWafhington,  the illuftriousper- 
fons  who  appeared  at  the  aera  of  the  Englifh  revolu- 
tion, or  the  wildvifionaries  ofFrancecould  neverhave 
perfuaded  the  people  to  rife,  if  they  had  been  un- 
aflifted  by  their  own  miferies  and  the  ufurpations  of 
power.  When  the  feelings  of  men  are  roufed  by 
injury,  then  they  attempt  innovation ;  then  the  doc- 

*  Mr.  Whitbread't  Speech  on  reform.    §ce  ParEamentaiy 
JM*te* 
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trines  of  enthufiafts  find  ready  accefs  to  their  minds*  c  h  a' p. 
This  general  reafoning  was  not  controverted  by  the  s^v-^/ 
oppofers  of  parliamentary  change  in  the'prefent  A  J***^' 
circumftances.  No  one  pretended  to  affert  that  **««<*• 
feafonable  reform  was  not  better  than  perfeverance 
in  profligate  corruption  and  tyrannical  oppreffion  ; 
but  the  exiftence  of  thefe  mifchiefs  was  denied :  no 
evil  had  been  demonftrated  that  called  for  fuch  a 
corre&ive.  The  perfons  affociated  to  petition  for  a 
reform  in  parliament  (their  opponents  faid),  after  a 
year's  confideration,  and,  as  it  appears,  repeated  , 
meetings,  do  not  produce  any  fpecific  plan  what- 
ever ;  it  is  therefore  reafonable  to  infer,  that  they 
have  not  been  able  to  afcertain  the  evil,  much  lefe 
to  produce  a  remedy.  The  fupporters  of  reform 
have  afferted  that  the  national  debt  originated  in  the 
corruption  of  parliament ;  and  that  a  reform  would 
have  prevented  the  many  burdenfome  wars  in  which 
this  country -has  been  engaged  fince  the  revolution. 
Inftead  of  theory  examine  fad :  all  thefe  wars  have 
been  agreeable  to  the  people  j  the  propofers  and 
fupporters  of  them  fpoke  in  unifon  with  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  people.  Was  not  a  great  majority  of 
the  nation  favourable  to  the  wars  of  William  and 
Anne,  for  humbling  the  pride  and  reducing  the 
power  of  Louis  XIV.  ?     Was  not  the  Spanifh  war  ? 

of  1739  popular  ?— undertaken  at  the  exprefs  re- 
quifition  of  the  people,  and  even  contrary  to  the 
known  opinion  of  the  government  ?  Confider  the 
war  of  1 756 :  was  that  unpopular  ?  Never  was 
my  country  engaged' in  a  war  more  univerfally  po- 
pular.  The  American  war  was  equally  approved 
t>y  public  opinion  until  within  a  year  and  a  half  of 

its 
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c  h  a  r  its  eonclufion :  nothing  could  be  more  marked 
v^v^s  than  the  approbation  which  the  public  gave  of  that 
wh     meafure.    No  new  fyfttm  of  reprefentation  could 
have  fpoken  the  voice  of  the  people  more  plainly 
and  ftrongly  than  the  houfe  of  commons  expreffedit 
in  approving  thefe  wars.    That  there  might  be  im- 
proper influence  in  ele&ions  could  not  be  denied ; 
fuch  influence,  however,  arofe  not  from  the  political 
conftitution,  but  from  the  imperfedions,  prejudices, 
and  paffions  of  human  nature.  If  you  are  to  reform, 
The  prep*  begin  with  moral  reform  *  :  but  if  political  reform 
fi<J£tedrti  **  ,wantcc^>  dus  certainly  is  not  the  time  to  agi- 
pccuiiariT    tate  fubjefts  fo  likely  to  inflame  the  paffions  of  the 
Meat  fob  a  people,  and  to  excite  a  public  ferment.    Though 
pfnod'       there  may  be  fome  defeflts,  abide  by  the  conftitu- 
tion  rather  than  hazard  a  change  with  all  the  dread- 
ful train  of  confluences  with  which  we  have  feen 
it  attended  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom.     Thefe 
n£ac&      arguments  made  a  deep  impreffion,  and  the  pro- 
petition  of  Mr.  Grey  was  reje&ed  by  a  very  great 
majority,  as  totally  inadmiffible  in  the  prefent  ftate 
of  affairs,  opinions,  and  fentiments. 
it«tc  of  One  of  the  inoft  important  obje&i  of  parliamcn- 

credit,  and  tary  confideration  during  the  prefent  lemon  was 
Ui££  *'  the  ftate  of  mercantile  credit.  A  fpirit  of  commer- 
cial fpeculation  and  enterprxze  had  been  for  fome 
years  increafing  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  and 
was  now  rifen  to  fuch  an  height,  as  to  threaten 
public  credit  with  very  ferious  danger.  The  circu- 
lating fpecie  being  by  no  means  fufficient  to  aiifwer 
the  very  greatly  augmented  demands  of  trade,  the 

*  The  rcafoning  in  the  text  is  in  fubftancc  taken  from  tie 
fpecch  of  Mr.  Jcnkinfon.  See  Parliamentary  D«bat«,  May  6*, 
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quantity  of  paper  currency  which  was  brought  into  c  ha  p. 
circulation  as  a  fupplying  medium,  was  fo  large  and  v-^v-^> 
^proportionate,  that  a  fcarcity  of  cafh  wasproduced      I7*3" 
which  threatened  a  general  ft  agnation  in  the  commer- 
cial world.  In  confequence  of  the  diftrefs  and  alarm 
which  this  ftagnation  had  caufed,  Mr.  Pittprppofed 
that  a  fele&  committee  fhould  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  fa£b,  and  explore  their  caufes  ;  and  the 
fubjeft   being  inveftigated,  it  was  found  that  the 
embarrafiments  arofe  from  the  precipitation,   and 
not  the  inability  of  Britifh  merchants.     The  multi- 
plication of  paper  currency,  and  fcarcity  of  coin, 
induced  banks  and  bankers  to  fufpend  the  ufual 
discounts  in  expectation  of  which,  merchants  had 
formed  engagements  that  were  far  from  exceeding 
their  property,  but  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  pecuniary 
negotiation,  furpaffed  their  convertible  effe&s.     To  Mr.  Pitt 
extricate  commercial  men  from  thefe  difficulties,  lZ?™cll* 
Mr.  Pitt  propofed  that  government  fliould  advance  ^ ^ThV 
money  on  the  fecurity  of  mercantile  commodities,  fecurity  ?f 

.       ,-J.  ,  '•„  -  ,  mercantile 

by  lfluxng  exchequer  bills,   to  be  granted  to  mer-  comn^u 
chants*  on  the  requifite  fecurity,  for  a  limited  time,  n<?** 
and  bearing  legal  intereft.  Oppoiition  expreffed  their 
apprehenfipns  that  the  propofed  mode  would  be  in« 
effectual,  that  the  failures  arofe  from  the  prefent  rui» 
nous  war,  and  that  every  remedy  but  peace  would  be 
futile.  The  projected  plan,  befides,  would  open  a  path 
to  tbe  moft  dangerous  patronage,  filler  government 
could  afford  or  withhold  the  accommodation  accord- 
ing to  the  political  condu&  of  the  applicant,  Thcfe  The  prop©, 
objections  being  overruled,  the  bill  was  pt&d  into  ado°ptid, 
a  law:  thetenHH»aryembarraflhimt  wa^renioTed}  ^anlli? 
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Another  ftibje&,  of  the  higheft  rommerdal'mag^ 
nitude,  at  the  fame  time  occupied  legilhttfre.-'The' 
charter  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  being:  ohthe  eve 
of  expiration,  a  petition  for  its  renewal  was  preferred 
to  parliament ;  and  on  the  23d  of  April  the  fubjed 
was  taken  into  confideration.     The  very  general 
reception  of  Smith's  commercial  phiiofophy,  efpe- 
cially   his  dodrine  of  free  trade,  and  the  known 
admiration  in  which  Mr.  Pitt,  and  many  of  his  co- 
adjutors and  votaries  held  the  popular  fyftem  of  po- 
litical economy,  had  given  rife  to  expectations  and 
apprehenfions  that  the  exclufive  privileges  of  the  Eaft 
India  merchants  would  laft  no  longer  than  die  period 
which  was  pledged  by  the  public  faith.    Many  fup- 
pofed  that  the  commercial  monopoly  would  be  for 
ever  deftroyed,  and  that  the  trade  to  India  would  be 
opened  to  the  whole  energy  of  Britifli  elhterprize. 
Mr.Dundat  t0  fcrutinize  this  fubje&  was  the  peculiar  depart- 
mnfte.  ty      ment  of  Mr.  Dundas  ;  and  though  thoroughly  ac- 
prof^rous6    quainted  with  the  views  of  theoretical  economifts, 
Sia  unde1""    ^at  ab*e  ™nifler  regarded  the  queftion  as  a  prao 
ihc  prefent    tical  ftatefmaiu     Without  undertaking  to  contro- 
vert the  do&rines  of  fpeculative  writers  concerning 
the  productive  efficacy  of  a  free  trade,  or  even  deny- 
ing the  probability  of  its  profitable  effe&s,  if  es- 
\     tended  to  our  intercourfe  with  India,  he  laid  down 
a  found  and  prudent  proportion,  that  legislators 
ought  not  rafhly  to  relinquish  a  pecfitive  good  inpof- 
*  feffion.for  a  probable  good  in  anticipation.    The 
advantages  which  experience  had  proved  to  accrue 
from  the  prefent  fyftem  wereimmenfe,  varied,  and 
momentous*.    The  flapping  employed  by  the  Eaft 
India  Company,,  amoqnted  to  $i,o6fr  toar;  the 
fcamen  navigating  thofe  Ihips  were  about  feven  thoUf 
9  fand 
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fand  men,  who  had  conftant  employment :  the  raw  chap. 
.materials  importedfromIn4ia,,for  theufe  of  the  home  ^^-y^ 
maaaufaCtures,amounted  annually  to  about^  00,000.  I793> 
Britiih  commodities  annually  exported  to  India  and 
China,  in  the  company's  fliips  exceeded  a  million  and 
4  f  fcshttf Acrliag,  including  the  exports  in  private  trade 
which  were  allowed  to  individuals.  The  fortunes 
of  individual  annually  remitted  frorn  India  amounted 
to  a  million.  "  The  induftry  of  Britain  thus,  (faidMn 
Dundas)  on  the  one  hand  is  imrceafed  by  the  export  of  *  ' 
produce  and  manufactures;  and  the  confumption  of 
thofe  manufactures  enlarged  by  the  number  of  per*- 
fons  returning  with  fortunes  from  India,  or  who  are 
fupported  by  the  trade  and  revenues  of  India;  arid 
on  the  other,  it  is  foftered  and  encouraged  by  the 
import  of  the  raw  materials  from  India,  upon  which 
many  of  xjur  raoft  valuable  manufactures  depend. 
So  that,  on  the  whole,  the  trade  adds  between  fix 
and  feven  millions  to  the  circulation  of  the  country. N 
Such  is  the  benefit  accruing  from  the  monopoly  of 
the  company,  exercifed  under  the  eontroul  of  the 
legiflature.  The  experience  of  nine  years  has  jufti-  • 
fied  this  fyftem !  Britifh  India  is  in  a  ftate  of  prof- 
perity  which  it  never  knew  under  the  moft  wife  and 
politic  of  its  ancient  fovereigns.  The  Britifh  poffet 
fions,  compared  to  thofe  of  the  neighbouring 
ftates  in  the  peninfula,  are  like  a  cultivated  garden 
contrafted  with  the  field  of  the  fluggard*.  The  re- 
venues of  India  have  been  increafed,  and  the  trade 
connected  with  them  is  in  a  ftate  of  progreffive  ini- 
provement.  A  neceffary  war  has  been  conduced 
with  vigour,  and  brought  to  an  honourable  and 
.advantageous  conclufion.    A  fyftem  fo  effectually 

*  See  Parliamentary  debates,  April.^d,  1793. 
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conducive    to    all   its    important  pufpofet;    the 
profperity  of  Britain,  die  weliare  of  India,    its 
*m-     internal  good  government,  and  fecurity  from  fi> 
reign  aggreflbrs,    ought   ftill   to    be    fupporteA 
The  benefits  to  be  derived    from   a  free  trade 
may  be  ftill  greater  ;  but  they  muft  be  contingent, 
whereas  the  prefent  are  certain.    Before  a  change 
can    be    digefted    and    executed    many    great 
difficulties  are  to  be  furmounted.    Would  k  not 
create  an  interruption  in  the  difcharge  or  liquidation 
of  the  company's  debts  ?    Would  it  not  derange 
the  regular  progrefs  of  their  increafing  commerce? 
and  would  there  not  be  aferious  danger,  that  while 
thefe  innovations  were  proceeding,  rival  European 
powers  might  feize  the  occafion,  renew  their  com- 
mercial efforts,  and  divert  into  a  new  channel  thofe 
Hepropofet  ftreams  of  commerce  which  render  London  the 
LmJTSS-  emporium  of  the  Eaftern  trade  ?    On  thefe  prind- 
ur*  pies,  iUuftrated  through  a  vaft  variety  of  important 

detslil,  he  moted  that  the  company's  monopoly 
fhould  be  continued,  under  the  prefent  limits,  for 
twenty  years.  He  farther  propafed  regulations 
tending  to  promote  a  free  trade,  which  ftould  not 
interfere  with  the  company's  charter,  and  fhould 
embrace  only  filth  articles  as  did  not  employ  the 
capital  and  enterprise  of  the  Eaft  India  Company, 
that  fhould  bring  this  furplus  commerce  into  the 
ports  of  London  inffead  of  the  continent  of  Europe, 
to  which  it  had  been  chiefly  diverted  *•  The  moft 
important  meafure  which  he  propofed  for  this  pur- 
pose was,  that  the  company  fhould  annually  provide 

*  See  Sir  George  Dallas's  letter  to  Sir  William  Pttltency,  in 
which  the  origin,  hiftory,  and  nature  of  this  free  trade  is  very  ably 
explained  •  and  the  means  of  making  it  to  centre  in  ftritrJh  potts 
is  clearly  demoaftrated. 

■  *■         ,%  three 
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thirst  thtrafand  torn  of  flapping  for  conveying  to  and 
from  India  fuch  exports  and  imports  as  it  did  not 
fuit  themfefres  to  include  in  their  own  commercial      *79** 
adventures,  that  thus  Britifh  failors  might  be  em- 
ployed in  1U3  private  trade  inftead  of  foreign  failors; 
and  Britifh  fubjefts  might  be  enriched  by  this  em*, 
ployment  of  Britifh  capital  inftead  of  aliens*    After  Tim  pi™  » 
co&fiderable  difcuffion,  the  plan  of  Mr.  Dundas  was  uV 
digeftedintda  law  ;  the  charter  *as  renewed,  and  J£a£j£0 
theclaufes  refpeQing  the  promotion  of  free  trade  render  India 
inferted  into  the  a&.  £&u£*' 


While  commercial  arrangements  fo  much  occu*  piannfapu 
pied  the  attention  of  our  ftatefmen  and  lawgivers,  a  ^t^'. 
kindred  fubjed  wasfubmitted  to  their  confideratioru 
Agriculture  has  never  occupied  a  ihare  of  Iegiilative 
attention  proportioned  to  its  momentous  value  as  a 
branch  of  political  economy,  fince  Britain  became  fo 
eminent  for  manufactures  and  commerce.    This  is 
an  omiffion  the  confequences  of  which  have  been 
often  fatally  experienced  from  recurring  fcarcity  in 
a  country,  hy  the  fertility  of  its  foil  and  the  talents 
of  its  people,  fo  adapted  for  fecuring  plenty.    An 
evil   fo   frequent   was  nattarally    the   fubje&    of 
reiterated  complaint;  but  no  cffe&ual  meafures 
were  employed  to  prevent  it  from  often  occurring 
again.    Among  the  many  ardent  enquirers  into  po-  sir  joK» 
tiocai  economy*  one  of  the  moll  a£Hve  and  indefo-  Sindair- 
tigable  whom  an  age  fupremely  addi&ed  to  fuch 
ftudies  has  produced,  is  Sir  John  Sinclair.    This 
geatlemaa,  of  a  vigorous  aud  acute  underftanding, 
enriched  with  knowledge'  and  methodized  by  erudi- 
tion, had  beftowed  great  iaduftry  of  refearch  on  va*  * 
rious  branches  of  poetical  phflofophy.    He  had 
traced,  inveftigated,  and  prefented  to  the  public,  the 
fciftpry  gf  revenue.    In  the  progrefs  of  his  purfuits, 

agriculture 
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agriculture  prefented  itfclf  to  him  as  an  objeft  »oft 
deferving  of  promotion.    He  law  that  very  iweh 
<79i*      remained  to  be done  ;  but  before  he  could  fet  about 
propofitions  ef  improvement,  he  thought  it  wifeft 
and  raoft  expedient  to  afcertain  the  fads ;  and  there- 
fore fought  information  where  ufeful  information 
Snqttinet  of  was  mofl  likely  to  be  found.  In  Scotland,  his  native 
ji>  Scotland,  counlry^  ^  applied  himfelf  to  the  clergy,  the  beft 

informed  of  any  clafs  of  men  of  fixed  rural  *  refi- 

dence,  and  addreffed  certain  queries  to  the  members 

of  that  numerous   and  refpe&able  body.      Thefe 

queries,  embracing  the  phyfical,  moral,  religious, 

and  political  fituation  of  the  refpe&ive  parifhes,  in 

the  refult  of  the  anfwers  produced  an  immenfe  body 

of  ftatiftical  knowledge  ;  efpecially  on  paftoral  and 

and  Eng-     agricultural  fubje&s.     He  afterwards,  Ms  fyftemati- 

Undm  cally  and  extenfively  executed v  through   different 

Rrfuir,  that  means,  a  fimilar  plan  in  England.     He  advanced, 

SfnM^    however,  fo  far  as  to  afcertain  a  general  fed,  of  the 

FaraifcdTrid  vel7  Mgheft  importance ;  that  though  in  fome  parti- 

iPo°rh^rtio" .  cu*ar  ^r^  improved  methods  of  cultivating  die 

wityofthc   foil  are  pra&ifed,  yet,  in  the  greater  part  of  thefe 

o  n  ry—    kingdoms,  the  principles  of  agriculture  are  not  yet 

fufficiently  understood  ;  nor  arc  the  implements  of 

hufbandry,  or  the  ftock  of  the  farmer,  brought  to 

propoOi  the  that  perfection  of  which  they  are  capable.     To  pro- 

meltttfa     jjaote  fo  defirable  apurpofe,    Sir  John  Sinclair  pro- 

nrictkL    Je&e(*  tlle  eftabhOiment  of  a  board  of  agriculture, 

to  be  compofed  of  gentlemen  perfe&ly  acquainted 

*  From  the  towns  alfo  the  reports  were  extremely  valuable ; 
but  thefe  were  not  all  executed  by  clergy  men*  TKe  moft 
important — the  account  of  the  ci  v  of  Edinburgh,  came  from 
the  pen  of  Mr.  Creech  ;  and  with  tie  Hate  of  the  metropolis, 
very  happily  united  the  progreit  and  variation  of  national 
manners, 

.  with 
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tfhh  the  fubjeS,   and  confiderably  interefted  in  the 

fuccefs  of  the  fcheme,  and  who  ihould  a£t  without 

any  reward  or  emolument.     An ,  addreft  was  pro-       f793- 

4>ofed  to  the  king,  praying  him  to  take  into  his 

royal  confideration  the  advantages  that  might  accrue 

from  fuch  an  inftitution.     His  majefty  direding  the  ?ha^*1 

eftablilhment  of  the  board;  the  commons  voted  the 

neceffary  fums  for  defraying  the  expettces,  and  the 

board  of  agriculture  was  accordingly  eftablifhed  *• 

Certain  diftri&s  of  Scotland,  on  the  coaft,  were 
molefted  with  heavier  duties  upon  coals  than  other 
parts  of  the  country.  This  evil  had  been  often  and 
ftrongly  dated  in  the  ftatiftical  reports ;  and  the 
duty  actually  amounted  to  a  prohibition.  In  the 
North  of  Scotland,  from  the  high  price  of  coals,  the 
people  were  obliged  to  truft  almoft  entirely  to  their 
p*at  moffes  for  a  fupply  of  fuel.  In  preparing  this 
article  a  Targe  portion  of  the  labour  of  that  part  of 
the  country  was  expended,  which  might  be  benefi- 
cially employed  in  fifheries  and  manufa&ures,  and 
by  this  means  a  great  part  was  loft  to  the  revenue, 
which  would  have  arifen  from  the  induftry  of  thd 
inhabitants.  For  thefe  rdafons  Mr.  Dundas  pro- 
posed the  repeal  of  the  dudes  in  queftion ;  and  that 
the  revenue  might  not  fuflfef,  he  moved  certain  im* 
polls  upondiftilled  fpirits, which,  enhancing  the  price 
of  the  article,  would  benefit  health  and  preferve 
morals.  A*  petition  was  prefented  by  the  cities  of 
London  and  Weftminfter,  praying  for  a  repeafof  a 
duty  upon  coals  :  in  the  reign  of  queen  Anne  a  tax 
of  three  fhillings  per  chaldroA  had  been  iiripofed 
upon  imported  coals,  and  the  amoilnt  Was  to  be 

*  See  Otridge's  Amrafrl  Reglftcr,  1793,  chap.  ?▼, 
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applied  to  the  building  of  fifty-two  churches  *.  The 

duty  afterwards  had  been  employed  in  the  maiftte- 

,7'3'      nance  of  the  clergymen  of  thofe  churches ;  and 

laftly,  was  made  a  part  of  the  confolidated  fund; 

and  minifters  alleging  it  was  no  longer  a  local  tax, 

prevailed  on  the  houfe  to  reje&  the  petition.  Among 

Uw  for  the  the  claffes  of  fubje&s  who  applied  for  relief  thisfea* 

ScottiSi  ca.  fon  were  the  catholics  of  Scotland :  the  Lord  Advo- 


cate ftated  on  their  behalf,  that  his  majefty's  catho- 
lic fubjeds  in  Scotland  were  at  prefent  incapacitated 
by  law  either  from  holding  or  tranfmitting  landed 
property,  and  were  liable  to  other  very  fevere  reftric- 
tions,  which  could  not  nov/  be  juftified  by  any  ne- 
ceffity  or  expediency.  He  therefore  propofed  abill 
to  relieve  perfons  profeffing  the  catholic  reli- 
gion from  certain  penalties  and  difabilities  impofed 
on  them  by  a&s  of  parliament  in  Scotland,  and 
particularly  by  an  aft  of  the  8th  of  King  William : 
the  bill  being  introduced,  was,  without  oppofition, 
pafled  into  a  law  f. 
Motion  of  Lord  Rawdon  this  year  prefented  a  bill  for  the 
ifoMoMfo  *dfef  °f  infolvent  debtors,  and  for  amending  and 
Sbtorfind  updating  the  pra&ke  with  regard  to  imprifpnment 
^tSiH  *or  ^**  '^1C  kiN  was  a  compound  of  that  huma- 
nity and  difcrimination  which  has  been  already  no- 
ticed in  this  benevolent  and  able  character.  His 
lordfhip  deemed  the  law  of  imprifonment  for  debt 
to  be  founded  in  principles  at  once  rigorous  and 
abfurd ;  it  was  rigorous,  becaufe  it  exa&ed  from  the 

*  Thii  was  a  quite  different  impoft  from  that  of  Charles  U. 
of  fire  (hillings  per  chaldron,  now  enjoyed  by  the  Duke  of 
Richmond* 

f  Acts  of  parliament*  33  of  Geo.  Ill, 
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viftims  of  Its  operation,  whik  doomed  to  ina&Jon, 
that  which,  in  the  free  exercife  of  their  faculties,  they 
were  not  able  to  perform ;  and  was  abfurd,  becaufe      *793.  \ 

ineffe&ual  to  its  avowed  purpofe  ;  for  it  was  cal-  I 

culated  to  defeat,  not  to  attain,  its  objefh    If  the  .  ! 

debtor  be  guilty  of  a  fraud,  faid  his  lordlhip,  punifli 
him  as  a  fraudulent  agent ;  if  not  guilty  of  a  fraud, 
do  not  punifh  infolvency  $$  a  crime,  which  fhould 
rather  be  commiferated  as  a  misfortune :  to  punifli 
infolvency  as  criminal,- and  to  doom  fraud  to  the 
fame  punifhment  as  mere  infolvency,  is  to  confound 
all  moral  diftin&ions.  As  the  law  now  {lands  be-  * 
tween  debtor  and  creditor,  in  the  very  commence- 
ment of  an  a&ion.  the  fundamental  principle  of  juf- 
tice  is  violated.  What  is  the  great  objeft  of  the 
infHtution  of  government,  but  to  prevent  individuals 
from  being  even  the  judges,  far  more  the  avengers, 
of  their  own  wrong  ?  Yet,  by  the  exifting  laws  of 
the  land,  the  creditor  is  enabled  to  deprive  the  debtor 
of  his  liberty  upon  a  fimple  fwearing  to  the  debt. 
The  propofed  bill,  however,  for  the  prefent,  did  not 
intend  a  general  change  of  the  law  which  he  repro- 
bated as.fo  fevere  and  unjuft :  what  he  now  defired, 
was  a  modification  of  arrefts  and  of  bail,  fo  as  to 
prevent  opprefliori  and  diftrefs  for  inconfiderable 
fums.  The  bill  was  oppofed  by  Lord  Thurlow  and  v 
tby  others,  as  (hiking  at  the  whole  fyftem  of  the 
law  of  England;  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  propofed 
that  it  fhould  be  referred  to  the  judges  to  examine 
the  flate  of  the  debtor  and  creditor  laws,  to  confix 
der  the  fubjeft,  and  prepare  a  bill  to  be  introduced 
eajrly  the  next  feflion ;  Lord  Rawdon  agreeing,  it 
was,  for  the  prefent,  withdrawn. 

B  b  2  Thefe 
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Thefc  were  the  principal  fubjed*  that  came  be- 
fore parliament  this  feffion,  except  the  fupplies. 
ine^'of    Th*  anny  and  navy  were  increafed  to  a  war  efta- 
^™r      blifhment,  and  a  confiderable  body  of  Hanoverian 
National      troops  was  employed  in  the  fervice  of  Britain.  Befides 
LMoan'd     the  ordinary  national  funds,  a  loan  of  four  millions 
rtMi#         five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  was  required.     The 
high  estimation  in  which  the  minifter  flood  with  the 
monied  capitalifts  induced  the  public  to  expeft  that 
the  loan  would  have  been  negotiated  on  very  favour* 
able  terms  :  but  the  Stagnation  of  mercantile  credit 
was  felt  by  the  minifter  as  well  as  others  who  had 
occafion  to  borrow  money.     There  was  aftually  a 
great  fcarcity  of  cafli,  and  the  public  was  obliged  to 
pay  a  premium  of  eight  per  cent.     For  defraying 
the  intereft  of  the  loan  the  provifions  were,  ten  per 
cent,  on  aflefled  taxes ;  an  additional  duty  upon 
Britifli  fpitits,  on  bills,  receipts,  and  on  game  li- 
seffion        licences.  On  the  2 1  ft  of  June  the  feffion  was  clofed 
by  a  fpeech  in  which  his  majefty  expreffed  the 
higheft  fatisfafHon  with  the  firmnefs,  wifdom,  and 
public  fpirit,  which  had  diftinguifhed  the  houfes  dur- 
ing fo  very  important  a  feffion,  and  teftified  his  ap- 
probation of  the  fucceffive  meafures  which  they  had 
adopted  for  the  internal  repofe  and  tranquillity  of 
the  kingdom ;  for  the  proteftion  and  extenfion  of 
our  commercial  interests  both  at  home  and  in  our 
foreign  dependencies,  and  for  their  liberal  contribu- 
tions towards  thofe  exertions  by  which  only  we 
could  attain  the  great  obje&s  of  our  purfuit,  the  re- 
ftoratkvi  oi  peace  on  terms  confifteiit  with'  our  per- 
manent fecurity,   and  the  general  tranquillity  of4 

Europe. 
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•Europe.    The  fignal  fucceffes  with  which  the  war  c  ha  *. 
•had  begun,  and  the  meafures  that  were  concerted  w»v*w 
with  other  powers  afforded  the  moft  favourable      I793' 
prolpeft  of  a  happy  termination  to  the  important 
conteft  in  which  we  were  engaged  *. 

Having  brought  the  parliamentary  hiftory  of  this  campaign 
feflion  to  a  clofe,  the  narrative  now  proceeds  to  mili- 
tary tranfa&ions,  fome  part  of  which  pafled  at  the 
fame  period ;    including  certain  events  to  which 
allufion  has  already  been  neceflarily  made. 

From  the  difpofition  of  their  forces  the  French 
wereenabled  firftto  commencehoftilities;  and  sis  foon 
as  war  was  declared  againft  Great  Britain  and  the 
States  General,  Dumouriez  propofed  to  invade  the 
United  Provinces.  There  the  democratic  party, 
whiph,  as  we  have  feen,  the  ariflocratica!  fa&ion 
had  chenflied  and  abetted  to  co-operate  in  their 
enmity  to  the  houfe  of  Orange,  (till  fubfifted. 
Though  cautious  in  their  proceedings  fince  the  re- 
eftablifhment  of  the  ftadtholder,  they  were  increaf- 
ing  in  number  and  force  from  the  Belgian  commo- 
tions, and  (till  more  from  the  French  revolution ; 
efpecially  after  the  republicans  had  become  mafters 
of  the  Netherlands.  With  the  difaffe&ed  Dutch 
Dumouriez  maintained  a  clofe  correfpondence,  . 
carried  on  chiefly  by  emigrant  Hollanders  affembled 
at  Antwerp :  thefe,  formed  into  a  kind  of  Bata- 
vian  committee,  were  the  channels  of  comniunica* 
tion  between  the  Gallic  leaders  and  the  malcontents 
refiding  within  the  united  provinces.  The  malcon- 
tents recommended  eruption  into  Zealand,  but  the 
general  himfelf  thought  it  more  advifeable  to  ad- 

*  State  Papers,  June  2: ft,  1793. 
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chap,  vance  with  a  body  of  troops  polled  at  Mordyck, 
Y^J^/  ^^  HKflcing  Breda  and  Gertruydenberg  on  the 
l7***      right,  and  Bergen-op-Zoom,  Steenberg,  Klundert, 
and  Wiiliamftadt,  on  the  left,  to  effeft  a  paffage 
over  an  arm  of  the  fea  to  Dort,  and  thus  penetrate 
into  the  very  heart  of  Holland  *.    The  defign  was 
adventurous,  but  not  unlikely  to  fucceed,  if  exe- 
cuted with  fuch  rapidity  as  to  anticipate  the  arrival 
of  affiftance  from  England.    The  army  which  Du- 
mouriez  commanded  on  this  occafion  confifted  of 
twenty-one  battalions,  which,  including  cavalry  and 
light  troops,  amounted  to  about  thirteen  thoufand 
men.    He  was  accompanied  by  the  fkilful  engineer 
D'Arcon,  who  had  invented  the  floating  batteries  at 
the  fiege  of  Gibraltar,  and  a  confiderable  number 
of  Dutch  emigrants.    A  proclamation  was  pub- 
lished, inveighing  againft  the  Engltfh  government 
and  the  condu&  of  the  ftadtholder,  and   calling 
TfceFrtnch^ypon  the  Dutch  to  aflift  their  democratic  brethern 
jand.A        in  deftroying  the  power  of  their  ariftocraric  tyrantsf. 
jtodut,     On  the  17th  of  February  the  French  army  entered 
»*  *n-      ^c  territ°ries  of  the  States  General.     Breda  being 
bmg  furwo.  invefted  furrendered  by  a  capitulation,  iu  which  it 
*'  was  ftipulated,  ..that  the  garrifon  fhould  retain  their 

arms,  and  continue  to  fight  for  their  country  dur- 
ing the  war.  On  the  26th  Klundart  opened  its 
gates  to  the  French  army ;  and  on  the  4th  of 
March,  Gertruydenburg  having  flood  a  bombard- 
ment of  three  days,  furrendered.  The  fame  terms 
were  granted  to  thefe  two  fortreffes  as  to  Breda. 
The  ftrength  of  the  captured  towns  was  fo  great, 
that  military  critics,  convinced  they  might  frave 

*  Memoirs  of  Dumounez. 

t  State  Papert,  February  1793. 
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refitted  much  more  effeftually,  did  not  hefitate  to  chap. 
conclude  that  their    eafy  fubmiffion  arofe  from  Wv^* 
treachery.     Dumouriez   now  proceeded  towards  v^^ 
Williamftadt.     While  he  was  himfelf  making  fucW  **£^ 
progrefs  on  the  left,  General  Miranda,  advancing  ft^ttwi 
on  the  right,  inverted  Maeftreicht  with  an  army  of  H**ttKhu 
twenty   thoufand    men*     Having   completed   his 
works,  he  fummoned  the  garrifon  to  furrender;  but 
the  Prince  of  Hefle,  commander  of  the  fortrefs,  re* 
filled  to  capitulate,  and  avowed  his  determination  to 
defend  fuch  an  important  poft  to  the  laft  extremity. 
The  French  general  bombarded  as  well  as  cannon- 
aded the  town ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  be* 
fieged  made  two  fallies,  though  without  material 
fuccefs.  General  Miranda  continued  his  inveftment 
of  Maeftreicht ;  and  a  covering  army  of  French  w^s 
encamped  at  Herve  under  the  command  of  General 
Valence.     Meanwhile  General  Clairfait,  with  the 
Auftrian  army,  having  crofled  the  Roer,   attacked 
the  French  pofts  on  the   ill  of  March,  and  com- 
pelled the  army  to  retreat  as  far  as  Alderhaven,  with 
the  lofs  of  two  thoufand  men,  twelve  pieces  of  can- 
non, thirteen  ammunition  waggons,  and.  the  mill* 
tary  cheft :  the  following  day  the  archduke  attacked 
feveral  French  batteries,  and  took  nine  pieces  of 
cannon.    On  the  3d  of  March  the  Prince  of  Saxe 
Cobourg  obtained  a  fignal  vi&ory  over  the  French*, 
and  drove  them  from  Aix  la  Chapelle  even  to  the 
vicinity  of  Liege,  with  the  lofs  of  four  thou&nd 
killed,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  prilbners,  and 
twenty  pieces  of  cannon.    In  confequence  of  this 

•  New  Annual  Regtfter  1793^  P*  *59* 
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defeat  of  the  covering  army  general  Miranda  raifed 
thefiege  of  Maeftreicht,      Dumouriez,  following 
1 793.      foc  career  0f  his  fucceffes  in  the  weft,  laid  liege  to 
Williamftadt,  -and  to  Bergen-op*zoom*;  but  die 
courfe  of  hia  vi&ory  was  arretted ;  for  now  he  had 
a  new  enemy  to  encounter  in  the  Britifh  army. 
The  Bntiih        The  firft  obje&  of  the  Britifli  military  plans  for 
u  Houwd?  this  campaign  was  the  defence  of  Holland,  .  and  a 
•body  of  troops  was  in  February  fent,  confifting  of 
about  fix  thoufand  Britifh,  commanded  by  the  duke 
jof  York.     A  brigade  of  Britifli  guards  was  thrown 
•into  Williamftadt,  who  animating  the  Dutch  to 
•vigorous  defence,  and  leading  their  efforts,  made  fo 
gallant  a  refiftance,   that  Dumouriez  faw  that  per- 
The  French  ieverance i  would  be  unavailing ;  he  therefore  raifed 
ftcgeofC       the    fiege,     ordered    his    troops  to   retire    from 
Wiiham-      Bej-gen-op-zoom,    evacuated  the  towns   and  forts 
which  had  furrendered,  and  returned  to  take  the 
command  in  the  eaftern  Netherlands,  where  the 
declining  fortunes  of  the  French  required  the  pre- 
fence  of  anable  general.    The  Auftrians  had  con- 
tinued advancing  to  Brabant;  and  feveral  fkirmifhes 
of  pofts  had  taken  place,  in  which  the  Germans  were 
They  are      generally  fuperior.      On  the  morning  of  the  18th 
theaCAui!,y  of  March,    an  engagement  commenced  at  Neer 
wMatNea-  winden,  on  the  confines  of  Brabant  and  Liege. 
and  ,ic-        General  Dumouriez  attacked  the  centre  of  the  im- 
perial army  with  great  vigour,  but  fuffered  a  re- 
pulfe  ;  and  he  yielded  to  the  fame  fuperior  efforts 
from  the  imperial  right  wing.      In  die  afternoon, 
however,  the  French  right  wing  gained  fome  ad- 

*  See  Cumouriez's  Memoir*, 

vantage ; 
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-vantage ;  bat  the  carps  de  referve,  comnianded  by 
general  Clairfait,  deckled  the  day*      The  army  of 
Dumouriez  retreated  for  fome  time  in  good  order, 
but  were  at  length  entirely  routed  by  the  Auftrian  1 
cavalry.     The  flaughter  was  great ;  the  French  loft 
four  thquland  men,  and  foon  after.,  fix  thoufand 
deferted  to  the  enemy.      The  French  generate,  by  French 
.mutual  crimination,   endeavoured    refpe&ively  to  fccufe'cach 
remove  from  themfelves  the  blame  of  diiafter*    Da-  othct* 
mouriez  imputed  the  defeat  to  general  .Miranda, 
who,  he  afferted,  both  fought  feebly,  and  fled  un-N 
neceffarily.      In   his   memoirs,  indeed,  he  admits 
that  general  La  Marche  committed  the  firft  error, 
by  an  injudicious  movement  which  threw  his  troops 
into  confufion;  but  Miranda  is  the  fubjeft  of  his 
.principal  cenfure*.     Miranda,  on  the  other,  hand, 
imputes  the  difcomfiture  to  treachery  on.  the  part    . 
of  Dumouriezt*     But  wherever  the  blame  lay,  if 
there  was  any,  the  battle  of  Neer  Winden  decided 
the  fate  of  the  Belgian  Netherlands.  The  Auftrians 
continued  to  purfue  the  republicans;   on  the  21ft,  Dvmouru* 
Dumouriez  judged  it  proper  to  take  poft  nearer  ^Nethet- 
Louvain,  and  on  the  following  day  he  was  attacked  Unds# 
by  the  enemy.     The  a&ion  was  bloody,  and  lafted 
the  whole  day ;  but  the  Imperialifts  were  compelled 
to  retreat  with  great  lofs;  the  Auftrians,  however,  ra- 
pidly advancing  in  other  quarters,  the  French  general 
judged  it  expedient  to  evacuate  all  his  conquefts, 
and  re-enter  France.     Dumouriez  thoroughly  knew 
the  difpojition  of  the  convention ;  and  forefeeing 

*  See  Dumouriez's  Memoirs. 
f  In.  a  letter  to  Pet  ion,  dated  21ft  March  1793. 
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the  fate  which  the  fdpkiottt  republicans  prepared 
for  a  vanquifhed  general,  he  refolved  to  make  his 
peace  with  the  allies,  to  march  with  his  troops 
againft  Paris,  there  to  eflfed  a  counter-revolution, 
and  re-eftablifh  monarchy*    On  this  fubjed  he  con- 
verfed  with  colonel  Mack,  an  Auftrian  officer  of 
great  eminence ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  Imperial 
troops  ihould  ad  merely  as  auxiliaries  for  the  at- 
tainment of  this  objed ;  and  fhould  remain  on  the 
frontiers,  unlefs  he  wanted  their  affiftance.     If  Du- 
mouriez fhould  find  it  impradicable  to  effeft  a 
counter-revolution  without  the  aid  of  the  Auflrians, 
then  he  ihould  indicate  the  number  and  kind  of 
troops  of  which  he  fhould  (land  in  need  to  execute  his 
defign.    The  Auftrian  forces  to  be  furnifhed  in  that 
event,  fhould  be  entirely  under  the  diredion  ofDu- 
mouriez.    The  executive  government  fufpeding  the 
difpofitions  of  Dumouriez,  fent  deputies  to  invefti- 
gate  his  condud.     Confident  of  the  affiftance  of 
his  army,  he  did  not  difguife  from  them  his  pro- 
jed  to  annihilate  the  national  convention,  and  fix  a 
king  upon  the  throne.     Informed  of  his  defign,  the 
convention  fent  commiffioners  to  fuperfqde  his  com- 
mand,, and  fummoned  him  to  appear  at  Paris  to 
arfwer  for  his  condud.     Dumouriez  ordered  thefc 
delegates  to  be  feized,  and  conveyed  to  general 
Clairfait's  head  quarters,  to  be  kept  as   hoftages 
for  the  fafety  of  the  royal  family.    But  the  army 
foon  fhewed  the  vanity  of  Dumouriez's  expeditions; 
they  not  only  refufed  to  follow  him  to  Paris*  but 
gave  him  reafon  to  doubt  his  perfonal  fecurity ;  and 
he  was  compelled  to  feek  fafety  by  flight.    Having 
reached  the  imperial  territories,  he  had  an  interview 

^  with 
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with  colonel  Mack,  and  with  the  prince  of  Saxe  Co-  c  ha  *. 
bourgf    Two  proclamations  were  digefted,  one  by  k^^kj 
Domouriez  himfelf,  the  other  by  the  prince  of  Saxe      *7** 
Cobourg.    The  manifefto  of  General  Dumouriez 
contained  a  recapitulation  of  his  fervices  to   the 
French  republic ;  a  ilatement  of  the  cruel  negleft 
which  his  army  had  experienced'  in  the  preceding 
winter,  and  of  the  outrages  which  were  pra&ifed  by 
the  Jacobins  towards  the  generals  of  the  republic, 
and  particularly  himfelf.    It  Hates  the  reafons  why     . 
he  arretted  the  commiffioners ;    exhibits  a  vivid 
pi&ure  of  the  evils  which   might  be  apprehended 
from  the  continuance  of  the  anarchical  fyftem  in 
France;  and  exprefles  his  confident  expectations, 
that  as  foon  as  the  Imperialifts  entered  the  territory 
of  France,  not  as  vanquifhers,  and  as  wiihing  to  dio- 
tate  laws,  but  as  generous  allies,  come  to  aflift  ih 
re-eftabliflung  the  conftitution  of  1790,  great  num- 
bers  of  the  French  troops  .would  join  in  promoting 
fo  neceffary  a  purpofe.      He  protefted  upon  oath, 
that  his  fole  defign  was  to  re-eftablifh  conftitutional 
royalty ;  and  that  he  and  his  companions  would  not 
lay  down  their  arms  until  they  had  fucceeded  ia 
their  enterprize.     Thefe  proteftatxons,  interfperfed 
with  a  considerable  portion  of  gafconading  promifes  \ 
which  he  could  not  perform,  and  threats  which  he 
could  not   execute*,   conftituted  the  declaration. 

A  rnani* 


#  In  the  laft  paragraph,  in  which  he  introduce*  his  oath 
tinder  the  head  "  If  wear  (he  fays)  that  we  will  %  not  lay  down 
our.arms  until  we  (hall  have  fucceeded  in  our  enterprize ;  and 
pur  fole  defign  is  to  re  eftaWMh  the  conftitution,  and  conftitu- 
tional 
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A  manifefto  #  i*as  alfo  publifted  by  the  prince  of 
Saxe  Cobourg,  announcing  that  the  allied  powers 
«793-  were  no  longer  to  be  confidered  as  principals,  but 
merely  as  auxiliaries  in  the  war ;  that  they  had  no 
other  obje&  but  to  co-operate  with  general  Du- 
mouriez,  in  giving  to  France  her  conftituti<»al 
king,  and  the  conftitution  fhe  formed  for  herfelf. 
He  pledged  himfelf  that  he  and  his  army  would  not 
center  the  French  territory  to  make  conquefts,  but 
folely  for  the  end  now  fpecified.  He  declared  far- 
ther, that  any  ftrong  places  which  fliould  be  put 
into  his  hands,. fhould  be  confidered  as  facred  de- 
pofits,tobe  delivered  up  asfoon  as  the  conftitutional 
government  fhould  be  eftablifhed  in  Fj  ance,  or  as 
foon  as  general  Dumouriez  fhould  demand  them  to 


tional  royalty  ;  that  no  refentment,  no  thirft  after  vengeance,  no 
Ambitious  motive,  fways  our  purpofes ;  that  no  foreign  power 
/hall  influence  our  opinions ;  that  wherever  anarchy  (hall  ceafe 
at  the  appearance  of  our  arms,  and  thofe  of  the  combined 
armies,  we  will  conduct  ourfelves  as  friends  and  brothers ; 
that  wherever  we  (hall  meet  with  refiftance,  we  (hall  know 
to  fele&  the  culpable  and  fpare  the  peaceable  inhabitants,  tfie 
victims  of  the  infamous  wiles  of  the  Jacobins  of  Paris,  from 
whom  have  arifen  the  horrors  and  calamities  of  the  war; — 
that  we  (hall  in  no  way  dread  tie  poignards  of  Marat  and  the 
Jacobins; — that  we  will  deftroy  the  manufacture  of  thefe 
poignards,  as  well  as  that  of  the  fcandalous  writings  by  which 
*an  attempt  is  made  to  pervert  the  noble  and  generous  character 
of  the  French  nation  ; — and  finally,  in  the  name  of  my  com- 
panions in  arms,  I  repeat  the  oath,  that  we  will  live  and  die 
free.  The  general  in  chief  of  the  French  army,  Dumouriez. 
See  State  Papers,  1793. 

*  See  State  Papers,  -April  5th,.  1793. 

be 
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be  ceded.    '  It  was  at  this  period  that  Mr.  Fox  * 
and  many  others  thought  that  the  combined  powers 
might  have  propofedfuch  terms  of  peace  to  France^ 
as  would  have  been  accepted  with  equal  readinefe 
and  gratitude.     The  allies,  it  was  alleged  by  the 
votaries  of  peace,  ought  to  have  declared  them* 
felvesto  the  national  convention  to  the  following 
purport.     Arrange  your  internal  government  ac- 
cording to  your  own    inclinations :     the  prefent 
confederacy  is  formed  for  purpofes  of  defence,  not 
of  aggreifion ;  we  fhall  not  therefore  interfere  in  the 
conftitution  of  France.     We  only  defire  you  to  re- 
eftabliih  the  ancient  boundaries  of  the  Netherlands, 
to  reftore  your  other  conquefts;   to  liberate  the 
queen  and  the  royal  family;    and   to  allow  the 
emigrants  a  moiety  of  their  property :  we  will  then- 
withdraw  our  forces,  and  be  your  friends.  Had  fuch 
proportions  been  made,  thefe  politicians  affirmed  that 
a  (top  might  have  been  immediately  put  to  the  effufion 
of  blood  ;  and  that  France  would  at  this  time  have 
been  under  a  regular  and  eftabliflied  government, 
and  Europe  would  have  been  at  peace.      It  is  diffi-  Hypotheti- 
cult  to  fay  with  any  degree  of  probability,  what  in**  on  the 
would  have  been  the  refult  in  a  ve*y  problematical  Emf?  «* 
queftion,  of  an  experiment  that  never  was  .tried.  3«2S3 
The  probable  fuccefs  of  fuch  an  attempt  proceeded  thu  period 
upon  an  affumprion  that  either  the  French  were  tothecon- 
not  originally  the  aggrctfTors ;,  or,  if  the  beginners 
of  the  war,  were  from  recent  difcomfiture  tired  of  its 


federate*. 


*  It  was  in  confeqnence  of  the  prefent  pofturc  of  affairs,  that 
he  made  the  motion  for  peace,  which  has  been  already  mentioned 
ia  the  parliamentary  hiftory,     * 

*    continuance* 
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c  ha  p.  continuance.  Perhaps  if  the  offer  had  been  made, 
v^-v-^  in  their  prefent  drcumftances  they  might*  have  re- 
>79>  ceived  it  with  delight;  and  for  a  time  &av* 
continued  pacific;  but  afterwards  might  haye re- 
fumed  invafion,  when  the  confederation  was 
broken.  But  it  belongs  not  to  hiftory  to  Hate 
pofiible,  or  even  probable  confequences,  which 
might  flow  from  meafures  that  were  not  adopted. 
If  as  fome  able  ftatefmen  argued,  the  hour  of  vic- 
tory was  the  hour  of  offering  peace,  the  confederates 
againft  France  were  of  a  totally  different  opinion. 
They  conceived  France  to  have  been  the  aggreflbr ; 
to  have  manifefted  views  of  ambitious  aggrandize- 
ment ;  that  it  was  the  policy  of  her  neighbours  to 
prevent  her  encroachments,  and  in  her  prefent 
condition  to  reduce  her  firength  fo  as  effe&ually  to 
prevent  the  future  accomplifhment  of  her  proje&s ; 
that  therefore  they  ought  now  to  prefs  upon  her  in 
her  weakened  ftate.  On  this  view  they  regulated 
their  policy,  and  formed  the  plan  of  the  reft  of  the 
campaign.  A  congrefs  was  held  at  Antwerp, 
wherein  reprefentatives  attended  from  the  feveral 
powers  that  formed  the  combination,  which  had  now 
been  joined  by  Spain  and  Naples.  At  this  congrefs 
were  prefent  the  prince  of  Saxe  Cobourg,  counts 
Metternich,  Starenberg,  and  Mercy  d'Argenteau, 
with  the  Pruffian,  Spanifh,  and  Neapolitan  envoys. 
It  was  determined  that  the  fortreffes  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  France  fhould  be  inverted  by  the  armies 
of  the  confederates,  that  the  enemy's  coaft* 
fhould  be  befet  on  every  fide  by  the  fleets  of  the 
maritime  powers,  and  that  every  encouragement 
and  practicable  affiftance  fhould  be  afforded  to  the 

royalifts 
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royalifts  within  France*.      A  fecond  proclamation  chap, 
was  now  publifhed  by  the  prince  of  Saxe  Cobourg,  v^^v^ 
annulling  the  firft,  and  declaring  a  defign  of  keeping      ,793# 
whatever  places  he  fhould  capture,  for  the  indemni- 
fication of  his  fovereign.     Dumouriez,  when  he 
was  informed  of  this  change  in  the  Imperial  fyltem 
of  military  operations,  declared  to.  the  prince  dc 
Cobourg,  that  he  could  not  with  honour  ferve 
againft  France.    Receiving  a  paffport,  he  therefore 
retired  into  Germany  t- 

By  the  plan  of  operations  concerted  for  attacking 
the  frontiers  of  France,  the  Britiih,  Dutch,  Auftrian, 
and  Pruffian  troops  were  to  prefs  on  to  the  Nether- 
lands ;  an  army  of  Pruffians  and  other  Germans 
from  the  Rhine.  Joined  to  the  confederate  armies 
were  great  bodies  of  emigrants,  commanded  by 
the  princes  of  the  blood,  and  other  refugees  of  high 
rank  and  diftindion.  The  chief  part  of  the  exiles 
wa$  attached  to  the  army  of  the  Netherlands ;  and 
on  all  fides  difpofitions  were  made  for  invading  the 
French  dominions. 

#  New  Annual  Regifter,  1793. 

t  He  firft  came  over  into  Britain,  but  waa  defired  by  miniftert 
to  quit  the  kingdom ;  and  in  kis  vifit  nothing  patted  of  any  hifto- 
fical  importance.    See  Annual  Regifter,  *  793. 


* 
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CHAP.  UL 

Overtures  of  the  French  government  fir  peace  wth  Britain.-* 
Le  Brim  the  tmni/hf  propofes  to  fend  an  ambaffador  to 
England*— Litters  containing  Us  propcfitktns  are  delivered 
to  Lord  Grenville—but  receive  no  anfwer.— Alarming Jtate 
of  France— at  tvar  with  all  her  neighbours*— Intefiine  war. 
in  La  Fendee. — The  viclorious  allies  invade  the  French  do- 
minions.— Battle  at  St.  Amand  between  the  allies  and  the 
French.*— The  Duke  of  Tori  and  the  Britiflj  troops  take  a 
Jhare  in  the  aclion.—Britifb  foldiers  Jupremely  excellent  in 
clofe  fight — in  fpite  of  French  numbers  and  artillery  by  the 
bayonet  decide  the  fate  of  the  day. — Battle  of  Famars  and 

'  the  defeat  of  the  French.— Blockade  andfurrender  of  Condi. 
— Siege  of  Valenciennes— firengtb  of  the  fortrefs-^opera- 
tions  — taken  after  a  Jiege  of  Jix  v*eks.~  Succefifes  on  the 
Heine,— Mentz  taken  by  the  Pruffian  army*— France  torn 

m  by  diffentiops. — Mountain  excite  a  clamour  again/1  the  Brif* 
fstines.—EjlMifbment  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal.— Brif- 
fotines,  with  diftingm/hed  fpeculative  ability,  deficient  in 
praclical  talents.— Mountain  fuperior  in  decifion  and  daring 
atrocity. — Briffot,  Roland,  and  their fupporters,  feizedand 
committed  to  prifon. — Robe/Pierre  and  his  affociates  become 
rulers  of  France.— Sy/lem  of  terror  reigns.—  Confiitution  of 
IT  93 -—-Singular  abfurdity  and  anarchy. — Committees  of 
public  and  general fafety. — Combination  in  the  South  for  over- 
throwing the  frightful  tyranny.— Toulon  puts  itfelf  under  the 
prcteclion  of  Lord  Hood  and  the  Briti/b fleet. — Compreben- 
4  five  and  efficacious  malignity  of  the  governing  Junto.— Robef- 

p'urre  and  his  band  abolifh  Cbriftianity —publicly  and  nati- 
onally abjure  the  Supreme  being— frofcribe  genius,  deftroy 
cc+»:merce,  confiscate  remaining  property— debafe  every  kind 
of  excellence*— attempt  to  level  all  civil,  political,  and  moral 

diftinctions. 
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distinctions + — The  prejjure  of  the  war  facilitates  their  atro+ 
cities* — Forced  bans — requifttions. — Bold  fc  heme  vf  the  war 
minifter  to  raife  the  nation  in  mafs. — Efficacy  of  this  fyjtem 
—confounds  all  calculations  of  the  allied  powers— overcomes 
the  inf argents  of  La  Vendee— forces  the  Britifh  tofeekfafety 
by  evacuating  Toulon. — Netherlands, — Activity  and  pro- 
grefs  eftbe  Duke  t>f  York  and  the  Britifh  troops.— Victory  > 

at  Lmcennes — inveftj   thtnttfk  wtth  riafmxble  hopes  of    - 
fucctfs. 

a  bout  the  time  that  Dumouriez  engaged  in  a  ne-  chap. 
gotiation  with  Cobourg  for  the  i-e^ftablilhfflent  ^^j 
of  monarchy,  the  exifting  government  of  France      1793- 
made  an  attempt  to  procure  the  reftoration  of  peace,  for^eaw  by 
Thepropofals  were  conveyed  through  a  very  unu-  tVc  French 
fual  channel :  Le  Brun,  the  French  minifter,  em-  minifter- 
ployed  Mr.  James  Matthews,  an  Englifhman  of  whom 
he  had  no  knowledge  but  what  Matthews  gave 
himfelf,  to  carry  to  London  two  letters  *  addreffed 
to  Lord  Grenville,  and  a  third  to  Mr.  John  Salter, 
attorney,  then  a  veftry  clerk  to  the  parish,  fince  a 
notary  public  in  Penny's  Fields,  Poplar,  recom- 
mended   by  Matthews,   requefting  him  to  deliver 
the  two  letters  to  the  Britifh  fecretary.     The  pur-  He  proporft 
port  of  the  firft  was,  that  the  French  republic  de-  to  fend  an 

*  r  ambaflador 

fired  to  terminate  all  differences  with  Great  Britain,  to  Britain, 
and  that  he  demanded  a  paffport  for  aperfonto  re- 
pair  from  France  to  Britain  for  that  purpofe.     The 
fecond  mentioned  Mr.  Maret  as  the  perfon  who  was 
to  be  deputed,   and  claimed  a  fafe  conduct  for  him 
and  his  neceffary  attendants.     Mr.  Salter  accepted 
the  commiffion,  as  he  had  probably  agreed  with 
Matthews;  and  on   the  26th  of  April  1793,  deli-  untnhor* 
vered  the  two  letters  to  Lord  Grenville,  at  his  office,  ntTred't^" 
*  Dated  at  Paris  April  2d,  1793,  and  delivered  to  lord  Gren-  ^  Grcn* 
tille  26th  April  1-793.  See  State  Papers. 

Vojl.  V.  C  c  Whitehall 
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Whitehall,  The  letters  procured  no  attention,  and 
produced  no  effeft :  they  never,  like  other  over- 
tures for  negotiation,  were  the  fubje&s  of  parlia- 
mentary difcuffion ;  and  the  literary  notice  which 
they  excited  was  inconfiderable.  The  partizans  of 
war  regarded  the  uncommonnefs  of  the  agency  as  a 
fufficfent  reafon  for  overlooking  the  propofitions  *. 
The  votaries  of  peace  did  not  view  the  advances  in 
that  light,  but  from  their  general  and  curfory  ac- 
count, appear  to  have  thought  the  tranfa&ion  of 
little  importance  f,  and  are  totally  unacquainted 
with  the  caufes  and  circumftances  of  a  mode  of 
conveyance  fo  different  from  the  eftablifhed  eti- 
quettes of  diplomatic  communication.  The  real 
hif tory  of  this  miffion  the  kind  information  of  Mr. 
David  Williams  has  enabled  me  to  lay  before  the 
reader. 

The  literary  celebrity  of  Mr.  Williams,  and 
die  ufe  which  the  French  reformers  had  made  of 
his  "  Letters  on  political  liberty,"  induced  the  Gi- 
rondifts  to  invite  him  to  France,  that  he  might  affift 
them  in  the  formation  of  a  conftitution  J.  Briffot, 
whom  he  defcribes  as  an  honeft  but  a  weak  man, 
he  had  known  in  England,  had  correfponded  with 
him,  and  warned  him  of  the  danger  which  he  was 
incurring  by  his  violence.  Repairing  to  Paris,  he  be- 


*  Sec  Otridge's  Annual  Regifter  for  1793  ;  a  volume  which, 
having  evidently  taken  a  fide,  I  prize  left  as  an  authority  than 
any  of  the  other  volumes  of  the  fame  work,  which  loyally  and 
patriotically  fupporting  our  conftitution,  record  and  eft  I  mate 
mcafures  with  the  dignified  impartiality  of  authentic  hi  dory. 

•\  See  Belfham's  hittory,  vol.  v.  p.  47. 

X  See  Madame  Roland's  Appeal,  and  Public  Characters  for 
*798>  Page47*- 

9  •        came 


REIGN  OF  GEORGE  IIL  387 

came  intimate  with  Condorcet,  Roland,  and  other 
political  leaders  of  the  times*  He  continued  to  &d- 
monifli  them  of  the  evils  which  they  would  encoun-  *79J. 
ter,  unlefs  they  could  moderate  the  licentioufnefs  of 
the  populace,  and  fupprefc  the  fa&ion  of  the  jaco- 
bins. He  faw  the  wildnefs  and  extravagance  of  the 
Gipondifts  themfelves,  and  ftrongly  reprefented  to 
Briflbt  the  impra&icability  and  madnefs  of  roufing 
and  uniting  the  nation  by  war*  He  powerfully  in- 
culcated the  neceffity  of  peace  and  moderation,  to  the 
welfare  of  the  people,  and  the  fecurity  of  any  con- 
ftitution  which  might  be  formed  for  that  purpofe  : 
he  particularly  recommended  the  maintenance  of 
peace  with  England,  and  ftrongly  reprobated  the 
profecution  and  death  of  the  king,  as  giving  the 
populace  a  tafle  of  blood.  Eager  as  the  Briflbtines 
were  for  war,  yet  they  were  confcious  that  France 
was  not  prepared  for  hostilities  with  England:  patriotic 
policy  fometimes  overcame  revolutionary  fury,  and 
then  they  would  liften  to  the  pacific  counfels  of 
Mr.  Williams.  When  the  difijuffions  between  Mr, 
Chauvelin  and  Lord  Greaville  were  evidently  tend- 
ing to  hoftility,  they  alked  Mr.  Williams  to  under- 
take, a  million  to  the  Britifti  court,  in  order  to  effeft 
an  accommodation.  Regarding  fuch  an  office  as 
not  altogether  fuitable  to  a  Britiih  fubje&,  efpecially 
in  the  flu&uarion  pf  fentin^ent  which  the  French 
government  exhibited  on  the  queftions  of  peace  and 
war,  he  declined  the  miffion.  Still,  however,  he 
conceived  that  peace  might  be  preferved  :  the  fame 
opinion  was  exprefled  to  him  by  members  of  the 
Girond;  and  it  was  with  great  furprize,  on  the  ill  of 
February,  that  he  heard  the  convention  declare  war 
by  acclamation  againft  Britain  and  Holland.     Mr. 

Cc2  Williams 
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Williams  now  refolved  to  return  to  his  country  : 
(Hll  Le  Brim  and  other  members  of  the  French 
»79>      government  profeffed  to  him  their  wifhes  for  the 
reftoration  of  peace  ;  and  fince  he  would  not  him- 
felf   undertake   a    million,    that    ijiinifler   afked 
him  to  bear  a  letter  to  Lord  Grenviile,  which 
requefted  the  Britifh  government  to  open  the  ports 
of  Dover  and  Calais ;  in  the  poftfcript  declared 
the    French   government  to    defire    the    rtefta- 
bliOimen^of  peace,  propofed  to  fend  a  minifter, 
and  ftated  that  Mr.  Williams  was  empowered  to 
explain  their  principle  and  projeft  of  conciliation, 
fo  as  to  be  fatisfa&ory  to  the  Britifh  government. 
Mr.  Williams  returned  to  Britain,  repaired  to  the 
fecretary  of  ftate's  office,  delivered  his  letter*,  and 
mentioned  his  readinefs  to  wait  on  Lord  Grenviile 
whenever  his  lordfhip  fhould  appoint  \  but  he  was 
never  fent  for  by  the  fecretary,  and  there  his  corn- 
million  ended.    Mr.  Williams  himfelf  appears  to 
me  to  think  that  the  French  were  already  convinced 
of  their  precipitation  in  declaring  war,  and  would  . 
have  willingly  agreed  to  the  terms  which  Lord 
Grenviile  had  required  from  C&auvelin,    if  they 
found  the  Britifh  government  equally  difpofed  to 
return  to  amity ;  but  as  no  opportunity  was  afforded 
him  of  an  audience  from  Lord  GrenviSe,   neither 
his  ftatements  nor  dedu&ions  could  be  of  any  avail 
to  the  purpofe  of  the  commiffion  with  which  he  was 
charged. 

Correfpondence  between  Britain  and  France 
being  now  precluded,  Le  Brim  heard  nothing  from 
Mr.  Williams.  While  Mr.  Williams  had  been  at 
Paris,  there  went  thither  a  Mr.  James  Matthews, 

*  See  State  Papers. 

who 
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who  profefled  great  regard  and  veneration  for  Mr.  c  "*  *• 
Williams^  was  frequently  m  his  company,  and  had 
thereby  opportunities  of  knowing  the  names  and  per-  . ,791 
fcns  of  fome  members  of  the  French  government, 
but  was  nfct  introduced  to  any  of  thefe  rulers.  The 
inau^krious  commencement  of  the  campaign  be- 
tween France  and  the  allies  difappointed  the  repub- 
licans ;  and !  the  defertion  of  Dumouriez  added 
treachery  as  a  frefh  ground  of  alarm  to  the  appre- 
henfions  that  were  entertained  from  the  Britifti  and  • 
Auffcrians.  Perhaps  thefe  confiderations  rendered 
the  French  government  more  anxious  for  peace,  or 
perhaps  they  might  profefs  anxiety  without  being 
fincere :  whatever  was  the  motive,  they  certainly 
did  repeat  the  attempt ;  and  this  Mr.  Matthews  was 
the  perfon,  on  the  mere  pretence  of  being  Mr.  Wil- 
liams's confidant,  that  was  appointed  to  carry  the 
fecond  overtures  to  England.  Why  Mr.  Le  Brun 
chofe  Mr.  Salter  to  be  the  deliverer  of  the  dlfpatches 
fent  by  Mr.  Matthews  I  have  not  learned,  or  why 
Mr.  Matthews  did  not  deliver  them  himfelf,  he  not 
being  in  a  ftate  of  mind  to  anfwer  fuch  queftions. 
Indeed,  the  whole  tranfa&ion ;  Mr.  Matthews's  ap- 
plication to  Le  Brun  as  the  confidant  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liams ;  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Salter,  thenveftry- 
clerk  of  the  parifh  of  Poplar,  to  convey  the  letters 
to  Grenville;  and  the  afiurances  of  Matthews, 
who  brought  the  letters,  that  he  (hould  inftantly 
make  peace,  and  provide  for  all  his  friends  (in 
which,  however,  Mr.  Williams  was  not  mentioned^, 
can  be  accounted  for  only  from  an  incipient  de- 
rangement of  mind,  the  fymptoms  of  which  foon 
appeared,  and  for  which  he  has  been  ever  fince 
Ccj  confined. 
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chap,  confined.  Mr.  Matthews  was  chofen  to  be  the 
^g-^^j  bearer,  not  as  an  obfcure  and  unconneded  indivi- 
S793-  'dual,  but  from  being  conceived  by  the  French  go- 
vernment to  have  the  confidence  of  Mr.  Williams. 
Mr.  Williams  they  had  firft  wifhed,  in  their  extra- 
vagant manner,  to  be,  in  effeft,  an  ambafiador; 
and  finding  he  would  not  accept  that  general  mif- 
fipn,  they  prevailed  on  him  to  be  the  bearer  of  fpe- 
cific  propofals,  which  they  profeffed  to  think  con- 
ducive to  peace.  Thence  came  Mr.  Matthews  to 
be  employed  in  the  second  application  which  the 
French  government,  within  the  firft  three  months 
of  the  war,  made  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  peace. 
That  the  republicans  were  fincere  in  thefe  proffers 
it  would  be  very  rafh  to  affirm. .  Againft  their  fin* 
'  cerity  there  were  the  feries  of  Briflbtine  menaces  of 
univerfal  warfare ;  the  tendency  and  chara&er  of 
the  revolutionary  enthufiafm  :  for  their  fincerity 
there  were  the  a&ual  difappointments  which  they 
were  experiencing,  and  the  farther  difafters  which 
they  then  appeared  likely  to  fuffer.  Perhaps  they 
might  be  fincere  in  defiring  peace  with  Britain,  in 
order  to  facilitate  their  fchemes  of  ambition  againft 
Other  countries ;  biit  thofe  fchemes  of  ambition  had 
been  formed  in  the  exultation  of  unexpe&ed  fuc- 
cefs,  and  might  not  be  cherifhed  at  the  feafon  of  dif- 
comfiture  and  retreat.  From  the  correfpondence 
between  Grenville  and  Chauvelin,  they  well  knew 
that  no  propofal  would  be  admitted  by  Britain 
which  did  not  renounce  the  navigation  of  the 
Scheldt,  forbear  interference  with,the  internal  affairs 
of  other  countries,  and  forego  their  proje&s  pf  ag- 
grandizement:  if  they  intended  to  offer  lefs?  their 

overtures, 


REIGN  OF  GEORGE  III.  391 

overtures,  therefore,  would  have  been  futile ;  but 
it  cannot  t  be  afcertained  whether  their  offers  would 
or  would  not  have  been  fatisfa&ory,  according  t% 
our  requiiition  of  fatisfa&ion,  fince  they  were  not 
heard.  The  intervention  of  a  veftry  clerk  has  been 
ftated  as  ridiculous  ;  but  Le  Bran  did  not  propofe 
Mr.  Salter  as  a  negociator,  he  employed  him  as 
a  courier  for  carrrying  an  offer  of  fending  as  am- 
baffador  Mr.  Maret,  who  had  a  few  months  before 
conferred  and  negociated  with  Mr.  Pitt. 

The  fituation  of  France  was  at  this  time  extremely  Alarming 
alarming ;  fhe  was  at  war  with  her  three  moftpow-  f™c« ; 
erful  neighbours,  Prufiia,  Auftria,  and  Britain.     A  at  war  with 
body  of  her  braveft  fons,  ftimulated  by  the  ftrongeft  neighbour!. 
refentment,  was  joined  to  her  formidable  enemies.. 
The  ftates  of  Holland,  and  principalities  of  Ger- 
many, though  not  very  important  in  their  feparate 
force,  yet  added  to  the  impulfe  which  was  already 
fo  great,    Sardinia,  Naples,  and  Spain,  were  em* 
barked  in  the  fame  caufe.    From  the  Texel  to  the 
ftraits  of  Gibraltar,  from  Gibraltar  to   Shetland, 
there  was  a  circle  of  enemies  encompaffing  France*. 

Within 

+  On  this  part  of  my  enquiries  Mr.  W,  declined  any  particular 
explanation.     He  is  writing  on  the  fubje&  himfelf, 

*  The  people,  from  having  fuch  a  multiplicity  of  enemies, 
conceived  thcmfelves  at  war  with  the  whole  world  :  the  follow- 
ing incident  that  occurred  to  a  captain  of  the  navy,  a  near  re- 
lation of  mine,  is  a  curious  illuftration  of  thefe  fentiments.  On 
the  22d  of  March  arrived  at  Portfmouth  from  Jamaica,  the 
Falcon  floop  of  war,  captain  BifTet,  having  captured  off  Uftiant  V 

a  French  privateer.  Captain  Biflet  was  not  apprized  of  a  war 
between  this  country  and  France,  till  he  fell  in  with  the  above 
privateer,  who  bore  down  upon  the  Falcon,  but  perceiving  her 
to  be  a  (loop  of  war,  (he  immediately  hauled  her  wind,  an4 

C  c  4  fired 
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g  u*  P*  Within  her  territories  there  were  numerous  bodies 
^^v-v>  eagerly  defirous  of  co-operating  vrkh  her  foes  from 
'**  without:  a  formidable  rebellion  was  broken  out 
in  La  Vendee,  and  the  French  government,  divided 
into  two  violent  factions,  appeared  on  the  eve  of 
deftru&on  by  an  intefline  war.  Thefe  concurring 
circumftances  feemed  to  juftify  the  hopes  of  the 
confederacy,  that  France,  furrounded  by  fo  many 
enemies,  and  rent  by  fuch  convulsions,  would  be 
unable  to  refift  their  feparate  and  united  efforts : 
but  the  French  republicans  were  not  overwhelmed 
by  the  multiplicity  of  dangers.  The  national 
convention,  informed  of  the  arreftation  of  their  com* 
miffi oners, and  the  defection  of  Dumouriez,  manifeft- 
ed  that  rapid  energy  which  ever  diftinguifhed  the 
French  revolutionifts  in  emergency  and  danger,  and 
adopted  efficient  meafures  to  preferve  the  tranquil- 
lity of  the  metropolis,  and  defend  the  frontiers  againft 
the  invading  hoft.  The  northern  army  was  re-organ- 
ized, and  general  Dampierre  being  re-appointed  pro- 
vifional  commander  in  chief,  re-occupied  the  camp  at 
Famars  in  French  Hainault,  near  the  right  bank  of 
the  Scheldt.  The  confederate  army  was  pofted 
at  Kieverain  on  the  frontiers  of  Auftrian  Hainault, 


fired  her  ft  em.  Captain  BIflct,  aftonilhed  at  this  condudt,  in- 
Aantly  flood  after  h«r,  and  coming  up  with  her,  demanded  the 
reafon  of  fuch  con  dud ;  when  he  wai  told  by  the  commander  of 
the  privateei,  "  that  France  had  dtclared  war  againft  ail  the 
world."  The  Fakon  then  fired  a  few  guns,  and  the  French 
/hip  tiruck  her  colours,  and  was  taken  poffeflion  of  by  the 
Falcon. 

with 


REK3N  OF  GEORGg  III  393 

tilth  their  right  extending  to  St.  Antend,  and  chap. 
their  left  to  Bavie,  fo  as  to  blocka4e  Coade,  v-^-v^ 
threaten  Valenciennes,  and  even  to  overawe  Man*  '***• 
beuge.  The  French. general  propofed  to  drive  the 
allies  from  fo  advantageous  a  pofition,  and  to  relieve 
Conde.  *  On  the  id  of  May,  he  began  the 
execution  of  this  defign,  by  attempting  to  diflodge 
the  Aufcrians  from  feveral  villages  which  they  pot 
feffed,  Sut  was  repulfed  with  the  lofs  of  near  a 
thoufand  killed  and  wounded.  Dampierre  undifmay* 
ed  by  this  check,  and  encouraged  by  reinforcements 
which  werejuft  arrived,  marched  on  a  fecondtime, 
with  three  formidable  columns  againfl:  the  Pruffian 
lines  at  St.  Amand,  and  maintained  a  long,  fevere* 
and  bloody  conteft,  till  fuccours  from  the  Auftrians 
under  Clairfait,  obliged  him  to  make  a  precipitate 
retreat,  after  leaving  two  thoufand  men  on  the  field 
of  battle.  His  immediate  objeft  being  to  relieve 
Conde,  he  ftill  threatened  the  Pruffians,  who  were 
now  joined  by  the  Britifh  troops  under  the  duke 
of  York.  'Intending  to  confine  his  attack  to  the 
right  wing,  he  feigned  an  intention  of  availing  the 
whole  line ;  and  advancing  to  the  wood  of  Vicoigne* 
he  began  the  charge.  On  his  left  were  conftru&ed 
feveral  ftrong  batteries,  where  were  pofted  ten 
thoufand  men  drawn  from  the  garrifon  of  Lille* 
Againfl  this  numerous  force  the  Coldftream  guards, 
with  fome  other  Britifh  troops,  were  difpatched. 
This  heroic  band,  regardlefs  of  numbers,  checked 
tfcje  enemy's  batteries  with  their  field  pieces;  and 
after  one  difcharge  of  mufketry,  rufhed  forward 
vith  fixed  bayonets.  Terrible  in  every  fpecies  of  Britifh 
warfeie,  Britifh  fcldiera  are  irrefifKMe  in  clofe  fight;  {^Z\y 

W"C"    clofe  fi|ht, 
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when  no  dexterity  can  elude  the  force  of  perfonal 

prowefs ;  and  hence  the  opportunity  of  charging 

,J93'      bayonets  has  rardy  failed  to  affure  vi&ory  to  our 

countrymen.     Our  combatants  made  an  impreflion 

on  their  antagonifts,  which  the  French  foon  faw 

in  rpke        they  could  not  withftand  man  to  man ;  they  had, 

»Lm^rsh     therefore,  recourfe  to  their  chief  excellence,  miffiles ; 

fcrdTi,"rh«  1K^1  nP*&  afthrity  they  wheeled  round  artillery 

h*/onh  de"  **°m  *e  *ront  t0  ^e  ^an^>  an(^  opened  witn  grape 
»at<  of  {hot  upon  the  gallant  Englifh.  Dreadfully  annoy- 
ay"  ed,  the  Britifh  forces  difdained  to  fly  :  they  kept 
their  ground,  repulfed  the  multitudes  of  the  enemy, 
and  in  the  conflict  mortally  wounded  Dampierre*. 
The  French  had  gone  forth  to  battle  in  the  moft 
affured  confidence,  thinking  they  had  only  Pruflian 
ta&ics  andNintrepidity  to  oppofe  their  rapidly  a&ive 
genius*  and  valour;  but  finding  it  was  a  very  dif- 
ferent undertaking  to  combat  the  energy  of  Britifh 
heroifm,  they  retreated  within  their  lines,  nor  after- 
wards attempted  offenfive  operations  in  a  quarter 
fecured  by  fo  formidable  champions.  From  this 
period  to  the  23d  of  May,  the  French  did  not  ven- 
ture out  of  their  lines  j  the  allies,  on  the  other 
hand,  encouraged  by  the  impreflion  which  was 
made  by  the  a&ion  of  the  8th,  refolved  to  make  a 
general  attack  on  the  camp  at  Famars,  that  covered 
the  approaches  toValenciennes.  The  difpofitions  for 
this  grand  objeft  being  finifhed,  the  23d  of  May  was 
fixed  for  executing  the  defign.  At  day  break  the  Bri- 
tifh and  Hanoverians  affembled  under  the  command 
of  the  duke  of  York,  and  the  Auftrians  and  German 
auxiliaries  under  the  prince  of  Cobourg  and  general 
Clairfak.      Great   pains  had   been  employed  to 

conceal 
*•  New  Annual  Regifter,  1793. 
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conceal  Ac  proje&ed  attack,  until  its  execution  chap. 
fliould  be  commenced.  A  fog  fomewhat  retarded  v^-v^> 
the  advance  of  the  troops,  but  at  the  fame  time  I7** 
concealed  their  approaches ;  until  the  fun  penetrating 
through  the  mift,  difpiayed*to  the  aftoniflied  French 
the  allies  in  four  columns,  proceeding  towards 
thfeir  camp.  A  tremendous  fire  of  artillery  began  Ba«ie  <* 
the  a&ion  on  both  fides  :  the  conteft  foon  became 
clofer ;  and  one  of  the  Auftrian  columns  was  nearly 
overpowered,  when  the  Hanoverians  and  Britifh 
repulfed  its  affailants:  at  length  the  combined  troops, 
led  by  the  Britifh,  and  headed  by  the  duke  of  York 
and  general  Abercrombie,  entirely  defeated  the 
French  army.  During  night  the  duke  of  York 
refrefiied  his  forces,  refolved  to  attack  the  enemy's 
fortifications  the  met  morning ;  but  in  the  night 
the  republicans  aband6ned  the  entrenchments  which 
they  had  formed  with  fuch  pains  and  expence,  and 
left  the  way  open  to  Valenciennes.  About  the 
lame  time  bodies  of  Dutch  and  Auftrian  troops 
employed  in  the  maritime  Netherlands,  drove 
.  the  French  invaders  on  that  fide  within  their 
jrontiers. 

Condi,  as  we  have  feen,  was  in  a  ftate  of  block-  Blockade 
ade:  the  town  was  not  provided  with  a  fufficient  mfa* 
quantity  of  provifions  to  fuftain  a  long  fiege  :  thp 
governor  (General  Chancel),  therefore,  about  this 
period  ordered  the  women  and  children  to  quit  the 
place.  As  the  diminution  of  confumers  tended  to 
prolong  a  blockade,  the  Prince  of  Wirtembcrg, 
who  commanded  on  that  fervice,  would  not  fuffer 
ttyeir  departure ;  oppofed  and  prevented  repeated 
jtftemptSt    The  befieged,  after  a  very  brave  and 

obftinate 
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chap,  obftinate  rcfiftance,  and  enduring  with  the  moft 

V-^!J  II,  f  perfevering  fortitude  all  the  rigours  of  famine,  were, 
1793-      en  the  10th  of  July,  obliged  to  furrender  at  difcre- 

sicgeofVa-  tion.  But  a  much  more  arduous  enterpiize,  un- 
dertaken  by  the  allies,  was  the  fiegeof  Valenciennes; 
and  the  vi&ory  at  Famars  having  enabled  them  to 
approach,  they  formed  a  regular  mveftment.  Va- 
lenciennes is  fituate  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Scheldt, 
oppofite  to  the  camp  which  the  French  had  recently 

strength  of  occupied.  Its  fortifications,  among  the  chief  efforts 
™  *  of  Vauban's  genius,  rendered  k  apoft  of  extraordi- 
nary ftrength.  The  garrifon  ronfifted  of  about  ele- 
ven thouland  men :  Cuftine,  appointed  on  the 
death  of  Dampierre  to  take  the  command  of  the 
Northern  army,  found  it  impoffible  to  relieve  the 
fortrefsfr  which  was  therefor*  obliged  to  depend 
upon  ks  own  ftrength*  The  allies,  confebus  of 
their  force,  and  confident  of  ultimate  fuccefs,  fum- 
moned  the  fortrefs  to  furrelider :  the  fumraons  was 
difregarded ;  and  being  repeated,  was  ftifl  unavail- 
ing v  the  allies,  therefore,  proceeded  with  their  ap- 
proaches. A  difference  of  opinion  prevailed  be- 
tween the  two  chief  engineers  of  Britain  and  of  the 
emperor  refpe&ively,  Colonel  Moncrief  and  Mon- 
fieur  Ferafis.  The  Britifh  officer,  lefs  regarding 
euftomary  modes  than  efficient  means,  propofed  to 
plant  batteries  immediately  under  the  walls  of  the 
city,  inftead  of  approaching  it  by  regular  parallels*. 
The  German  officer,  adhering  clofely  to  experimen- 
tal ta&ics,  propofed  to  proceed  in  the  manner  which 
had  been  fo  long  in  ufe;  and  his  opinion  was  adopted 

operations,  by  the  council  of  war.  On  the  morning  of  the  14th 
of  Junethetrenches  were  opened;  andFarafi&dire&ed 

*  New  Annual  Rcgiftcr,  1793,  page  187. 
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the  fiige  under  the  fupcrintending  command  of  tte 
Duke  of  York.  Tbefu€Ceffive  parallels  were  con- 
duced with  4iiHnguifhed  ikill,  and  finifhed  with  un-  ,79*; 
common  expedition  ;  thi$  difpatch  being  power- 
fully promoted  by  the  Britilh  guards  ;  who,  front 
then-habits  of  working  in, the  coal  barges  on ; the 
Thames,' were  enabled  to  do  more  work  in  a  givea 
tiiQe  than  an  equal  number  of  any  other  foldiers*. 
In  the  beginning  of  July  the  befiegers  were  able  to 
bring  two  hundred  pieces  of  heavy  artillery  to  phy 
without  intermiflion  on  the  town,  and  the  greater 
part  of  it  was  reduced  to  afhes.  The  fmallnefs  of 
the  garrifon*  compared  with  the  extent  of  the  forti- 
fications to  be  .defended,  prevented  General  Fer- 
rand,  the  commander,  from  attempting  frequent 
forties  :  in  one  which  the  garrifon  made  on  the  5  th 
of  July,  however,  they  were  very  fuccefsful, 
killed  feveral  of  the  enemy,  and  fpiked  fome  can- 
non* A  confiderable  part  of  the  war  wa$  carried 
on  under  ground*  by  numerous  mines  and  coun- 
ter-mines, which  both  befiegers  and  befieged  con- 
ftructed.  The  chief  of  thefe  were,  one  which  the 
befiegers  formed  under  the  glacis,  and  one  under 
the  horn-work  of  the  fortrefsf.  Thefe  mines  were 
completed  and  charged  on  the  25th  of  July,  and 
in  the  night,  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock,  were 
fprung  with  complete  fuccefs.  The  Englifh 
and  Auftrians  immediately  embraced  the  oppor- 
tunity to  throw  themfelves  into  the  covered  way, 
of  which  they  made  themfelves  mafters..  The  Duke  , 
of  York  now,  for  .the  third  time,  fummoned  the 

1  ■ 

*  See  Macfarlane,  vol.  iv.  page  390. 
f  New  Annual  Regifter,  1795,  page  190. 
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place  to  furrender ;  and  the  governor  feeing  no  hopes 
from  farther  defence,  capitulated  ;  by  the  capital** 
c  » w-  tion  the  troops  taken  in  the  garrifon  were  allowed 
af.er  a  firgt  to  retire  into  France,on  fwearing  that  they  would  not 
Tn  the^umc  during  the  war,  ferve  againft  any  of  die  allied  pow- 

£<£  em'      «  i     ™d  Ae  Duke  °f  York  ***  polfcffion  of  Va- 

lenciennes  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany. 
sentiment*  Thofe  promoters  of  war  with  the  French  republi- 
andBhuto.  €ans  w^°  defired  the  reftoration  of  monarchy  as  the 
chief  obje&  of  hoftilities,  difapproved  of  various  cir- 
cumftances  in  the  capture  of  Valenciennes,  and  in- 
deed in  the  principle  on  which  the  campaign  was 
conduced  j  as,  according  to  their  hypothefis,  the 
legitimate  objeft  of  the  war  in  which  the  confede- 
racy was  engaged  was  the  re-eftablifhment  of  mo- 
narchy, the  emigrant  princes  and  other  exiles  ought 
to  have  had  the  chief  dire&ion  in  its  councils  and 
conduft ;  whereas  thefe  were  really  employed  as 
mercenaries.  On  the  fame  hypothefis  Valenciennes 
and  other  towns  captured,  or  to  be  captured,  ought 
to  be  poffefled  in  the  name  of  Louis  XVII.  as  king 
of  France,  and  of  his  uncle  the  Count  of  Provence, 
as  lawful  regent  during  the  young  king's  minority ; 
and  troops  capitulating  ought  to  be  ceftri&ed  from 
ferving  againft  French  royalifts,  as  well  as  the  allied 
powers.  Thefe  obfervations  were  fair  and  confift- 
ent  inferences,  if  it  had  been  admitted  that  the  com- 
bined powers  were  a&ually,  as  the  Englifh  oppofi- 
tion  affened,  fighting  for  the  reftoration  of  the 
monarchical  conftitution  *  :  but  according  to  Bri- 

*  The  mod  eloquent  and  illuftrious  advocate  of  this  do&rine, 
Mr.  Burke,  exhibits  this  theory  in  his  remarks  on  the  policy  of 
the  allies,  begun  in  October  1 793, 

tilh 
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tifli  minifters,  and  the  greater  number  of  their  par- 
liamentary votaries,  the  purpofe  of  the  war  was  not 
a  counter-revolution  in  France,  but  the  attainment      lpJ* 

7  are  different 

of  fecurity  againft  the  French  projects  of  aggran-  from  thVe 
dizement,  and  diffemination  of  revolt;  that  the  and  his  co- 
motf  efFe&ual  means  for  this  purpofe  was  the  reduc-  acljul0is- 
tion  of  her  power*  without  any  regard  to  her  inter* 
nal  government ;  that  we  were  to  reduce  her  ftrength 
in  the  prefent  as  in  former  wars,  by  capturing,  ac- 
cording to  our  refpe&ive  force,  her  towns  and  pof- 
feffiens.  Indeed,  the  confederates  at  prefent  feemed 
to  proceed  on  the  fame  principle  of  conquering  war- 
fare which  had  been  pra&ifed  by  the  grand  alliance 
for  humbling  the  power  of  Louis  XIV.  To  adopt 
the  language  of  works  lefs  fpecially  devoted  to  the 
fupport  of  ministerial  politics,  than  to  the  reftoration 
of  monarchy  in  France ;  they  were  rather  anti- 
gallicansj  warring  againft  phyfical  France,  on  the 
general  principles  of  former  times,  than  anti-jaco* 
bins,  warring  againft  moral  France,  on  the  peculiarly 
requifite  principles  of  prefent  times.  On  the  one 
hand,  the  objeft  of  Mr.  Burke,  however  impolitic 
and  impra&icable  it  may  have  been  deemed,  was  v 

much  more  definite  than  the  obje&s  of  Mr.  Pitt,  as 
far  as  thefe  were  explained:  on  the  other,  the  ob- 
je&s  of  Mr.  Pitt  being  conceived  to  be  merely  anti- 
gallican,  were  much  more  agreeable  to  the  prevailing 
fentiments  of  Britons  than  the  avowal  of  a  combi- 
nation would  have  been,  for  interfering  in  the  in- 
ternal polity  of  France,  and  re-eftablilhing  a 
government  which,  in  its  former  exercife,  Britain 
lb  very  much  difapproved.  The  capture  of  French 
towns  in  the  name  of  the  young  prince,  as  fove- 

reign 
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reign  of  a  country  that  had  renounced  its  autho- 
rity, would  have  been  an  avowal  of  a  counter- revo 
lutionary  projeft,  which  the  Britiih  government  difa* 
vowed,  and  which  the  majority  of  the  Britiih  nation 
would  have  cenfured.  The  appropriation  and  ca- 
pitulation of  Valenciennes  were  therefore  perfeftly 
confonant  to  the  profeffed  views  with  which  the 
allies,  having  completed  the  purpofes  of  defence 
and  recovery,  had  invaded  the  French  Netherlands, 
While  the  allies  were  thus  engaged  in  the  Nether- 
lands in  ftrengthening  the  power  of  the  emperor  on 
the  Rhine,  they  were  occupied  in  recovering  the 
.  Socrdfcsof  captures  of  the  French,  On  the  20  th  of  June  the 
fians.ru "  Pruffian  army  inverted  Mentz ;  and  after  a  regular 
ukw!1*      and  vigorous  fiege,  and  a  very  gallant  defence,  it 

capitulated  on  the  2 2d  of  July, 
Fraoce  it         While  the  confederates  were  making  fuch  advances 
JwfcmLit.    on  the  frontiers  of  France,  the  republic  was  entirely 
torn  with  diffentions.     The  Girondifts,   who  had 
been  long  declining  in  authority,  and  who  were 
more  than  ever  abhorred  by  the  Mountain,  fince 
their  defire  to  fave  the  king,  had  conftantly  fup- 
ported  Dumouriez  agalnft  the  inve&ives  of  Marat 
The  Moun-  and  the  jacobins.  As  foon  as  Dumouriez  was  driven 
dam"«r,tc  *  into  exile,  the  Mountain  raifed  an  outcry  againfl 
Cdi£.    his  late  protefiors  the  Girondifts.     They  were  re 
prefented  to  the  furious  multitude  as  a  band  of 
traitors  and  counter-revolutionifts.    The  municipa- 
lity of  Paris,  and  the  jacobin  clubs,  refounded  with 
complaints,  threats,  and  imprecations,  againft  the 
party  in  the  convention  which  retained  fome  fenti* 
ments  of  humanity,  fome  love  of  order,  and  fome 
regard  for  juftice.    The  Girond  party  (till  poffeffed 

confiderable 
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considerable  influence  in  the  convention ;  but  the  c  h  a  7. 
Mountain,  gratifying  theParifian  rabble  with  blood  v^-NA#» 
and  plunder,  exercifed  the  fupreme  command  in      Z79B* 
the  city.    In  March  was  eftablifhed  the  revolution-  »**«**• 
ary  tribunal  for  trying  offences  againft  the  ftate.  *voi«ioiw 
This  celebrated  and  dreadful  court,  confiftiag  of  aryw  * 
fix  judges,  was  wholly  without  appeal.  The  crimes 
on  which  it  was  to  pronounce  were  vague,  unde- 
fined, and  undefinable;  extending  not  merely  to 
a&ions,  but  to  moft  fecret  thoughts.     On  the  ift 
of  April  a  decree  was  paffed  abolifliing  the  inviola- 
bility of  members  of  the  convention  when  accufed 
of  crimes  againft  the  ftate. 

The  chiefs  of  the  Briflbtines  appeared  to  be  afto-  Th«  gi- 
niihed  and  confounded  at  thefc  daring  and  defperate  paired  * 
meafures  of  their  inveterate  adverfaries,  confident  in  *&&$£* 
their  power  and  popularity}  and  made  no  vigo-  £^*ted 
rous  oppofition  to  decrees  which  were  evidently  in-  abrIifr- 
tended  to  pave  the  way  to  their  deftrudion  *•  It  was 
nov  manifeft  that  the  Girondifts  were  inferior  to  their 
antagonifts  in  vigour  and  decifion  ;    and,  notwith* 
ftanding   the  inteUedual  and  literary  accomplish- 
ments of  the  leaders  of  the  party,   grofsly  deficient 
in  praftical  talents  for  government j  that,  therefore, 
they  rauft  finally  fink  under  the  conteft  of  which 
they  were  unequal  to  the  management.  TheMoun-  ™c  M<)un- 
tain  had  not  only  in  its  favour  the  jacobin  club  and  ind^SST 
the  dregs  of  the  people  of  Paris,  but  it  knew  that  Etly."* 
the  triumphant  party  in  that  immenfe  city,  from 
terror  or  obedience,  was  able  to  command,  through- 
out the  whole  extent  of  the  republic ;  and  whilft 

*  Set  Sdfliatft'ft  hiftoiy,  vol.  5,  p.  fr . 
Vet,  V,  Dd  thf 
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theJSrirondifts  were  reafoning,  deliberating,  and  me- 
nacing, the  Mountain  confpired,  (truck,  and  reigned* 
On  the  3  ift  of  May,  early  in  the  morning,  the  tocfin 
was  founded ;  the  barriers  were  fhut ;  Brifibt,  Ro 

*>pn(otu     *an(*>  an(*  many  other*  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed 
Girondifts  were  feized  and  committed  to  prifon  by 
a  force  devoted  to  Robefpierre.     Terror  quickly 
feized  all  minds ;  and  the  theoretic  republic  of  inge- 
nious,  but  unwife  and  unprincipled  innovators, 
became  fubjeft  to  a  deteftable  and  bloody  tyranny* 
Robefpierre  Robefpienre,   Danton,   Marat,    Collot  d'Herbois, 
fociatesbc-   Billaud,  and  Couthon,  became  rulers  of  France. 
eOVMce"  They  affociated  with  themfelves  ferocious  individuals 
fe^-Teigoi  whofetalents  were  necefiary  to  the  adminiftration,  and 
who  confented  to  ferve  them  through  fear,  ambition, 
or  policy*.  They  haftily  drew  up  the  celebrated  con- 
Conftitu-     ftitution  of  1793 ;  aiid  no  policy  ever  exifted  more 
singular   *  abfurd,  or  more  favourable  to  anarchy.     Legiila* 
udaawhT  tion  was  confined*  to  a  (ingle  council,  the  members 
of  which  were  eie&ed  without  any  qualification  of 
property :  the  executive  power  was  among  twenty- 
four  nrinifters,  appointed  by  the  convention,  and  dif- 
mifled  at  their  pleafure.     This  government,  the 
moft  abfolute  and  the  moft  ferocious  of  which  there 
has  ever  been  an  example,  was  confined  to  two  fee- 
tions,  confiding  of  twelve  deputies.    The  one  was 
Committees  called  the  Committee  of  public  fafety,  and  the  other 
andUfenerai  the  Committee  of  general  fqfety.    They  were  to  be 
fafery#         renewed  every  month  ;  but  by  one  of  the  incalcu- 
lable effe&s  of  fear,  which  blinds  thofe  whom  it  go- 
verns, the  convention,  divefting  itfelf  of  its  inviola- 

*  See  ScguAHiftoiy  of  Frederic  WtlKam,  v.  iit. 
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bilkyl  entrufted  the  committees  with  the  formidable 
right  of  imprifoning  its  members  ;  and  thus  retik. 
dered  the  power  of  the  government  as  folid  as  it      w*- 
was  extenfive.     Meanwhile,  fome  of  the  Girondift 
deputies  who  efcaped  the  profcription  excited  infuf - 
re&iom    Several  departments  indicated  a  difpofitiott 
to  avenge  themfelves,   and  refift  oppreffion :  fome 
of  then}  took  up  arms.     By  far  the  mod  formida-  combina- 
ble  refiftance  to  the  reigning  ufurpers  arofe  in  the  s™bnf  ** 
South,  where  the   three  principal  cities,  Lyons,  pvcnhrow- 
Marfeilles,   and  Toulon,  formed  a  combination  for  frightful 
overturning  the  exifting  tyranny,    Toulon  opened  ToubTputt 
a  negociation  with  Lord  Hood,  who  commanded  the  {^^tl* 
Britifh  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean.     The  Englifh  l1?" of  Lofd 
admiral,  at  the  mttance  or  the  inhabitants,  took  pof-  ^  Brink 
feflion  of  the  town  and  fhipping,  in  the  name  of 
Louis  XVII.     The  Spaniards  advanced  into  Lan- 
guedoc,  proffering  afliftance  to  all  thofc  Frenchmen 
who  wifhed  to  refift  the  horrid  tyranny  of  the  jaco- 
bin fa&ion. 

In  comprehenfive  tyranny,  efficacious  malignity,  compre- 
deliberative  iniquity,  affedting  the  perfons,  liberties,  efficaclou"*1 
properties,  and  minds  of  their  countrymen,  the  junto  roa''«»"y  <* 
which  now  governed  France  furpaffed  all  the  wick-  i»g  junto. 
ednefs  ever  recorded  in  hiftory.     Their  predeceffors 
had  progreflively  promoted  infidelity,  confiscation, 
deftruftion  of  rank  and  order ;  but  ftill  there  re- 
mained a  confiderable  degree  of  religion,  and  great 
maffes  of  property,  with  a  fmall  (hare  of  fubordina- 
tion.     Robefpierre  tod  his  band  aboliflied  chrifti-  &0bctpicn* 
anity;  publicly  and  nationally  abjured  the  Su-  a[!dIl,J£,>t0<l 
preme  Being.      They  profcribed  genius,  left  its  chriftianity 
efforts  might  overthrpw  their  horrible  fyftem.  They  ™eSuprci^ 
ruined  commerce  to  ftimulate  the  multitude  to  Ilclngi 
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plunder;  and  they  feized  all  property.  Totally  free 
from  every  principle  of  religion  and  virtue ;  with- 
tte«*?'to    out  ^umanity9  pity,  or  remorfe,  they  proscribed,  they 
kvd  aii       murdered,  they  plundered  j  they  deemed  all  man- 
c!i7,aSd,U"  kind  merely  inftruments  for  gratifying  their  diaboli- 
wSlJnu     ca'  paffions*.  The  means  by  which  they  were  enabled 
to  exercife  luch  a  complication  of  tyranny  was  the 
multitude.     By  the  populace  conjun&Iy  and  aggre- 
gately they  were  able  to  exercife  defpotifm  over 
the  populace  themfclves  feverally"t>    The  war  facili- 
tated the  extenfion  of  their  power,  becaufe  it  ena- 
bled them    to  accufe  all  perfons    obnoxious   to 
theinfelves  as  traitorous  correfpondents  with  foreign 
enemies.    The  war,  alfo,  fo  much  engaged  the 
anxious  attention  of  the  people,  that  they  had  lefs 
time  to  brood  over  the  internal  fufferings  of  their 
country.    PrefTed  on  all  fides  by  invaders,  wh© 
they  conceived  were  defirous  of  di&ating  to  them  in 
the  arrangement  of  their  own  government,  an  ar- 
dent zeal  to  maintain  national  independence  drew  off 
their  thoughts  from  internal  defpotifm.    The  lame 
patriotic  fpirit  was  inflamed,  not  only  by  the  fears  of 
foreign  interference  in  their  government,  butby  the 
belief  that  the  difmemberment  of  their  country  was 
intended. 
Jtj£efct      The  preflure  of  the  confederates,  and  their  fup* 
fociiiiatci     pofed  defigns,  cheriflicd  the  ferocious  tyranny  of 
citi«.ano"    Robefpierre.    Deteftable  as  this  relentleis  tyrant 
was,  yet,  in  one  momentous  objefi,  he  promoted 
the  frrft  wifli  of  Frenchmen  j  not  to  be  controuled 
by  foreign  invaders.    In  oppofing  the  confederacy 
of  princes,  the  revolutionary  government  difphyed 

*  Sec  Otridge'a  Annual  Rtgifter,  i  793, 
f  Sec  Burke  on  Regicide  peace. 
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&  energy  that  triumphed  over  all  obftacles.   Much  chap. 
of  this  energy,  no  doubt,  is  imputable  to  the  very  vj^v-s^ 
wickednefs  of  the  fyftem.    The  underftimding,  em*      *7*3* 
ploying  its  invention  and  forefight  in  feeking  mean®  % 
for  gratifying  paffions,  without  the  leaft  reftraint 
fromconfcience,  may  certainly  be  more  efficacious; 
than  if  repreffed  in  its  devices  by  religion  and  virtue. 
The  extin&ion  of  every  pious  and  moral  fentiment, 
and  the  removal  of  the  fan&ions  of  a  future  ftate, 

prepared  minds  for  every  enormity.  It  paved  the  way       

for  bearing  down  all  pppofition  to  the  executive 
power  proceeding  by  maffacre  or  any  other  crime 
that  might  molt  expeditioufly  effeft  its  purpofes, 
The  revolutionary  government,  in  its  total  viola- 
tion of  juftic?,  found  ample  refources  for  military 
fupply.  The  terrible  fyftem  wanted  money  :  a  forced  FurCedioan 
loan  placed  the  fortunes  of  all  men  at  its  difpofal. 
It  wanted  provifions,  ammunition,  arms ;  it  put  all  Requisition* 
phyfical  refources  under  requisition  *.  It  wanted 
men:  itt  war  minifter,  bold  in  conception  as  unre*  BoJdfcheme 
(trained  by  humanity  and  iuftice,  faid,  "let  us  con-  of.,l!ei:war 
found  all  the  calculations  or  experienced  warriors  :  ™rc  the  na- 
ours  »  a  new  cafe ;    raiie   the  whole  nation  in 
HAis^  :  overpower  difcipiine  by  multitude ;   Bear 
down  tadical  (kill  and  experience ;   and  tire  out 
^heir  efforts  by  frefh  and  inceffant  relays  :  confumd 
your  enemies  by  the  fatigue  of  exertion."  Scarcely 
trere*  the  orders  given  when  twelve  hundred  thou-  - 
fend  pen  t  marched  out  to  meet  the  enemy.     Of 

*  *  See  ^crrt  of  Auguft  15th,  1793,  requiring  all  Frenchmen 
to  be  in  permanent  readinefa  for  die  fenfice  of  the.  armies  whb 
every  kind  of  warlike  (lores,  and  even  every  materia  for  making 
arms,  powder,  ball,  and  all  other  kinds  of  ammunition  or  provit 
fion  for  military  fervice* 

^  5*4  Vftyr  Awiuafl  Regifter,  1793. 
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theft,  great  numbers,  no  doubt,  were  propelled  by 
fear,  and  the  aflured  alternative  of  maffacre  if  they 
XW*  refufed  ;  but  whatever  might  have  been  the  motive* 
the  effed  was  prodigious.  To  hatfen  the  .opera* 
tionof  fuch  a  multitude,  vehides  were  contrived  for 
Carrying  both  men  and  cannon  with  extraordinary 
E/Bbcy  of  difpatch  againft  the  enemy.  Immenfe  bodies  were 
it  over. cm"  fentto  quell  the  infurgents  of  La  Vendee,  and  f  uc- 
tnfur"  mt^f  ?ceded  in  reprefling  the  attempts  of  thefe  royalifts. 
LaVwdcc.  Marfeilles  yielded  with  little  conteft  to  the  revolu- 
tionary arms.  Lyons,  inftead  of  following  the  ex« 
ample  of  Marfeilles,  made  a  moft  refolute  refiftance, 
and  for  two  months  heroically  withftood  an  a&ive 
liege.  General  Kellerman,  who  commanded  the 
army  of  the  Alps,  was  ordered  to  befiege  that  city  ; 
but  not  anfwering  to  the  impatience  of  the  convent 
tion,  he  was  removed,  and  General  Doppet  ap* 
pointed  to  fucceed  him ;  to  whom  the  inhabit 
tants,  who  were  not  only  unufed  to  arms*  but 
very  ill  provided  with  the  means  of  defence,  as 
well  as  the  neceffaries  of  life,  on  the  8th  of  Oc* 
tober,  were  obliged  to  furrender.  A  great  part 
of  the  city  was  reduced  to  aflies  by  a  continual 
bombardment.  The  vigors,  who  had  fuftained 
considerable  lofs  during  the  fiege,  were  filled  with 
Morderoq*  fa-Jous  refentment,  and  gratified  their  revenge  by 
the  moft  favage  and  atrocious  cruelty.  The 
wretched  vidims,  too  numerous  for  the  individual 
operation  of  the  guillotine,  were  driven  in  large 
bodies,  with  the  moft  brutal  and  blafphetaous  cere- 
monies,  into  the  Rhone ;  or  hurried  in  crouds  to 
the  fquares  to  be  maffacred  by  mufketry  and  artil- 
lery #.    Immenfe  bodies  of  troops,  under  Genera^ 

#  Sec  Otridge's  A^nu^  Regifter  f?r  %hs  yc»r'X793>  P-  *7}- 
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Qert^ux,  proceeded  to  Toulon:  an  advanced  corps  c-  **x£  p- 
taxing  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  city,  v^-v-**/ 
Captain  Keitl}  Elphi^one,  of  the  navy,  landing  1793> 
from  the  feet*  and  joining  a  body  of  Englifh  and, 
Spamfh  H*fe#try,  attacked  and  routed  the  enemy 
with  confiderable  lofs.  Soon  after,  General  O'Hara^ 
arriving  from  Gibraltar,  took  the  command  of  the 
Britifh  force*.  Attacking  the  enemy,  he  defeated  and 
.  put .  them  to  flight ;  but  purfuing  the  fugitives  very 
eagerly,  he  unexpectedly  .encountered  a  large  force 
en&rely  frefhu  In  endeavouring  tp  draw  off  his  folr  J^  *£°ch 
diep  fafely  to  Toulon  he  was  unavoidably  engaged  En*urh  *• 
in  a  conflift  with  fuperior  numbers ;  and  after  an  Mm. 
obftinate  conteft  he  was  wounded  and  taken  prifoner. 
Near  a  thoufand  of  the  Britifli  and  their  allies  were 
either  killed  or  captured.  As  animmenfe  mafs  of 
French  was  now  approaching,  againft  which  to  de- 
fend the  town  the  remaining  handful  was  totally  in* 
pampetertt,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  evacuate  the 
place  with  all  poflible  difpatch.  Accordingly,  the 
allies  made  demolitions  for  withdrawing,  and  laving 
as  many  of  the  inhabitants  as  could  be  removed;  and 
&>r  deftroying  all  the  fhipping,  (tores,  and  provifions, 
that  could  hot  be  preferved  by  any  other  expedient 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  This  fer- 
yice  was  performed  very  completely :  the  troops 
jtfere  carried  off  without  the  lofs  of  a  man ;  and  fe- 
deral thoufands  of  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  Toulon 
were  flickered  in  the  Britifh  fhips.  Sir  Sidney 
Smith,  to  whpfe  a&ive  intrepidity  was  entrufted  the 
conflagration  of  the  magazines,  ftore-houfes-,  and 
arfenals,  with  the  fhips  in  the  harbour,  mod  efffe&u- 
l^ly  performed  this  hazardous  and  extraordinary 
duty.  On  this  occafion,  fifteen  fhips  of  the  line, 
D  d  4  with 


c  h  ■ a  p.  with  riiany  frigates  and  flftaffer  vefiefe,  were  de- 
v-rjv-w  ftro^ed,  knd  an  immenfe  quality  c^ittirtri  ftorts. 
1793.      ^Y-ee  {hips  of  the  Hne,  a^MTevefal  ^a*te,  *H 
comptaied  the  Brttxflr  fleet.    By  ^h*4  deftru&fcm 
the  Frfench  navy  Teceived  ft  Blow  very  dttfitSutt  »  be 
.    tetrieved. 
Nether-        -  While  the  Frenctr,  rifirigih  a  trtafr,  <#tt(hed  ttftett 
inrf  "texpelled  fordgn  enemies  in  the  SGuth,  their 
gigantic  efforts  efftded  in  the  North  a  momentous 
change  in  the  events  of  the  eatripaign.    After  the 
ferfuttion  of  Vatenciennrts,  the  French  were  coal* 
felled  to  abandon  a  very  ftrong  pofition  which  Cof- 
tine  occupied  behind  the  Scheldt,    denominated 
Csefar's  camp.     A  council  of  war  was  now  held  by 
the  allies  to  confider  the  moft  effectual  plans  of  pur- 
filing  their  fucceffes.     Generals  Cobourg  and  Otair- 
fait  propofed*,  whHe  the  French  were  under  an 
alarm  from  the  difafters  in  the  Netherlands,  to  pene- 
trate towards  Paris,  vfhile  a  force  ftiould  be  feat, 
under  cover  of  the  Britiih  fleets,  to  co-Operate  with 
the  toyalHh  in  Britaftny :  the  Duke  af  York  tvts  of 
opinion  that    it*  would    be  much  mote   advife- 
x  able  io  extend  their   conquefts  upGft   die  fron- 
tiers.   He    propofed   that  the .  army   flktetd  & 
vide;  that  he,   at  the  head  of  hte  countrymen 
the  Butch  and  Hanoverkfts    ftouid  attack    tfce 
ertemy  oft  the  fide  of  Weft  Flanders,  while  die 
allies  continued  their  operations  in   the  Eaftem 
progrcfjof  ftfetherlarrds.       It  was  concerted   that  the  aiMes 
of  Yorlc e     fhoujd  befiege  Quefnoy,  and  that  the  dukfe  of  Ifoii 
S'ritiS*       marching  to  the  coaft  wh^te  he  could  recefte  ttft. 
t;ooPs-        ritime  co-operation,  fhould  inveft  Dunkirk.     Tliis 
porf 'ftas  ever  been,  in  time  of  war,  a  very  great 

*  Annual  Rcgiftcr,  1793. 
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t eceptfcle  fbt*  Jprivateers,  tad  extretnely  froubtefomfc 
to  thfe  tEnglifli  *  trade  m  its  approach  to  the  Dbwitt. 
Therefore  the  Bri&h    cabinet,    &  well  as    the      l7*5' 
coifltfiaftjier  in  chief,  Were    eager  to  wreft  from 
the  erietny  fuch  means    of   annoyance.      Sepa* 
fatihg  from  the  allies,  his  highnefs  marched  towards 
Dunkirk;  and  oh  the  18th  of  Auguft  he  reached' 
Menin  *.    The  Dutch  under  Jhe  hereditary  prince  J^JJ/* 
of  Orange,  attacked  a  French  poft  at  Lincelles  in 
that  neighbourhood,  and  were  repujfed ;  but  (He 
Britifh  troops,  though  very  inferior  in  force,  carried 
the  poft  with  fixed  bayonets,  and  defeated  the  ene* 
my.    The  French  no  longer  venturing  to  obftru£fc 
his  advances,  on  the  aid  his  highnefs  arrived  be- 
fore Dunkirk.    On  the  24th  he  attacked  the  French 
out-pofts,  and  compelled  them  to  take  refuge  wfchiri 
the  town  f.    In  this  engagement,  however,  he  in- 
curred fame  lofs  both  of  men  and  officers ;  and 
among  the  latter  the  Auftrian  general  Dalton,  fc 
noted,  as  we  have  feen  during  the  revolt  of  tfte 
Netherlands  from  the  emperor  Jofeph.     On  th€  ***  Mfcfc- 
28th  of  Auguft  the  liege  was  regularly  commenced  Dunk?* 
by  the  duke  of  York,  while  general  Freytag  with  an  SawT" 
army  of  auxiliaries,  was  pofted  to  cover  the  befieger**  5232* 
A  eonfiderable  naval  armament  from  Grett  Britain  ^ttleh^rrivaI 
intended  to  co-operate  with  a  military  force,  by  aniiicnrand 
fome  unaccountable  delay  did  not  arrive  nearly  fo  *£«&  *  * 
foon  as  was  appointed  and  expe&ed.    His  highneft  £j,JX 
neverthelefs  carried  on  the  fiege  with  great  vigour  *Mdi°s- 
and  fkill.    Meanwhile  the  republican  troops,  com-  An  im- 
manded  by  general  Houchard,   poured  from  all  ?FrcnTkfs 

Wives, 

f  OtMgt**  Annual  Refift^r,  1793*  p.  27s.    fitfd.  »7jf  , 
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M^  quarters,  in  an  fjnowous  mafs.     ^Utackmg  the 
v^v^z  army  of  Freytag  the  7th  of  September,  after  fereral 
x7>*      fevere  a&oae,  in  which  the  German*.  i*ade  a  moft 
vigorous  refiftance,  the  French  at  laft;  overpowered 
them  by  numbers,  defeated  them,  and  compelled 
them  to  make  a  very  precipitate  retreat*      In  this 
rout  Freytag  himfelf,  and  prince  Adolphus  of  Eag~ 
1      ■» .    lagd,  youngeft  fon  of  his  Britannic  mftjefly,  were 
U^n'prifoners,  but  in  a  fhqrt  time  refcued.    The 
duke  of  York,  from  the  defeat  of  the  covering 
army,  found  it  necefiary  to.  raife  the  fiege.     Before 
lie    had    departed,     the   garrifon,    informed    of 
Houchard's  fuccefs,  made  a  fally,  in  which  they 
were  repulfed  with  great  lofs ;  while  the  befiegers 
?Jfo  fuffened  confiderably,  and  ani9ng  other  officers 
Fere  deprived  of  the  celebrated  engineer  colonel 
Mopcrief,   who    was,  killed  by  .a  cannon   ball, 
IJouchard  now  attacked  a  fecond  time  all  that  re- 
mained of  the  covering  aftny,  gained  a  complete 
and  decifive  vi&ory,  and  with  his  daily  increasing 
TfceBiitiflb   mafa^  haftencd  agsynft  the  duke  of  York.     The 
r^^d'o     Britifh  commander  found  it  abfolutely  necefiary  to 
^!lil<  withdraw  from  Dunkirk,   to  prevent  his  gallant 
tend  from  -being  totally  overpowered  by  fuch  an 
ignite,  multitude  of  enemies*      The  unavoidable 
hiirry  of  his  retreat  compelled  our  prince  to  leave 
his  heavy  artillery,  and  a  grept  quantity  of  ammu- 
nition, wftkh  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
The  military  cheft  was  preferred  by  being  haftilyjput 
on  boajd  a  frigate. 
The  mifcarruge  of  this  enterprize  produced  great 
*   cenfure  among  thofe  who  judge  of  plans  by  events  j 
but  at  the  time  that  the  enterprise  was  concerted, 
1  there 
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there  :w«*e  reafonable  hopes  of  fuccefs;  and  the  cha  p. 
attainment  of  the  objed  would  have  been  extremely  y~w_s 
advantageous  to  Britain.  The  delay  of  the  gun-  ,7"- 
-boats  and  artillery,  muil  certainly  have  retarded 
the  execution  of  the  defign;  but  the  final  djfap- 
pointment  was  owing  >  to  caufes  which  no  man 
judging  from  military  experience  cpuld  have  ppf- 
fibly  anticipated.  The  new  French  expedient  of 
arming  in  mafs  had  not  yet  been  known  to.  the 
allies,  and  the  rapid  means  of  bringing  forward 
their  immenfe  multitudes  were  no  lefs  extraordinary 
and  aftonifhing.  The  prodigious  hordes  thus  car* 
ried  to  the  fcene  of  warfare,  muft  have  difcomfited 
the  Britilh  project,  however  wife  the  undertaking, 
well  concerted  the  plan,  feafohable  and  efficient  the 
preparations.  Ends  were  to  be  fought,  and  means 
£0  be  employed  according  to  probabilities,  founded 
in  the  experience  that  then  exifted.  From  fo  unr 
precedented  a  colle&ion  of  armed  multitudes,  efcape 
without  very  confiderable  lofs  was  a  great  atchieve- 
ment;  fo  great  indeed,  that  the  enemy  conceived  it 
impracticable:  they  apprehended  that  if  general 
Houchard  had  discharged  his  duty,  he  might  have 
effe&ually  cut  off  the  Britilh  retreat.  Under  this 
imprellion  the  French  general  was  afterwards  de- 
flounced,  and  fuffered  by  the  fentence  of  &e  revo* 
lutionary  tribunal. 

While  the  duke  of  York  was/engaged  before  JH^St 
^Dunkirk,  the  allies  invefted  Cambray,  Bouchaiit,  ^iVrhn 
and  Quefnoy $  the  two  former  they  found  imprac-  to  retire 
ticable,  the  latter  they  executed.    Prince  Cobourg  Samfart. 
having  repulfed  a  detachment  fent  to  the  relief  of 
C^uefnoy,  the  fortrefs  furrendered  to  general  Clairfait 
pnthj*  I  ith  of  Septemb<^\    §oon  after  this  capture 
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chap,  th e  duke  ofYorkrejoined the confederates*Th*Fpench 
army  of  the  north,  after  railing  the  fiegeof  Dunkirk, 
took  a  ftrong  pofition  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mau- 
beuge,  where  they  were  immediately  blockaded  bythe 
whole  united  force  of  the  allies,  colle&ed  tinder  thfc 
prince  ofCobourg.  The  republican  armies,  after 
theaccufationofHouchard,  were  etftrufted  td  th$ 
command  of  Jourdain,  who  having  formerly 
ferved  in  the  French  army  in  a  humble  rank,  and 
afterwards  became  a  (hop-keeper  in  a  petty  village*, 
but  having  refumed  the  military  profeffion,  was  by 
the  French  government  deemed  worthy  of  the  fu- 
preme  command ;  and,  as  the  allies  experienced, 
did  fignal  honour  to  the  penetration'of  his  employ. 
ers.  Jourdain,  on  the  15th  and  16th  of  O&ober, 
attacked  prince  Cobourg  with  fuch  numbers,  vigour, 
and  effed,  as  to  compel  him"  to  abandon  his  pofi- 
tion, and  repafs  the  Sambre.  The  French  general 
flow  freed  from  blockade,  was  at  liberty  to  employ 
offenfive  operations*  Detachments  were  accord- 
ingly  fent  to  make  inroads  into  maritime  Flanders, 
They  toek  poffeffion  of  .Werwick  and  Menin,  from 
whence  they  advanced  to  Furnes :  they  proceed^ 
toNieuport,  which  they  befieged  and  greatly  d* 
maged  j  but  the  place  was  faved  by  having  recourfe 
to  inundation.  It  was  fome  time  before  the  allied 
forces  were  able  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the  repub- 
licans,  and  their  generals  even  trembled  for  the 
feteof  Oftend.  A  confiderable  armtonent  frofli 
England)  however,  being  at  that  time  preparing 
for  the  Weft  Indies,  under  Sir  Charles  Grey,  their 

♦  See  New  Annual  Rcgifter  for  1793.    It  is  there  laid  he 
was  a  haberdafher, 
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deftin^tioa  was  altered ;  and  by  arriving  at  this  for*  c  h  a  p. 
tunate  moment  at<  Oftend,  they  faved  the  Low  »  /  _j 
Countries  for  the  prefent  campaign.  x79* 

On  the  Rhine,  after  the  capture  of  Mentz,  a  2?taEU 
number  o{  petty  aSions  took  place,  in  which  the  to  repeat. 
French  were  generally  fuccefsfu! ;  but  no  event  of 
importance  enfuedf.      During  the  month  of  Sepr 
tembex,  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  gained  feveral  ad- 
vantages,  and  the  allies   inverted    Landau,    the 
fiege  of  which  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  cam- 
paign.     A  French  army  commanded  by  general  , 
Landremont,  ftrongly  pofted  on  the  Lauter,  cover- 
ed and  prote&ed  this  important  fortrefs.      On  the 
14th  of  O&ober  general  Wurmfer  forced  the  ftrong 
lines  of  the  enemy ;  and  Lautreburg  furrendered  at 
difcretion,  after  being  evacuated  by  the  republicans. 
The  town  of  Weiffembourg  made  a  longer  refiftance; 
part  of  it,  however,   was  unfortunately  burned, 
and  the  French  before  they  retreated,  fet  fire  to 
their  magazines  within  the  walls,  as  well  as  thofe 
at  Alftade.     The  French,  not  difheartened  by  thefe 
ioites,  made  repeated  attacks  on  the  enemy's  lines, 
and  at  laft  were  fo  fuccefsftil,  that,  the  duke  of 
Brunfwick  deemed  it  expedient  to  raife  the  fiege  of 
Landau,  and  retire  into  winter  quarters.  The  armies 
of  the  Netherlands  finifhed  the  campaign  about  the 
fame  time*                                         , 
.    Although  the  continental  campaign  of  1793  was  The  cam- 
on  the  whole  fuccefsful  on  the  fide  of  the  allies,  yet  ESteT" 
its  termination  was  by  no  means  equally  aufpidous  ££!££ 
as  its  preceding  periods. ,  From  its  commencement  f£***a^ 

•     m«nt  pro- 
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to  the  month  of  Auguft,  it  had  been  progreffively 
fuccefsful;  then,  however,  the  career  of  vi&ory 
was  arrefted.  In  point  of  a&ual  poffeffion,  the 
allies  had  preferved  Holland,  and  recovered  the 
Netherlands ;  had  retaken  Mentz,  captured  Conde, 
Quefnoy,  and  Valenciennes.  But  it  required  lit- 
tle difcernment  Jo  fee  that  the  profpeft  was  not 
now  favourable  to  the  confederates,  and  that 
the  tide  of  fuccefs  was  turned.  The  allies 
never  appeared  to  have  eftablifhed  that  concert  of 
ends,  and  confiftency  of  means,  without  which 
alliances  cannot  hope  to  fucceed  againft  a  fingle 
and  well  compared  powerful  opponent.  If  it 
was  wife  and  expedient  to  feek  the  reftoration  of 
monarchy,  their  efforts  fhould  have  been  directed 
to  that  fole  objed.  Separate  aggrandizement,  even 
were  it  in  itfelf  juftifiable,  neceffarily  created 
jealoufy  and  diftruft.  The  king  of  Pruflia  began 
to  conceive  that  the  fucceffes  of  the  campaign  were 
advancing  the  power  of  Auftria,  while  he  had  a  fhare 
only  in  ks  expence  and  difafters. 

£rom  the  difmemberment  of  France  he  could 
look  for  no  acceflion,  and  was,  befides,  intent 
upon  difmemberment  in  another  quarter.  Ca* 
tharine  having  attained  her  wifh  of  engaging  th£ 
German  powers  in  a  war  with  France,  had  exe- 
cuted her  intentions,  of  deftroying  the  new  con- 
ftitution  of  Poland,  which  had  tended  to  extricate 
that  country  from  its  dependence  on  herfelf.  She 
invaded  Poland  with  an  army  of  a  hundred  thou- 
fand  men,  forcibly  annulled  the  conftitution  at 
the  diet,  and  to  fecure  the  concurrence  of  the 
king  of  Pruflia,  as  well  as  gratify  her  own  am- 
bition, 


bitibri,    flie<  propWRsd  a  fccdfcd  partition   d£  *fife  8  M  p. 
Polifh  territories"';  that  the  king  of  frirffia  ffidtilA.  \J^!^ 
for  -his  fliare  jfeceive'  the  cities  of  D&ntzick  aAd      '^pi- 
Thorn,  with  Great  Poland,  white  her  otyn  por* 
tion'  of  the  fpoilatiori  was  nearly  half  the  retnamdefr 
more  contiguous  to  Ruffia.      The  Pruflian   king  Frederic 
was  more  occupied  in  fecuring  his  fpoils  in  Poland,  intent  on 
which  a  band  of  patriotic   heroes  ftill  endangered,  [p™™  of th* 
than  in  feconding  the  emperors    On  the  other  Poland- 
hand,  the  emperor  was  extremely  jealous   of  the 
acquifitions  of  his  Pruflian  ally  ;  and  the  bands  of 
the  confederacy  were  evidently  loofening. 

On  her  own  element,   Britain,  unincumbered  Rapid 
by  allies,  began  the  war  with   fignal  fuccefs.     In  thHSriwih 
the  Weft  Indies,  the  valuable  ifland  of  Tobago  «$;** 
was  captured  by  a  Britifh  fquadron  under  admiral  aUmc- 
Laforey,  about  the  beginning  of  April.     From  an 
early  period  of  the  French  revolution,  the  Weft 
India   iflands  belonging  to  France,  and   particu- 
larly St.  Domingo,  had  been  agitated    and  con- 
vuifed  by  the   revolutionary  fpirit,    and  by  pre- 
mature and  injudicious    attempts  to    confer  the 
rights  of  free  citizens,  in  that  part  of  the  globe, 
uponnhe  "people  of  colour,"  who  conftitute  at 
large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants*.     From  the  c©nque(h 

.    &  ,_r,    f  ,  •  ^       — .  in  the  Weft 

dreadful  internal  commotions,  St.  Domingo  was  andEaft 
a  fcene   of  devaftation  and  bloodflied.    In  July, 
Fort  Jeremie,   and    Cape   Nicola    Mole,    bang 
attacked    by    the   Britifli   fquadron,   furrendered 
themfelves.      In  the  gulph  of  St.  LawTence,  the 

*  See  Belftiam's  Hiftory,  toI.  v.  page  ior. 

iflands 
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c  ha  r.  Mancb  of  St  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  were  cap- 

v^v^^  tared.     la  the  Eaft  Indies,  the  company5 s  troops, 

,7i*     in  the  fiift  campaign  of  the  war*  reduced  Pon- 

dicheny,  and  all  the  fettlementt  of  the  French  on 

the  coafts  of  Malabar  and  CoromandeL 


reign  of  esQftOBtm.  *y 
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Vql.  V.  E  c  of 
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the  Seottifb  judges.— His  fpeech  on  thatfubjeSl. — Reply  of 
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pointed to  examine  their  papers—from  the  reports  Mr. 
Pitt  propofes  a  bill  for  detaining  fufpecled  perfons  without 
allowing  them  the  benefit  of  the  habeas  corpus  aB—bill 
paffed  into  .a  htw.—MinijlerS)  including  lord  Lough- 
b: rough  the  chancellory  cofijider  the  eritnes  charged  as  high 
trea/on. — Lord  Thurlow  affcrts>  that  by  the  law  of  England 
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Parifian  mob  adore  Robefpierre.— Real  talents  and  cha* 
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CHAP. 
LIU. 


Frojefl  of 
po  itical 
reform. 


rpHE  chief  internal  occurrences  of  this  year  re- 
garded proje&s  of  political  reform.  In  Ireland 
a  fociety  was  eftablifhed  for  promoting  a  complete 
emancipation  of  the  Catholics ;  that  is  a  thorough 
exemption  from  all  legal  difabilities,  and  a  radical 
reform  of  parliament,  on  the  principles  of  imper- 
ial 
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kl  ftrffrage  and  annual  elections.    This  dub,  con-  c  m  a  p. 
ftrufted  on  the  model  dF  the  affiliated  Jacobins,  ^-^9+* 
took  the  name  of  the  United  Irijbmeh,  which  was     •  w* 
afterwards  productive  of  fuch  dangerous  confe-  United 
quences.    In  the  Irifli  parliament  an  adt  had  been    "  a>ca* 
paffed,  granting  relief  to  the  Catholics,. but  by  no 
means  fo  extenfive  as  their  fupporters  in  and  out 
of  parliament  defired.     They  were  allowed  to  exer- 
cife  all  civil  and  military  offices  under  the  crown, 
except  in  the  very  higheft  departments  of  the  law 
and  ftate ;  and  they  were  prohibited  from  fitting  in 
parliament.     The  executive  government  appeared  inftitutio* 
well  inclined  to  extend  the  relief,  but  the  apprehen*  aQdobjc 
lions  of  the  Proteftan't  party  were  fo  deeply  rooted, 
as  to  render  it  inexpedient  in  the  legiflature  to  pro- 
ceed any  farther  at  that  period.    The  united  Irifli- 
men,  as  a  party,  were  not  particularly  conne&ed 
-with  the  Catholics,  but  coafifted  of  the  votaries  of 
innovation*  in  general ;  held  aiTemblies  for  con- 
certing and  preparing  means,  to   promote   their 
fchemes  of  change.     Thefe  meetings  being  conii-  Convention 
dered  as  dangerous  in  the  prefent  ferment,  a  law 
was  paffed  by  the  Irifli  parliament  for  preventing 
fuch  affemblies;  being  fpecifically  defcribed,  both 
in  nature  and  purpofe,  fo  as  to  reftrain  innovating   . 
cabals  :  the  new  aft  was  known  by  the  title  of  the 
•convention  bill.    While  the  legiflature  endeavoured 
to  prevent  pernicious  affemblies  in  Ireland,  proje&s 
were  formed  in  Britain  by  bodies  of  individuals  for 
holding  a  convention,  which  fhould  fpeak  the  na- 
tional voice,  and  effe&fuch  changes  as  in  the  judg- 

•  See  Report*  of  Irifli  Committees  in  1797  and  1798. 

E  e  2  ments 
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cha>.  -merits  of  thefe  politicians  fhould  appear  neceflary  for 


LUr 


the  regeneration  of  Britain. 


.'793.  The  revplurionary  doctrines  of  France  fpreading 

Great  nftm-  utto  this  ifland,  produced  a  defire  of  change,  which 
feacd^wkh    w^  different  in  objed  and  extent  according  to  the 
ofech^,re.    circumftances,  knowledge  and  character  of  their 
votaries.    Men  of  defperate  fortune  or  reputation 
might  defire  a  fubverfion  of  government,  in  hopes 
of  profiting  by  the  general  confufion,  and  no  doubt 
there  were  fuch  men  in  the  clubs  which  were  fup- 
pofed  to  feek  revolution.    Thefe  were  a  kind  of 
affociates  that  revolutionary  leaders  might  be  fare 
to  acquire,  according  to  the  believed  probability  of 
Caufri—     fuccefs.     But,  if  their  conduct  be  candidly  re- 
alty, Md   viewed,  by  far  the  greater  number  of  the  aflb- 
wthu6?rm,   dated  votaries  of  indefinite  change  will  appear  to 
'm2£nwt     toy*  teen  mifled  by  folly,  ignorance,  or  vifionaiy 
iountiun«.    enthufiafin,  rather  than  prompted  by  malignant  in- 
tendons,     A  paffion  which  produced  the  addition 
of  many  members  to   thefe   clubs,  "Was   vanity. 
They  wifhed  to  make  a  figure  in  fpheres  for  which 
their  education  and  condition  rendered  them  totally 
,    unfit.    The  fuppofed  exaltation  of  the  people  in 
France,  infpired  many  well-difpofed  manufacturers, 
mechanics,  tradefmen,  and  peafants  with  a  defire  of 
reaching  the  fame  diftin&ion,  and  (Emulated  them 
to  exercife  their  talents  as  orators  and  lawgivers. 
Propttifity    There  is*  indeed,  in  the  lower  orders  of  our  coun- 
orden  co  be  trymen  a  peculiar  propenfity  to  oratory  :  the  free 
*°    men  l  conftitution  under  which  they  live  empowers  them 
to  utter  their  fentiraents  and  opinions  with  open 
»rife*from    boldnefs ;  the  love  of  social  and  convivial  inter- 
terehanje""   courfe  very  naturally  following  an  tuttrcftiiainea  in- 
terchange 
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tcrchange  of  thoughts  and  feelings,  prod&ces  g*ha'P, 
clubs,  which  at  this  period  were  very  numerous',  y^-^^j 
Thefe  requiring  fonie  kind  of  methodical  arrange-    e  'W« 

*  °  °        of  opinion 

ment,  introduced  fome  kind  of  order  and  fyftem  which  Bri- 
,xn  addrefTes  and  replies  beyohd  the  defultory  irregu-  °n'  cnJ0,* 
larity  of  converfation.  Hence  arofe  debate,  which 
generated  emulation  to  diftinguifh  themfelves  in 
their  circle  of  companions ;  the  members  refpec* 
tively  tried  to  be  fpokesmen.  As  their  oratorial 
talents,  in  their  own  apprehenfion,  increafed,  they 
wiflied  for  a  wider  field  of  exercife;  this  they  found 
in  veftries  or  other  tneetings  of  local  arrangement ; 
or  fometimes  betook  themfelves  to  debating  fo* 
cieties,  where  they  could  exhibit  their  eloquence 
and  wifdom  on  *  fubje&s  of  erudition,  philofophy, 
and  politics.  From  thefe  caufes  there  was,  efpe- 
cially  through  the  great  towns,  a  pre-difpdfition  it| 
people  of  low  rank,  without  education  and  litera- 
ture, to  recreate  themfelves  with  fpeeches  and  dif- 
fertations*.  Thevifions  of  French  equality  held 
out.  to  their  fancies  and  paflions  pleafing  images  and 
powerful  incentives  ;  increafed  the  obje&s  of  their 
eloquence  and  political  exertions,  propofed  fo  wide 
fields  for  exercife,  and  promifed  fuch  rewards  as 
ftimulated  great  numbers  to  feek  change,  lefs  from 
diflatisfa&ion  with  the  prefent  than  from  fanguine  ?*  'J**1  t!me 
expectations  of  the  future ;  -  and  rendered  them  defi- 
rous  of  reforming  affemblies,  not  fo  much  with  3. 
view  to  overthrow  the  eftabliihed  conftitution,  to 

*  At  the  trial  of  Hardy,  the  (hoemaker,  one  Wills  a  dancing 
mailer,  who  had  accompanied  the  defendant  to  the  Corresponding 
Society,  being  interrogated  as  to  his  own  motives  for  reforting 
to  that  meeting,  replied  that  he  had  a  pleafure  in  hearing 
the  converfation  of  ckver  men.    See  State  Trials  in  1 794. 

E  c  3  crufh 
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chap,  crufh  king,  lords,  and  commons,  as  to  diftinguUh 

^^^^j  themfelves  in  the  propofed  conventions.  That  fome 

*w#      of  the  ringleaders  defired  the  fubverfion  of  our 

exifting  eftablifhments,  admits  very  little  doubt ; 

but  that  a  total  mifconception  of  the  purpofes  of  their 

leaders,  vanity  and  the  love  of  diftinttion,  and  not 

treafonable  motives,  aSoated  the  chief  portion  of 

their  votaries  we  may  candidly  and  fairly  prefume. 

Danjeroui    JJutf  whatever  might  be  the  intention  of  the  indis 

ctrtiln^o^  viduals  f  efpe&ively,  the  tendency  of  fucb  aflem-? 

cSL^and  Wages  colleGively,  in  a  feafon  of  revolutionary  en- 

(cntimcDti,    thufiafin,  was  evidently  dangerous  j  apd  required 

the  unremitting  vigilance  of  government,  to  reftrain 

and  correft  delufion  and  to  chaflife  mifchkvous  de- 

Juders, 

Scotund.  Jn  Scotland,   two  a&ive  agitators   of  political 

Meflrt.        chjtnge,    Meffrs.  Muir  and  Palmer,    the  former 

Fojmw"*     an  advocate,  the  latter  a  diffenting  clergyman,  were 

tried  for  fedition,  charged  to  have  been  committed 

triii«  of,  for  in  writing  and  other  acts.     The  following  fefts 
fedicion.      wcre  eftaJbIi(hed  againft  Mff  Muir  at  his  trial:  he 

had  a&ively  difperfed  in  and  about  Paifley  and 
Glafgow  Paine's  Rights  of  Man  and  other  books 
and  pamphlets  of  a  fimilar,  tendency ;  in  conven- 
tion exprefied  his  wifhes  and  hopes  of  changes  on 
the  model  of  France  >  and  purchafed  works  hoftile 
to  the  British  conititution,  efpecially  Paine*  for 
people  too  poor  to  buy  them  themfelves  and  fo  ig- 
norant ?s  to  be  eafily  impreffed  by  his  exhorts 
tions*.    It  was  farther  proved  that  Jic  was  an  aSiye 

*  Such  as  Thomas  WHfon,  barber,  Ann  Ftfhe r,  {crtant-maid, 
W4  ptfrcrs  in  equally  humble  ftatipns,    S$c  Hair's  TriaJ. 
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and  leading  member. in  fockties  for  promoting  fu<fc  chap* 
do&rines  and  conduct  as  Thomas  Paine  inculcates*  v^v^ 
and  that  his  rank  and  fituation  afforded  great  weight  I79?* 
and  influence  to  his  exhortations.  Mr.  Palmer,  an 
Unitarian  preacher  at  Dundee,  had  been  no  lefs 
a&ive  in  the  eaft  than  Mr.  Muir  hi  theureft,  and  . 
indeed  much  more  violent.  He  had  either  Com- 
pofed  or  promoted  addreffes,  which  Simulated  hk 
votaries  to  enmity  againft  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
and  the  exifting  orders,  and  declared  the  higheft 
privilege  of  man  to  be  univerfal  fuffirage ;  inveighed 
againft  the  conftituted  authorities,  their  counfeli 
and  meafures,  as  oppreffive  and  tyrannical ;  called 
on  the  people  to  join  in  refilling  thefe  oppreffions, 
and  adjured  them  by  every  thing  that  "was  dear  to 
them,  to  combine  for  the  prefervation  of  their  pe* 
rifhing  liberty  and  the  recovery  of  their  long  loft 
rights.  Thefe  and  other  publications  fimilar  in  in- 
-  flammatory  rapfody,  were  difperfed  with  ardent  ac* 
tivity  by  Mr.  Palmer,  and  by  a  very  ftrenuous  agent* 
George  Mealmaker,  weaver*.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  that  fuch  conduct  was  feditious,  and  no  valid 
obje&ion  could  be  made  to  the  evidence.  The 
jury  were  therefore  bound  to  bring  in  a  verdi& 
guilty  in  each  of  thefe  cafes.  In  Scotland  the  fen- 
tence  in  cafes  of  fedition,  refts  with  the  judges ;  and  Theyare 

./i  Z  fentencedto 

in  both  thefe  cafes  the  pumlhment  was,  that  they  twnfpor. 


tatiou. 


fhould  be  tranfported  for  the  fpace  of  fourteen  years 
^beyond  the  feas,  to  fuch  place  as  his  Majefty,  with 
the  advice  of  his  privy  council,  lhould  think  proper. 

•  Set  Trial  of  Palmer,  at  the  Autumn  Circuit  at  Perth  j 

>79S-  ■  i 
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Both  thefe  gentlemen  poffeffed  fair  and  ununpeach- 
ed  moral  chara&ers,  and  were  deemed  enthufiafts 
^  793*     in  what  they  conceived  to  be  right,  and  not  inten- 
tionally malignant  incendiaries.     Though  this  cir- 
cumftance  did  not  diminifli  the  mifchievous  ten- 
.    dency  of  their  conduft,  yet  leffening  their  moral 
th«  im.      gu^t> lt  excited  a  confiderable  .degree  of  compaffion 
K*STl  a    ^>r  t"le*r  ^eftiny-    ^he  pnnifliment,  indeed,  was  by 
»» etceffivef  very  eminent  members  of  the  law  of  Scotland  deemed 
illegal.         and  reprefented  as  an  affumption  of  power  by  the 
court,  which  was  not  allowed  by  the  ftatute  ena&ng 
the  penalties  confequent  on  the  fpecies  of  feditian 
charged  in  the  indi&ment.     They  were  tried  on  an 
accufation  of  leafing*  making,  a  term,  which  in  the 
Scotch  law  means  (lining  up  fedition,  by  fpreading 
falfe  reports  between  the  king  and  his  fubje&s.    It 
was  afferted  by  Mr.  Henry  Erfkine  and  others  that 
the  punifhment  annexed  by  the  law  of  Scotland  to 
this  crime,  was  outlawry!,  and  not  tranfportation ; 
that  the  judges  might  fentence  the  convi&s  to  be 
exiled  from  Scotland,  but  that  their  judgement 
could  not  extend  to  their  conveyance  to  any  other 
place.   Others  who  were  neither  difpofed  nor  com- 
petent to  fuch  legal  difquifition,  cenfured  the  judges 
for  adopting  the  molt  rigorous  mode  that  even  by 

Is 

•  Leafing^  a  Scotch  word,  in  its  general  import  ijgjrifies  a 
.lie ;  in  law  it  is  applied  to  the  particular  fpecies  of  falfehood 
described  in  the  text. 

f  The  punifhments  are  three,  Erie,  imprifonment,  orbanifh- 
ment :  the  que  ft  ion  refpe&ing  the  lad  was  whether  it  meant 
merely  the  exilium  of  the  civil  law  (outlawry),  or  the  dep*rlatio% 
(tranfportation).  .  There  were  very  refpe&able  authorities  on 
both  fides. 

their 
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their  own  hypothcfis  could  be  chofen.  Many,  c  ha  p. 
however,  deetfied  the  caftigation  wholefome  in  ex-  y*+~v~+J 
ampfe,  and  beneficial  in  tendency.  ,m*  , 

in  the  end  of  O&ober,  1793,  a  club  of  perfons,  scotch  con- 
entertaining  fimilar  extravagant  ideas  of  reform  as  new  modd* 
Meffrs.  Muir  and  Palmer,  meeting  at  Edinburgh,  c"nftu^i«,t 
denominated  themfelves   the    Scotch  convention  of 
delegates  for  obtaining  annual  parliaments  and  unt 
verfal  fuffrage.     This  notable  affembly  coniifted  co?*a*rf 
chiefly  x>f  tradefmen  and  mechanics,  a  few  farmers,  perfons  <* 
many  of  lower  fituation,  and  one  or  two  men  of  uuTw"" 
abilities  and  knowledge,  who  were  unfortunately 
fmitten  with  the  revolutionary  contagion,     Thefe 
perfons  having  met,  adopted  the  modes  and  phra- 
feology  of  the  French  convention,  accofted  each 
other  by  the  term  of  citizen,  divided  themfelves  into 
feStions,  granted  the  honour  of  fittings ■,  in  humble 
imitation  of  their  model ;  and  propofed  to  concert 
meafures  with  the  innovating  clubs,  efpecially  the 
London  correfponding  fociety,  for  the  attainment  of 
their  objeft.   It  is  remarkable  that  thofe  who  fought 
univerfal  equality  of  political  privileges,   claimed 
this  equality  as  an  inherent  right,  and  upon  this  af- 
fumption  founded  all  their  theories.    Now  political 
power  is  the  inherent  right  of  no  individual :  every 
man  has  a  natural  right  to  govern  himfelf,-  but  has 
no  natural  right  to  govern  others* :    government 
as  the  creature  of  expediency.      In  every  fociety 
thofe  oijght  to  govern  who  are  moil  fit  for  promo- 

*  Sec  this  doclrine  very  ably  explained  by  the  t  arned  and 
profound  Ferguson's  Principles  of  Moral  and  Political  Science,  " 
veL  ik  p.  471,  on  the  exercife  of  legifiatire  power. 

ting1 
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ting  the  general  good.    All  men  arc  not  equally 
qualified  for  legiflation,  therefore  it  is  not  expe- 
A79>      dient  that  all  men  fhould  hare  an  equal  fuffrage, 
either  in  legiflation  or  in  conftituting  a  legifla- 
ture:  the  political  inequality  which  thefe  vifion- 
ary  innovators  fought  to  reduce,  arofe  from  une- 
qual means  of  advancing  the  general  welfare  which 
thefe  levellers  profefled  to  purfue.     On  this  abfurd 
theory  of  /human   rights,  without  any  proof  of 
# fperfrd  by  expediency,  thefe  agitators  proceeded ;  but  before 
p'„™!1       they  had  brought  their  deliberations  to  a  conclufitn* 
they  were  interrupted  by  the  civil  power*,  and  dif- 
Their  perfed.      Skirving,  Margarot,  and   Gerald,  tfiree 

ir^rcriaie     0f  the{r    moft  a&ive    members,   were    tried  for 

tried  And  * 

frnrencerf  to  fedition,  and  received  fentence  of  tranfportation ; 

tLLP°  *  which  judgement  incurred  the  fame  cenfure  as 
the  punifhment  that  was  appointed  for  Muir 
and  Palmer.  The  conduct  of  the  judges  who 
patted  the  fentence  was  very  much  blamed,  not 
only  by  democrats,  but  by  the  conftitutional 
opponents  of  government;  and  was  not  com- 
pletely approved  by  many  others  who  were  well 
affe&ed  to  minifters  ;  but  the  merits  of  the  judge- 
ments afterwards  underwent  a  difcuffion  in  parlia- 
ment 
1 794.  The  feffion  opened  on  the  2 1  ft  of  January,  1 794  5 

pwuvneut.  and  the  diverfities  of  political  opinion  continued  to 
refolve  themfelves  into  three  claffes,  the  fame  in 
principle  as  before,  though  fomewhat  varied.  M 
detail,  from  the  courfe  of  events.     A  few,  at  the 

*  On  this  occafion  Mr.  Elder,  the  lord  provoft,  peculiarly 
diftinguifhed  hunfelf  by  his  nftivity,  refoiution,  *nd  prompt 
deqfion. 

head 
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head  of  whom  was  Mr.  Burke,  deemed  war  againft  chap. 
regicides  indifpenflbly  neceffary,   until  monarchy  v-*~v~w 
fliould  be  reftored.     A  fmall,  but  greater  number,      I7** 
reckoned  the  war  unwife  from  the  commencement, 
and  a  peace  conducive  to  its  profeffed  purpofes,  to  be 
at  prefent  attainable.     The  feafon  of  important  vie-  Mr.  Fo» 
tory,  (according  to  Mr.  Fox  and  others)  all  wife  ^^1 
politicians  thought  the  beft  opportunity  for  con-  ^commend 
eluding  a  peace.     The  continuance  of  war,  inftead 
of  fubjugating   France,    tended  to   drive  her  to 
defperate  efforts*.      We  had  feen  in  her  recent 
exertions  arming  her  people  in  mafs,  and  hurrying 
them  on  to  the/cene  of  war  with  unheard  of  ra- 
pidity, the  confequences  of  invading  het  territories. 
Continued  attempts  to  trench  upon  her  dominions,  Acumen* 
would  only  drive  her  to  (till  more  extraordinary  f*™* 
efforts.      Befides,  to   what  purpofe  was  the  con- 
tinuance of  war  ;  the  profeffed  objefts  of  the  Britilh 
government  had  been  attained  in  the  delivery,  of 
Holland,   and  the  expulfion  of  the  French  from  the 
Netherlands.     Unlefs  we  propofed  to  reftore  mo- 
narchy, which  minifters  faid  we  did  not,  we  were 
now  fighting  without  an  objeft.     A  very  numerous  Mr.  pun 
body,  at  the  head  of  which  was  Mr.  Pitt,  main-  \£°™\Z 
tained  that  the  obje&  of  the  war  was  and  uniformly  JJ^JJ11 
had  been  the  fame ;  the  security  of  Britain,  and  *»«*•. 
general  tranquillity!.      The  prefent  terrible  fyftem 
of  France  was  totally  incompatible  with  thefe  ob- 
jefts :  in  its  dreadful  nature  it  could  not  lad.    The 
people,  if  properly  feconded  and  fupported,  would 

#  Sec  Parliamentary  Rebates,  21&  January,   1794. 
f  Ibid. 

generally 
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c  h  a  p.  generally  revolt  againft  fuch  an  oppreffive,   rapaci- 
^J^J^  ous,  and  defolating  government.,  With  the  prefent 
1794-      rulers  we  could  not  make  peace;  but  we  might  expeft 
that  their  fway  would  be  of  fliort  duration:  the  efforts 
of  the  terrible  fyftem  had  far  execededany  reafonable 
or  probable  expectation ;  but  the  refources  from 
which  they  arofe,  fo  defperate  and  iniquitous,  af- 
forded in  themfelves  the  moft  certain  fymptoms  and 
indications  of  the  approaching  decay  of  that  fabric 
with  which  they  were  connected.  The  leading  feature 
in  the  French  revolutionary  chara&er,  (fold  the  mi- 
nifter)  is  a  fpirit  of  military  enterprize,  exerted  not 
for  the  purpofes  of  fyftematic  ambition,  but  every 
where  in  its  progrefs  fpreading  terror  and  defola- 
'    tion.    We  are  called  in  the  prefent  age  to  witnefs 
the  political  and  moral  phenomenon  of  a  mighty 
and  civilized  people  *  formed  into    an    artificial 
horde  of  banditti,  throwing  off  all  the  reftraints 
which  have  influenced  men  in  focial  life,  difpfetying 
a  favage  valour  directed  by  a  fanguinary  fpirit,  form- 
ing rapine  and  deftru&ion  into  a  fyftem,  and  per* 
verting  into  their  deteftable  purpdfes  all  the  talents 
and  ingenuity  which  they  derived  from  their  ad- 
vanced ftage  of  civilization,  all  the  refinements  of 
art,  and  the  difcoveries.  of  fcience.      We  behold 
them  uniting  the  utmoft  favagenefs  and  ferocity  of 
defign  with  confummate  contrivance  and  fkill  in 
execution,  and  feemingly  engaged  in  no  lefs  than 
a  confpiracy  to  exterminate  from  the  face  of  the 
earth  all  honour,  humanity,  juftice,  and  religion. 
In  this  ftate  can  there  be  any  queftion  but  to  refill) 

•  Mr.  Pitt's  fpecch,  aifl  January,  1794..    'IW*. 

where 
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where  refiftancc  alone  can  be  effe&ual,  till  fuch  c  h  \  K 

LUI. 

time,  as  by  the  bleffing  of  providence  upon  our  en-  v^-v-^ 
deavours,  we  (hall  have  fecured  the  independence      17*>- 
of  this  country,   and  the  general  interefts  of  Eu- 
rope.    All  the  fucceeding  parties  which  had  pre- 
vailed from  the  depofition  of  the  king,  However 
adverfe  to  each  other,  had  agreed  in  hoftility  to  this 
country:  the  alternative  of  war  and  peace  did  not 
at  prefent  exilt.     Before  we  could  relinquifli  the 
principles  on  which  the  war  commenced,  proof  was 
neceffary,  either  that  the  opinions  which  'we  had 
conceived  of  the  views  of  France  were  erroneous, 
that  the  war  was  become  defperate  and  imprtfftica- 
ble,  or  that,  from  fojne  improvement  in  the  fyftem 
and  principles  of  the  French,  the  juftice  and  ne- 
ceffity  which  prompted  us  to  commence  the  war, 
no  longer  co-operated.      Lord  Mornington  fpoke  *•**. 
on  the  fame  fide,   and  difptayed  very  extenfive  in-  twr«vie«wff 
formation,  ai>d  confiderable  ability.     According  to  the    J 
the  representation  of  his  lordfliip,  the  French  views 
of  aggrandizement  were  unlimited.    Their  dgfire 
of  conqueft  fprang  from  principles  which  were 
fubverfive  of  all  regular  government.    The  avowals 
and  exhortations  of  their  moft  admired  writers  fully 
proved  their  fchemes  of  boundlefs  aggreffion,  and 
their  determined  hoftility  to  this  country*.     But  a  .    , 

(till  furer  proof  was  their  condutt*  which  was  uni- 
formly and  confidently  hoftile  to  this  and  every 

•*  To&pport  his  argument,  his  iordflnp  quoted  many  eitracis 
from  French  writing!,  efpeciatty  from  a  pamphlet  by  Mr. 
"Brifibt,  which  had  teccntly  reached  England,  an4  which  breath? 
ed  hoftility  to  Britain. 

other 
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chap,  other  nation  within  the  reach  of  its  influence.  Our 
k«*~y-w  caufe  was  originally  juft  ;  the  whole  feries  of  events 
*7H-  confirmed  its  juftice*  But  an  important  point  to 
be  confidered  was  the  probability  of  fuccefe  :  the 
recent  efforts  of  the  French  arofe  from  caufes  that 
could  not  long  exift ;  thefe  were  the  atrocious  ty- 
ranny of  the  prefent  government,  which  embraced 
men,  money,  liberty,  property,  and  life,  within  its 
grafp.  The  dreadful  fire  was  confuming  the  fuel 
by  which  it  was  nouriflied  :  their  expenditure  was 
epormous;  their  finances  mult  be  fpeedily  ex- 
haufted*,  and  leave  them  no  longer  the  means  of 
fo  formidable  hoftilities:  they  would  be  compelled  to 
fuccumb  to  the  juft  and  fyftematic  exertions  of  the 
allies.  But  it  was  by  our  warlike  efforts  only  that 
we  could  fecure  ourfelves  from  the  inroads  of 
revolutionary  France.  In  proportion  as  this  fyftem 
of  tyranny  confumed  the  property  of  France,  it 
muft  endeavour  to  repair  its  difordered  finances  by 
foreign  plunder.  It  muft  be  the  immediate  intereft 
of  a  government  founded  upon  principles  contrary 
to  thofe  of  furrounding  nations,  to  propagate  the 
do&rines  abroad  by  which  it  fubfifls  at  home,  and 

*  This  was  an  argument  often  repeated  by  Mr.  Pitt  at  dif- 
ferent periods  of  the  war.  It  was  partly  founded  on  the  reports 
and  calculations  of  fir  Francis  d'tarnois,  who  very  accurately 
and  juftly  explained  the  fources  of  finance  known  to  former  ex- 
perience ;  but  in  his  eft  i mate,  not  fufficiently  allowing  for  the 
cnthufiaftic  fpirit  by  which  the  French  republicans  were  now 
•a&Uated,  did  not  confider  its  creative  effe&i.  Thence  it  was 
that  all  predictions  of  French  bankruptcy,  founded  in  the 
•application  of  common  rules  to  a  cafe  totally  beyond  their  reach, 
were  completely  falfified, 

to 
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to  fubvert  every  oonftiturion  which  can  forai  a  dif  > 
advantageous  contraft  to  its  own  abfurdities.     No- 
thing could  fecure  us  againfl:  the  future  violence  of      inh 
the  French,  but  an  effe&uai   redu&ion   of  their 
power.      That  was   a  purpofe  which  we  nad  the  . 
raoft  reafonafcleprofpe&s  of  ultimately  accomplishing,    ' 
and  the  ftrongeft  inducements  to  perfevere.     But 
even  were  the  French  rulers,  inftead  of  being  eagerly 
refolved  to  perfevere  in  a  war  indifpenfibly  necefiary 
to  their  ufurped  domination,  difpofed  to  accede  to 
terms  of  equitable  accommodation,  where  was  the 
affiirance  of  their  liability  ? .  What  reliance  could 
we  repofe  on  the  performance  of  their  engagements? 
What  was  the. purpofe  of  attempting  to  ne<*ociajte~ 
with  a  government  utterly  unable  to  fulfil  its  ftipu-' 
lations?    Not  only  the  chara&ers,  the  difpofitionsj 
and  the  interefts  of  thofe  who  exercifed  the  powefts 
of  government  of  France,  but  the  very  nature  of 
that  fyftem  they  had  eftablifhed,  rendered  a  treaty 
of  peace  upon  fafe  and  honourable  terms  imprac- 
.  ticable  #at  prefent, .  and   confequently,  required  a 
vigorous  and  unremitting  profecution  of  the,  war. 
A  very  great  majority  in  parliament,  convinced  that  a  great 
peace  could  not  be  preferved  with  the  prefent  rulers  ^provw 
of  France,  and  confident  that  their  extraordinary  eLrinuam* 
efforts  woulU  fpeedily  exhauft  their  own  fource,  <**•»*• 
approved  the  continuance  of  the  war,  and  its  mod 
vigorous  profecution.  'J 

Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Sheridan  perfevered  in  main-  The  oPp©- 
%  taining  the  inexpediency  of  the  war,  the  improba-  ** s^f.llie 
bility  of  fuccefs,  and  the  wifdom  pf  peace.    They  ££,?  ^ 
denied  that  France  bad  been  hoftile  to  this  country.  teflon  &. 
The  chief  charge  of  the  prefent  rulers  againft .  their  5V«£" 

predeceffors 
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chap,  predeceflbrs  was,  that  they  involved  their  country 
v^v-***'  xa  a  war  with  Britain  contrary  to  the  iftterefts  and 
bmb^fok  wifte^  of  the  people.     But  whencefocver  the  war 
aiidshen.     had  originated,   the  exertions  and  events  afforded 
the  djflbiu-    no  reafonable  ground  for  expe&ation  that  the  ob- 
eyed™!   jefts,  even  if  juft,  were  attainable.     The  efforts  of 
nhi^w    the  French  arofe  from  the  enthufiafm  of  concaved 
n*Fie»icb.    liberty  and  patriotifm*      So  devoted  (itwasfaid) 
are  the  whole  people  of  France  to  the  caufe  which 
they  have  efpoufed,  fo  determined  are  they  to  main- 
tain the  druggie  in  which  they  have  engaged,  fa 
paramount  and  domineering  is  the  enthufiaftic  fpirit 
of  liberty  in  their  bofoms,  fo  infignificant,  compa- 
ratively, are  all  other  confiderations,  and  finally,  fo 
bitter  and  adive  is  their  animofity  againft  the  con- 
fpiring  powers  which  furround  them,  that^individual 
property  has  ceafed  to  be  regarded  even  by  the 
pofleflbr,  but  as  fubfi diary  to  the  public  caufe j  and 
the  government  which  had  demanded  thefe  unpre- 
cedented facrifices,  yet  retains  its  power,  and  does 
not    appear    to   have    impaired    its    popularity*. 
France,  by  the  preflure  of  the  allies  upon  her  fron- 
tier,  had  become  a  fchool  of  military  wonder ;  and 
if  other  governments  perfifted  in  their  defign  of 
thus  goading  her  to  almoft  preternatural  exertions, 
we  fhould  fee  a  military  republic  firmly  eftablifhed 
in  the  heart  of  Europef.    Such  was  the  energetic 
ipirit  of  the  French,  that  we  might  be  fure,  with 

*  See  Mr.  Sheridan's  fpeech  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feffion, 
1794.     Patliamcntary  Debates* 

f  See  Marquis  of  Lanfdown's  fpeech,  on  his  motion  for 
peace. 

the 
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tne  refoiifces  that  fpirit  would  call  into  action,  we  c.  "  a  p. 
could  never  fucceed;  In  anfwering  the  miniftefial  w-^^ 
obj^Qion,  with  whom  could  we  treat,  we  might  Dif^ffit'n 
pegociate  with  the  exifting  rulers,  and  depend  for  J^t^'h f" 
adherence  to  pacific  engagements,  neither  on  the 
iuftice  or  ftability  of  the  prefeiy:  fet,  but  on  theiif 
mtereft,  ancf  the  interefts  of  their  fucceflbrs,  who- 
ever they  might  be,  and  of  the  whole  French  na- 
tion. Interefl,  and  not  good  faith^  had  been  our 
fecurity  in  our  various  treaties  with  the  defpotic 
princes  of  France.  The  confederacy,  in  which  we 
endeavoured  to  make  an  impreffion  upon  France, 
compofed  of  heterogeneous  materials  purfuing  dif- 
ferent objefts,  Mr.  Fcx  ftrongly  and  repeatedly 
predicted,  muft  be  foon  diflblved.  If  the  objetts  of 
the  war  had  been  juft  and  wife,  the  plans  were 
disjointed,  inconfiftent,  and  Consequently  ineffe&ual. 
But  minifters,  faid  Mri  Fox,  ilever  defined  the 
objeft  :  they  vaguely  told  us  we  were  fighting  for 
fecurity ;  but  wherein  was  that  fecurity  to  confift. 
In  forme?  wars  our  objects  had  been  definite,  to 
prevent  the  aggrandizement  of  France*,  by  the 
acceilion  of  one  of  her  princes  to'  the  throne  of 
Spamf;  to  protect  our  merchantmen  from  the 
fearch  of  Spaniards  J;  to  defend  our  colonies  from 
"the  encroachments  of  France  ||;  to  refift  the' inters 
ference  pf  foreign  natiohs,  in  difputes  between  us 
and  pur  colonies§.  There  th'e  objefts,  whether 
right  or  wrong,  were  definite :  but  here  they  were 
barren    generalities*    mere    abftra&ions  :     if,    as 

*  War  1689.  +  War  1702.  J*War  1739. 

||  War  1756.  §  War  1778.  <<. 

.    Vpl.  V.  Ff  minifters 
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minifters  profeffed,  we  were  not  warring  for  the  re- 
ftoration  of  the.  Bourbon  princes  to  the  throne  of 
France.  From  their  conduft,  however,  he  was  con- 
vinced they  did  propofe  that  refloration  which  he 
predicted  no  foreign  force  would  ever  produce.  He 
had  fpoken,  and  Xvould  always  continue  to  fpeak, 
againff  a  war  which  fought  no  objeft  beneficial  to 
Great  Britain ;  required  exertions  that  drained  her 
refources,  and  anticipated  the  produ&s  of  future  in- 
duftry.  He  prophecied  that  the  war  with  France, 
like  the  war  with  America,  would  terminate  in  dif- 
appointment.  We  were .  incurring  an  enormous 
expence,  in  return  for  which  we  had  no  profpedt  of 
advantage  or  compenfation.  Such  conduft  might 
be  varniflied  by  fplendid  eloquence,  or  juftified  by 
fophiflical  logic,  yet  when  viewed  by  common  fenfe 
and  common  prudence,  it  was  infatuated  blindnefs 
that  was  producing  confequences  which  the  prefent 
and  future  ages  would  have  ftrong  reafbns  to  lament 
and  deplore.  The  minifter  merely  played  on  the 
paffions  which  he  had  himfelf  enflamed,  without 
addreffing  the  reafon  or  confulting  the  inttjreft  of 
his  countrymen.  Thefe  arguments  were  repeated 
both  on  dired  motions  for  peace*,  and  various  other 
queftions  connected  with  the  war,  but  produced  no 
effeft  on  the  majorities  in  parliament. 

Next  to  peace  .and  war,  queftions  arifing  from 
internal  difcontent,  projects  of  innovation,  and  the 
profecutions  which  fome  abettors  of  thefe  had  un- 


#  February  17th,  by  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdown :  May  30th* 
by  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Mr,  Fox,  in  their  refpedive 
boufes. 


dergone, 
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dergone,  occupied  the  chief  fhare  of  parliamentary  chap. 
deliberation.     Meffrs.  Muir  and  Palmer,  and  the  t^^^j 
fentenced  members  of  the  Scottifli  convention,  in      I794, 
confequence  of  the  power  left  by  the  judgment  with 
his  majefty  and  council  to  appoint  the  place  of  de- 
portation, had  been  ordered  to  be  fent  to  Botany 
Bay.     In  the  execution  of  their  fentence  they  had 
been  fent  on  board  tranfports  at  Woolwich,  along  ' 
with  other  convi&s  deftined  for  the  fame  place. 
Many  who  admitted  the  juftnefs  of  the  judgment,  Queftiom 
deprecated  the   feverity  of  the  treatment;  but  a  [h?trtaT/for 
ftronger  ground  was  taken  in  parliament :  it  was  c^jj""^ 
maintained,  that  the  fentence  was  not  legal,   and 
thai  the  criminal  jurifprudence  of  Scotland  required 
a  revifipn,  which  fhould  render  it  more  definite  and  ' 
precife,  and  put  it  on  the  fame  footing  with  the 
penal  law  of  England.     Motions  to   thefe  intents 
were  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Adam,  a  counfellor  of 
great  eminence,  deeply  converfant  both  in  Scottifli 
and  EngKfli  law,  with  moral  and  political  fcienee, 
which  could  appreciate  their  feparate  and  com- 
parative merits.     With  this  view,  he  propofed  to  Mr  A<w$ 
bring  forward  two  bills;  the  one  of  which  fhould  p^p0^ 

amendment 

grant  an  appeal  to  the  lords  of  parliament  from  the  of  the  Scot- 
judgment  of  the  courts  of  judiciary  and  circuit  in  Uw.CrmiBa 
Scotland,  in  matters  of  law ;  the  other  fhould  affi- 
milate  the  criminal  law  of  England  and  Scotland, 
that  crimes  and  mifdemeanours  affefting  the  ftate 
fhould  be  on  the  fame  footing  in  both  countries  ; 
that  a  grand  jury  fhould  be  held  in  Scotland  in  the 
fame  cafes  as  in  England ;  and  that  the  power  of 
the  lord  advocate  fhould  be  the  fame  as  the  power  of 
the  attorney  general.  Thefe  objefts  Mr.  Adam  had 
Ff2.  /  in 
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in  view  before,  and  in  the  preceding  fefHon  had  &<* 
nounced  his  intention  of  propofing  alterations  which 
I794#  fliould  aflimilate  the  criminal  law  of  the  two  coun- 
tries. But  the  recent  trials  in  Scotland,  in  his  appre- 
henfion,  had  rendered  the  difcuflion  of  the  fubjett 
more  urgently  neceflary ;  and  made  it  advifeable 
to  change  the  intended  form  of  the  propofitions  fo 
as  to  include  a  declaratory  and  retrofpeftive,  as  well 
as  an  ena&ing  and  profpeftive  operation.  His  firft 
proportion  was  introduced  to  the  houfe  of  commons 
on  the  4th  of  February.  Its  purpofe  was,  to  efta- 
blifh  an  appeal  from  the  court  of  judiciary  to  the 
Lords,  and  to  have  a  claufe  inferted  which  fhould 
fubjeft  the  fentences  of  1 793  to  the  proje&ed  revifal. 
Having  ftated  hiftorically  and  juridically  the  fafts 
and  tendencies  refpefting  the  law  as  it  now  ftood, 
and  its  adminiflration ;  he  obferved,  that  there  was 
not  only  a  ftrong  analogy  between  the  criminal  codes 
of  England  and  of  Scotland  in  the  great  purpofes 
of  all  penal  laws,  but  a  (hiking  refemblance  alio 
in  their  refpeSive  courfe  of  proceedings.  Their 
mode  of  trial  by  jury  was  the  fame ;  every  thing  was 
the  fame  except  one  circumftance  ;  a  right  in  the 
houfe  of  lords  to  revife  the  fentences  of  the  court 
of  jufticiary  and  the  circuit  courts.  With  regard  to 
the  inconvenience  that  might  accrue  by  bringing 
cafea  of  criminal  law  from  Scotland  to  a  tribunal 
that  did  not  underftand  the  fyftem  of  Scottish  crimi- 
nal law,  this  was  an  obje&ion  that  applied  much 
*  lefs  to  penal  than  civil  cafes,  fubjefted  by  the  union 
to  the  appeal  which  he  now  propofed  *.     Criminal 

*  Speech  of  Mr.  Adam,  introcu&ory  to  bit  motion.    Parlia- 
mentary Debates,  4th  February,  179^ 

laws 
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laws  had,  in  all  countries,  a  confiderable  likenefs, 
becaufe  there  was  in  all  countries  an  abhorrence  of 
crimes ;  whereas  civil  laws  greatly  differed  under      I794, 
different  drcumftances,  obje&s,  and  purfuits  of  the 
feveral  focfeties.     Mr.  Adam  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  give  an  appeal  to  the  lords  in  par- 
liament from  judgments,  and  fentences  of  the  court  of 
jufticiary  and  circuit  courts  in  Scotland,  in  matters  of 
law,  and  that  this  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe.     The  motion  was  oppofed  on  the  fol- 
lowing ground  :  it  was  a  total  change  in  th.e  law, 
as  it  had  exifted  both   fince  and  before  the  union. 
No  appeal  had  ever  lain  from  the  jufticiary  court 
either  to  the  parliament  of  Scotland  or  the  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain ;  there  was  no  reafon  for  the 
propofed  innovation,  as  no  evil  had  been  felt  under 
the  eftablifhed  mode.     The  greater  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Scotland  were  perfe&ly  fatisfied  with 
the  adminiftration  of  law  as  it  now  flood.     They 
were  perfuaded  of  its  excellence,  and  fenfibleof  the 
bleffings  which  they  enjoyed  under  its  prote&ion. 
It  was  .impolitic  and  hazardous  to  change  a  fyftem 
experienced  to  be  beneficial  for  a  fyftem  untried, 
and  confequently  of  doubtful  operation  in  that  coun- 
try, and  not  fought  by  the  people  for  whofe  benefit 
it  was  intended  #.     After  a  great  difplay  of  legal 
and  political  ability  by  the  mover,  his  fupporters  t»        ' 
and  his  opponents  J,  the  motion  was  negatived  by  a 

*  Thefe  arguments  are  to  be  found  principally  in  the  fpeech 
of  Mr.  Anftruther.  See  Parliamentary  Debates,  February  4th, 
1794-  , 

f  Chiefly  Meflrs,  Adair  and  Fox. 

t  Meflrs.  Anftruther,  Watfon,  and  the  Loni  Advocate.  See 
Parliamentary  Debates. 

F-f  3  majority 
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chap,  majority  of  a  hundred  and  twenty-fix  to  thirty-one. 
y^i^j  Defeated  on  the  queflion  of  appeal,  Mr.  Adam  pro- 
•794-  pofed  an  enquiry  which  he  had  intended  to  have 
1^4  •*'<>  made  a  part  of  the  fame  bill.  He  moved  for  a  copy 
£*£!!?  of  the  record  of  the  trials  df'Meflrs.  Muir  and 
uih  judge*.-  paimer5  on  the  24th  of  February  ;  and  on  the  10th 
of  March  propofed  the  revifion  of  the  fentencc  paffed 
hfrTpeecfcon  upon  thefe  two  gentlemen.  He  undertook  to  prove, 
firft,  that  the  crimes  charged  againft  Meffrs.  Muir 
and  Palmer  were  what  the  law  of  Scotland 
calls  leafing  making,  or  public  libel  ;  that,  by  the 
law  of  Scotland,  the  pumfhtnent  annexed  to 
leafing  making  was  fine,  xmprifonment,  or  banifti- 
ment,  but  not  transportation :  that  the  a&s  proved 
againft  thefe  gentlemen  did  not  amount  to  leafing 
making,  the  crime  charged  in  the  indi&ment.  If 
the  mover  made  good  thefe  pofitions,  the  obvious 
inference  was,  that  the  Scottifh  judges  had,  in  the 
late  fentences,  greatly  exceeded  their  power  j  and 
if  they  did  fo,  the  illegality  would  be,  in  impofing 
fuch  a  piinifhment,  extremely  tyrannical.  The 
mover  fupported  his  legal  pofitions  by  very  exten- 
five  knowledge,  juridical  and  hiftorical,  reci- 
procally illuftrating  and  enforcing  each  other  ;  he 
endeavoured  from  flatute,  analogy,  and  precedent, 
explained  by  their  civil  afrd  political  reafons,  to 
eftablifh  his  dottrines  ;  and  attempted  to  prove  that 
the  afts,  cafes,  and  decifions  which  he  quoted,  were 
not  detached  or  infulated,  but  all  refulted  from  the 
fame  fpirit  and  principles,  operating  moft  effe&ually 
at' the  bell  times,  under  the  moft  admired  au- 
thorities and  pureft  acjminiftrations  of  juftice.  He 
^lfo  contended,  that  tranfportation  to  places  be- 

yoitf 
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yond  feas  neither  was  nor  could  be  a  part  of  the  chap. 
Scottifli  law  before  the  union,  becaufe  there  were  no  v--^v^j 
places  beyond  feas  in  the  pofTeflion  of  Scotland ;  and       f  79* 
no  a&  had  fince  the  union,  beenpaffed,  allowing 
Scottifh   courts   to  tranfport   in   cafes  of  fedition. 
On  thefe  grounds  he  denied;  the  right  of  the  Scottifh 
judges  to  infiidt  fuch  a  punifhment  if  the  crime  had 
been  eftablifhed  •>   and  farther,  afferted   that  the 
charge  was  not  proved.     Having  thus  endeavoured 
to  fliew  that  criminal  juftice  had  been  perverted,  he 
forcibly  and  eloquently  ftated  the  evils,  moral  and 
political,   which  muft  arife  from  fuch  perverfion  ; 
and  concluded  with  moving  the  production  of  the 
records. 

The  lord  advocate,  chief  law  officer  of  the  crown  R*piyofti* 
in  Scotland,  had  officially  afted  as  the  leading  pub-  ate. 
lie  accufer  againft  thofe  perfons ;  and  now  vindi- 
cated the  judgments  in  queftion  as  legal  and  meri- 
torious. He  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  though 
banifhment,  by  the  Englifh  law,  might  not  be  the 
fame  with  tranfportation,  they  were  regarded  as 
fynoitfmous  by  the  Scottifh  law  :  this  (he  faid) 
was  their  acceptation  uniformly  in  the  opinio^ 
of  criminal  courts  and  lawyers ;  and  he  quoted 
cafes  to  illuftrate  his  do&rine.  Such  conftruttion, 
he  argued,  was  perfe&ly  conformable  to  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Scottifh  jufticiary  courts,  and  the  Scottifh 
privy  council  ;  and  he  particularly  ftated  inftances 
that  had  occurred  in  the  reign  of  Charles  IL  to  juf- 
tify  his  expofition.  After  endeavouring  to  prove 
that  fuch  was  the  law,  he  vindicated  its  recent  exer- 
cife.  The  perfons  in  queftion  had  been  extremely 
aftive  in  fedition,  and  deferved  exemplary  punifh- 
Ff4  ment 
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ment.  The  chief  fpeakers  *  on  both  fides  took  a 
very  a&ive  fhare  in  this  debate,  which  produced  a 
difplay  of  legal  and  political  ability  that  has  been 
rarely  exceeded  in  parliament  :  the  motioil  was 
negatived  by  a  great  majority.  Notwithftanding 
thefe  repeated  dilappointments,  the  manly  fpirit  of 
Mr.  Adam  proceeded  in  the  courfe  whichheconceived 
to  be  right.  On  -the  25  th  of  March  he  introduced 
a  third  motion  for  regulating  the  jufticiary  courts  of 
Scotland:  the  general  objeft  of  his  propofition 
was  the  affimilation  of  theScottifh  to  the  Englifli 
criminal  law,  in  its  fubfknee,  fandtions,  rules,  and 
forms  of  adminiftratiori.  The  difcuffion  of  thiffubjeft 
neceflarily  introduced  arepetition  of  certain  arguments 
which'  had  been  already  ufed  j  but  alfo  intermingled 
new  matter.  The  mover  endeavoured  to  prove,  by 
accurate  enumeration,  the  general  incompetence  of 
the  Scottifh  criminal  fyftem  to  anfwer  the  purpofes 
of  fubftantial  juftice;  he  kept  his  prefent  propofi- 
tion diftinft  from  the  fpecial  fubjefts  and  enquiries 
which,  at  his  motion,  the  houfe  had  lately  been  dif- 
cuffing;  and  confidered,  the  prefent  as  a  general 
queftion,  whicfy  derived  its  reafons  and  importance 
from  the  general  fyftem  of  Scottifli  penal  law  and 
its  adminiftration.  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  denied 
the  neceflity  or  policy  of  a  change  in  a  fyftem  with 

*  Meffrs.  Sheridan  and  Fox  on  ihe  one  hand,  and  Mr.  Pitt  on 
the  other,  exerUj  thtmfelves  in  refpeclively  fupporting  Mcffrs. 
Adam  and  Dundas.  Mr.  Dundas's  exhibition  on  this  fuhjeA  was 
univerfally  allowed  to  be  able,  and  worthy  of  the  high  office 
.which  he  filled.  Mr.  Adam's  fpetch  was,  by  all  parties, deemed 
one  of  the  firft  that  had  ever  been  delivered  upon  a  fubje£fc  of  law 
within  that  houfe,  and  made  a  very  great  addition  to  a  chara&cr 
fall  riling  la  eminence,, 

which 
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which  the  people  fubjeffc  to  it  were  thoroughly  cohi  char 
tented ;  inftituted  a  comparifon  between  the  Scottifh  ^-v-*^ 
and  Englifh  law,  and  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  in      J7** 
many  cafes  the  Scottifh  penal  code  was  much  fupe- 
rior.     Refpe&ing  feditioh*  when  he  faw  the  attacks 
that  were  daily  made  on  the  very  vitals  of  the  confti-  ' 
tution  ;  when  he  obfervedthis  fyftematically  done  ( 
when  he  found  that  works  in  their  nature  hoftile  to 
the  government  of  the  country,  and  addreffed  to  the 
lower  orders  of  fociety,were  fpread  with  indefatigable 
induftry,  he  muft  avow  his  convidion  that  the  pu- 
nifhment  annexed  to   this  crime  by  the  law  of 
England  was  not  fufficiently  ffcvere  to  deter  perfons 
from  this  pa&ice,  and  that  the  legiflature  muft  adopt 
a  different  mode  of  procedure  upon  that  fubjeft  #. 
The  lord  advocate,  ^yith  more  minute  Specification* 
defended  the  law  of  Scotland  and  lt^admiiuftration* 
The  attorney  general,  with  his  ufual  acutenefs  and 
moderation,   defended  the  criminal  juftice  of  Scot- 
land, as  adapted  to  the  general  purpofes  of  penal 
codes;    the  fentiments,    charader,   purfuits,   and 
habits  of  the  people  $  and  as  firmly  fixed  by  the  ar- 
ticles of  the  union j  but  he  delivered  no  opinion  on 
the   competency  of  the  Englifh  penal  code,  as  it 
then  flood,  to  reftrain  fedkion.     The  feemingly  in- 
cidental  observations  of  Mr.  Dundas  refpe&ing  the 
inadequacy  of  the  Englifh  laws,  did  not  efcape  the 
Jpenfetration  of  Mr.  Fox.     He  appeared  to  confider  *n*y  of 
it  not  merely  as  an  illuftrative  remark  on  the  fub- 
.jeft  before  the  houfe,  but  as  an  indired  intimation 
of  an  agitated  change,  and  intended  to  found  the 
'ppinkftL  and  feelings  of  the  commons  :  he  warned 

*f  Sec  Parliamentary  Debate?,  March  25th,  1794. 

him 
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C  Hm  P*  ^m  tQ  ^warc  k°w  he  meddled  with  the  liberties  of 
x^-v-^  Engltfhmen,   and  to  confider  well  before  he  in- 
The'  p?^<>.   creafed    punifhment.    #  This  third  motion  of  Mr. 
*rioniiue-  Adam  experienced  a  fimilar  fate  with  the  two  for* 
mer  ;  and  was  negatived  by  a  very  great  majority. 
Petitions  from  Meflrs.  Muir  and  Palmer  were  laid 
before  the  houfe,  praying  the  reconsideration  of  the 
fentences ;  but  the  commons  refufed  to  interpofe 
in  a  judgment  which  had  been  regularly  pronounced 
by  a  competent  court.     Thofe  important  fubjefts 
which  Mr.  Adam  fubmitted  to  the  difcuffion  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  were  alfo  introduced  before  the 
lords  by  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale.     His  lordfhip's 
motion  was  negatived  without  a  divifion  ;  and  the 
lord  chancellor  propofed  a  refolution,  declaring, 
"  there  was  no  ground  for  interfering  in  the  efta- 
blifhed  courts  of  criminal  juftice  as  adminiftered 
under  the  conftitution,   and  by  which  the  rights, 
liberties,  and  properties  of  all  ranks  of  fubje^s  were 
protected."    Thus  finished  the  parliamentary  con- 
sideration of  fubjefts  which  warmly  interefted  the 
public  mind.     Meflrs.  Muir,  Palmer,  and  alfo  the 
condemned  members  of  the  Scottifli  convention, 
were  fent  to   Botany  Bay.     Many  out  of  par- 
liament, who  ufually  coincided  with  adminiftra- 
tion,  reckoned  this  punifhment  extremely  fevere. 
Though  unable  to  follow  Mr.  Adam  through  the 
refearches  of  legal  difquifition,  or  the  depths  of  legal 
fcience,   yet,  conceiving  the  convi&s  in  queftion  to 
be  rather  mifled  by  enthufiafm  than  prompted  by  ma- 
lignant intentions,  they  thought  that  the  punifhment 
far  exceeded  the  moral  guilt.  Others,  who  deemed 
fevere  punifhment  neceffary,  argued,,  that  whatever 

the 
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the  intention  might  be,  the  tendency  was  fo  perni-  c  h  a  p. 
cious  as  to  require  the  mod  rigorous  chaftifement  v*<~-v-w 
which  the  law  permitted,  for  the  future  prevention      ,794" 
of  fo  dangerous  incendiaries ;  but  this  laftreafoning 
proceeding  on  a  fuppofition  that  the  law  did  permit 
fuch  fentences,  could  make  no  impreffion  on  thofe 
who  denied  the  premifes. 

The  punifhment  of  thefe  agitators  In  Scotland  Proofs  of 
did  not  deter  innovating  projedors  in  England  from  \*l  l£\*F*m 
advancing  with  their  fchemes.     During  the  preced-  J^^JJL 
ing  year  clubs  had  met,  both  in  full  affemblies  and 
detached  committees,   to  project  plans  and  devife 
expedients  for  effecting  the  manifold  and  radical 
changes  which  the  Britifli  conftitution  required  to 
fuit  the  ideas  which  thefe  perfons  had  formed  of  the 
perfe&ion  of  political  fyftems.     Of  the  three  focie-  Proceed^ 
ties  which  we  have  already  recorded  to  have  con-  craticau^T 
gratulated.the  French  convention  on  the  downfal  *lCtle,* 
of  monarchy j  the  revolution  club"  appears  to  have 
ceafed  its  colleftive  exiftence ;  mod  of  its  members 
being  probably  joined  to  the  other  fraternities.  The 
other  two,  the  conftitutional  and  correfponding  fo- 
cieties,   very  feduloufly  made  certain  refults  of  their 
deliberations  known  to  the  world  by  advertifements* 
fubferibed  with  the  names,  and  fanftioned  by  the 
authority  of  Mr.  Daniel  Adams  *,  under  clerk,  and 

Mr. 

*  This  Mr.  Daniel  Adams  I  have  feen  before  he  betook  him* 
felf  tp  his  legiflative  occupations.  He  then  appeared  to  be  a 
common-place,  harmlefs,  vam  man,  defirous  of  what,  in  collo- 
quial language,  is  called  dafhing.  His  chief  fubject  of  converfa- 
tion  was  the  high  company  which  he  kept,  and  his  own  import* 
ance  in  the  faid  company,     1  have  no  doubt  that  the  man  was 

actuated 
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C  uiii. P'  ^r#  Th°mas  Hardy,  fhoe-maker,  refpe&ively,  fe- 
^*^v^^  crctaries  to  the  conftitutional  and  correfponding  fo- 
1/9        ciety.     Thefe  were  feconded   by  hand-bills  and 
pamphlets,  fummoning  the  people  to  aflbciate  for  the 
attainment  of  radical  reform.     In  the  courfe  of  their 
preparations  they  had  called  feveral  meetings ;  efpe- 
c^ikF™.  ^allyone  at  Chalk  Farm,  near  Hamp (lead.    There 
feveral  intemperate  fpeeches  were  made j  and  when 
feftivity  intermingled  with  politics,  very  inflamma- 
tory toads  were  propofed,  and  the  meeting  was  nn- 
,        doubtedly  feditious.     Some  of  its  mod  aSive  mem- 
bers,  not  only  at  that  time,  but  in  their  habitual 
conduct,  mauif  cited  themfelves  inimical  to  the  Bri- 
tifh  conftitution,  as  far  as  their  enmity  could  operate; 
hoftile  to  kingly  government  of  all  kinds,  and  defi- 
rous  of  eftabliihing  a  Jacobinical  democracy.  Among 
thefe  one  qf  the  mod  noted  was  John  Thelwal,  def- 
ined to  the  fame  kind  of  perpetual  remembrance 
which  has  followed  John  Ball,  Wat  Tyler,  Jack 
Cade,  and  Kett  the  tanner,  thofe  celebrated  votaries 
uaurtt  of   of  radical  reform  in  their  days.     This  John  Thel- 
%rai  agamft    wal,  befides  his  joint  efforts  with  others  of  the  cor- 
conftin/tion  Tefponding  focieties,  was  fingly  and  feparately  in* 
lomnmem,  ftmmental  to  the  purpofes  of  fedition  by  a  kind  of 


a&uatedby  the  fame  love  of  diftin&ion  in  his  reforming  projects, 
and  that  no  inconfidcrable  motive  to  his  undertaking  the  office  of 
ftcretary  was  to  read  his  own  name  at  the  bottom  of  the  adver- 
tisements. Indeed,  as  I  have  already  faid, 'after  considerable 
enquiry  and  reflection,  I  think  no  one  paflion  produced  more 
votaries  of  change  than  vanity.  But  whatever  might  be  the 
fprihg  that  fet  fuch  an  engine  in  motion,  the  dangerous  Operation 
wa*  the  fame  when  it  was  actually  moved^ 

periodical 
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periodical  declamations,  which  he  ftyled  political  c  h  a  r. 
teftures.  Thcfe  leftures  were  chiefly  comments  on  v^v-^s 
Tom  Paine's  works  and  fimilar  performances,  with  * w" 
abufe  of  the  prefent  conftitutioft  and  government, 
more  diredt  and  pointed  to  its  fpecific  meafuresthan 
even  the  efforts  of  Paine  himfelf.  With  the  mpft 
fcurrilous  inve&ives  againft  eftablilhments,  which  he 
called  ufurpation,  his  harangues  mingled  vehement 
exhortations  *  to  revolution,  or,  as  he  phrafed  it,  to 
Tefume  the  rights  of  nature  t-  Government  ob- 
ferved  the  open  proceedings  of  thefe  focieties  and 
individuals,  and  fufpe&ed  the  fecret  machinations  of 
the  ringleaders  :  to  difcover  the  truth  they  adopted 
the  policy  which  is  neceflary  in  apprehended  plots  J;  . 
and  employed  defpicable  inftruments  that  are  eafily 
to  be  found  in  all  great  cities,  as  fpies  that  were  to 
attend  the  conventicles  of  fedition,  and  to  become 
members  of  the  focieties,  in  order  to  betray  the  fe- 
crets  with  which  they  might  be  entrufted.  In 
confequence  of  difcoveries  which  were  obtained 
through  thefe  and  other  channels,  miniflers  ordered 

*  Sec  Thelwal's  Tribune,  paffim.* 

+  See  Rights  of  Nature,  in  opposition  to  the  ufurpation  of 
eftablimment,  by  the  fame,  paffim. 

J  The  anti*minifterial  writing*  of  the  times  feverely  inveighed 
agamft  government  for  employing  wretches  fo  very  deftUute  of 
honour,  and  thence  inferred  to  be  fo  unworthy  of  belief.  But 
the  beft  and  wifeft  ftatefman,  in  inveftigating  fecret  and  afTociated 
villany,  mud  often  make  ufe  of  worthlefs  inftruments.  As  well 
might  Cicero  be  blamed  for  employing  the  proiliiute  Fulvia  in 
'eliciting  information  refpe&ing  a  confpiracy  which  he  deemed 
dangerous  to  Rome,  as  miniilers  for  employing  fuch  fellows  as 
Gdllin,  Lynham,  Taylor,  and  Groves,  to  elicit  information  con- 
^erning  a  confpiracy  which  they  conceived  dangerous  to  Britain. 

Hardy 
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Hardy  and  Adams  to  be  arretted,  and  their  pa- 
per* to,  be  feized ;  and  immediately  after  Thehval, 
Loveit  a  hair-drefTer,  Martin  an  attorney,  and  two 
or  three  others,  to  be  apprehended*  In  a  few  days 
the  arreftatiqns  extended  to  men  of  higher  rank  and 
reputation :  Mr.  Joyce,  a  refpe&able  clergyman, 
chaplain  to  Lord  Stanhope ;  Mr.  Kydd,  a  barrifter 
of  talents  and  faft  riling  chara&er ;  the  eminent 
and  celebrated  Mr.  Home  Tooke,  were  among  the 
numbers  of  the  confined.  The  papers  being  exa- 
mined, it  was  found  that  the  two  focieties  had  con- 
certed a  projed  for  affembling,  by  their  joint  influ- 
ence, a  national  convention.  This  defign,  in  com- 
bination with  the  many  other  proceedings  of  the  fo- 
cieties, was  conflrued  by  miniflers  to  be  a  confpiracy 
againft  the  conftitution ;  and  confequently  (they 
inferred),  a  confpiracy  againft  the  king,  amounting 
to  high  treafon.  His  majefty  fent  meffages  to  both 
houfes,  announcing  the  difcoveries  which  had  been 
made,  and  referring  to  their  confideration  the  volu- 
minous papers  that  had  been  feized.  The  miniflers 
propofed  a  fecret  committee  for  the  infpe&ion  of 
thefe  documents.  Mr.  Fox  reprobated  the  proje&ed 
fecrecy  as  unconftitutional  and  unneceffary,  tending 
to  promote  that  fyftem  of  mifery  and  delufion  with 
which  he  had  often  charged  the  meafures  of  admi- 
njftration.  Whatever  (he  faid)  the  criminality  is, 
drag  it  openly  to  light :  befides,  by  a  refolution  of 
ttiehoufe,  the  feizure  of  papers  has  been  declared 
to  be  illegal,  unlefs  treafon  be  charged  in  the  war- 
rant, which  authorizes  fuch  feizure.  Miniflers  re- 
plied, that  treafon  was  charged  in  the  warrant ;  that 
the  feizure,  therefore,  was  not  illegal  j  that  not  only 

prudent 
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prudent  policy  dire&ed,  but  the  moft  imperious  ne-  c  h  a  ?. 

ceffity  dilated,  fecrecy  in  their  inquifitorial  proceed-  s^^v-^-/ 
ings,  as  the  very  exiftence  of  parliament  and  the      *794- 

'conftitution  was  at  flake.     On  the  rath  of  March,  Comm'ttm 

at  the  inftance  of  ininifters,  fecret  committees  were  houL  ap. 

nominated ;  and  on  the  i6th  the  firft  report  being  S^^ 

read  to  the  commons,  Mr.  Pitt  ftated  tit  great  length  j£per^oftjie 

Jus  view  of  its  contents.     He  traced  the  hiftory  and  committed. 

Mr    i*\tt 

proceedings  of  the  focieties  for  the  laft  two  years;  ftatWh.s 
they  had  adopted  (he  faid)  the  monftrous  doftrines  fiba^)* 
of  the  Rights  of  Man,  which  feduced  the  weak  and 
ignorant  to  overturn  government,  law,  property, 
fecurity,  and  whatever  was  valuable ;  which  had  de- 
ftroyed  whatever  was  valuable  in  France,  and  en- 
dangered the  fafety,  if  not  the  exiftence,  of  every 
nation  in  Europe.     The  objeft  of  all  thefe  focieties 
was  the  pra&ical  inculcation  of  fuch  do&rines.     A 
,   correfpondence  prior  to  the  enormities  of  France  had 
fubfifted  between  thefe  focieties  and  the  French  ja-   * 
cobin   clubs.     When   the  jacobin  fa&ion,  which 
ufurped  the  government,   had  commenced  hofti- 

•  lities  againft  Great  Britain,  thefe  focieties  as  far 
as  they  could,  had  purfued  the  fame  condud,  ex- 

•  prefifed  the  fame  attachment  to  their  caufe,  adopted 
their  appellations,  and  formed  the  defign<>f  diffemi- 
nating  the  fame  principles.  Their  operations  were 
chiefly  dire&ed  to  maaufafturing  towns.  They 
confidered  the.  convention  at  Edinburgh  as  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people,  aflerted  the  in&ocenee.of 

•  thofe  members  who  fell  under  the  fentenc?  of  tfce 
law,  and  declared  they  could  only  look  for  reform 
in  fuch  a  convention  But  *the  chief  attention  of 
the  houfe  was  required  in  confidering  a  fociet/, 

though 
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C  liil^  ^^  compofed  of  the  mcaocft  and  looft  defpka* 
%^-^^j  ble  of  the  people,  who  ?^d  upon  the  warftjacobip 
*794*      principles,  and  had  within  it  the  means  of  the  moft 
unboundedcxtenfion  and  rapidincrcafe.  Thisfociety, 
comprehending  thirty  divifions  in  London,  was  con- 
nected by  a  fyftcmatic  correfpondence  with  other 
focieties  fcattered  through  the  manufa&uring  towns* 
It  had  arrived  at  fuch  a  pitch  of  audacity  as  to  de- 
clare its  competence  to  watch  over  the  progrefe  qf 
legation  ;  to  inveftigate  its  principles ;  to  prefcrihe 
limits  for  its  a&ions,  beyond  which  if  it  prefumed  to 
.advance,  an  end  was  to  be  put  to  the  exigence  of 
parliament  itfelf.    Recently  this  correijponding  fo- 
ciety  had  laid  before  the  conftitutional  fbciety  a  plan 
for  aflembling  a  convention  for  all  England.    The 
evident  objed  of  the  propofed  meeting,  in  Mr.  Pitt's 
opinion,  was  to  exercife  legiilative  and  judicial  ca- 
pacities, to  overturn  the  eftablifhed  fyfteni  of  go* 
vernment,  and  wreft  from  the  parliament  the  power 
•  which  the  conflitution  has  lodged  in  their  hands. 
This  plan  was  to  be  fpeedily  carried  into  execution, 
and  a  centrical  fpot  *  was  chofen  to  facilitate  the 
meeting  of  their  delegates.    AA  aflembly  had  beta 
held  on  the  14th  of  April,  and  resolutions  were 
paffed  winch  arraigned  every  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  threatened  the  fovereign,  infulted  the  houfe 
of  peers,  and  accufed  the  commons,  of  insufficiency. 
Declarations  were  uttered,  that  if  certain  meafuses 
were  purfued,  whether  with  or  ^without  the  content 
of  parliament,  they  ihould  be  refcinded  j  and  that 

.♦  Sks&tld. 

the 
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the  conftitulioil  was  utterly  tfeftroyed*.  Theprofcfc  c  f t£;p# 
of  thefe  allegations  were  their  own  records  ;  and  it  v^v->j| 
farther  appeared*  from  the  report,  that  arms  had  794* 
been  a&ually  procured  and  diftributed  by  the  fo- 
cieties;  arid  that,  fo  far  frcjm  breaking  up  this  ja* 
cobm  army,  they  had  {hewn  themfelres  immoveably 
bent  on  their  purfuit,  and  difplayed  preparations  of. 
defiance  and  refiftanfcg  to  government*  Frorti  all 
thefe  fads  Mr.  Pitt  inferred  there  was  a  very  da.V 
gtrous  confpiracy,  which  it  became  them,  by  feafon* 
#Ae  interference,  to  prevent  from  being  carried  into 
execution!.  In  times  of  apprehended  rebellion  it  had 
been  ufual  to  ena&  a  temporary  fufpenfion  of  the 
habeas  corpus  law :  that  aft  had  been  fufpended 
when  the  constitution  and 'liberty  of  the  country 
were  moft  guarded  and  refpe£ed ;  and  l'uch  a  fuft 
penfion  was  more  particularly  called  for  at  this  crifis* 
tfjien  attempts  were  made  to  difleminate  principles 
dangerous  to  that  conftiturion  for  the  prefervation  of 
v^xich  the  law  had  been  made  :  Mr.  Pitt,  therefore,  Mr»  *?<* 

propofes  A 

propofed  a  bill,  "  empowering  his  majefty  to  fecure  »>iii  for  dr* 
and  detain  all  perfons  fufpe&ed  of  defigns  againft  peSed  P«l 
his  crown  and  government/11    Mr.  Fpx  exprefled  ^Tj0^ 
his  aflQnjfhnlent  that  the    committee  fhould  fo-  ^c™fiTth*f 
lemnly  call  the  attentiQn  of  the  houfe  to  fa&s  fo  long  th<?  h^»« 

i  r»  •  n  •  «        «  '    *•  C>rplH. 

notorious:  the  perfons  in  queibon  had  v  for  two  m-.f**** 
yfears  openly  and  publicly  avowed  the  a£b  now  at  ITcged  c©n. 
ferted  to  amount  to  a  treafonabkplot.     If  this  was  fpi"cy* 
a.wnfpiracy,  it  was. the  moft  garrulous  confpiracy 

*  Report  of  the  fecret  centmietee  of  the  houfe  of  common* 
concerning  the  feditious  foe ic tics. 

f  Parliamentary  Debates,  May  l6th,  t-94. 

Vo*.  V.  Gg  thaf 
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chap,  thai'  was  eVer  recorded  m  Hiftory;  Hot*  for  orer* 
^J^^  tunting  government'  had  been  poblifhed  for  tw<y 
i?94-  yfcart  in  the  daily  newfpapers  jj  the;  rteal  tranfa&kau 
reported  by  the  committee  were  chiefly  repetition* 
of  dale ;  advertifements*  What  was  the  red  amount^ 
taken  apart  from  the  comments  of  Mr,  Pittas  do- 
qfcence?  Societies  had  been  conftituted  for  the  pur^ 
poles  of  parliamentary  reform ;  thefe  had  corrfet 
ponded  together;  and  they  had  ooitefpond^d'  with 
France  when  at  peace  with  this  country,  Toeffeft  the 
purpofes.  of  parliamentary  reform,  a  convention 
had  been  held  in  Edinburgh :  all  thfcfe-  fefts 
were  notorious  and  dale  ;  a  convention  wit 
ptopofed  for  the  purpofes  of  reform  in  England; 
and*  this  was  the  only  new  information.  TT*e 
projeft  was  in  itfelf  contemptible  and  ridiculous, 
and  could  not  really  alarm  the  minifter,  or  aiy  man 
in  his  fehfes.  The  remainder  was  not  ftatement  of 
fads,  but  inferences  either  of  the  committee  or  mi- 
nifter;  containing  zxt  imputation:  of  intention  t& 
overturn^government,  without  the  flighted  evidence 
that  fuch  -intentions  exifted.  No  grounds  were  ad- 
duced that  could  poffiMy  juftify  fuch  a  momentous1 
intrerichment  on  the  liberties  of  the:  fubje&  as  thii 
'  -  bill  propeffed.  The  minifter,  Mfc  Fbk  bdieved, 
was  not  really  alarm&d  *{  :but  it  was  neceflafy  fdr 
his  views  to  keep  up  or  create  fome  new»caufe  of 
panic,  to  gain  a  continuation  of  poWet-  over  tb£  peo- 
ple f.    Why  had  not  the  law-officers  of  tfafe  tjrewfe  « 

•  Parliamentary  Debate*,  ?6th  May,  1794. 

f  This  opinion  was  (till  mote  poignantly  aflerted"by  Mx.w 
Sheridan. 
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jffpfec^ted  the  .^uU}or§;  qf  .the  f  wrings  tor  &Qtj&,xer  C  H  ;Cp- 
porjed  totft*  hpufe*  jfjfeej!  werefp  ypry,  mifghig^  v^-vr-O 
TPUfcL  The  j>ilj  underwent  a,  veryjnjei:efting  dif?.     ,7** 
cuffion  in  both  houfes  :  it§  other /iippqrters  agrees 
WgmthMx,  Pitt*  cgntspded  that  the.fa£t&  brought 
.t<L.%kt  ^vinced  the  exiftence  of  a  mftft  daageroiii. 
<^fi?J3<Syi  re^inng^thepjpp;Qfed  fufpenfion  in  or- 
dgr/ajtbgr  tQ.  djfcover  its  e&teht,.  ai\4  io  prevent  jte 
w^ierj  difFufio%    The  other  gpppfers  agreed  with. 
Mr?Fpx  that  bd.  cpnfpiracy  or  proje&  of  r£beJlion: 
ejj|Jedf:  and  fh^t  the  bjU.wafc  an  ui^pec^flary  and 
deftru&ive  infringement  of  Britifh  liberty  ;  but  the  Thtbiiui 
defign  of  Mr.  Pitt  prevailed,  apd  the  proposition  of  law. 
minifters  was  patted  into  a  law.       3y  perfons  who., 
admitted  criminalty  in  the  facts  charged,  different- 
opinions  were  entertained  concerning  the  degree. of; 
guilt  wh;ch,  if  proved 7  they  would  confute..  The,  M;n;fteri 
Lord  Chancellor  Loughborpugh,  aftfl  feveral  othpr  \lfl^* 
eminent  Jawyer?,  cqnceived   that  the;  ajlegatipps,;  <rel,jr»d««» 
if  p^abjilhed,,  would  amojiht  to  a  coufpiragr  agai,nftr  ch^ed  to 
the  king  and 'government,  and  muft  be  considered  ^J* 
as  intending  or  comparing  the  king's  4e£t*V  -  No  left  urd  Thar- 
eaiinent ^lawyers,'  and  at  their , head  J,qrd  jhurlow,,  JETt2^S£ 
declared,   that,  though  prpved,  they,  .would    ocft^  ^^f"^ 
amount  to  high  treafpn  j  that  the  interpretation  by  jwi  wfo*. 
wliich  they  lhould  be  denominated  ^igh.treafoa^ 
was  tptafly  incojififtenjf  yrith  the  letter,  pf.pw:  fta*jC 
tutes,  which  ErecKe|y  wd  acfcur^tely* defined. thkv< 
crirpe  ;  and  with  the  fpim  pf  our.  Jaws,  wtych ,  re- , 
jefted  circyitoys  codftjuftlon,  Thefe  tHpught  that  the 
allegations  amounted  to  feditiph,.  and  jhat  the  per*, 
fons  who  flip^^  prpved  *&\Ytfy  guilty  wouli  we})^ 
deferve  the  p^&m^t'annexed  to  fedition  by  the 

G  f  2  law* 
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tf  Lin  P*  *aw8  °^  England.  Government  having  adopted  the 
v->-v-^>  chancellor's  opinion,  and  refolred  to  profecute  the 
the'^fed  perfons  aiTefted  for  high  treafon,  fent  them  to  the 
are  fMc  to    Tower,  there  to  be  confined  until  evidence  fhoufd 

the  Tower.  •*••-.. 

be  pt epaffed  for  their  trials. 
•  Thefe  were  the  principal  difcuffions  and  meafures 
concerning  fubje&s  of  internal  tranquillity,  whether 
retrofpe&ive  or  profpeftive,  that  engaged  parliament 
sup^iet.  during  the  prefent  fefiion*  The  other  objefts  which 
chiefly  occupied  its  deliberations  were  warlike  pre- 
parations both  for  defence  and  attack  :  the  invef- 
tigatioft  of  belligerent  meafures  and  events,  and 
fchemes  of  .finance. 

An  expedition  having  been  proje&ed  to  fe-ani- 
iAate  and  affifl  the  infurgents  of  La  Vendee,  a 
body  of  Heffian  troops  was  hired  as  part  of  the 
force  deftined  for    that    fervice  r    they   reached 
the    coaft  of  the  Me   of  Wight,     and,  to  pre- 
vent  (icknefs,  wete  difembarked  until  preparations 
nibate        fliould  be  ready.     No  objedHon  was  made  to  the 
introduction  employment  or  deftination  of  thofe  troops ;  nor  was 
"iwjif811     the  propriety  or  neceffity  of  landing  them  called  in 
qtieftion ;  but  it  was  maintained  in  parliament,  that 
whenever  the  introdu&ion  of  foreign  troops  became 
,  neceffary,  minifters  ought  either  to  obtain  the  pre- 

vious  confent  of  parliament,  or  refort  to  a  bill  of 
indemnity.  Without  difcufling  the  general  queftion 
of  prerogative,  fo  as  to  form  any  precedent  for  fu- 
ture times,  it  was  determined  that  the  fpeciflc  exi- 
gency juftified  the  meafure  in  the  prefent  cafe- 
Biii  for  the  Among  the  military  fupplies  propofed  for  the  fcr- 
«fc«iif*m».  vice  of  the  current  year,  was  a  corps  of  emigrant 
tolunteers.    Mr.  Pitt  introduced  a  bill  for  that  piur- 

pofe 
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pofe,  to  enable  the  emigrant  fubje&s  of  France  to  chap. 
enjift  in  his  majefty's  fcrvicc  on  the  continent  of  y  -^'..j* 
Europe,  and  to  receiye  native  officers.  Such  a  ,794" 
corps  mud  be  (it  was  faid  by  .  its  fupporters) 
of  wonderful  efficacy,  efpecially  if  fent  to  affift 
the  royalifts  of  La  Vendee,  The  great  body  of 
the  French  was  inimical  to  the  terrible  fyftem, 
and  wanted  nothing  but  the  profpe&  of  fteady  and 
vcffe£tual  aid  to  animate  and  invigorate  them  againft 
th$  convention.  The  prefent  ufurpation  of  France 
-was  incompatible  with  the  exiflence  of  other  govern- 
ments ;  and  till  we  could  overthrow  their  fyftem  of 
politics,  we  mud  not  hope  ^  for  peace  or  fecurity  *. . 
In  this  endeavour  he  thought  it  right  to  unite  with 
us  perfons  who  had  the  fame  reafons  with  ourfelves, 
§ud  who  called  upon  the  Britifh  nation  to  give  them 
arms.  A&  the  prefent  propofition,  combined  with 
the  reafoning  by  which  it  was  fupported,  appeared 
to  approach  nearer  to  interference  in  the  internal 
affairs  of  France  than  minifters  had  before  profeffed 
to  intend,  it  was  very  warmly  promoted  by  Mr.* 
Burke,  who  feemed  at  lad  to  conceive  hopes  that 
Pritain  would  refolve,  and  explicitly  avow  its  refo- 
fetipn  of  carrying  oil  war  for  the  reftoration  of  mo- 
narchy. Mr.  Dundas,  indeed,  had  not  dated  the; 
reftitution  of  kingly  government  as  fynonimous  with 
the  overthrow  of  the  exifting  ufurpation.  Mr. 
Burke,  however,  conceived  that  the  terrible  fyftem.  .  , 

did  not  fpring  from  the  individual  chara&er  .of 
Robefpierre,  but  from  the  revolution  which  over- 

•  Sec  Mr.  Dundas-s  fpeeclj  on  the  bill  for  employing  emU 
grants,  when  before  the  committee. 

Gg3  turned 
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turned  the  eftablifhed  orders,  enabled  and  ftimu- 
iktedRSbeTp^  The^feS- 

grant  corps;  he  hdp<§d,  bfli{6ng3*fhd  La  Vendeiftj, 
4f  poWerfolly  and  comprehefcfivfcly  fiijpport&T  by 
thk  country,  would  p^ve  the  way  fotf  aTcotftititf- 
revoltition,  ■'  Meflh,  P6x'and  Shcfiddn|  with'foibe 
bthert,  oppofed  the  bill :  they  alleged  that  It  ten3e5 
to  render  the  war  more  ferocious,  which  mtiftTSF- 
Srays  be  the  confequence  of  arming  citizen  agamft 
Citizen ;  raifed  a  force  that  was  totally  inefficacious* 
and  that  would  certainly  be  overpowered;  employed 
the  votaries  of  the  old  government  againft  the  new 
government ;  and  thus,  contrary  to  the  profeffions 
of  mioifters,  really  interfered  in  the  internal  affairs 
Of  France,  They  farther  reprefented  the  meafuri 
£s  iilconfiftent  with  humanity  towards  the  emigrants 
theffifelves.  The  French  government  had  declared 
that  no  quarter  fhould  be  given  to'  Frenchmen 
taught  in  arms  againft  the  republic.  In  its  imm& 
diate  operation  it  muft  encourage  the  moft  cruel 
retaliation  and  ferocious  vengeance ;  in  its  ultimate 
reftilr,  from  the  hnmenfe  force  of  the  prfeferit  go*fcri£ 
meht,  it  would  expofe  the  emigrants  to  the  mdft 
dreadful  butchery.  On  thefe  grounds  they  oppofed 
the  bill}  but  their  objections  were  over-ruled  iit 
paffed  through  both  houres  with  veVy  gr&t  majori- 
ties, and  waft  enafted  into  a  law;  "  *..--*- 
Aft>rtHM.  In  the  courfe  of  the  feffion  1  meflage  from  the 
uuirtbn!n  king  announced  the  avowed  intentions "t>f  the  etfeiftf 
ft>  invade  this  kingdom;  A  great  augiflferitatibh  df 
the  militia,  and  an  addition  of  v6lahte^r  feftdbl^ 
<iorps  jycre  accordingly  voted :  a  letter  from  the 
fecnetaiy  of  ftate  to  'the  lord  Heutcfcatttslof  coutfties, 
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iAatedvoiontary  fubferiptionj  tolevytrofcps."  The  c"#Jl  R 
felicitation  was  reprd$nted,  by  members  of  oppofi-  ^^^j 
^lion,  as  an  attempt  to  raife  money  without  confent  vo!2wJf 
*f  parliament.     It  was  contended  by  mmifters,  that  ^"^w" 
*oluntary  contributions  of  the  fabje&for  the  pur-  mcmi 
§>ofe  of  aflifting  levies,  when  they  received  the  lane-    **** 
■tion  of  parliament  were  perfe&fy  legal,   and  coirfo- 
nant  to  precedent  and   practice ;  and  quoted  the 
contributions  and  levies  during  the  rebellion  in 
•  1745  ;  in  the  beginning  of  the  feven  years  war ; 
and  in  the  American  war,  after  the  capture  of  fiur- 
goyne.    The  (applies  for*he  prefent  year  were  very 
great  and  expensive :  eighty -five  thoufand  feamen, 
and  a  hundred  and  feventy-five  thoufand  landfmefc 
were  voted.    Befides  the  ufual  ways  and  means,  sopite* 
diem  was  a  loan  of  eleven  millions  :  new  taxes  oh  an  u*c** 
British  and  foreign  fpirit*,bricks  and  riles,  flate,crown 
and  plate  glafs,  met  wirii  little  oppofition :  duties  on 
paper  and  on  attornies  were  reprefented  as  oppreflive^ 
but  on  the  whole  it  was  allowed,  that  the  impofts 
<rf  Mr,  Pitt,  affe&ing  the  rich  or  middling  clafles,  Subfidic8 19 
difplayed  financial  ability  and  difcrimination.     Va-  forei«" 

r  *  powers-— 

ttbus  fubfidies  were  voted  to  foreign  princes,  and 
juflified  on  die  ground  of  contributing  to  the  great  »o  the  kin* 
ptfrpofes  of  the  war.     But  the  moft  important  of  ° 
thefe  was  the  fubfidy  to  the  king  of  Pruflia.     On 
the  2:0th  of  April  his  majefty  fent  to  the  houfe  of 
commons  a  copy  of  a  treaty  concluded  by  himyith 
Ae  States  General  and  the  king  of  Pruflia,  for 
die  purpofe  of  more  effe&ually  carrying  on  the 
war.      By  the  ftipulations  with*  Frederic  William 
Britain  had  agreed  to  pay  him  £50,000.  a  month  ■; 
£l  00,000.  a  month  for  forage ;  in  all,  for  the  re- 
G  g  4  maining 
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c  hap.  maining  nine  months  of  the  prefent  year,  thirteen 

v^-v-^^  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds :  the  whole  year 

,:s4-     .would  amount  to  £1,800,000.,  out  of  which  the 

States  General  were  to  pay  £400,000.     Embarked 

(faid  Mr.  Pier)  as  we  were  in  war  fo  juft  and  neceC 

fary,  it  was  material  for  us  to  poffefs  the  aid  of  fo 

powerful  a  force .    The  king  of  Pruflia  was  certainly 

a  principal  in  the  war,  but  unable  to  carry  it  on 

wiihout  pecuniary  afSftauce;    and  his  force,  for 

which  we  were  engaged  to  pay,  was  to'  be  Employed 

for  our  advantage,  and  the  conquefts  to  be  made  in 

the  name  of  the  maritime  Hates,    The  aftoniihing 

exertions   of  France  rendered  efforts  on  our  part 

additionally  nepeflary ;  and  the objefit  of  thewar  being 

(o  important,  it  would  be  the  moil  prepqfterous  folly 

to  flacken  our  exertions  in  order  to  fparp  expence** 

Pppofition  reprobated  this  policy  as  the  height  .of 

profufion,    and   contended,   6rft,    that  from    the 

efforts  of  the  king  of  Pruflia,  no  benefit  could  accrue 

to  this  country  which  would  compenfcte  the  cofl} 

fecondly,  that  we  had  no  fccurity  that  when  the 

money  was  contributed  he  would  perform  the  en* 

gagements  which  he  incurred.     The  king  of  Pruifia 

had  originally  begun  the  war  :  this  very  begjnnpjg 

of  his,  whether  through  the  French  aggreflion  or 

his  own,  had  ultimately  involved  us  in  the  conteft* 

Now,  the  king   of  Pruflia   having  engaged  other 

powers  in  the  quarrel,  defired  to  withdraw  himfelf, 

and  muft  be  bribed  to  perfevere  in  a  war,  which, 

but  for  himfelf,  would  have  never  been  begun  J* 

*  Parliamentary  Debates,  29th  April,  1794, 
•j-  Parliamentary  Debates,  29th  April,  1 794. 

His 


REIGN  OF  fetiOR&E  iff.  4H 

bis  conduft  cctatained  fuch  a  mixture  of  perfidy,  ^  A  £ 
fraud,  and  meannefe,  as  was  unparalleled  in  all  ^J^^J 
modern  political  hiftory.  No  man  of  the  1794. 
leaft-  prudence  could  repofe  any  confidence  in 
one  by  whom  he  had  been  deceived  yet  were  the 
people  of  this  country  to  pay  to  fuch  a  perfon 
one  million  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
pounds,  the  return  for  which  was  to  depend  upon 
his  own  honour  :  let  us  not  truft  a  prince  whofe 
good  faith  we  had  fo  much  reafon  to  doubt.  But  if 
the  king  of  Pruffia  was  to  be  confidered  merely  as  a 
hirer  of  troops^  why  were  the  foldiers  which  we  paid 
to  be  commanded  by  himfelf  ?  The  dire&ion  of 
mercenaries  (hould  belong  to  the  power  which  pur- 
chafed  their  fervice.  Thefe  arguments  produced 
little  effect :  a  great  majority  of  the  houfe  conceiv- 
ing the  propofed  fubfidy  to  the  king  of  Pruffia  to  be 
conducive  to  the  purpofes  of  the  war,  the  advan- 
tage and  honour  of  this  country,  agreed  to  the 
motion  which  was  propofed  by  minifters. 

While  the  Britifh  government  adopted  fuch  mea-  Bil1  *° 
fures  as  it  thought  moft  likely  to  ftrengthen  our  fumsnvcflCd 
means  of  carrying  on  the  war,  it  alfo  endeavoured  iio,  fund* 
to  impair  the  refources  of  the  enemy.     As  the  pub-  JfbJStf1 
He  funds  of  Britain  afforded  the  moft  unqueftionable  [^™dbcin* 
fecurity  to  the  proprietors  of  money  :  there  very  by  the 
large  funis    belonging    to  French  fubjefts  were  urs. 
veiled*      Agreeably    to  their    general    principles 
of  converting  private  property  to  the  ufe  of  the  re- 
volutionary  government,  the   French  rulers  had 
turned  their  attention  to  this  fubjeft.    Tliey  had 
fprmed  a  refolut&n,  dire&ing  the  ufe  of  cvtry  poffi- 
ble  expedient  to  afegrtain  the  property  of  French 

fubje&s 


CHAP, 
LIU. 
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f^bjeas  tofoTOgp  fuiwifc,  fc><wfor  fot^jwght  *e 
delivered  ,yp  to  the  flate  and  income  jRtybhc  pr^- 
I794-      perty;  apd  th^t  when  the  transfer  was  wage,  Jt 
iJiQuld  be  paid  for  in  affignals  eftimatcd  ^t  far.  Mr. 
Pitt  difcerned  the  object  of  this  fcheme,  aad  pro- 
pofcd  means  to  prevent  its  pperatipn.  The  purpofe, 
he  faw,  was,  to  fupply  the  resources  for  carrying  on 
the  war  by  plundering  individuals  of  their  property 
dspofited  in  foreign  countries,  as  they  tad  Jaefore 
grafped  the  property  in  their  own  country.  A  general 
principle  of  our  laws(Jie  obfervqd)  was,  th^t  {fee  pay* 
ineat  of  any  debt  owing  to  an  alien  enemy  mvy  befirf- 
ppnded  during  the  war  ;  and  the  king,  if  he  jhaught 
jit,  might  attach  it  as  belonging  to  an  alien  enemy: 
to  continue,  however,  the  benefits  of  mercantile  in- 
tercourse, which  were  for  the  advantage  of  indivi- 
duals,  without    trenching   on  public  fafety,    the 
milder  practice  of  modern  times  long  filtered  the 
rigour  of  this  law  to  relax.     In  the  prefent  c#fe  Mr* 
Pitt  propofed  to  fecure  the  individual?  tyy  ^ithhpJd- 
»g  thpir  gropprty  frojn  the  grtfp  of  the  i$YPlwJ*mry 
culer?;   and  thije,  whilft  private  adyafti^ge  was 
prompted,  refources  {ought  by  the  c&omy  WQttU 
ty?  arretted.    For  this  p^rppfe  he  propofe4  a  b$  to 
prevent  tt\e  application  to  the  ijfe  of  |he  present 
go^rnraept  of  France,  of  all  monies  w4  e&&5  m 
the  han4s  of  his  majefty's  jrubje#g,  tl^p  jqjopsrty 
$f  individuals  of  that  country ;  aqd  %r  preserv- 
ing fact  m$ney  ¥>4  effe&s  to  the  uie  of  its  oiyn- 
gj$.    Tb?  bjH9  with  yery  little  oppofition,  paffing 
VHP  *thv,  aofaemd  the  double  f«*po&  of  ffecur- 
iog.  thm  property  to  individual^  and  detaining 
kvm  tie  en  wy  umpvt  ofi  mqpng  on  %hs  w. 

Repeated" 
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kepeated  motions  made  m botKhoufesforthercftpj  £  fl  a  p. 
Jatiah  of  peace,  neceffarily  reiterated  the  arguments!  wv-^ 
Which weretefore  adduced;  and  indeed^ the  purpofes  l7** ' 
of  thepropofitions  on  that  fubjeft  appear  to  havebeeil 
chiefly  to  procure  from  minifterg  fome  declaration, 
or  at  lead  admiffion,  of  the  fpecific  objedte  for  which 
the  war  was  continued*  ;  at  leaft  to  induce  theni 
exprefsly  to  difavow  every  intention  of  co-operatioji 
with  the  continental  powers  to  cU&ate  her  internal 
government  to  France :  they  farther  aimed  at  per- 
Tuading  the  hbufes  to  clifapprove  the  conduct  of  thp 
allies,  efpecially  of'Prufiia.  Befides  thefe  indjr$& 
attempts^  a  <%e£fc  effort  was  made  tp  expofe  as  im- 
politic the  principle,  fyftem,  and  feries  of  our  fo- 
reign treaties.  Mk  Whitbread,  on  the  6th  of 
March^  propofed  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  expr$J- 
fing  the  concern  of  the  commons  that  the  king  had 
Entered  into  engagements  tptally  incompatible  with 
the  avowed  purpofes  of  the  grefent  war  ;  that  he  had 
made  a  common  caufe  with  powers,  whqfe  pbje&s. 
thbiifffi  undefined,  really  appeared  to  be  the  refUtu- 
uon  of  monarchy ;  and  earneftly  praying  his  majefty, 
aslfar  as*  was  confiftent  with  the  na^nal  ^akh,  to 
ektrfcate  Tiimfelf  from  fiich  engagement^  as  might 
impecfe  the  conclusion  of  a  feparate  ge^ce.  ^fext  Treaty  w«k 
^o  thpubliciiarY  treaty  witli  th{Wng>^r^ru$a,  a  £££* 
treaty  with' the  Kinfffc6r$ardinia,"by  which  w:e  en- 
gaged  to  continue  the  war  till  Sayoy  was  jceftored, 
incurred  the  ltrongeft  and  mpft  explicit  cenfure. 
Britain  "had  ftipul^ted  a  fubfidy  of  two  hundred 

• *tr*    *T«»*.     JTfr.-ft;l        r     .*■•  i-\'A-  ",n      •  *?    ../  f,  >:r;n 

#  See  RefoluttonfrmoYed  by  the  Drike  oT  Bedford  smd  Mr. 
ox,  £fajr  30th.  ' 

*    **  -  •  * 

thoufand 
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c  h  a  p.  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  to  aflift  the  king  of  Sardi- 
^,-^1^  nia  in  his  efforts  to  defend  his  own  dominions.  Mr. 
i7<,4-      Whitbread  and  others  maintained,  that  the  advan- 
tage which  Britain  could  derive  from  fuch  exertions 
was  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  expence  to  be  in- 
curred ;  and  that  the  integrity  of  the  king  of  Sardi- 
nia's  dominions   was  not^  in   the  fmalleft  degree, 

NECESSARY     TO     THE     SECURITY     OF     BRITAIN; 

for  which,  according  to  minifters,  we  were  engaged 
in  the  conteft.  Minifters  endeavoured  to  prove 
that  the  whole  fyftem  and  feries  of  treaties,  fubfi- 
diary  as  well  as  others,  were  means  neceflary  to  pro- 
mote the  grand  ends  of  the  war.  Theaddrefs  was 
negatived  by  the  ufual  very  great  majority ;  and  a 
iimilar  motion  on  the  fame  fubjeft  experienced  in 
the  houfe  of  lords  th£  fame  fate. 

rrt>p.>fttion        Having  in  vain  endeavoured  to  procure  the  termi- 
ni *n  en-  ° .  ■ 

qui;y  into  nation  of  the  war,  and  the  difTolution  of  alliances 
and  furccfr  deemed  by  government,  and  the  majority  inparlia- 
Mnl^algn.  ment,  effentially  conducive  to  its  purpofes,  oppofi- 
tion  propofed  to  enquire  how  far,  in  the  late  cam- 
paign, its  obje&s  had  been  attained,  and  what  the 
probability  cf  fuccefs  was  from  perfeverance  in  the 
conteft.  Major  Maitland,  after  a  detailed  review 
of  the  meafures  and  events  of  the  laft  campaign,  and 
an  eftimate  of  the  refult,  contended  that  the  attain* 
ments  of  the  French  had  been  greater  than  their 
lofles.  They  had  been  forced  to  evacuate  Belgium, 
but  they  had  fuppreffed  the  revolt  of  La  Vendee,  a 
much  more  important  event;  fince  all  their  dangers 
arofe  from  internal  difturbance.  The  ftrength  of 
the  allies  had  been  declining  ever  fince  the  fiege  of 
Valenciennes.     The  emprefs  of  Ruffia  made  pro- 

teftations, 
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teftations,  but  took  no  a&ive  ffrare  in  hoftilitiesj  chap. 
and  the  king  of  Pruflia  was^iiianifeftly  meditating  \^<^^j 
a  feceflion.  The  militaty  plans  latterly  adopted  l>y  fw*  * 
the  allies  deferred  fevere  animadverfion.  While 
their  armies  were  united,  their  efforts  had  been 
crowned  with  fuccefs  :  the  feparation  of  the  forces 
he  imputed  to  the  influence  of  the  Britifli  cabinet, 
2s  Britain  alone  was  to  be  benefited  by  the  capture 
of  Dunkirk.  If  the  attempt  upon  that  fortrefs  by  a 
detached  force  was  expedient,  the  fole  hope  of  fuc- 
cefs  muft  arife  froni  promptitude  of  execution,  and 
the  completenefs  of  preparations ;  but  neither  of 
thefe  attended  theattick  u;-m  Dunkirk:  four  weeks 
elapfed  from  the  taking  of  Valenciennes  before  the 
fiege  of  Dunkirk  was  undertaken.  Neither  artil- 
lery nor  gunboats  were  ready  in  proper  time  for 
covering  the  operation.  To  the  mafter-general  of 
the  ordnance,  and  to  miniftry,  the  failure  of  that 
enterprize  muft  be  attributed.  The  evacuation  of 
Toulon  was  (till  more  feverely  reprobated  :  why 
were  not  other  troops  fent  to  prefervethe  conquefh 
pf  Toulon  ?  or  why,  when  it  was  found  untenable, 
was  itot  an  evacuation  at  once  determined  upon, 
and  the  fleet  brought  away  to  fave  the  unhappy  in- 
habitants from  the  fury  of  thofe  whom  they  had 
mortally  offended  ?  On  thefe  grounds  Major 
Maitland  "  moved  a  committee  to  enquire  into  the 
caufes  which  led  to  the  failure  of  the  army  under 
the  Duke  of  York  at  Dunkirk ;  •  and  to  enquire  into 
the  caufes  which  led  to  the  evacuation  of  Toulon 
under  General  Dundas  and  Lord  Hood."  It  was 
replied,  that  Dunkirk  would  ha^  been  to  Britain  a 
very  important  acquifition  ;  that  it  had  every  pro- 
bable 
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bable  appearance  of  pra&icakility  ;  that  the  attempt 
was  therefore  wife:  that  its  failure  arofe  from  theT 
enormous  efforts  of  the  French,  /which  could  not- 
have  been  forefeen  or  expe&ed.   .  #rom  the  famV 
caufe  proceeded  the  evacuation  of' Toulon  :  thole* 
who  cenfured  us  for  leaving  that  place  ought^o.  r£ 
cblled,  that  we  had  there  given  fuch  ah  Vffe&uaT 
blow  to  the  French  navy,  that  ages  would  elapfe 
before  they  would  be' able  to  recover  their  lofles  as** 
maritime  power.  On  a  general  review  of  the  ervents' 
of  the  campaign,  great  glory  was  due  to  the  Britifi 
councils  and  arms.     Thefe  arguments  appearing  to 
the  majority  valid,  the  propofed  motion  was  nega- 
tived.    About  the  fame  time  a  propofition  was  of- 
fered to  the  houfe  of  commons  refpe&ing  finecurc 
places  and  penfions.     Since  a  war  was  deemed  ne- 
ceffary  that  called  for  all  our  refources,  it  was  pru- 
dent and  expedient  to  retrench  every  unnecefiary 
expence :  for  this  reafon  Mr.  Harrifon  propofed  a 
bill  to  apply  certain  parts  gf  falaries  and  pen* 
fions  to  the  ufe  of  th£  public  during  the  contjnu- . 
ahce  of  the  war;  and  alfo  to  appropriate  part  of 
the  emoluments  of  efficient  places,  fo  that  they* 
ihould  not  amount  to  more  than  a  fpecific  funu  This 
motion  was  feverely  reprobated  by  Mr.  Burke,  a? 
fimilar  to  the  proceedings  whic&  had  occafioried  the 
ruin  of  France.    It  was  the  peculiar  province  of  the 
crown  to  meafure  and  diftribute  the  portion  of  re- 
wards according  to  the  merits  of  its  fervants  j  and 
he  was  aftonilhed  the  houfe  fhould  be  called  upon 
to  interfere  in  a  piatternqt  within  the  fcope  of  their 
ordinary  fun&ions.     Mr.  Sheridan  attacked  this, 
do&rine  as  totally  unconilitutional ;  did  the*  crown 
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poflefs-the  fofe  right  bFjddging^^at5  rfeWat-ds  w<*e'  c  q'A  p. 
to-be  bfcftbvted  upon  tHdpubHd  (ferVatits?'  If  it  did,  he^  J^Jr^ 
wbuM^lkNtfhb  was  obligdd'tb  pay  thofe  retf  aixls?  rrtie;     ,79* 
moneybel<Xiged*tb  the  jttiblic:  the  cbmfflorii  were  the1 
fervants  of  the'  pcopleyahda&thfe people  contributed^ 
thcfyhad'  a  right'to  expfeSf aftd  dfexnind  that  the  coiii* 
tritnitibnsfliould  be  iapftfied'for  their  good,  Entering 
into  a'4  detail  upon' this' genera!  principle,  he- gave  a* 
particuhr  account*  of  the:  emoluments*  enjoyed  by" 
certain  'individuate,  \^ichr  he  appeared  to  thihkfer 
furpaffing  thetr'ferVices ;  attd.'that  it  was  but  fair 
they  fliould   contribute  part  of  the  fuf plus  towards 
the  public  exigencies  caufed  by  a  war  which  they 
warmly   fupported.      The   oppofite  party  replied, 
that  the  p'enfion  lift  and  finecure  places,  during  the 
adminiftration  of  Mr.  Pitt,  had-  been  very  greatly 
reduced;  befides  that  it  would  be  extremely  uhjuft 
to  fubjeft  one  body  of  nieii  to  art  exclufive  tax  :  . 
On  thefe   grounds" Mf.  Harrilbn's  motion  was  re- 
jeftedi 

Mr.  Dundas,  as"  president 'of  the "  board  ofcoti- 
trfcul,  preferited  his  annual  ftatement  of  the  finances 
of  India  j  the  refult  of  which  wis,  that  notwith- 
ft&tding  thV  late  war  with  Tippoo,  and'the  ftagna- 
tion:  of  commerce  at '  home'  until  meafures  were' 
adopted  for  thev  fiipport  of  mercantile  credit,  the* 
affairs  of  the  company  were  in  a  profperous  fitua- 
tion;  and  he  augured  gre&t  and  rapid  increafe  of  their 
proty&ity. 

Tha*  flaVe-trade  was  this  feffion  again  refum'ed  by 
Mr.  Wilberfbr<5e;  whbfe  efforts,  however,  for  the 
prefciirwtire  limited  to  one  branch  of  that  traffic. 
He  -ptdf>6fea  to  aboiiflx  that  pirt  of  the  trade  which 

fupplied 
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chap,  fupplied  foreign  territories  with  flaves.     The  fop* 
v-^^>  porters  of  the  flave- trade  relied  their  caufe  on  the 
179*      ground  o/  its  being  neceflary  to  the  well-being  of 
our  Weft  Indian  poOeffions,  which  could  not  other- 
wife  be  fupplied  with  labourers.     They  who  were 
fincere  in  this  obje&ion  to  the  abolition  muft  warmly 
defend  the  prefent  motion;  for,  inftead  of  abridging 
that  fupply  it  tended  to  increafe  it,  and  to  prevent 
us  from  railing  the  colonies  of  foreigners    into  a 
competition  with  our  own.     A  bill  for  the  purpofe 
being  introduced  by  Mr,  Wilberforce,  palled   the 
commons,  but  was  rejefted  by  the  peers. 
The  feffion        Thefe  were  the  chief  fubje&s  which  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  houfe  during  this  very  important 
feffion,  which  was   clofed  by  a  fpeech  from  the 
throne  on  the  i  ith  of  July, 
interna!  Before  the  narrative  proceeds  to  the  campaign  of 

S TancngS  I794»  lt  ls  ^eceffai7  to  take  a  fhort  view  of  the  in- 
ternal affairs  of  France,  which  had  a  powerful  in- 
jacobin  fluence  on  military  tranfa&ions.  We  left  the  jaco- 
Rfbefpi«rt  bin  fa^ion  triumphant  by  the  downfel  of  the  Gi- 
panmount.  rondines ;  Robefpierre  paramount  by  his  command 
over  the  populace  ;  the  fyftem  of  terror  completely 
eftablifhed,  and  producing  the  moft  direful  effe&s 
within  the  country,  but  the  moft  gigantic  efforts 
againft  the  enemies  of  its  revolutionary  fyftem.  The 
government  of  France  was  now  becoine  a  govern- 
ment of  blood,  to  be  fuftainedby  the  terrors  of  the 
guillotine/  This  felt  engine  Was  employed  to  re- 
move the  obnoxious,  to  crufli  the  fufpe&ed,  ^nd  to 
deftroy  the  unfuccefsful.  Misfortune,  though  to- 
tally blamelefs,  was  confummated  on  the  fc^ffojd ; 
thence  Cuftine,  a  general  of  great  ability  and  enter- 
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prize*  was  recalled  from  the  Northern  army  afief  chap. 
the  furrender  of  Valenciennes,  and  inftantly  com-  wv^** 
mitted  to  the  prifon  of  the  Abbey.   He  was  accufed      I794" 
before  the  revolutionary  tribunal '  of  having  main- 
tained   a  traitorous  correfpondence  with  the  Pruf- 
fians  while  lie  commanded  on  the  Rhine ;  and  of 
having  negle&ed  various  opportunities  of  throwing 
reinforcements  into  Valenciennes.     No  evidence 
was  adduced  to  prove  the  allegations ;  but  proof 
was    not  neceffary  to    fanguinary  defpotiftn :    he 
fpeedily  fuffered  death. 

The  execution  of  Cuftine  was  foon  followed  situation  of 
by  the  trial  of  the  unfortunate  queen.  This  eiqu'eu* 
awful  inftance  of  the  inftability  of  human  gran- 
deur, after  the  murder  of  her  ill-fated  hufband, 
had  been  feparated  from  her  family  in  the  Temple, 
On  the  1  ft  of  Auguft  1793,  fhewas  fuddenly,  and 
in  the  moft  cruel  and  infulting  manner,  removed  to 
the  Conciergerie,  a  prifon  deftined  for  the  reception 
of  the  vileft  malefaftors.  In  the  midft  of  a  nation 
recently  fo  diftinguifhed  for  loyalty,  every  effort  of 
invention  was  employed  in  the  moft  wanton  and 
barbarous  infults  to  the  confort  of  their  lately  adored 
fovereign.  In  a  metropolis,  within  a  few  years 
the  centre  of  refinement,  and  devoted  attention 
to  the  fex,  the  moft  brutal  and  favage  ingenuity 
was  exerted  in  oppreffion,  mfolence,  and  tyranny, 
to  a  poor,  helplefs,  and  forlorn  woman.  The  cell 
in  which  ihe  was  immured  was  only  eight  feet 
fquare ;  her  bed  was  an  hard  mattrefs  of  ftraw,  and 
her  food  of  thp  meaneft  kind ;  while  flie  was  never 
fuffered  to  enjoy  the  privilege  of  being  alone,  two 
foldiers  being  appointed  to  watch  her  night  and  day, 

Vol.  V,  H  h  without 
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C  l  )  P*  w*lk°ut  ^C  iatermiiEon  of  a  moment  ••  Confined 
v^-v-^  in  this  loathfome  dungeon,  in  fuch  circumftances  of 
Xnuju^out  aggrayated  brutality,  on  the  15th  of  O&ober,  flie 
triaiand       was  brought  before  the    revolutionary    tribunal. 

condemn**  °  ' 

tioo.  The  charges  adduced  agahlft  her  were,  that  fhe  had 

contributed  to  tlje  derangement  of  the  national 
finances,  by  remitting,  from  time  to  time,  confider- 
able  fums  to  her  brother  the  emperor  Jofeph :  fince 
the  revolution  continued  to  hold  a  criminal  cor- 
refpondence  with  foreign  powers:  attempted  a 
,  counter-revolution,  particularly  by  applying  to  the 
officers  at  Verfailles  in  O&ober  1789;  and  at  the 
fame  time,through  the  agency  of  certain  monopolifts, 
had'ereated  an  artificial  famine.  According  to  her 
accufers^fhe  was  th^  principal  agent  and  promoter  of 
the  flight  of  the  royal  family  in  June  1791  :  induced 
the  king  to  refufe  his  fan&ioji  to  the  decrees  con- 
cerning the  emigrants  and  refra&ory  priefts: 
in  conjundtion  tvith  a  fcandalous  fa&ion  (the  Gi- 
rond),  perfuaded  the  king  and  the  affembly  to  de- 
clare war  againft  Auftria,  contrary  to  every  prin- 
ciple of  found  policy  and  the  public  welfare  :  war 
being  commenced,  fhe  had  conveyed  intelligence  to 
the  enemy,  and  was  the  caufe  of  the  maflacre  of 
the  10th  of  Auguft.  To  thefe  allegations,  fome  of 
which  were  totally  indifferent,  whether  true  or  falfe, 
and  the  reft  fupported  by  no  proof,  one  was  added 
fbr  a  confummation  to  the  reft,  as  phyfically  incre- 
dible,, as  morally  infamous :  it  was  affirmed  by  thefe 
brutes,  in  conception  as  well  as  in  conduft,  that 

*  Sec  Otrldge's  Annual  Regiftcr,  1793,  P*  27& 
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{fit  had  an'iiiceftuous  commerce  with  her  own  fon,  crap. 
•a  child  of  eight  years  old  *.  The  queen  confidered  **-v-w 
accufation  by  blood-thirfty  defpots  as  fynonimous  1794- 
with  condemnations  though  fhe  difregarded  fuch 
accufers,  yet  out  of  juftice  to  herfelf,  her  origin, 
her  family,  and  her  fame,  {he  exerted  her  abilities  ■ 
in  rebutting  charges  fo  horrid  and  flagitious.  With 
the  dignity  of  an  elevated  mind,  attacked  by  the 
fcorn  and  iniquity  of  the  unworthy,  fhe  aniwered 
ferenely  and  calmly  to  all  their  afTeverations.  Re- 
taining, in  this  dreadful  fituation,  that  full  poffef- 
fion  of  faculties  which  magnanimity  fecures  to  un- 
merited fufFering,  fhe,  though  totally  ignorant  of 
the  allegations  that  were  to  be  made,  demoriftrated 
their1  futility,  and  confuted  the  aflertions  of  her 
enemies.  Refpe&ing  the  charge  of  inceft,  fhe  ap- 
pealed to  thofewho  were  tfiemfelves  mothers  for  the 
pcifibility  of  the  crime.  Though  her  defence  com* 
pletely  overturned  the  evidence  for  the  profecution, 
it  was,  as  fhe  well  knew  it  would  be,  totally  unavail- 
ing :  fhe  was  pronounced  guilty  of  all  the  charges, 
and  doomed  to  die  the  following  day. 

,The  queen  heard  with  refignation  a  fentence 
which  announced  her  fpeedy  releafe  from  a  fituation 
of  fach  accumulated  mlfery.  She  had  one  confolation 
to  which  the  diabolical  malignity  of  her  murderers 
could  not  reach :  fhe  was  a  christian  :  fhe  be- 
lieved in  a  future  ftate  ;  and  therein  fhe  looked  for 
happinefs  wliich  no  revolutionary  tribunal  could  dis- 
turb, no  atheiftical  affaffins  could  deflroy.  Before 
fhe  was  recondu&ed  to  her  dungeon,  it  was  four  in 

•  OttidgcV Annual  Regifter,  1793,  p.  276. 
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*  juj  *'  *e  *ornia8 »  *■*  •▼dv  Ac  fnfcfag  day  ^^  the 
!L  -jl  O  lw  fixed  for  be?  decapitation.    She  was  not  at- 
*"+     lowed  »  clergyman  of  her  own  Choice,  but  pro- 
vided with  a  conftituponal  prieft.    At  h*lf  paii 
eleven  $*  queen  pay  broi^ght  ppt  of  prifoa,  and, 
like  the  Joveft  malefoftor,  w?f  condij&ed  in  * 
cpinmo^  cart  to  the  place  of  execution.    Her  h*ir 
was  {entirely  cut  off  from  the  back  of  her  head,  which 
wat  covered  with  a  finall  white  cap ;  fee  wore  a 
white  wdrefs  ;  her  fends  were  tied  behind  her ; 
1         andflie  fat  with  her  back  to  thehorfes*    They 
who  had  feen  her  in  the  zenkh  of  magnificence  and 
fplendor,  could  not  but  contrail  her  former  with 
her  prefect  condition :  thofe  who  had  admired  her 
exquifite  beauty,  could  not  but  obferre  the  prema? 
ture  depredations  of  forrow  on  a  face  fo  fair:  but  if 
the  changes  impaired  the  glofs  of  her  juvenile 
-charmt^  they,  together  with  their  caufes,  to  feeling 
ipeftators  [and  all  Frenchmen  were  901  brute*) 
rendered  her  faded  countenance  more  iaterefting 
and  impreffive.    She  calmly  converted  with  her 
prieft,  exhibiting  neither  oftentatiou$  indifference 
nor  overwhelming  anguifc,  but  refigned  fubmiffion. 
Cafting  her  eyes  to  the  Thuilleries,  onefcene  of  her 
former  greatnefs,  which  called  up  fp  many  tender 
aflbciations  and  melancholy  ideas,  (he  indicated  a 
forrowfui  emotion ;  but  repelling  this  tail  intra* 
Hon  of  wordly  recoUeftioQ,    fee   turned   to  the 
Ewcutioo.    inftrument  of  death.    At  half  paft  twelve  the  guik 
brine, fevered  her  head  from  her  body;  which 
the  executioner  exhibited,  all  dreaming  with  Wood* 
from  the  four  corners  of  the  fcaffold,  to  an  invete- 
rate and  infatiable  multitude.    The  body  of  the 

murdered 
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ttiu&eted  (fuetfri  wa*  immediately  coHvfyed  tor  *  g"»*  a>  k 
grave  fitted  vfrkh  quick-lime,  irf  the'chutfch-yaxdJ  \^*^4* 
called  Die  faf  Madelaine,  when*  the  remain*  <^Lotei#     «**'• 
XVI.  had  been  interred  with  tihe  fente  ptiv&oa  of 
pious  regard  or  decent  ceremonial. 

The  tnardet  of  thfr  queen  was  foon  fcffowdd  byt  »iffi>r  an* 
Ae"  death  of  the  accufed  <feputies.    The  trial  of'  ©J^p 
(hefe  perfons  was  deferred  from  tifne  to  time,  tffl  ffmSSZ 
the  complete  overthrow  of  their  adherent*  ffioultf 
give  fecurity   to  their  profecutors.    They  were* 
cftaf ged  with  haying  confpifed  againff  the  unity  and1 
indivisibility  of  the  republic,  by  exciting  a  rebellion: 
in  the  departments  of  the  South,  and  in  Calvados. 
One  af  dele  of  the  charges  refye&ng  foreign  poli- 
tics was,  they  were  accufed  of  having  caufed  war  to1 
be  declared,  firft  againft  Auftria,  and  afterwards 
againft;  England  and  Holland.    Thus  arrtigfted,  it 
the  inftance  of  the  filling  party,  they  Were  aff 
doomed  to  death :  many  others  Experienced  a  tfmi- 
larjdeftiny,  either  undefetvedly  of  illegally.    T&e  ori«mt 
deteftable  and  contemptible  Orleans  fuffered  the  £S[Tfa£ 
fame  fate  which,  at  his   mitigation,    had  over- 
whelmed fo  many  others.    A  decree  had  been 
paffed  under  the  prefent  rulers  for  removing  the 
Bourbon  family  to  Marfeilles ;  and  Orleans,  who 
had  latterly  aflumed  the  filly  and  fantaftical  name 
of  Philip  Egalite,  was  included  in  its  operation. 
From  Marseilles  he  was  brought  to  J&rfe,  on  a 
charge  of  having  afpfred  af  the  fovereignty  from  the 
commencement  of  the  revolution.    As  this  was  an 
accufation  which  could  fcarcely  admit  of  any  evi* 

*  See  Otridgc'f  Aimuri  Regifler  1793,  p.  vjti. 
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°  "m  P>*  ^eaoe  but  conJeaural»  lt  was  got  fubftantiated  f* 
v«^v^  far  as  to  juflify  the  featenpe  of  death,  to  which  he 
f794*.  was  doomed.  Orleans  experienced  in  his  own 
perfon  the  tyrannic  cruelty  of  the  revolutionary  fyftem 
which  he  had  been  fo  ardent  to  promote  j  and  how* 
ever  deferving  he  might  be  of  capital  punifhment, 
he,  according  to  the  moil  probable  accounts,  fuf-f 
fered  illegally.  Profligate  and  defpi  cable  as  the  chj. 
rafter  of  this  man  had  been,  his  fentence  excited 
neither  horror  nor  commiferation  in  any  party : 
the  laft  period  of  his  life,  however,  appeared  to  in- 
dicate fentiments.  lefs  difgraceful  than  thofe  which 
had  manifefled  themfelves  in  the  invariable  tenour 
of  his  former  conduft.  On  the  6th  of  Novem* 
ber  he  was  conveyed  to  the  place  of  his  execution, 
amidft  the  infults  and  reproaches  of  the  populace ;. 
and  met  death  with  a  magnanimity  lefs  befitting 
the  aflbdate  and  tool  of  Robefpierre  and  Marat 
than  the  defcendant  of  Henry.  Two  days  after 
the  ignominious  cataftrophe  of  Orleans,  the 
lovely  and  accomplifhed  Madame  Roland  was 
brought  to  the  fcaffold.  To  the  diftinguifhed  ta- 
lents, varied  and  extenfive  knowledge  of  this  cele- 
brated lady,  her  domeftic  virtues  were  not  inferiorl 
Her  hufband,  hated  by  Robefpierre  on  account  of 
his  attachment  to  the  Girond  party,  was  included  in 
the  profcription  that  followed  the  decree  of  the  3d 
of  May  :  he  accordingly  quitted  Paris,  but  his  wife 
was  apprehended  and  committed  to  prifon.  '  She 
was  at  length  brought  to  trial,  and  the  empty  charge 
of  a  confpiracy  was  followed  by  a  fentence  of  death* 
At  the  place  of  execution  fhe  maintained  that  firm 
undaunted  fpirit  which  .had  hither)©  fupportod  her; 
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and  bowidg  dbwiri  before  the  ftatiie  of  liberty,  fhe  C  h  a  f! 
exclaimed,  "  O  liberty,  how  many  crimes  ate  com-  \~-*^J 
mittcd  in  thy  name."  X794" 

To  take  a^ay  property,  liberty,  and  life,  to  in-  x>r»afi>i 
Aid  anguifli  and  torment ;   to  produce  to  human  France  un. 
beings  phyfical  evil,  did  not  fatiate  the  inventive  p'erre.0***" 
malignity  of  this  extraordinary  tyranny.     Robef- 
piferre  and  his  band,  more  comprehenfive  and  mord 
thoroughly  diabolical,    ardently,    ftodioufly,    and 
fyftematically  fought  the  increafe  of  moral  depnU 
vation.   Projects  for  difleminating  mifery  could  not; 
they  well  knew,  be  fo  completely  fuccefsful  as  by 
eftabliftnng  the  domination  of  fin.     Sin  could  never 
attain  fo  extenfive  an  empire  as  by  the  total  fabjuga-» 
tion  of  religion  ;  therefore  to  annihilate  piety,  with 
ail  its  external  forms  and  affiftances,  was  one  great 
objeft  of  Robefpierre's  devices.     To  effed  this  pur- 
pofe,  one  means  was  to  deftroy  the  reverence  for  all 
the  institutions  which  are  deduced  from  thefcriptures," 
and  tend  fo  powerfully  to  cheriih  fentiments  of  reli-? 
gion.     Of  thefe,  none  had  been  found  more  cfifec-' 
tual  than  the  exclusive  devotion  of  one  day  in  the 
week  to  the  focial  worfhip  of  God ;  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  certain   ftated  periods  for  fpecific  com- 
memorations.    The   calendar  in  all  chriftian  coun- 
tries,  taking  its  firft  origin  from  the  birth  of  our 
faviour,  and  enumerating  the  years  by  an  event  the 
moft  momentous  to  the  chriftian  world,  had  regu- 
lated the  divifions  of  the  year  by  epochs  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  our  faviour's  million  upon  earth,  or  Tome* 
other  feafons  conne&ed  with  fcripture  narratives ; 
and  had  intermingled  religious  afTociations  with  the 
feveral  progreffions  of  the  Jeafons.      Of  thefe,   the 
H  h  4  obfervancc 
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observance  of  the  fabbath  recurring  mofe  feqotAtljr 
is  the  mod  extenfively  beneficial.  The  govern- 
*79+  ment  of  Robefpierre  projeded  the  abolition  of  thefe 
institutions,  -and  a&ually  effe&ed  a  new  calendar 
which  deftroyed  all  reference  to  chriftian  hiftory  and 
precepts,  commenced  the  sera  from  the  downfal  of 
monarchy,  annihilated  all  terms  conne&ed  with 
chriftian  hiftory  and  eftabliflunents,  aboliftied  the 
fabbath ;  and  inftead  of  the  feventh  day,  enjoined 
by  the  commandment  of  God  to  be  kept  holy,  they 
appointed  the  tenth  as  a  period  of  mere  xdvil  ref* 
pite,  to  the  total  exclufion  of  all  religious  exercife. 
Having  thus  renounced  chriftianity,  their  new  calen- 
dar partly  adopted  the  phrafeology  and  arrangement 
of  pagans,  denominated  every  fpace  of  four  years 
an  olympiad,  in  imitation  of  the  Greeks,  and  the 
extraordinary  day  of  every  fourth  year  an  interca- 
lary, in  imitation  of  the  Romans*.  This  innovation 
therefore,  under  the  government  of  Robefpierre 
and  his  agents,  tended  ftrongly  to  promote  that  im- 
piety which  the  tribunitian  government  was  fo  eager 
to  eftabliih.  Robefpierre  and  his  junto  had  often 
declared  their  difbelief  of  the  chriftian  religion,  and 
even  denied  the  existence  of  a  fupreme  being ;  but 
they  had  pot  yet  produced  a  formal  and  public  re* 
nunciation  of  the  God  and  faviour  of  the  world. 
An  aft  fo  horible  remained  for  the  legislature  of  a 


*  Tkey  divided  the-year  into  twelve  months  confiiVing  each 
of  thirty*  days,  and  diftiogmlhed  by  -names  expreffive  of  their 
ufual  produce,  temperature,  or  appearance ;  while  to  ceippktc 
the  year,  five  fupplcmentary  days  are  added,  and  denominated 
&Q8  culotides. 


moft 
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mbft  enlightened  nation,  near  the  clofe  of  theeigh-  chap! 
teenth  century.    On  the  7th  of  November,  in  the  v^-v-o 
phrenzy  of  impiety,  the  republican  bifhop  ofPari3,  ThJ^* 
and  his  grand  vicars,  entered  the  hall  of  the  con-  ^j™"* 
vention  along  with  the  conftituted  authorities,  ab-  abjure  the 
jured  the  name  of  Chrift,  renounced  the  office  of  chrift* 
chriftian  priefts,  their  appointments  as  chriftian 
paftors,  and  their  charafter9  as  chriftian  men.  Now 
they  would  own  no  temple  but  the  fanfltuary  of  the 
law,  no  divinity  but  liberty,  no  objeft  of  worihip  but 
their  country,  no  gofpel  but  the  conftitutibn.    This 
abjuration  was  received  by  the  convention  with  the 
mod  rapturous  applaufe.     A  number  of  allegorical 
deities,  liberty,  equality,  indivisibility,  and  many 
others,  were  confecrated  as    obje&s   of  worihip.  } 

To  promote  this  fyftem  of  paganifm,  agents  were 
difpatched  to  all  the  departments,  to  complete  the 
change.  In  many  parts  the  abjuration  of  religion, 
through  the  efforts  of  the  clergy,  was  very  warmly 
received,  while  its  various  commentators  added  to 
the  impiety,  according  to  the  meafure  of  their  in- 
vention. One  of  the  moft  zealous  votaries  of  im- 
piety, was  the  republican  bifhop  of  Moulins. 
Trampling  on  the  crofs  and  the  mitre,  he  aflumed 
the  pike  and  cap  of  liberty,  and  preached  the  doc- 
trine big  with  horror  to  refle&ing  men,  but  full  of 
encouragement  to  diabolic  natures,  "  that  death  is  inJ  t 
an  eternal  fleep."  A  common  proftitute  was  ***■ 
placed  on  the  alta»  of  the  cathedral  church  of  Pirn, 
to  receive  adoration,  as  a  fubftitute  for  Jefus  Chriflr. 
The  convention  combined  intolerance  with  atheifur 
and  Mafphemy,  and  paffed  a  decree,  ordering  the;  Tfc« 
churches  to  be  fcut.    Many  of  the  prfefts  who  ftitt  <**£* 

attempted 
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c  ha  p.  attempted  to  officiate  at  their  altars  according  to  the 
V^v^w>  rites  of  chriftianity,  were  thrown  into  dungeons. 
,794*  Renunciation  of  religion,  as  its  abettors  forefaw, 
promoted  the  mod  enormous  crimes.  The  popu- 
lace, who  in  confequence  of  thefe  proceedings 
reckoned  themfelves  authorized  to  plunder  every 
,place  of  worfhip,  public  and  private,  divided  Afrith 
the  convention  large  heaps  of  fhrines,  figures,  and 
veffels,  hitherto  ufed  in  the  offices  of  religion,  while 
commiffioners  from  the  convention  aided  the  facri- 
legious  pillage.  The  revolutionary  phrenzy  had 
not  totally  overwhelmed  every  principle*  and  fenti-. 
ment  of  natural  and  revealed  religion.  The  decree 
for  Shutting  up  the  churches  was  received  with  fo 
general  horror  and  4eteftation,  that  the  government 
found  it  neceffary  immediately  to  reverfe  it,  and 
again  to  admit  religious  worfhip.  Robefpierre* 
though  mofl  aftive  in  enmity  to  religion,  yet  eagerly 
defirous  to  preferve  and  increafe  his  popularity, 
promoted  the  reftoration  of  divine  fervice.  By  the 
influence  which  he  eftablifhed  among  the  populace* 
he  was  able  to  acquire  an  afcendency  over  his  aflb- 
fc.n  of  dates.  Of  thefe,  one  of  the  ableft  was  Danton  ; 
this  revolutionxft,  much  fuperior  to  Robefpierre  in 
the  talents  and  accomplifhments  which  would  have 
commanded  attention  in  the  Roman  or  Britifh  fe- 
nate,  did  not  equal  him  in  the  arts  which  conciliate 
an  ignorant  rabble.  Confcious  of  his  own  powers* 
he  intended  Robefpierre  for  a  tool ;  and  was  a&ive 
in  overturning  the  Briffotines,  in  order  to  elevate 
himfelf ;  but  at  length  fell  like  many  of  his  revo- 
lutionary predeceflbrs,  by  the  inftruments  of  his 
egaltytiom    So  contrary  to  .the  intereftof  an  able 

,  man 
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man  it  is  to  aggrandize  a  rabble  that  would  level  all  c  h  a  p. 
diftin&ions.     The  Parifian  populace  loved  and  re-    w^  * 
vered  Robefpierre,  becaufe  in  manners,  appearance,  n**^- 
and  paflions,  he  was  one  of  themfelves.     His  ruling  {£"  J2£ 
affe&ioa  was  envy*,  a  defire  of  reducing  all  others . Robef- 
to  the  level  of  his  own  meannefs.     This  fentiment,  H«r«a 
together  with  fear,  the  natural  paffion  of  a  defpot  chl^aS? 
without  high  talents  and  greatnefs  of  mind,  chiefly 
prompted    all  the    enormities    of    this   monfter. 
He  both  hated  and  feared  f  the  ariftocracy  of  gj> 
nius,  as  a  fuperiority  over  himfelf,  and  the  means 
of  effe&ing  his  downfall.     But  his  tyranny,  dread- 
ful as  it  was  to  France,  by  its  veiy  terrors  produced 
moft  gigantic  efforts  againft  its  enemies. 

*  See  Adolphus's  Memoirs  of  Robefpierr*. 
f  Domjttan  was  the  moft  timid  of  men ;  the  fearlefsnefs  of 
Julius  Caefar,  on  the  contrary,  hallencd  his  afldifiaatioiK 
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Jealoufy  among  the  allies. — The  Emperor  tries  tb  taife  Us 
fubjefts  in  ma/s—  is  oppofed  by  the  King  of  Pruffia*—PIart 
of  the  campaign. — Refpeclive  force  of  the  belligerent  powers. 
—The  Emperor  joins  the  allied  armies.* — Energy  of  the 
revolutionary  leaders  in  France.— Rebellion  is  quelled  in  La 
'  Vendee. — The  confederates  tale  the  feld.— Siege  of  Lan- 
dreci.—  Conflitls  between  the  allies  and  fhe  republicans. — 
Battle  of  the  24th  of  April,  between  the  duke  of  Tori  and 
the  republicans.— Our  prince  and  countrymen  are  victorious. -~ 
Landreci  it  taken.*— Tefimony  of  the  convention  to  tie  te- 
roifm  of  the  Englifb.—Pichegru—bis  new  plan  of  warfare 
— well  fuited  to  the  fate  of  his  army. — Syftem  of  incejfant 
attack. — Co-operating  line  of  French  armies  from  the  Ger- 
man Rhine  to  thefea. — The  French  wifely  avoid  a  'clofe  en- 
gagement with  the  Britifb. — Separation  of  the  Confederates. 
Jourdain  advances  with  an  army  in  mafs. — The  Prince  of 
Cobourg  attempts  to  oppofe  him  without  the  aj/ifiance  of  the 
Duke  ofTork — receives  a  ft  gnat  defeat  at  Fleurus^  which 
decides  the  fate  of  the  campaign.— Pichegru  in  Weft  Flan- 
ders attacks  and  defeats  Clairf ait.— Dangerous fituation  of  the 
Duke  of  York— who  retires  to  Antwerp.— Earl  Mohra  is 
ordered  to  Flanders  with  his  army.— The  Prince  of  fVahs 
offers  to  aft  under  him  as  a  volunteer— it  is  not  deemed  ex- 
pedient to  rifle  the  per  fan  of  the  heir  apparent.— 'His  lordfbip 
lands  at  O/lend—jtnds  the  place  furrounded  by  enemies*-* 
determines  to  force  his  way  to  the  Duke  of  fork — maflerfy 
execution  andfuccefs  of  bis  defign*— Advances  of  the  French. 
The  Aujlrians  entirely  evacuate  the  Netherlands*— Intrepid 
fiand  of  the  Britifb  at  Breda,— The  Duke  of  Tori  and 
the  Prirtce  of  Orange  are  obliged  to  fall  back— shey  retreat 
behind  the  Meufe.—Viclories  of  the  Republicans  on  the 
Rhine. — The  German  troops  crofs  the  Rhine. — Addrefs  of 
the  Emperor  to  the  German  princes— is  totally  unavailing. 

Faithleffncfi 
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P&kblffsnefs  of  the  King  of  Pru/fta. — Opinions  on  the  ops- 
rations  and  events  of  this  campaign* — Sufpicions  unfavour- 
able to  the  Prince  of  Cobourg—are  not  fupported  by  proof—* 
Cobourg  a  man  of  very  moderate  abilities. — Victories  of  the 
republicans  over  the  gallant  Clairfait. — The  republicans  re- 
duce the  whole  left  bank  of  the  Rhine. — The  Briti/b  gain 
fome  advantages. — Winter  campaign  in  Holland.— Sicknefs 
and  mortality  of  the  Briti/b  troops, — intrepid  efforts  of 
the  epchaqfted  remains.— Immeufc  fuperiority  of  numbers 
fbliges  our  reduced  army  to  evacuate  Holland-— which  yields  to 
the  French  arms j— Campaign  of  1794  peculiarly  difaftrous 
to  the  Briti/b  army.— Strictures  of  military  critics  on  the 
plan  pf  operations. — StricJures  of  political  critics  on  the  ex- 
ecutive councils  of  Britain. — Efforts  of  France  beyond  all 
evidence  of  experience  or  probable  conjeclure — the  event  there- 
fore does  not  neceffarily  afford  grounds  of  either  military  or 
political  cenfure. — Signal  fuccejes  of  Britain  when Jbe  fought 
alone* — her  fleets  paramount  in  the  Mediterranean — reduce 
Corftca,  and  protecl  Spain  and  Italy— in  the  Weft  Indies 
Jhefubdues  Martinico,  Guadaloupe,  St.  Lucie,  and  part  of 
St.  Doming?.— Operations  of  Earl  Howe  and  the  Channel 
fleet— Jkifful  manoeuvre  to  bring  the  enemy  to  battles-battle 
ofthifirjl  of  June—numbers,  force,  and  courageous  efforts 
of  the  enemy— unavailing  againft  the  Briti/b  JUet—deci- 
Jive,  glorious,  and  momentous  viclory. 

'■there  was  a  great  and  evident  want  of  concert  chap. 
among  the  German  powers  engaged  in  the  v^-v^/ 
combination  againft  France.    The  Duke  of  Brunf-      «7*4- 
wick  was  difgufted  with  the  condutt  of  General 
Wurmfer  in  abandoning  the  lines  of  Wieflembourg 
without  rifking  a  battle,  whence  his  ferene  high- 
nefs  had  been  compelled  to  raife  the  fiege  of"  Lan- 
dau.   He  had  written  a  letter  to  the  King  of  Pruf- 
fife  complaining  of  the  want  of  concert,  and  ex- 
tending 
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tending  his  animadverfions  to  the  two  campaigns. 
On  the  other  hand  the  Emperor,  though  he  was 
•794-  far  from  blaming  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  indivi- 
dually, was  by  no  means  fatisfied  with  the  coropera- 
jwioofy  jfon  0f  the  Pruffian  king.  The  truth  appears  to  be 
a™  *  that  the  jealoufy  which  for  half  a  century  had  fub- 
fifted  between  the  honfes  of  Brandenburg  and  Auf- 
tria,  and  which  at  the  commencement  of  the  war 
feemed  abforbed  in  enmity  to  the  French  xevolu^ 
tionifts,'  wjjs  ftill  alive,  and  ftrongly  operating*. 
The  King  (>f  Pruflia  confidered  the  continental  ef- 
'  forts  of  the  laft  campaign  as  aggrandizing"  Auflria, 
without  producing  any  benefit  to  him  which  could 
indemnify  his  own  exertions,  or  balance  the  accef- 
fion  to  his  ancient  and  neareft  rival.  He  did  not 
regard  the  operations  on  the  frontiers  of  France 
as  neceffary  to  the  fafety  of  the  empire  and  fecurity 
of  his  own  dominions,  and  therefore  conceived 
himfelf  not  fighting  his  own  battles.  If  it  was  wife 
at  all  to-  combine  againft  France,  the  expediency  of 
fuch  a  confederacy  muft  have  arifen  from  fome 
common  objeft,  which  it  imported  the  feveral 
members  of  the  alliance  to  purfue ;  and  if  it  was  to 
be  purfued,  vigorous  meafures  with  concert  of 
operations  only  could  be  efficient.  If  the  King  of 
Pruffia  apprehended  imminent  danger  from  the  pro- 
grefs  of  French  principles,  or  of  French  powrer,  in 
found  policy  he  ought  to  have  made  the  repreffion 
.  ©f  thefe  his  fupfeme  object ;  and  to  have  retrained 
for  the  prefent  his  jealoufy  of  the  houfe  of  Aufttia. 
If  he  did  not  apprehend  danger  from  France,  pru- 
dence required  he  fliould  withdraw  from  the  con- 
federacy ;  honour  and  fincerjty  demanded  that  he 

*  Segur^  vol,  iii.  chap.  13. 

fiiould 
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fliould  not  pretend  to  be  an  oftenfive  member  of  chap. 
the  alliance,  if  he  was  refolved  to  be  ina&ive  in  its  vj^^ 
fervice,  andJndifferent  about  its  fuccefs.    On  the  ^  »m- 
other  hand,  the  fame  unity  of  objeft  was  the  real  ror  tries  t» 
intereft  of  the  Emperor,  if  it  was  his  intefeft  at  all  f^jla/ia 
to  be  member  of  a  combination  againft  France.  nwf*4 
The  feparate  appropriation  of  fortreffes  could  not 
indemnify  him  for  liis  belligerent  exertions,  mud 
difguft  his  continental  ally,  and  ultimately  contra- 
vene the  advancement  of  their  common  object.    In 
the  beginning  of  this  year  the  Emperor,  extremely 
anxious  to  oppofe  frefh  numbers,  of  Germans  to  the 
republican   hoft,   a&ively  endeavoured  to  induce 
the  Gdhnanic  ftates  to  arm  in  mafs.  This  mode  the  [*  *noj*& 

by  the  King 

King  of  Pruffia  declared  he  would  never  fan&ion,  «f  Piufc*. 
and  would  withdraw  his  troops  if  it  were  attempted. 
He  however  profefled  himfelf  (till  an  a&ive  mem- 
ber of  the  confederacy,  and  ready  to  fupport  every 
prudent  and  pra&icable  projeft  for  forwarding  its 
ends.  The  emperor  found  it  neceflary  to  acquiefce 
in  Frederic  William's  obje&ions  to  a  levy  in  mafs, 
and  to  appear  fatisfied  with  his  profeffions  of  zeal 
in  the  caufe.  The  fubfidiary  treaty  with  England 
either  empowered  him  to  make  vigorous  efforts  or 
induced  him  to  promife  fuch,  and  accordingly  he  was 
ftill  deemed  one  of  the  chief  members  of  the  con- 
federacy, and  upon  the  coixviftion  of  his  co-opera- 
tion the  prqje&s  and  plans  of  the  campaign  were 
formed.     The  confederates  propofed  .this  year  to  pi™  of  the 

_;       *  ,  t  J  campaign. 

prefs  upon  the  frontiers  of  France  with  numerous 
forces  on  various  fides,  and  alfo  to  co-operate 
with  the  infurgeiits  on  the  coaft  of  Brittany.    Jfi 

I  the 
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the  month  of  February  the  Duke  of  York,  and 
with  him  Colonel  Mack,  came  over  from  the  con* 
*79+  tment  to  London  to  hold  a  conference  with  the 
Britifh  minifters  on  the  operations  of  the  cam- 
Rcfpediire  paign.  The  emperor  undertook  to  furniffi  two 
belligerent  hundred  thoufand  men,  the  King  of  Pruffia  fixty- 
*°*e,i*  four,  including  thirty^two  thoufand  in  Britifh  pay, 
Britain  forty  thoufand,  the  reft  of  the  allies,  the 
Dutch,  German  princes,  and  the  Emigrants  fifty- 
two  thoufand,  fo  that  the  whole  combined  force 
to  operate  on  the  frontiers  of  France  ihould 
amount  to  three  hundred  and  .fifty-fix  thoufand 
men,  befides  the  troops  intended  to  be  employed 
by  Britain  on  the  coaft.  The  French  army  it 
appears  at  this  time  amounted  to  feven  hundred 
and  eighty  thoufand  men,  of  whom  four  hundred 
and  eighty  thoufand  compofed  the  armies  on  the 
frontiers,  and  the  reft  were  employed  either  in 
watching  the  late  fcenes  of  infurre&on,  or  on  the 
frontiers  of  Spain  and  the  Alps. 

On  the  fifth  of  March  the  Duke  of  York  arrived 
on  the  continent,  to  take  the  command  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  army;  on  the  feventeenth  he  proceeded  with 
General  Clairfiit  to  Valenciennes,  where  a  council 
*  of  war  was  held  with  the  Prince  of  Saxe  Cobourg, 
after  which  the  generals  returned  to  their  refpe&ive 
head- quarters*  It  was  determined  that  the  empe- 
ror himfelf  ihould  take  the  field,  and  ihould  be  in- 
verted with  the  fupreme  command. 
T>*  Sups-       On  the  ninth  of  April  his  Imperial  Maiefty  ar- 

ror  joins  ihc       #       -  w*ri  f  •  i    «^    «  r 

tiiicdar-      nved  at  Bruflels,  and  was  inaugurated  Duke  of 
Brabant.    This  ceremony,  performed  with  great 

pomp 
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pomp  and  fplendour,  it  was  prefumed  fronld  ftrikc  chap* 
the  imaginations  and  hearts  of  Ac  people,  and  fti-  v^vw 
mulate  them  to  the  moft  vigorous  efforts  in  his  and      *  ***• 
their  own  caufe.     The  ftates  in  a  body  prefented         ' 
his  Imperial  Majefly  with  the  keys  of  the  Louvain ; 
on  the  gate  there  was  the  following  infcription : 
"  Cafar  adejl,  trement  Galli ;"  this  fentence  was  by 
the  courtiers  conftrued  to  mean  the  French  repub- 
licans tremble   at  the  approach  of  the  Emperor 
Francis.     Great  numbers   of  children,  decorated 
with  white  ftaves,  drew  the  ftate  coach  folemnly 
along;    at  the    principal   church   Te   Deunr  was 
chaunted  ;  verfes  were  prefented  to  the  Emperor, 
congratulating  his  inauguration,  and  celebrating  the 
achievements  which  he  was  to  perform.     His  Im- 
perial Majefty  proceeding  to  Valenciennes,  was  joy- 
fully received  by  the  allied  army ;  and  on  the  16th  of 
April  he  reviewed  the  combined  forces,  previoufly 
to  the  commencement  of  military  operations. 

Meanwhile  the  French  government  had  made  Energy  of 
the   moft  powerful  and  efficient  difpofitions  for  ^^ 
opening  the  campaign.     Horrible  as  the  decemviral  jfaders  « 
fyftem  was,  it  poffeffed  one  quality  fo  momentous 
in  war,  that  without  it  all  other  qualities  fupported 
by  the  moft  abundant  refources  are  of  little  efficacy; 
it  was   diftinguifhed    for  extraordinary  energy. 
Every  latent  power  was  called  into  a&ion,  its  im- 
menfe  refources  were  not  only  employed,  but  con- 
verged into  a  focus.     The  immediate  objeft  was  to 
repel  foreign  iilvafions  and  interference  wherefoever 
they  threatened,   and  wherefoever  they  were  fe- 
conded;  to  concentrate  all  the  intellectual  and  phy- 
fical  force  of  France  to  this  point  j  to  crumble  all 
Vol.  V.  I  i  oppofition 


48*  HISTORY  OF  THE 

chap,  oppofition  to  this  defign  and  to  the  exttting  rulers 

v^JX^,  who  were  carrying  it  into  execution.    Some  em- 

1794-     bers  of  rebellion  rekindling  early  in  fpring,  troops 

were  fent  with  the  ufual  rapidity  to  the  fcene  of  re- 

ftcbeiiioa     viving  infurre&on.     Thefe  fpeedily  fubjugated  the 

i*nqu  vra-   royalifls,  and  punifhed  them  in  the  mod  fummary 

**•  and  cruel  manner.     Rebellion  was  crufhed  by  the 

difperiion  of  the  Vendeans ;  faction  was  extinguiih- 

ed ;  and  hoflilc  operations  againft  foreign  powers 

engroffed  the  fole    attention.     General  Jourdain 

was  removed  from  the  command  of  the  northern 

army,  and  fucceeded  by  General  Rchegru,  whofe 

uncommon  military  talents  proved  him  deferving 

of  this  confidence.     As  Jourdain  was  permitted  to 

retire  without  difgrace,  and  indeed,  in  the  exprcfs 

words  of  the  decree,  with  honour  to  himfelf  and 

with  the  gratitude  of  his  country,  his  retirement 

was  but  fhort,  and  he  was  afterwards  appointed  to 

command  the  army  of  the  Rhine* 

The  confc-        On  the  feventeenth  of  April  the  confederates  ad- 

uke'the       vanced  in  eight  columns  to  invert:  Landreci,  a  well 

sf ld«  of       fortified  town  in  Hainault,  on  the  right  bank  of 

Landrtci.     the  river  Sambre.     The  firft  column,  compofed  of 

Auftrian  and  Dutch  troops  under  Prince  Chriftian 

of  Heffe  Darmftadt,  advanced  upon  the  village  of 

Carillon,  which  was  forced  after  fome  refiftance. 

The  fecond  under  Lieutenant  General  Alvintzy, 

forced  the  French  entrenchments  at  Mazinguer, 

Oify,  and  Nouviourand  took  poffeffion  of  the  whole 

foreft  of  Nbuviou.    The  third  column*  led  on  by 

the  Emperor  in  perfon  and  the  Prince  of  Cobourg, 

after  carrying  the  villages  of  Ribouville  and  Waf- 

figny,  cictached    forwards   the  advanced   guards, 

which 
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which  took  pofleffion  of  the  heights  called  Grand'  c^  p- 
and  Petit  Blocus.    The  fourth  and  fifth  columns  s^-v-*^ 
were  entrufted  to  the  Duke  of  York ;  the  firft  of      im* 
thefe  was  under  his  own  immediate  direction ;  and 
the  latter  was  commanded  by  Sir  William  Erfkine. 
The  obje&s  of  thefe  columns  were  the  redoubts 
and  village  of  Vaux,  and  the  ftrong  entrenchments 
of  the  French  in  the  wood  called  Bois  de  Bou- 
chain.     The  fixth,  feventh,  and  eighth  columns, 
under  the  hereditary  Prince  of  Orange,  were  not 
engaged,  being  only  a  corps  of  obfervation  on  the 
fide  of  Cambray*.    The  Duke  of  York  endea-  Confliai 
voured,  notwithstanding  the  ftrong  pofition  of  the  aUkTand  * 
French  army,  to  turn  their  right,  and  for  that  pur-  ^cPubU- 
pofe  ordered  the  whole  column  to  move  forwards 
under  the  cover  of  the  high  ground,  leaving  only 
fufficient  cavalry  to  occupy  their  attention.    The 
fire  of  the  republicans  was  at  firft  fevere,  but  find- 
ing the  Britifh  troops  eager  to  prefs  them  to  a  clofe 
engagement,  which  they  forefaw  would  terminate 
in  their  difcomfiture,  they  thought  it  expedient  to  re* 
treat.     Thefe  fucceffes  of  the  Britifh  troops  enabled 
the    confederates  to  commence  the  fiege.     The 
French  affembled  in  confiderable  force  at  the  camp  of 
Caefar,  near  Cambray,  which,  as  we  have  feen,  they 
had  occupied  the  former  year.  The  Duke  of  York, 
well  knowing  the  efficacy  of  the  Britifh  force,  on 
the  23d  of  April  fent  General  Otto  to  attack  the 
enemy 's  pofition. .  Otto,  finding  the  French  ftrong. 
and  firmly  polled,  delayed  the  affault  till  the  ar- 
rival of  a  reinforcement,  when,  charging  them  with 

♦See  New  Annual  Regifler  for  1794,  P*  3*8* 
%  Ii  %  impetuofity, 
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c  Hiv  p<  ^pc^10^^  be  foon  broke  their  line,  and  after 
y^-^+j  killing  twelve  hundred  drove  the  reft  into  Cam- 
,794"      bray,  with  the  lofe  of  their  artillery*.    Fkhegru, 
not  diiheartened  by  thefe  repeated  difadvantages,  (till 
dire&ed  his  own  movements  againft-the  mod  formi- 
B»ui€  «r     ^blc  part  of  his  enemies.   On  the  24th  of  April  he 
of  April      attacked  the  Duke  of  York  on  all  fides.  The  confum- 
tke  DuL     mate  general  of  the  republicans  found  in  the  Britifh 
tLYi?pkUb?d  prince  and  his  army  a  commander  and  foldiers  not 
Ik™*]        t0  be  overcome  even  by  his  ability  and  efforts.  Fre- 
deric vigoroufly  receiving  the  aflailants  in  front  by 
grape  (hot  and  mufketry,  judicioufly  diipatched  fe- 
veral  regiments  of  cavalry  round  the  right,  and  of 
infantry  round  the  left  wing  of  his  enemy,  while 
he  himfelf  oppofed  the  powerful  and  numerous 
ow  prince     hoft  in  the  front  of  the  battle ;  the  two  detach- 
^m^nUar"e    ments  charging  the  enemy's  flanks,  broke  their 
▼idorioui.    ijnes>  an(i  produced  a  moil  deftru&ive  carnage  in 
both  wings :  fuch  a  combination  of  valour  and  {kill 
completely  defeated  the  French.    This  attempt  of 
Kchegru  was  only  part  of  a  general  plan  of  attack, 
extending  from  Treves  to  the  fea,   although  he 
chofe  for  himfelf  the  pod  of  moft  difficulty  and 
danger.     On  the  right,  the  columns  of  the  French 
attacking  the  enemy's  army  were  repulfed  with  Iofs, 
though  not  nearly  fo  great  as  the  lofs  which  they 
Incurred  in  their  conflidt  with  the  Duke  of  York. 
On  thfe  left,  they  gained  a  trifling  advantage  by 
tfie  redu&ion    of  Menin  and   Courtray.      Other 
engagements  took  place  during  the  fi^je,  without 
any  decifive  event.    Where  the  Britilh  fought  the 

*  See  Macfarfane*!  hiftorr,  vol.  ir.  p.  469. 

French 
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French' were  uniformly   repulfed ;  but  in  their  c  ]*  £  p- 
other  conflicts"  they  were  more  fuccefsful.     Their  v^^^a 
efforts,  however,  to  relieve  Landreci,  were  not  ^drSiii 
effe&ual,  as  that  fortrefs  was  captured  after  an  in-  J»k«- 

/l  r  1  m-n**  i  Tcfttmony 

veibttent  often  days.    The  French  rulers  acknow-  of  the  con- 
ledged  in  the  convention,  that  though  not  the  mod  thTheroifni 
numerous,  the  moft  formidable  opponents  to  Gallic  £*„$&. 
valour  were  th£  Englifh*. 

Pichegru,  a  man  of  ftrong  and  comprehenfive  ^che*  ru. 
genius,  regarded  precedented  modes  of  warfare  no 
farther  than  they  could  ferve  his  purpofe^  and  form- 
ed  ap  plan  of  attack  at  once  new  and  admirably 
adapted  to  the  chara&er  of  the  French,  efpecially  to ,  His  new 
the  foldiers   under  his  cpmmand.    His  fyftem  of  warfare. 
taQics  confided  in  purfuing  the  enemy  without  in- 
termiflion ;  courting  opportunities4 of  engagements; 
and  keeping  his  whole   force  together,  without- 
dividing  it  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  on  fieges  ; 
to  reduce  only  Jfuch  as  were  neceffary  in  order  to 
fecure  proper  pofitions,  without  feeming  to  be  at  all 
concerned  about  the  redu&ion  of  fuch  ftrong  place* 
as  he  had  left  behind.     This  fyftem  was  fuitable  to 
the  ftate  of  military  experience  among  the  greater 
part  of  the  French  foldiers,  as  well  as  to  the  cha- 
ra&er  of  the  people.     The  troops  were  moftly  new 
levied,  and  although  nationally  courageous,  a&ive, 
and  impetuous,  and  then  infpirited  by  enthufiafm, 
yet  they  were  not  fufficiently  trained  in  ftationary^ 
warfare  to  undertake  any  fiege  of  difficulty.    Be* 


*  See  Barrere*a  fpecch  in  the  convention,  after  the  late  vie* 
tory  of  the  Duke  of  York. 

I  i  3  fides, 
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C  liv  P#  ^C8>  **  an  anna^:  #  °^  ^e  prcfent  campaign  ob- 
w-v^  ferves,  "  the  French  foldier  is  too  ardent  and  im- 
,7**      patient  td  go  through  with  a  chain  of  operations 
that  require  perfeverance.      In  the  field  he  darts 
forth  as  an  eagle,  and  fights  like  a  lion.     But  a  long 
and    arduous  fiege  repels,  and   often  even  dif- 
courages.      In  order  to   have  a  military  body  of 
men  perfeft  and  invincible,  it  would  be  neceflary  to 
carry  on  lieges  with  Swifs   troops,  and  to  have 
French  armies  of  obfervadon.     But  while  a  general 
has  only  Frenchmen  under  his  command,  he  ought 
not  to  let  them  grow  reftive,  by  remaining  long  in 
one  place,  but  keep  them  always  in  breath,   and 
SyiUm  of     always  within  view  of  the  enemy."     This  fyftem  of 
l^ck!"       inceflant  attack  was  extended  in  its  operation  to  the 
feveral  armies  of  the  republicans,  fo  as  to  render 
them  really  parts  of  one  great  hoft,  clofely  conne&ed 
together,  as  one  army  over  a  wide  expanfe  of  coun- 
Co-opei*t-    try.  From  the  German  Rhine  to  the  fea,  there  teas 
French*  °      one  co-operating  line  of  armies.     Though  the  Vie- 
tnam™ tol7  °f  *e  du^e  °f  York»  ^d  &e  capture  of  Lan- 
Rhine  to      dm*!  retarded  the  progrefc  of  this  grand  fcheme  of 
advance  and  affault  they  did  not  prevent  its  final 
execution  and  fuccefs.     The  exertions  and  attain* 
ments  of  the  Britifh  arms  eventually  promoted  the 
The  French  accomplifhment  of  the  French  proje&s.     After  the 
*ctoftT*9id  ^att^e  °^  ^  **■*  of  April,  they  cautioufly  abftained 
engage.       from  clofe  engagement  with  the  Britifh  forces,  and 

went  with  °  °  ;     ."     "       '  *  •     t» 

the  BriiiOi. 

#  HiftoireChronoligtque  des  operations  de  PArmcc  du  NonJ, 
c$  de  cclledu  Sambre  et  Meufe,  park  citoyen  David,  temoin 
des  plupart  de  leurs  exploits. 
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bent  their  principal  efforts,  both  on  the  right  and  left, 
againft  the  Auftrians. 

To  this  plan  of  partial  attack  the  movements  of      17H* 
the  allied  army  were  peculiarly  aufpicious.     Soon 
after  the  fiege  of  Landreci  it  was  judged  expedient 
to  divide  the  confederates  into  three  parts ;  the  chief  Separation 
army  under  the  immediate  command  of  the  prince  confederate 
of  Cobourg,  and  having  the  emperor  himfelf  at  its 
head,  was  ported  near  the  Sambrc ;   the  duke  of 
York  with  the  Britifh  forces,  was  Rationed  at  Tour- 
nay;  and  general  Clairfait,  with  a  third  army,  occu- 
pied Weft  Flanders.      Pichegru  dire&ed  his  own 
principal  efforts  to  the  left  againft  Clairfait,  and 
ftraitening  the  quarters  of  the  duke  of  York ;  and 
in  attacking  Britifh  polls  and  detachments,  without 
hazarding  a  decifive  battle.      Several  very  bloody 
conflicts,  however,  took  place  in  this  kind  of  war- 
fare, but  without  materially  impairing  his  highnefs's 
force,  though  frefh  numbers  were  daily  joining  the 
French   army.      Jourdain  with  the  army  of  the  jounbin 
Rhine,  in.the  beginning  of  the  campaign,  had  met  with"*"* 
with  fevere  checks,  but  had  been  ultimately  fuc-  JJ2L"* 
cefsful  againft  general  Beaulieu,  whom  he  compelled 
to  evacuate  the  duchy  of  Luxemburg,  and  to  fall 
backtoNamur.    Encouraged  by  their  career  of 
fuccefs,  the  French  now  prepared  to  inveft  Charle- 
roi  on  the  Sambre.      The  prince  of  Cobourg  with 
the  main  army  advanced  to  its  relief;   but  though 
the  undertaking  was  extremely  important,  truftedto 
bis  own  troops,  without  calling  for  the  aid  of  the  duke 
of  York  from  Tournay.     On  the  a  ift  of  June  he 
reached  Ath,and  op  the  24th  he  effe&ed  a  jun&ion 

U4  wi* 
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«.  J794- 
Battle  of 
Fleurus* 


Juna  26. 


Flchf  % ru  in 
Weft  Flan. 
derf  attacka 
»nd  dcfeata 
Clairfait. 


Dangerous 
Jituation  of 
the  duke  of 
York, 


with  the  prince  of  Orange  and  general  Beaulku,  at 
Nivelles.      The  main  body  of  the  French  army, 
under  General  Jourdain,  was  ported  at  this  time  at 
Templeuve,  Goffelies,  and  Fleurus,  for  the  purpofe 
of  covering  the  liege  of  Charlerof.     A  battle  en- 
fued :  both  armies  fought  with  the  moft  intrepid 
courage,  butthe  impetuous  valour  of  the  French  fuc- 
ceeded.  The  allied  army  was  defeated  in  every  quar- 
ter, and  forced  with  immenfe  lofs  to  retreat  to 
Halle,  thirty  miles  from  the  field  of  battle*  :  this 
vi&ory  decided  the  fate  of  the  campaign.     Char- 
leroi,  and  fooh  after  Bruffels,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  vi&orious  enemy.     In  Weft  Flanders  Pichegru 
was  equally  fuccefsful  againft  Clairfait.     Receiving 
large  reinforcements  from  Lille,  he  undertook  the 
fiege  of  Ypres,  the  key  of  Flanders,    The  import, 
ance  of  this   place  induced  general  Clairfait  to 
hazard  the  whole  corps  under  his  command  for  its 
relief.     On  the  1 3th  of  June  he  attacked  the  repub- 
licans ;  and  drove  them  from  their  firft  pofition ; 
but  fortune  foon  changed.     The  ability,  courage, 
and  flrill  of  Clairfait  were  in  vain  oppofed  to  the 
immenfe  hod  of  impetuous  republicans.      After  a 
feries  of  defeats  he  was  compelled  to  abandon  Ypres, 
to  retire  to  Ghent,  while  Pichegru  overran  Weft 
Flanders.    The  geographical  reader,  by  tracing  the 
progress  of  the  French  anny,  and  the  retreat  of 
the  Auftrians,  and  obferving  the  pofition  of  .the 
duke  of  York,  will  fee  that  he  was  in  a  very  dan- 
jjerous  fituation,  fuiround<?d  on  all  fide&by  the  con* 


*,  New  Annual  RegHkr4  1794,  page  333. 
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quering  multitudes  of  the  French  troops.      Ever  chap, 
fince  the  enemy,  by  the  defeat  of  Cobourg,  were  fo  *_  -^ '^ 
much  advanced  on  his  left,  the  duke's  pofition  had      J794- 
been  very  perilous;    but    fince  the  progrefs  of  who  retire*  * 
Pichegru  upon  his  right,  his  poft  was  no  longer  t0  Ant*«?- 
tenable  ^  he  accordingly  retired,  with  great  expedi- 
tion to  Antwerp.     The  emperor  defpairing  of  fuc- 
cefs,  after  in  vain  endeavouring  to  raife  the  people 
of  the  Netherlands  in  mafs,  returned  <o  Vienna. 

Part  ,of  the  original  plan  of  the  campaign  had 
been,  as  we  have  already  feen,  to  co-operate  with 
the  infurgents  of  La  Vendee.      Britain  had  under*, 
taken,  with  that  view,  to  fend  an  expedition  to 
France,  and  propofed  to  entruft  the  command  to  the 
valour,  ability,  and  conduct  of  Earl  Moira#,  who  as 
Lord  Rawdon  had  attained  fo  high  military  diftinc- 
tion  in  America.     But  the  fupprefSon  of  the  infur- 
gents, already  recorded,  prevented  this  defign  from 
being  carried  into  execution.     His  lordfhip's  army  Euri  Moira 
was  therefore  ordered  to  Flanders.     One  illuftrious  Z\th  h\l    J 
perfonage,  feeking  a  wider  field  for  the  exercife  of  ^^rs. 
his  vigorous  genius  and  a&ive  mind,  and  wifhing  to  J^aitT* 
learn  the  military  art  from  fo  able  a  mafter,  defired  offer*  to  aa 
to  ferve  as  a  volunteer :  this  was  George  prince  of  as  a  voiua- 
Waies.    Titted  by  natural  abilities  and  acquirements 
for  either  the  cabinet  or  the  field,  *the  heir  apparent 
from  the  delicacy  of  his  fituation,  had  caiitioufly  ab- 
ftained  from  political  bufmefs.     His  prefent  propo. 
fition  did  ndt,  he  conceived,  interfere  with  the  line 
of  conduA  which  filial  duty  had  chalked  to  itfelf. 
But  his  royal  parents  not  deeming  it  expedient  to 

*  His  lordfhip  bad  fucceeded  to  that  title  in  the  former  jt ar 
by  the  death  of  his  father. 

4  rf* 
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rifkthe  perfon  of  the  heir  apparent,  the  execution 
of  his  intention  was  not  permitted.  In  the  latter 
end  of  June  earl  Moira,  with  ten  thoufand  men, 
landed  at  Oftend,  juft  as  the  Auftrians  had  been 
obliged  to  evacuate  Weft  Flanders.  The  French, 
in  the  mean  time,  were  advancing  upon  Ghent  in 
hu^iikip  great  force,  and  but  little  expectation  was  enter- 
ottndjan*  tained  of  general  Clairfait's  being  able  to  make  any 
ftndt  the       effedtual  reflftance  in  that  quarter.     In  the  fituation 

place  fur-  * 

founded  by    in  which  the  earl  of  Moira  found  the  affairs  of  the 
«a«micH      allies,  an  alternative  occurred,  of  either  defending 
Oftend,  or  proceeding  to  join  the  duke  of  York, 
To   fuccour   the  confederates,   and   fopport  %  the 
Britifli  army,  appeared  an  objedfc  of  more  urgent 
importance  than  the   precarious    poffeffion  of  a 
fmgle  town ;  whatever  movement  was  to  be  made 
required  difpatch,   left  the  advance  of  the  French 
armies  might  completely  cut  off  the  communication. 
«i«terminet    A  council  of  war  was  therefore  called  by  the  earl 
a!  way  to     of  Moira,  and  it  was  determined  immediately  to 
%£k*  of  evacuate  Oftend.     This  difficult  and  laborious  tafk 
was  committed  to  colonel  Vyfe.     On  the  morning 
of  the  ill  of  July  he  began  to  embark  the  troops  on 
board  the  (hipping,  which  lay  at  (ingle  anchor  in 
the  harbour,  and  the  baggage  and  (lores  were  in  the 
veflels  before  night.     The  French  entered  the  town 
as  the  laft  detachment  embarked.      While  colonel 
Vyfe  was  engaged  in  conducing  the  evacuation  of 
Oftend,  lord  Moira  with  his  main  army  repaired 
to  Malle,  about  four  miles  from  Bruges,    on  the 
Mafteriy      great  caufeway  to  Ghent.      The  enemy  preffing 
*^c£icei«    very  faft,  nothing  was  left  but  the  mod  rapid  djf- 
J^^         patch.     For  that  purpofe  they  marched  withovit 
tents  and  baggage.      The  French  geqgral  was  ex- 
tremely 
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tremely  eager  to  attack  this  corps ;  but  fo  fkilftilly  char 
had  their  mafterly  leader  arranged  them  on  their  s^^^j 
march,    that  palling  through  a  country  overrun      s?94- 
by,  myriads  of  enemies  elated  with  vi&ory,  and 
eager  for  combat,  encountering  numberlefs  defiles, 
through  flats  interfered   with  canals,  and  lately 
inundated,  he  did  not  afford  them  a  Single  opportu- 
nity of  attack.     After  un4ergoing  incredible  hard- 
ships, on  the  8th  of  July  he  joined  the  duke  of 
York,     Having  conduced  this  important  aqceffion 
of  Strength  in  fafety  to  the  prince,  lord  Moira  re- 
turned to  Britain.     The  French  generals  were  now 
advancing  in  all  dire&ions  through  the  Netherlands, 
and  the  allies  were  apprehensive  that  Holland  would 
again  become  the  fcene  of  invafion.     The  duke  of 
York  remained  at  Antwerp,   to  afford  the  Dutch 
time  to  Strengthen  their  fortifications,  and  prepare 
for  a  vigorous  defence.     The  prince  of  Orange,  in  Advance  <* 
the  beginning  of  the  month,  had  taken  pofl  at 
Waterloo ;  and  here  he  was  at  firft  fuccefsful  in  re- 
pelling an  advanced  guard  of  the  French.     He  was  The  duke 
foon,  however,  compelled  to  abandon  this  pofl,  by  and^riL* 
the  advance  of  the  republican  armies  to  Bruffels.  o(0™**M 

*  arc  obliged 

He  attempted  afterwards  to  make  a  Stand  along  the  *>  feu  ***• 
canal  of  Lou  vain ;  but  the  French  bringing  up  con-  • 
tinual  reinforcements,  he  was  obliged,  with  con- 
iiderable  lofs,  to  retreat  on  the  i6thacrofs  the  Dyle, 
and  eflablilhed,  for  a  Short  time,  his  head-quarters 
It  Nyle.  The  ftadtholder  folicited  the  Dutch,  by 
repeated  proclamations,  to  levy  one  man  in  ten 
throughout  the  United  Provinces.  But  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  people  were  difaffe&ed,  and  the  reft 
were  torpid.  The  French  generals  advanced  in 
front  of  the  Dyle  towards  Louvain.     At  the  Iron 

Mountain, 
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chap.  Mountain,  the  brave  though  lately  unfortunate  Clair- 
^^  fait  again  attempted  an  ineffe&ual  remittance,  but  was 
■'J*  completely  defeated  by  general  Kleber,  with  die 
lofs,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prifoner*,  of  fix  thou* 
fand  men ;  while  the  generals  Lefevre  and  Dubois 
feized  on  the  pofition  of  the  abbey  of  Florival.  It 
was  at  firft  the  intention  of  the  commanders  of  the 
combined  armies  to  make  a  ftand  at  Namur,  and  to 
form  a  line  of  defence  from  that  city  to  Antwerp ; 
but  thefe  fucceffes  of  the  republicans,  and  their  rapid 
movements,  totally  difconcerted  this  plan.  Namur 
was  abandoned  by  General  Beaulieu  on  the  night  of 
the  1 6th,  leaving  behind  Jiim  only  two  hundred 
men,  who  furrendered  both  the  city  and  citadel  on 
the  firft  fummons:  a  large  quantity  of  artillery 
was  found  at  Namur.  On  the  20th,  the  keys  of 
the  city  were  prefented  at  the  bar  of  the  national 
convention*.  In  weft  Flanders  the  important  pafs 
of  the  Lier  was  forced  about  the  fame  time  :  the 
French  on  the  23d  fent  a  trumpeter  to  inform  the 
inhabitants  of  Antwerp  that  they  intended  to  vifit 
them  on  the  fucceeding  morning,  which  they  did 
at  eleven  o'clock,  and  took  quiet  poffeffion  of  that 
city.  The  allies  had  previoufly  fet  fire  to  the  im- 
menfe  magazines  of  forage  which  were  there  col- 
lected. Jourdain  and  his  troops  entered  Liege,  which 
immediately  fubmitted  to  the  vi&orious  republicans. 
The  fortreffes  of  Lifle  and  Sluys  were  fpeedily  cap- 
tured! ;  the  four  towns  taken  from  the  French  were 
The  Auftri-  fucceflively  retaken.  The  Auftrians  entirely  evacu- 
"Icwt'elbe  sited  the  Netherlands,  which  were  now  overfpread 

Nrther- 

*  New  Annual  Regifter,  1794,  page  400. 
t  Ibid.  401. 
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by  the  republican  armies.     The  Britifh  retreated  chap. 
from  Antwerp,  and  in  number  about  twenty-five  k^^^j 
thoufand  men  proceeded  to  Breda,  which  it  was  de-  „   lM- 
termined  to  defend,  and  a  Dutch  garrifon  was  fta- 
tioned  there  for  that  purpofe.     The  right  columii  of 
the  Englifh  marched  through  Breda  on  the  4th  of 
Auguft,  while  the  left  went  round  the  town.  They  intrepid 
then  took  a  pofition  which  had  been  previoufly  Brwih  on* 
marked  out  for  them,   about  four ,  miles  diftant.  LfCH^u"nd7 
Having  halted  feveral  days  fit  Breda,  which  the  ^J^d"™ 
prince  of  Orange  was  putting  into  a  ftate   of  £f^jg 
defence,  they  retreated  in  the  end  of  Auguft  to  fuperior.tr 
Bois  le-duc,  where  a  Dutch  garrifon  of  feven  thou. 
fand  men  ,was  pofted.     In  the  beginning  of  Septem- 
ber general  Pichegru  approached  with  an  army  of 
at  leaft  eighty  thoufand  men;  and  the  advanced 
guard  of  the  republicans  attacked  and  ftormed  the 
pofts  on  the  Dommel,  and  the  village  of  Boxtel, 
which  though  they  made  a  moft  gallant  refiftancey 
found  it  impoffible  to  withftand  the  numbers  of  the 
enemy.     The  duke,  therefore,  with  fo  inferior  a  Ti*y  rctr«t 
force,  perceiving  his   fituation  totally  untenable,  Mcufc, 
on  the  1 6th  of  September  crpfTed  the  Meufe,  tod 
took  a  pofition  which  had  been  previoufly  recon* 
poitred  about  three  miles  from  Grave.    So  vigorous 
had  been  the  refiftance  of  the  valiant  Britifh,  that 
with  twenty-five  thoufand  men  they  withstood  the 
republicans  who  were  more  than  eighty  thdufaod, 
from  the  beginning  of  July  to  the  middle  of  Sep- 
tember ;  in  which  time  they  made  very  inconfider- 
able  advances,  where  they  had  the  duke  of  York, 
and  his  band  to  combat*.     On  the  Rhine  fimila* 

*   *  See  Macfarlane,  vol.  iv.  page  489, 
'  fuccefs 
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fuccefs  attended  the  energetic  efforts  of  the  repute 
licans.  The  king  of  Pruflia  having  long  manifefted 
Fafchidfeeft  *e  coldeft  indifference  to  the  confederacy,  had 
rfProiu.*  ^^y  "*  ***  J***  announced  to  the  German  princes 
his  determination  to  withdraw  from  the  alliance*. 
But  Britain,  judging  of  his  good  faith  by  her  own, 
had  conceived  that  he  would  bring  into  the  field  the 
forces  for  which  he  had  ftipulated,  and  for  which 
he  had  been  paid ;  in  fhort,  that  a  monarch  would 
not  defcend  to  an  artifice  fo  totally  unbecoming  a 
gentleman,or  an  honeft  man,  as  to  procure  the  money 
of  other  people  by  falfe  pretences.  But  our  govern- 
ment and  legiflature  had  proceeded  on  the  fuppofi- 
tion  that  Frederic  William  pofleffed  virtues  with 
which  they  found  by  experience  he  was  not  endued. 
The  force  which  he  furnifhed  was  very  inferior  to 
that  which  he  promifed,  and  their  efforts  were  not 
fuch  as  might  have  been  expetted  from  a  Pruffian 
army,  and  were  of  little  avail  againft  the  fincere, 
zealous,  and  ardent  enthufiafm  of  the  republican 
^a***  troops.  On  the  12th  of  July,  General  Michaud 
stpui'tens    attacked  the  Prufiians  near  Edickhoffen :  and,  to 

on  tbc 

fcAtoe.  favour  his  operations  in  that  quarter,  advanced 
at  the  fame  time  upon  the  Auftrians  before  Spires. 
The  conteft  was  long  and  bloody,  and  both  parties 
claimed  the  vi&ory.  On  the  following  day  the 
French  renewed  the  attack,  on  the  Prufiians  with 
redoubled  vigour.  The  battle  lafted  from  early  in 
the  morning  till  nine  at  night.  They  attacked 
(even  times,  and  at  length  carried  by  affauk,  amidft 
a  terrible  fire,  the  important  polls  fortified  and  oc- 
cupied by  the  Pruflians  on  Platoberg,  the  higheft 

mountain 
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mountain  in  the  whole  territory  of  Deux  Ponts*. 
The  republicans  captured  great  numbers  of  prifon- 
ers9  and  nine  guns,  befides  ammunition,  waggons, 
and  horfes.     Continuing  their  feries  of  attacks,  the 
republicans  fucceffively  defeated  the  German  troops, 
and  compelled  them  to  feek  fafety  by  eroding  the 
Rhinef.    The  emperor,   alarmed  by  fuch  a  multi-  £^ft  ^ 
plicity  of  fucceffes,  endeavoured  to  ftimulate  the  l°  ^ 
German  princes  to  join  him  in  efficacious  meafures  princes? 
to  defend  the  empire  againft  the  irruption  of  the 
republicans ;    and   for  that  purpofe  he  addreffed 
a  memorial  to  the  circles.     His  own  refources,  he 
ftated,  were  utterly  inadequate  to  the  conteft :  the 
progrefs   of    the   French   was   fo  rapid,   that   he 
muft  be  inevitably  obliged  to  withdraw  his  troops, 
and  ftation  them  for  the  defence  of  his  own  fron- 
tiers, unlefs  the  empire  fhould  think  proper  to  op- 
pofe  the  progrefs  of  the  French  with  a  fufficient 
force:  thefe  exhortations  did  not  produce  the  defired  is  totally 
effeft ;  and  no  vigorous  efforts  were  made  by  the  unavaiUn*# 
empire  to  fecond  its    chief.       The   fufpicion   of 
treachery  often  fprings  from    difcomfiture ;    and 
ideas  of  this  fort  were  very  prevalent  during  this  ill- 
fated  campaign.     Many  of  the  Auftrian  officers  in- 
curred the  imputation :   it  was  faid  that  a  confider-  opinion* 
able  number  of  thefe  were  infe&ed  with  republican  of  thc. 

r  operations 

principles ;  and  that  not  a  few  were  corrupted  with  an<*  <**»*• 
French  gold.      As,  however,  it  would  exceed  the  campaign. 
bounds  of  hiftory  to  repeat  the  various  furmifes  of 
fufpicion,  concerning  which  proof  was  not  adduced 

i 

#  New  Annual  Regiftcr,  ^794,  p.  401. 
f  Otridge's  Annual  Rcgiftcr,  1794. 
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to  afcertam  the  truth  of  the  rumours,  the  narrative 
Jhall  not  fbllqw  their  details.     One  refult  however, 
379+      is,  theconduft  of  thaAuftrians  in  many  inftances 
was  fo  extremely  inconfiftent  with  the  military  abil- 
ity which  the  officers  of  that  nation  have  generally 
poflefled  in  a  great  degree,  that  it  implied  either 
treachery  or  incapacity.      The  prince  of  Cobourg 
has  been  feverely  cenfured  for  the  operations  which 
terminated  in  the  fignal  defeat  at  Fleurus,  and  the 
loft  of  the  Netherlands.     It  was  faid,  that  knowing 
the  efficacy  of  the  Britifh  troops,  he  fhould  not 
have  left  them  at  Tournay  when  he  marched  to  en- 
counter Jourdain :  that  the  addition  of  fuch  a  force 
woUld  have  infured  victory :  that  the  plan  of  fcpa- 
ration  in  which  the  pofition  of  the  Britifh  troops 
originated,  was  very  inimical  to  the  objefts  of  the 
campaign,  and  very  unfit  to  oppofe  an  enemy  whofe 
grand  fcheme  was  an  extenfive  and  clofely  connect- 
ed line  cf  co-operation  :  that  the  allies  had  ftationcd 
themfeives  at   three  angles  of  a  triangle,  while  the 
republicans,  by  a  fegment  of  a  circle,  at  once  en- 
compaffed  the  whole,  and  broke  the  communication 
Sufpiciont     of  the  parts.'    Thefe  allegations,  if  true,  might  be 
abi  *t!TrUt    all  accounted  for  without  any  charge  of  difaffeQion 
Cvbwg,      againft  Cobourg,  and  upon  a  fuppofition  that  will 
be  very  '  generally  admitted,   that  Jourdain    and 
Pichegru,  efpecially  the  latter,  far  furpaffed  Cobourg 
in  inventive  powers  which  formed  new  combina- 
are  not        tions  adapted  to  the  cafe.     Cobourg,  indeed,   ap- 
bj?pLf.      pears  to  have  been  a  man  of  mere  ta&ical  experi- 
ence, without  genius,'  and  therefore  not  fit  to  cope 
with  fkilful  men  of  very  great  genius.    This  prince, 
after  the  evacuation  of  the  Netherlands,  was  dif- 

mifled 
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miffed  from  his  command,  not  without  a  rumour  of  c  *  *  *• 
imputed  treachery  ;  the  truth  of  which  I  have  no  v-^-v^^/ 
grounds  to  record  as  an  hiftorical  fad ;  and  I  my-      I794* 
felf  difbelieve,  as  his  chara&er  was  fair  and  honour-  Cobourga 
able;  as  there  is  no  evidence  to  fupport  fuch  a  moderate 
charge/  and  as  the  difafters  of  the  army  under  his  abll,ncs* 
command  appeared  to  have  arifen  from  the  fuperior 
ability  of  the  French  generals,  Commanding  a  much 
more  numerous  force,  infpired  by  the  moft  ardent 
enthufiafm,  which,  whencefoever  it  arifes,  has  always 
infpired  men  to  efforts  far  beyond  diplomatic  calcu- 
lation formed  on  the  experience  of  common  wars. 
The  emperor  certainly  did  not  receive  in  the  Nether- 
lands, the  affiftance  from  his  Belgian  fubje&s,  the 
%  hopes    of  which  probably  had  a  confiderable  in- 
fluence in  inducing  him  to  vifit  thefe  dominions. 
His  exhortation  to  them  to  rife  in  mafs  was  indeed 
very  unlikely  to  be  regarded,  as  they  did  not  con* 
ceive  that,  like  the  French,  they  were  fighting  theif 
own  caufe.      Their  obje&  was  naturally  their  own 
fecurity,  tod  Hot  the  aggrandizement  of  the  houfe 
of  Auftria :  they  did  not  chufe  to  rife  in  mafs  to    . 
fight  for  a  matter,  though  the  French  had  rifen  izi 
mafs  to  fight  for  themfelves. 

After  evacuating  the  Netherlands,  general  Clair*  Ai»i« 
fait,  leaving  general  Latour  to  cover  Maeftricht,  oaSS** 
polled  himfelf  at  Juliers.  Jourdain  in  the  begin- 
ning of  September  prepared  to  march  againft  La* 
tour  j  but  it  was  the  middle  of  the  month  before  he 
was  ready  for  the  afiault.  On  the  18th  the 
French  in  four  columns  attacked  the  whole  line, 
from  theAywaille  to  Emeux.  All  the  pafiages 
were  forced  with  the  bayonet,  and  the  camps  taken 
.    Yol.V.  Kk  at 
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chap,  at  Full  charge.  The  Auftrians  left  two  thouTand 
k^,^j  men  dead  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  feveral  of  their 
xr-I7^*      battalions  were  reduced  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 

Victories  ^       * 

of  the  rilen.  Seven  hundred  prifoners,  twenty-fixf  pieces 
of  large  cannon,  three  pair  of  colours,  one  hun- 
dred horfes,  and  forty  ammunition  waggons,  were 
taken,  as  well  as  the  general's  own  carriage,  his 
fecretary,  and  papers.  The  remnant  of  Latour'* 
army  was  completely  routed  and  difperfed  :  general 
Clairfait  having  endeavoured  without  effeft  to  affift 
Latour,  with  great  fkill  and  ability  fortified  himfelf 
at  Juliers ;  and  thither  the  republicans  dire&ed  their 
efforts.  On  the  29th  the  French  advanced  from 
Aix  la  Chapelle,  croffed  the  Roer,  and  attacked 
all  the  Auftrian  general's  extenfive  pofts,  from 
Ruremonde  to  Juliers  and  Dureu.  The  conflict 
Jafted  the  whole  of  the  29th  and  30th  of  September, 
and  was  renewed  on  the  ift  and  2d  of  October. 
The  battle  was  extremely  fierce  on  both  fides  ;  but 
Clairfait  having  loft  ten  thoufand  men,-  found  k 
neeeffary  to  retreat  as  rapidly  as  poffible.  Juliers 
was  abandoned  to  the  French,  and  Clairfait  retreat- 
The  rftpub-  ed  acrofs  the  Rhine  :  the  republicans  conquered 
ti^hoicCe  Cologne*  Worms,  Bonn,  and  in  fliort  reduced  the 
5£w&*  whole  left  bank  of  the  rive*.  Rchegru*  mteA* 
while  was  preffing  oh  towards  Hollattd.  He  ia* 
formed  the  national*  convention,  that  with  tito  htafe 
eked  thoufand  men  he  wouM  fubjugate  the  United 
Provinces ;  and  though  the  whole  (dree  which  he 
required  was  not  immediately  fight*  yet  ft)  numerous 
an  addition  was  difpatched  to  his  artny,  jtlu&he 
deemed  himfelf  able  to  proceed  with  his  operitidnr* 
IA  the  beginning  of  OSober  he  invefted  B6is4e-duc, 

which 
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tvhich  in  a  few  days-  furr  endered.     On  the  acth  of  cha  p. 
O&ober,  a  (harp  conflict  took  place  .between  the  <^~y-^j 
republicans  and  the  Englifh,  in  which,  though  the       im* 
event  was  not  decifive,  the  lofs  was  conliderable. 
The  duke  of  York  now  eroding  the  Waal,  fell  back 
toNiineguen;  and  thither  theFrench  multitudes  foon 
followed.     The  Britifii  army  was  ported*  to  the- left 
of  Nimeguen,  and  the  enemy  in  front  of  the  town  j 
where  batteries  were  erefted  for  the  purpofe  of  can- 
nonade and  bombardment.      On  the  4th  of  No- 
vember a  foitie  was  made  in  the  night.     The  troops 
employed  in  the  fally  were  about  three  thoufand 
Brilifh,  Hanoverians,  and  Dutch  ;  and  their  objefl! 
was  to  deftroy  the  batteries  which  were  newly  eon-    . 
fir ufted  to  annoy  the  city.  It  appears  that  the  French 
were  by  fome  means  informed  of  this  defign,  and 
were  prepared  to  cbftruft  its  execution.     The  com  TheBmiiK 
£i&  was  extremely  obftinate,  but  our  troops  were  Salami, 
Victorious,  though    with   confiderable  lofs.      The  bur  are 
Britifli  general,  however,  from  the  immenfe  fupe-  f/u^^T 
fiority  of  the  enemy,  found  it  neceffary  to  evacuate! 
Nimeguen*     Philippine  on   the   Scbeld  alfo   fur- 
tfendered:     the    French  army  on   the  right  was 
fafl  advancing,   and  after  the  victories  over   the 
Auftrians,  hid  fiege  to  Maeftricht.     This  city  flood 
a  regular  inveftment  in  the  beginning  of  O&ober. 
During  this  month  the  republicans  carried  on  their 
approaches,  and  whilft  their  parallels  were  forming, 
conftru&ed  their  batteries.     They  repeatedly  fum- 
itioned  the  town  to  furrender ;  this  denunciation, 
having  on  the  30th  been  made  in  vain,  the  be- 
ljegers  began  to  pour  a  moft  dreadful  fitower  of' 
iht>t  and  fhelk  from  all  their  wofks,  with  which 
1  Kka  they 
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they  had  furrounded  the  place.    This  fire,  lading 
during'  the  whole  of  the  night,  demolilhed  many 
1794*      public  buildings  and  private  houfes,  wounded  and 
killed  great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants*      During 
three  days  this  deftru&ive  afiault  continued :  the 
governor  at  length,  moved  by  the  entreaties  of  the 
magiftrates  and  people,  entered  into  a  negociation 
with  general  Kleber*  and  the  city  capitulated  on  the 
4th  of  November.     After  the  capture  of  Nimeguen 
and  Maeftreicht,  the  operations  were  ina&ive  during 
the  reft  of  the  month.  *  But  the  troops,  though  not 
engaged  in  battles,  were  expofed  to  the  fevcreft 
w;«ff  r        hardfliips.    The  winter  began  with  extreme  feverity : 
L'h^iuml    the  foldiers  were  in  want  of  clothing  and  other 
neceflaries  for    encountering  a  winter  campaign, 
which  had  not  been  forefeen  in  time  to  make  ade- 
quate provifion.     In  a  country  fo  much  colder  and 
damper   than   Britain,    that  feafon  far  exceeded 
n oI^ef"nf  *ts  '  rigour.      The  confequence  was  ficknefs 

rue  fim.th     and  mortality  among  the  foldiers,  augmented  by  the 
tr*#p'*        want  of  remedies  and  medical  affiftance  fufficient 
for  fuchan  unexpected  prevalence  of  diftemper.    It 
is  probable,  from  the  inaftion  of  the  French  at  this 
time,  that  they  laboured  under  fimilar  evils.   Frefli 
and  numerous  reinforcements  however,  arriving, 
enabled  them  in  December  to  proceed  with  their 
limpid       operations.     On  the  7th  of  this  month  they  made 
i*™**      a  fruitlefs  attempt  to  crofs  the  Waal  in  four  rafts, 
**£*?     fr°m  Nimeguen ;  two  of  the  rafts  were  funk  by  the 
Englifli  forces,  who  were  Rationed  on  the  oppofite 
fide,  near  the  village  of  Lant ;  one  floated  to  the 
fide  occupied  by  the  Dutch ;  and  only  one  of  the 
four  regained  that  which  was  in  the  poflefiion  of 

the 
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the  republicans.      On  the  nth  the  attempt  was  c  hap, 
renewed,  and  with  better  fuccefs  :   they  crofled 
the  river  above  Nimeguen,  and  near  the  eanal,  in 
boats  and  on  rafts,  to  the  number  of  about  five 
thoufaad  men.      Another  detachment,  however, 
attempting  the  paflage,  was  repulfed  with  confider- 
able  lofs.      About  the  middle  of  December  the 
froft  became  extremely  intenfe ;  and  in  a  few  days 
the  Maefe  and  the  Waal  were  frozen  over.     Oh  the     •  • 
27th  the  army  crofled  the  river ;  the  duke  of  York  Attempt* 
had,  together  with  the  prince  of  Orange,  endea-fc"d«ke  of 
voured  to  roufe  the  Dutch  to  fuch  energetic  refi-  p,?oceaof 
fiance  as  had  formerly  faved  their  country  from  2dS^" 
French  invaders ;  but  the  circumflances  of  the  times,  Dutch- 
and   the   difpofitions  pf  the  people,  were  totally 
changed.     Great  numbers  of  the  Dutch  were  now 
unwilling  to  opppfe  the  French,  and,  mod  of  the 
reft  conceived  oppofition  hopelefs.  The  exhortatiors 
of  the  princes  were,   therefore,  altogether  unavail- 
ing ;  and  the  duke  of  York  considered  all  efforts  at 
ufelefs  to  fave  a  people  not  defirous  of  faving  them* 
felves.      Seeing  military  exertions  unlikely  to  be 
farther  ufeful  in  that  country,  he  returned  to  Eng- 
land*     The  remaining  forces  were  now  entrufted  to 
the  command  of  general  Walmoden;  and  an  attempt 
was  made  to  force  the  enemy  to  repafs  the  Waal. 
For  this  purpofe  ten  battalions  of  Britifh  infantry, 
with  fix  fquadrons  of  light  cavalry,  commanded  by 
major  general  Dundas,  aflifted  by  four  fquadrons 
And  four  battalions  of  Heffians,  amounting  in  all  to  - 
about  fix  thoufand  five  hundred  infantry,  and  a 
thoufand  horfe,  advanced  in  three  columns.    At 
dw  break  on  the  30th  of  December,  attacking  a 
Kk3  great 
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C  liv  P*  8reat  ^°^y  °f  French  at  the  village  of  Thuil,  thejr 
W*v4^j  carried  it  with  the  bayonet,  and  drove  the  repub- 
l7*+  licans  acrofs  the  riven  Thisfuccefs,  however,  was 
only  temporary ;  the  Englifli  army  was  from  the 
dreadful  effc&s  of  the  climate  and  feafon,  rapidly 
decreafing.  Private  liberality  was  added  to  public 
expenditure  in  fending  plentiful  fupplies  of  flannel 
waiflcoats,  and  other  fences  againft  the  cold  j  but 
.  the  inclemency  of  the  frofts  was  fuperior  to  every 
expedient :  the  chief  part  of  the  army  was  over- 
come  with  ficknefs.  According  to  the  reports  of 
officers  who  were  engaged  in  this  dreadful  fervice, 
the  profcflional  attention  bellowed  upon  the  fick 
was  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  effe&ual  difcharge 
of  that  momentous  duty*.  In  the  month  of  January 
the  French  again  croflUd  the  Waal  with  feventy 
thoufand  men.  This  formidable  holt  attacked  the 
remains  of  the  Eritifh  army,  and  compelled  them, 
though  flill  making  the  moil  gallant  lefiftance,  to 
retire.  Without  tents,  and  unable  to  procure  can-, 
tonments,  the  diftrefled  heroes  were  obliged  to  pafs 
the  night,  in  thisfevere  feafon,  in  the  open  tobacco 
fheds,  or  under  the  canopy  of  an  inclement  fky. 
The  Dutch  now  urged  the  ftadtholder  to  conclude  a 

#  The  details  on  this  fubjeel,  not  once  or  twice  mentioned, 
but  very  frequently  repeated  through  the  periodical  works  of 
the  time,  daily,  weekly,  monthly,  and  yearly,  and  never  con-. 
tradi£k*d,  charge  the  medical  department  with  extreme  negli- 
gence. But  candour  mud  adnvt,  that  the  prevalence  of  dif- 
temper  was  much  greater  than  was  to  be  fuiefeen  or  expected 
when  the  medical  appointments  were  made,  and  that  therefore 
alefs  minute  attention  could  be  bellowed  on  every  individual 
patient,  than  the  cafe  required. 

peace 
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pwe  with  the  French,  and  finding  hiin  unwilling^ 
J^ejr  provinces  and  towns  fucceffiyely  offered  terms 
<9  the  republican^,  which  were  accepted.     2ealandp      17H-  ' 
sff\d  fpon  after  Holland,  entered  into  a  capitulation* 
The  ft^dtholder  with  much  difficulty  efcaped  from 
the  Hague  with  his  family,  fought  and  found  re- 
&ge  in  England :  by  the  beginning  of  February 
•the    provinces  h?td  concluded  a  treaty   with  the 
ffreqch.     A?  the  republicans  now  poffeffed  all '  the  .  J™™1^5 
-country  between  the  Britifh  army  and  the  coafl  of  number 
of  Holland,  it  was  impoffible  to  retreat   in   that  Engnoi  to 
.dire&ion;   they,  therefore,  were  obliged  to  take  HoS, 
8,  much  more  circuitous  rout  towards  the  north  ^j^J 
xoaft    of  Germany.     They  repeatedly    occupied  ■>"'»• 
-ftrong  portions,  jiot  with  the  vain  intention   of 
making  a  ftand  ag^inft  three  times  their  number, 
tout  to  fecure  their  retreat.     Therein  they  had  alfo 
to  eaqoynter  jnany  other  difficulties.     The  partial 
thaws  which  occasionally  took  place  only  ferved  to 
aggravate  the  mifery  of  the  troops,  from  the  floods 
which  fucceeded  thefe  ^Iterations  in  the  tempera- 
ture, aud  either  impeded  their  progrdfe,  or  obliged 
the  foldiers  to  wade  through  torrents  of  mud  and 
water,  which  fometimes  reached  even  to  their  knap- 
feck?.    In  thjs  dreadful  fituation  they  were  obliged 
to  qoitfinue  their  march,  or  to  be  overwhelmed  by 
the  enemy.     After  a  rout  perhaps   unequalled  in 
the  annals  of  military  hardfhip,  the  exhaufted  re- 
%02/w  of  our  flrmy  arrived  at  Bremen  ;   and,  havr  * 

jng  halted  for  fome  weeks,  they  embarked  for 
England. 

Such  was  the  melancholy  termination  of  the  Bri-  Campaign 
Jiija  expedition  tQ  the  continent;  fo  little  did  the  difaftroust* 
"    "       '        .'  •     expeuces,  ^'lih 


504  HISTORY  OF  THE 

expences,  preparations,  and  military  equipments  of 
two  years  anfwer  the  purpofes  for  which  they  were 
17U'  undertaken.  Britain  had  gone  to  war  to  prevent 
an  attack  upon  the  rights  of  Dutch  navigation :  in- 
ftead  of  one  river,  the  whole  feven  provinces  were 
now  commanded  by  the  republicans.  She  had  gone 
to  war  to  prevent  French  aggrandizement :  one 
campaign  had  given  France  anacceffion  of  territory 
fertile,  productive,  and  opulent,  far  furpaffing  aD 
the  conquefts  of  her  mod  ambitious  and  fuccefsful 
monarchs. 

In  Italy  and  Spain  tho  republicans  were  fuccefsful 
as  far  as  they  employed  their  efforts  :  their  exer- 
tions, however,  in  Piedmont,  were  not  important. 
On  the  confines  of  Spain  they  made  rapid  ad* 
vances :  the  Spanifh  government  attempted  to  raifc 
the  fubjeSs  in  mafs ;  but  this  was  an  expedient  that 
could  fucceed  only  in  countries  where  the  people, 
either  being  or  conceiving  themfelves  free,  were  in- 
spirited by  the  ardour  of  liberty. 

From  fuch  an  iffue  to  the  efforts  of  the  confede- 
ration, perfons  that  did  not  exaftly  confider  the  fpe- 
cific  cafe  might  very  naturally  draw  unjuft  infer- 
ences. Such  might  conclude,  that  becaufe  the 
combination  inqueftion  had  been  unfuccefsful,  that 
no  future  union  for  fupprefling  dangerous  ambition 
could  be  fuccefsful,  and  therefore  that  the  attempt 
would  be  vaip,  Were  a  concert  to  be  propofed  for 
reducing  the  exorbitant  power  of  France,  the  events 
pf  1 794  might  be  quoted  as  warnings  that  the  fcheme 
would  be  impra&icable  \  and  affuredly  (he  fame 
pieans  and  condud  in  fimilar  circumftances  would 
te  unayailii^r.  If  the  continental  powers,  pretend- 
ing 


REION  OF  GEORGE  III.  505 

ing  to  join,  were  really  to  purfue  different  and  even  c  £  a  p. 
contrary  obje&s ;  and  if  the  French  were  infpired  v. — ^— » 
by  the  fame  fpirit  which,  during  their  republican  1794# 
enthufiafm,  animated  and  invigorated  their  exer- 
tions, the  iffue  would  certainly  be  difcomfiture  to 
the  nominal  coalition  of  really  difcordant  parts. 
.  But  if  they  were  to  unite  in  head,  heart,  and  hand, 
to  purfue  an  objed  which  many  might  think  mors 
important  for  their  ultimate  fafety  than .  paltry  in- 
demnities ;  and  if  it  were  to  happen  that  they  had 
not  to  contend  againft  enthufiafm,  but  torpid  indif- 
ference, it  would  by  no  means  follow  that  the  events 
of  1794  would  be  repeated.  Even  refpe&ing  Hol- 
land fingly,  itivould  be  extremely  hafty  to  deduce 
a 'general  conclufion  from  the  untoward  iflueofthis 
difaftrous  campaign.  The  redu&ion  of  Holland 
did  not  arife  merely  from  the  arms  of  Pichegru,  but 
in  a  great  degree  from  the  Dutch  themfelves.  The 
majority  of  them  were  democratiqal,  and  received  the 
French  not  only  without  oppofition,  but  with  grati- 
tude and  joy,  as  their  deliverers  and  brothers/  They 
might  have  withftood  Pichegru  when  affifted  by  the 
gallant  Englifh,  as  without  any  affiftance  they  with-  * 
flood  Turenne  and  Conde  $  and  with  much  lefs  aid 
they  difcomfited  Alva  and  Parma.  Th$  Dutch  have 
clearly  manifefted,  that,  if  they  exert  themfelves,  no 
foreign  power  can  keep  their  country  in  fubje&ion, 
or  even  dependence.  Should  it  ever  happen  that 
they  chufe  to  aflert  their  independence,  there  is  little 
doubt  that  they  will  be  fuccefsful :  whenever  they 
have  the  will  they  have  the  power  to  be  free. 

Signal  as  had  been  the  difafters  of  the  Britifli  ^^' 
armies  on  the  continent,  where  fhe  a&ed  alone,  un-  Britain 

'      !      ^  9  '  where  fhe 

incumbered  fought 

alone. 
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chap,  ihcuihbered  with  allies*  and  oh  fcfef  *p$ ropriit*  tBte- 

^>^^r  atre,  her  fuccefs  was  toorfteftttriis,  and  her  glory 

1794-      tfaiifcehdant.    th  the  fchoicfe  of  fiaral  cotffirtiahderS, 

our  minifter;  through  the  War,  has  uniforthly  con- 

fldered  inftrumeritality  ;  fithefs  fof  difcharging  the 

duties,  and  accomplifhmg  the  purpofes  of  the  a£* 

pointment.    The  various  commands,  flipfeitfe  aid 

fhbordinate,  were  ccfaferted  on  profeffidfcd  ability' 

arid  character.    Three  powerful  afrm&nefctt  *ere 

Herflreti     prepared  for  the  campaign  of  1794:  dfte  u6der 

paramount    £ord  Hood  commaftcled  the  Mediterranean,  rfeduced 

in  ..he  Mc*  ' 

ducrrancaa.  the  ifland  of  Corfica,  and' protected  the  cogfts  of 
Acqutfi-  Spain  and  Italy :  a  fecond,  under  Sir  John  JerVid, 
wedi^«.  ^ith  a  military  force  headed  by  Sir  Charies 
Grey,  reduced  Martihico,  Guadaloupe,  St  Liida, 
Oprntiont  and  fome  parts  of  St.  Domingo..  But  the  irtoft  i!l«f- 
Howc  and  trioUs  monument  of  Britifh  nival  glory  was  failted 
tj^chaiawi  by  £arl  Howe#    Durjng  the  preceding  part  ef  the 

Vfrar,  France,  confcious  of  her  maritime  inferiority 
to  Great  Britain,  had  hitherto  confined  her  exer- 
tions to  cruizers  and  fmall  fquadrons  for  handling 
our  trade.  In  the  mfchth  of  May,  the  French  were 
induced  to  depart  from  this  fyfterii  of  naval  War* 
fare.  Anxious  for  the  fafety  of  a  convoy  dally  cfc* 
pefted  frofti  America,  conveying  ah  iitihtenfe  fupply 
of  torn  and  flour,  of  natal  ftorts  and  colonial  pre*, 
du&fons,  the  Breft  fle«,  amounting  to  twemy-fetren 
fliips  of  the  line  v&itured  to  fea  under  the  ebmrfiand 
Of  Rear-admiral  Villafet.  Lord  HowS  expeateg 
the  feme  cohtoy,  \tent  to  fea  With  twenty  ffiipte  of  thS 
line.  Oh  the  28th  May  he  defctted  theen<-rrtyto 
windward.  Admiral  Pkfley  in  the  evdnittg  gave  figsal 
to  the'  vanmoft  fl%xs  to  attach  the  enemy'*  tor. 

Lord 


RHGN  OF  GEORGE  III.  $©7 

tott!  jffugh  Seymour  Conway  attacked  thh  Revolt!-  *  &  £  *. 
*i&naire  of  is©  guns,  and  being  foon  fupported  by  kj^^cj 
Captaiii  Parker  of  the  Audacious,"  fo  damagfed  the      tT^ 
-eriferiiy  Vfliip  thit  flie  ftrtick  ;  but  tefcapiiig  during 
thfe  night,  (he  was  towed  into  kochfort.    The  neit 
-fribhiing  the  fleets  refumed  the  conflift,  but  the  iflr 
termiffcen  of  a  thfck  fog  prevented  its  continuance. 
The  fog  Med  that  and  the  greater  part  of  the  two 
foHbwing   days.    The  fun  occafiohalty  breaking 
through  the  mift,  fttewed  to  each  other  the  difre&ioh 
-ofthefleets;  and  Lord  Howe  employed  this  tihteih  ^ 

,  7  x      J  manoeuvre 

taoft  mafterly  manoeuvres  to  obtain  the  weathet-  to  brin* thc 

*  . .      .  ■  »     ,    •      enemy  to 

gagfe,  that  he  might  compel  thetn  to  fight  when  thte  battle. 
atmofphere  fliould  clear,  and  at  length  he  fucceeded. 
On  the  i  ft  of  June,  the  fog  being  difperfed,  our  ad-  Ba'tieofthe 
fliiral,  from  his  former  excellent  difpofitions,  found  ,ft  °  June' 
all  opportunity  of  bringing  the  French  to  battte. 
sfretCteett  ftven  and  eight  in  the  morning,  our  fteet 
^dfanced  irt  a  clofe  and  co'mpaft  line  :  the  enemy  Numbers, 
finding  an  engagement  unavoidable,  received' our/ courageous 
onfet  with  their  accuftomed  valour.    A  clofe  and  the°eneroyj 
defperate  engagement  enfued,  prefenting  thp  French  "^SJJ* 
as  combatants  worthy  of  occupying  the  naval  hero-  Bri*ifh  flcct« 
ifm  of  England.     The  Montague  of  130  guns,  the  Decifive, 
French  admiral's  (hip  having  adventured  to  encoun-  aid'mo- 
ter  the  Queen  Charlotte  of  100,  was,  in  lefs  than  ™g£"'* 
an  hour,  compelled  to  fly  :  the  other  fhips  of  the 
fame  divifion  feeing  all  efforts  ineflfeftual  againft  Bri- 
tiih  prowefs,  endeavoured  to  follow  the  flying  ad- 
miral ;  ten,  however,  were  fo  crippled  that  they 
could  not  keep  pace  with  the  reft  :  but  many  of  the 
Britifh  fhips  were  fo  damaged  that  fome  of  thefe  dis- 
abled fhips  of  the  enemy  effe&ed  their  efcape.    Six: 

a  remained 
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remained  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  Britifh  admip!, 
and  were  brought  fafe  into  Portfraouth,  viz*  La 
,794-  Jufte  of  80  guns,  La  Sans  Pareille  of  80  guna, 
1/ America  74,  L'Achille  74,  L'lmpetueux  74, 
and  Northumberland  74:  thefe,  withLe  Vengeur, 
which  \vas  funk,  made  the  whole  lofs  of  the  French 
amount  to  feven  (hips  of  the  line.  The  vi&orious 
(hips  arrived  fafe  in  harbour  with  their  prizes  :  the 
crews,  officers,  and  admiral  were  received  with 
thofe  grateful  thanks  and  high  applauferwhich  Bri- 
tain never  fails  tobeflovfon  her  conquering  heroes. 
Earl  Howe  was  by  all  ranks  and  parties  extolled  for 
his  ta&ical  {kill,  fteady  perfeverance,  and  deter- 
mined, courage  j  firft,  in  forcing  the  enemy,  after 
every  evaiiod,  to  a  clofe  a&ion ;  and  then  in  obtain, 
ing  fo  fignal  an  advantage  over  a  fleet  fuperior  in 
its  number  of  (hips  and  of  men,  as  well  as  in  fize 
and  weight  of  metal  *.  The  year  1794,  furpafling 
in  difafter  by  land  the  unfortunate  1777 1  or  1781^ 
by  fea  equalled  the  glories  of  J  759. 

*  Sec  Macfarlane'6  hiftory,  vol.  fv.  p.  461. 

f '  Capture  of  Burgoyne's  army.         $  Cerawallis's  army. 
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